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PREFACE

Some will say that good sense abandoned me when I acquired the Lordship
of Hastingleigh in 2000. A good friend in London had called to say that
Chatsworth of London, acting as agents for English Heritage, was soliciting
nominations for a number of feudal lordships that their present owners
wished to vacate. “Why don’t you throw your hat in the ring? They are
looking for people who are concerned about preserving heritage, and your
interest in history and genealogy make you an ideal candidate.” In a moment
of weakness I faxed the information requested. Apparently, there were
many applications and nominations, but in a blink of an eye I was selected.
There was a nominal payment to the Special Trustees of St. Thomas’s
Hospital, who had held what King Edward VI called “my manor of
Astinleigh, also known as Hastinleigh and Aldelose” together with “the
manor farms of Combe Grove and Fanscombe” after he endowed the
“Spittal” with these and other lands in 1553, and then the Lordship was
mine!
St. Thomas’s had sold its land in Hastingleigh in 1903, but still retained the
title to the community together with the remaining feudal rights. These
rights, called incorporeal hereditaments, were confirmed by the Law of
Property Act of 1921. Both title and rights remained with the Hospital
throughout the twentieth century, as evidenced by the fact that four
centuries of the post-Reformation link between parish and hospital had been
celebrated on 27th August 1952 with a visit of the-then Hospital Treasurer,
the Hon. Sir Arthur Howard, to a commemoration of 400 years since the
Edward VI charter, held at Court Lodge. Then, in 1993, the chairman of
the Special Trustees of St. Thomas’s Hospital, Mr. P.J.S. Lumsden, and his
wife, the daughter of Sir Arthur Howard, helped St. Mary’s Church
celebrate 700 years of its documented history, 1293-1993. This was the last
formal connection between Hospital and community. In 1999, the help of
English Heritage was solicited to secure an appropriate successor to the
Lordship. It was bestowed on me on 21 March 2000.

Along with the title came a set of rights and hereditaments, together with a
booklet purporting to describe the history of the Lordship. A brief inspection
revealed that this was a novel written by an eager assistant with limited
historical knowledge and research skills that clearly were suspect. There was
need for something better. Thus began this effort to craft of a product that
would help the community understand its heritage and me to understand the
Lordship. Only as the research progressed did I learn that the de Couens and
Hautes, who held the Lordship in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
were my wife Janet’s ancestors some 20 generations back (Appendix 1)!
Fate plays strange tricks. In a sense, the title had returned home, and I
could tell a different story about why I acquired the Lordship.
The starting point in my research was the brief entry for Hastingleigh in
Edward Hasted’s History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent
(1779). I then came upon Mary W. Harwood’s Kentish Village.
Hastingleigh (1952), an account of the history of St. Mary’s church. A visit
to the parish clearly was in order. A quick scan of the web came up with a
B&B at Crabtree Farm. A fine conversation with the proprietor, Roz
Bacon, who, like me, teaches geography, and who also has a strong interest
in local history, led her to send me Arthur Marsh’s A Time to Remember.
Some Recollections of a Kentish Village (1985), which yielded many
additional insights.
With these works as a beginning, I was off and running. F.G. Parsons’
three-volume History of St. Thomas’s Hospital (1932) provided other leads.
I discovered that most of the hospital’s records and a mass of ancient deeds
had been deposited in the London Metropolitan Archives. Other repositories
of original materials were at the British Library, the Essex County Archives,
the Centre for Kentish Studies in Maidstone, and the archives in Canterbury.
In the United States, the LDS (Mormon) Library in Salt Lake City had
microfilm of the Parish Registers and the Archdeacon’s reports, Land Tax
Assessments, nineteenth century censuses, and Frank W. Tyler’s voluminous
genealogical notes on Kentish families. I ordered photocopies or
transcriptions of all the original records that were available, save only the
Manorial Court Roll (0/517/1), which the London Metropolitan Archives
said was “unfit for production.” It had been rescued from a solicitor’s office
by the British Records Association but was in very poor condition and I
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could not persuade the LMA to undertake repairs, even after offering to
finance the work. Otherwise, I believe that I was able to examine most if
not all of the relevant documents in these and other depositories.
I could not have completed this task without lots of help from special people.
Geoffrey Copus assisted in many ways, acquiring materials from the London
Metropolitan Archives, the British Library and the Centre for Kentish
Studies, as well as drawing upon the great wealth of his Kentish research
experience. It was Geoffrey who suggested that, in addition to the other
materials, I consult the Valuation Surveys pursuant to the Finance (19091910) Act and the National Farm Surveys of 1940-1943 to make coverage of
the documentary evidence as comprehensive as possible. Geoffrey also
persuaded his friend Paul Lee to translate and abstract a number of 14 th and
15 th century Harleian documents at the British Library for me; I was
unequal to the task. Among others, Janet Gyford translated materials at the
Essex County Archives, and Donald Dahmann copied materials from
volumes in the Rare Books Collection at the Library of Congress in
Washington DC.
The initial visit to Hastingleigh was delightful. My wife Janet and I saw
the parish, each of the farms, and the church. I was buoyed by everyone’s
enthusiasm for as thorough a parish history as I could fashion. Roz and
Chris Bacon hosted a reception where we met many of the residents with
interests in local history. Sir Charles Jessel provided information on his
South Hill estate and on his own family history. Arthur Marsh was
exceedingly gracious, granting me permission to use his sketches of buildings
in Hastingleigh to illustrate my text, and I also received consent to draw on
Miss Harwood’s materials on St. Mary’s church in my draft of Chapter 5.
As the manuscript evolved, I was fortunate to make www contact with
Elmsted researcher Keith Griffiths, who drew Crundale historian Rex
Lancefield and Sir Filmer Honywood into the review of my drafts. Rex
provided leads that enabled me to resolve questions about Fanscombe
between 1086 and 1553, Keith added invaluable materials from Elmsted
deeds and inquisitions and on the Couen and Haute families that helped me
to fill in a gap in Hasingleigh’s manorial history between the Black Death
and the end of the fifteenth century, and Sir Filmer straightened out my

records of the Honywood ancestry. Together, they helped me to resolve a
variety of nagging questions that required local knowledge and expertise,
and made many suggestions to improve rough drafts of the manuscript.
A website for neighboring Elmsted is maintained by David Pott, and he
offered advice and help, particularly concerning Hassell Street and the
property in which his ancestor resided. He gave me permission to use his
photograph of Plaistoole.
In addition, I was fortunate to have a graduate student, Casey McCuller,
who needed a project to complete his Master of Science degree in
Geographical Information Science. He digitized the field-level map of
Hastingleigh prepared by the surveyors in 1839 in preparation for the
commutation of the tithes and keyed in the accompanying Terrier, which
provided information about landowners and occupants, farms and land use.
This was the beginning of a Hastingleigh GIS (Geographical Information
System) which was “layered” on top of a 1689 survey and subsequently
enriched by Ordnance Survey topography and a 25-cm resolution aerial
photograph taken during harvest season in 2001. Casey’s analysis provided
me with insights into stability and change in land use, field systems,
ownerships, and relationships to the downland topography. For me, there
were conclusions that I could weave into the book, together with many maps
and diagrams. For Casey, there was his MS degree, and the excitement of
visiting Hastingleigh when he and his brother took a post-graduation
vacation in England in June 2002.
With all of this help, I was able to prepare a work with eight chapters.
Chapter 1 introduces Hastingleigh: the name, location and early history.
Chapter 2 deals with the tenants-in-chief from 1066 to 1553 and Chapter 3
with the lords of the manors over the same timespan. Chapter 4 looks at the
parish under the control of St. Thomas’s Hospital from 1553 to the end of
the eighteenth century, letting the Hospital’s records tell the story. Chapter
5 focuses on St. Mary’s church. Chapter 6 turns back to St. Thomas’s
management of its lands from the end of the eighteenth century until the
estates were sold after World War I, again letting the Hospital’s records and
reports tell the story, without embellishment. Chapter 7 provides an
accounting of the landowners, farms and farmers, using the 1839 survey as a
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point of departure, and Chapter 8 deals with Hastingleigh’s changing
population and the leading families who have influenced the community.
Because the book deals with 1,000 years of history and relies on a wide
variety of sources written in different languages and covering different
epochs with different modes of social organization, terminology, and
measurement, reference materials are provided in a Glossary that follows the
last chapter. After the glossary, there is a set of appendices containing
translations of early documents, together with a number of other
supplementary items (the list is on p. 321).
That the book turned out as well as it has is entirely due to the extraordinary
efforts of my research associate Dr. Heja Kim. She entered my drafts into
the word processing system, endured my editing and revisions, caught many
of my mistakes, and finally prepared camera-ready copy for the printer.
What would I have done without such assistance? The errors, of course,
remain mine.
McKinney, Texas
1 June, 2002
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PRELIMINARIES
Because the book deals with 1,000 years of history and relies on a wide
variety of sources written in different languages and covering different
epochs with different modes of social organization, terminology, and
measurement, a number of reference tools are necessary. The next few
pages provide a Glossary of unfamiliar terms, information on Regnal
Dating, on Peerage and Nobility, on pre-Christian and Christian
Festival and Feast Days, and on Kentish Land Measurement, and
concludes with same Useful Latin. When something that is not familiar
appears in the text, these preliminaries should provide clarification.

Glossary
Aid, a feudal due paid by a tenant to his lord, for example when the lord’s oldest son was knighted.
Amercement, penalty for an offence levied at a manorial court.
Assart, a piece of land brought into cultivation after woodland is cleared.
Assize, periodic regulation of weights and measures.
Attainder, forfeiture of property and loss of civil rights of a person sentenced to death or outlawed.
Attaint, to punish by attainder.
Averagia, feudal carting services.
Bailiff, a manorial lord’s local manager.
Baron, fifth rank in the peerage. See Peerage and Lordship.
Benefice, the income from an ecclesiastical office.
Bill of Indictment, as issued by a grand jury, could be handed down either billa vera (a true bill) or
ignoramus (we don’t know).
Bordar, a smallholder typically holding 15 acres or less, usually living on the outskirts of a manor.
Bote, the right to take timber from the waste.
Bovate, one eighth of a ploughland. Also called an oxgang.
Candlemas, February 2nd; the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. See Festivals
and Feast Days.

Capite, a tenant in capite was one holding land by feudal tenure directly
from the King.
Caput, the home manor of a tenant-in-chief, or a mesne lord.
Cartulary, a register of estates and liberties granted to owners by
charter, together with the charters.
Carucate, as much land as an 8-ox team could maintain in cultivation.
Also called a PLOUGHLAND, YOKE or HIDE. Varied in acreage.
Churchwarden, chief lay officer of a parish.
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Common, rights of common: rights enjoyed by householders living on a
manor to use manorial open space by virtue of the messuage they held.
Coniger, a rabbit warren.
Copyhold, also known as customary tenure, dictated by manorial
custom. Tenure for manorial land in return for agricultural services or,
later, money payments. A new tenant paid a FINE, and on the tenant’s
death his family had to pay a HERIOT. Tenure was recorded in the
manorial Court Rolls, and could only be transferred by surrender to the
lord and admission of a new tenant. A copy of the Court Roll entry
served as a deed. Abolished 1 January 1926.
Cottar, the tenant of a cottage. Usually had little land, and had to work
as an agricultural laborer.
Court Baron, manorial court dealing with property matters.
Court Leet, manorial court dealing with criminal offenses. Replaced by
the Courts of Assize.
Croft, land adjoining a house, often enclosed.
Curia Regis, the King’s Court.
Costumal, record of a manorial estate, listing customs and rents.
Custos, guardian or jailer
Deforciant, literally, a defendant; the grantor in a property transaction.
Demesne, manorial lands retained by the lord of the manor.
Deodand, that which brought about a person’s death.
Devise, to leave land by will.
Disseisin, forcible eviction.

Dominical, pertaining to a demesne.
Enfeoffment, entrustment of land to trustees, who would execute a
decedent’s last will.
Entail, when a land owner ties up land to a particular family, with each
successor only enjoying a life interest, with passage to heirs by
primogeniture.
Escheat, to revert to a superior lord.
Essoin, excuse for absence from a manorial court.
Exigend, writ issued when an indicted felon did not appear in court.
Extent, detailed survey and valuation of a manorial estate.
Fee, a heritable estate held of a superior lord.
Feet of Fines, a judgment providing record of title after a purchase, in a
form of legal action pitting QUERENTES (plaintiffs) against
DEFORCIANTES (defendants).
Fine, a money payment made by a feudal tenant on a special occasion as
when transferring the rights of tenancy.
Frankpledge, system by which every man was obliged to be a member
of a group of ten or twelve, called a Tithing, who were collectively
responsible for each other. Manorial Views of Frankpledge were held to
ensure that all men and boys were members of such groups. Was one of
the functions of the Court Leet.
Gang Week, rogationtide, so-called because this was the week for
‘ganging’ round the parish to perform the perambulation of its bounds.
Gavelkind, division of a man’s land equally between his sons, and
failing sons, between his daughters.
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Gentleman, one who ranked between a baron and a yeoman.
Glebe, the land held by a beneficiated clergyman.
Grange, before the dissolution, land belonging to a monastery, but too
far away to be worked by the monks.
Hallmoot, the manor court.
Haybote, the right to cut wood for fences.
Hayward, the manorial official responsible for maintenance of hedges.
Heriot, fine paid by a villein, and later by a copyholder, to his lord on
inheriting land.
Hide, see CARUCATE.
Honour, a large estate, usually a number of manors, held by a great lord.
Housebote, the right to take wood for house maintenance.
Hundred, administrative division of a county, originally containing a
hundred families, fighting men, or hides.
Infangnethef, right of a manor court to judge a thief caught within its
boundaries.
Inquisition Post Mortem, Ipm. Report of an Escheator who took
possession of a deceased tenant-in-chief’s lands and recorded them, their
values, the services by which they were held, and the identity of the heir.
The report was recorded in Chancery. If the heir was a minor, the king
became his guardian.
Intestate, death without a will.
Knight, originally, one who held land (A KNIGHT’S FEE) from a
tenant-in-chief in return for performing military service. The service
could be commuted by paying SCUTAGE (shield-money), which

enabled the king to employ soldiers. The obligation was ended in 1646,
confirmed in 1662. Today, knighthoods are awarded as lifetime honors
for distinguished service.
Knight of the Shire, member of Parliament for a rural area.
Lay Subsidy, from the end of the thirteenth century, a tax on movables.
Leas, meadowland.
Leywrite, a fine due from a villein to his lord if his unmarried daughter
became pregnant.
Livery of Seisin, giving or taking of possession.
Manor, an agricultural estate held by a lord of the manor from the king
as a tenant-in-chief.
Manumission, the granting of freedom to a villein by his feudal lord.
Mark, a monetary unit, worth 13s 4d.
Merchet, payment by a villein to his lord upon marriage of a child.
Messuage or Mese, a dwelling house with grounds and outbuildings.
Mesne Lord, a lord of the manor who held of a superior lord but himself
was the superior lord of a lord holding one or more of his manors.
Michaelmas, 29 September. The feast of St. Michael the Archangel.
Day when tenancies became due. See Festivals and Feast Days.
Moiety, one of two equal parts.
Muniment, evidence of rights or privileges.
Neif, a female villein.
Noncupative, By word of month.
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Oxgang, one-eighth of a ploughland. Also called a bovate.
Pannage, the right to feed pigs in the woods of a manor.
Parceners, joint heirs.
Patent Rolls, registered copies of Letters Patent issued by the royal
Court of Chancery.
Perambulation, procession around the parish boundaries carried out by
the clergy, parish officers and children at Rogationtide.
Perch, a unit of area 30¼ square yards; a square pole.
Pipe Rolls, accounts rendered annually by sheriffs to the Exchequer.
Plea, an action at law between parties.
Ploughland, see Carucate, Hide.
Plough Team, eight oxen.
Pole, a linear measure, 16 to 16½ feet. A rod.
Primogeniture, descent via the oldest legitimate male heir.
Quarter Days, days when rents were due, typically Lady Day (25
March), Trinity (24 June), Michaelmas (29 September), Christmas (25
Dec.), although other dates might be substituted by local custom. See
Festivals.
Quarter Sessions, courts of. Assemblies of the Justices of Peace of a
county, riding or borough held at Easter, Trinity, Michaelmas and
Epiphany (see Festivals). Dealt with matters of civil administration and
maintenance of public order. Felonies were referred to the Assizes.
Querelent, literally, a plaintiff; the grantee in a property transaction.

Quia Emptores, a 1290 statute that prevented the loss of feudal
obligations when a mesne lord granted a fee to a purchaser of the land.
Quindene, the day falling a fortnight after a church festival.
Quit Rent, an annual rent releasing a tenant of services to his lord.
Reeve, the foreman of the villeins and later of the copyholders of the
manor.
Rod, a unit of length, about 5½ yards; a pole.
Rogationtide, the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday before Ascension
Day. See Gang Week.
Sad et Soc, the privilege of holding courts.
Scutage, annual money payment to a feudal lord in lieu of military
service.
Seisin, legal possession with occupation.
Serf, landless peasant whose body belonged to his lord; de facto slave.
Serjeanty, feudal tenure in which land was held in return for a specific
service.
Socage, feudal tenure in which land was held in return for a money rent.
Solar, an upper room or loft.
Steward, the senior administrator of a manor.
presided at manor courts if the lord was absent.

Often a lawyer, he

Subinfeudation, division of fees among subtenants. The process was
ended by the Statute of Quia Emptores in 1291. A mesne lord’s feudal
obligations always passed to his sub-tenant.
Tenancy in Dominico, land held by the person who farms it.

Preface xi

Tenancy in Servicio, land held but sublet to others.
Tenant-in-Chief, a person holding feudal land directly from the king.
Tenement, a holding of land and buildings in manorial terms.
Terrier, a written description of a landed property by acreages and
boundaries.
Toft, a plot of land with a building that had manorial rights of common.
Trinodas Necessitas, the three feudal obligations attached to
landholding: military service, maintenance of roads and bridges, and
upkeep of castles.
Turbary, the right of a villein to cut turf.
Villein, a tenant of manorial land who held 1 to 3 yardlands by
agricultural service and was free except to his lord, and thus was bound
to his holding. His land was held hereditarily by the right of custom of
the manor, and he was required to perform regular week work, plus boon
work at such times as harvest. He could not bring suit in the land’s
court; nor could he marry without permission. After 1500 villeinage was
transformed into copyhold tenure.
Waywarden, surveyor of roads.
Yardland, unit of land, about 30 acres.
Yeoman, freeholder who ranked beneath a gentlemen but above a
smallholding husbandmen.

Regnal Dating
Until well into the seventeenth century, most documents were dated by
the year of a monarch’s reign. Thus 1 William I was 1066, 2 William I
was 1067, etc. The beginning calender years for each reign are:
1 William I
1 William II
1 Henry I
1 Stephen
1 Henry II
1 Richard I
1 John
1 Henry III
1 Edward I
1 Edward II
1 Edward III
1 Richard II
1 Henry IV
1 Henry V
1 Henry VI
1 Edward IV
1 Edward V
1 Richard III
1 Henry VII
1 Henry VIII
1 Edward VI
1 Jane
1 Mary I
1 Philip & Mary
1 Elizabeth I
1 James I
1 Charles I
1 Charles II
1 James II
1 William & Mary

1066
1087
1100
1135
1154
1189
1199
1216
1272
1307
1326/7
1377
1399
1412/13
1422
1460/1
1483
1483
1485
1509
1546/7
1553
1553
1554
1558
1602/3
1625
1648/9
1684/5
1688/9
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Peerage and Nobility
Titled ranks in the United Kingdom are listed in order of importance.
The five ranks of Duke through Baron constitute the Peerage. Peers,
Baronets, Lords and many holders of honorary lifetime Knighthoods
constitute the Nobility.
King, Sovereign Monarch.
Prince, son of the King, the oldest Prince becoming the heir to the
throne.
Duke, first reserved for members of the royal family, and granted
sparingly. The first non-royal creations were by Richard II during his
reign between 1377 and 1399.
Marquess, taken from the custodianship of marches or borders, it was
instituted after French example by Richard II in 1385 when Robert de
Vere was created Marquess of Dublin.
Earl, derived from the Saxon and Danish office of responsibility for a
shire [county]. The wife of an Earl is called Countess.
Viscount, is a title derived from the Latin term vice-comes, responsible
for a county. The first Viscount was created in Ireland in 1478, based on
French example.
Baron [Lord X] is of Norman origin. From the reign of William the
Conqueror to the middle of the 13 th century, the dignity of Baron in
England was attached to territorial possessions: barony was in capite by
tenure; i.e. for holding an honour comprising a number of lordships or
manors in return for services to the Crown. Barones majores were the
King’s principal tenants, with their titles named for their principal seats
or caputs. Before 1265 they were the only Barons summoned to
Parliament. After 1265, however, individuals had to be summoned to
Parliament as Barons by Writ, and a writ was necessary to be considered
one of the barones majores who thereafter had the hereditary right to be
seated in the House of Lords. Barones minores were these who were

summoned by the sheriffs for the counties as Knights of the Shire, to sit
in the precursor to the House of Commons. This continued to be the
practice until the reign of Richard II, who in 1388, introduced the
creation of Baron by Letters Patent, which became the only method by
which a person was summoned as a Peer to Parliament. Thus, Feudal
Baronage predates Parliamentary Peerage by as much as two centuries.
Most Barons by Tenure, like Scottish and later Irish Barons, were
minores because they did not sit in the House of Lords. The hereditary
right of Barons to sit in the House of Lords was eliminated in the
Parliamentary reforms of 2000 and 2001.
Baronet [Sir X] is a hereditary order of knighthood founded in 1611 by
James I to provide funds for the settlement of Ireland. The original
intention not to exceed 200 was soon broken, and there were lavish
creations, mainly to raise money, in the Stuart period. An order of Irish
and of Scottish Baronets subsequently was established, merged in 1707
into the Baronets of Great Britain, and in 1801 into the Baronets of the
United Kingdom.
Lord [of X] is the title that applies to the ruler of the smallest unit of
government, a townland or manor.

Preface xi

Festivals and Feast Days
There was continuity between the cycle of pre-Christian celebrations and those
of the Christian calendar, and there is turn provided order to the rhythms of life
in agrarian England. The basic format was that of the equinoxes and solstices,
and four “quarter days” midway between them (the Celtic names for the quarter
days are Inbolc, Beltane, Lughnasadh and Samhain):
1st February

21 st March

Pre-Christian
Imbolc. Offering of
cakes. Beginning of
spring ploughing

Spring Equinox. Planting
and new growth

*29 January
2 February

*Sunday before Easter

25 th March
1st May

Beltane. Fertility festival:
Mayday dances around
Maypole, a phallic
symbol. The German
Walpurgisnacht.

Christian
Santi Thoma Apostoli
Candlemas: Festival of
Light (Purification of the
Virgin Mary)
Palmarum (Palm Sunday)
Easter: first Sunday after
the full moon on or next
after March 21.
Lady Day: Annunciation
of the Virgin Mary.

37 days after Easter

Rogation. 3 days before
Ascension.
Churchwardens direct
“Beating of the bounds.”

40 days after Easter
7th Sunday after Easter

Ascension.
Pentecostes: Whitsuntide

21 st June

Summer Solstice.
Celebration of longest day
at midsummer.

*24th June

Trinity: Navitatis Sancti
Johannis Baptiste

1st August

Lughnasad. Celebration
of “first fruits” of harvest.

1st August

Lammas: Loaf mass. First
loaves from new grain.

21 st
September

Autumn Equinox Harvest
festivals.

*29th September

Michaelmas: Sancti
Michaelis Archangeli:
Tenancies became due.

31 st October

Samhain. End of harvest.

31 st October

Hallowe’en: eve of All

Time for “blood month” –
killing of animals not to
be overwintered. “Day of
the Dead”
21 st
December

Winter Solstice. Yule:
shortest day and rebirth of
the sun

Saints Day

25 th December
6 January
13/14 January

Christmas
Epiphany
Hilary

* “Quarter days” in the manor of Wye in 1450, when rents and services were due: Sancti Thoma,
Palmarum, Navitatis Johannis Baptiste, Sancti Michaelis.

Kentish Land Measurement
SULUNG (SOLIN)

Two yokes.

YOKE

A ploughland, size varies.

VIRGATE

1/4 Yoke.

ACRE

An area 40 rods x 4 rods.

ROOD

1/4 Acre; 40 square rods.

DAYWERK

1/40 Acre; 4 perches.

PERTICATE
PERCH
ROD or POLE

or 1/160 Acre; 1 square rod.
Linear measure, about 16 feet in Kent.
Elsewhere 16 ¼ feet.
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Useful Latin
antea
apud
baptizatus
(bapt.)
bosci
circa
(circ.)
coelebs
copulati sunt
debet
de hac parochia
decessit sine proles (d.s.p.)
dimidian
dominus
duxit
ejus
eques
et alii
(et al.)
filius (a)
(fil.)
gallinam
innuba
in matrimonia juncti sunt
item
mensis
miles
nothus
nuper
nupti fuerant
obiit
(ob.)
olin
puella
quondam
renatus (a)
sepultus (a)
(sep.)
solutus
subcripta
terra
testes
ultimo
(ult.)

before
near
was baptized
woodland, timber
about
bachelor
were married
owed
of this parish
died without progeny
half
lord
led
his or hers
knight
and others
son, daughter
chickens
unmarried woman
were joined in marriage
also, likewise
of the mouth
knight
bastard
formerly
were married
died
once
girl, spinster
formerly
baptized
buried
bachelor
recorded
arable land
witnesses
last

ut dicitur
uterque
uxor
videlicet
viduus (a)
vocatem

(ux.)
(viz.)
(vid.)

it is said
both
wife
namely
widower
called
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1

INTRODUCTION

This study traces the history of the parish of Hastingleigh, part of the
Borough of Ashford in Kent, for the thousand years 1000-2000 AD.
Hastingleigh is classified by Ashford as one of “the villages” which its
plan seeks to preserve. Under the electoral reorganization of 1 Nov.
2001, it is grouped with the parishes of Aldington, Bilsington,
Bonnington, Brabourne, Brook, Ruckinge and Smeeth into a Ward
named the “Saxon Shore” (Figure 1.1).
Located atop the North Downs, the parish is separated from nearby Wye
by a steep western-facing escarpment and is bisected by narrow N-S and
E-W roads (Figures 1.2-1.5). The northwestern quadrant of the parish is
occupied by the historic manors of Combe and Fanscombe; the
southeastern part comprises what King Edward VI called “my lordship
and manor of Astinleigh, otherwise called Hastinleigh and Aldeloss.” To
the east are Evington and Elmsted and to the south and west is the
escarpment, beneath which there is a string of villages and farms
extending northwesterly from Brabourne and Brabourne Combe via
Brook to Wye.

Name
Scholars disagree about the origin and meaning of the name. Early
interpretations focused on the landscape. When he compiled his History
and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent in 1779, Edward Hasted
argued that the name came from the Old English hehstan, highest, and
lēāh, woodland clearing or pasture. In the same vein, R.E. Zachrisson
and interpreted the name as the “clearing of the men living in a haest,
land with bushes and brushwood.” On the other hand, Eilert Ekwall,
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Figure 1.1.
Hastingleigh is one
of
the
easternmost
parishes
comprising the Borough of Ashford.

author of the Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names,
associated the name with Hastings (Hestingorum gens), but believed it to
be tribal in origin: Hæstingas may have meant “the warlike men.” In the
same vein, J.K. Wollenberg states in Place Names of Kent and Kentish
Place Names that Hastingleigh means the lēāh of the Hæstingas, “the
fighting men.” When the name first appeared in the written record, in
the Liber Monasterii de Hyda (the Book of Hyde Monastery) of 993
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Figure 1.2.
The parish
lies
within a rectangle cornered by Wye,
Crundale, Elmsted and Brabourne.

A.D., it was rendered as Haestinga lege, which P.H. Reaney also felt
could only mean the lēāh of the Hæstingas (“A Survey of Kent Place
Names,” Archaeologia Cantiana 73 (1959) 62-74). The Hæsta people
had settled an area of East Sussex around what is now Hastings in the
fifth century, and the placename suffix -ingas usually denoted a
community or group of followers and was attached to a personal name.
There is a record that in 771 AD, Offa, King of the Mercians, subdued by

Figure 1.3.
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William Mudge’s 1801 map emphasizes the escarpments of the
North Downs.

force the tribe of the Hæstingi, while as late as 1011 the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle related that the Danes had confronted “all the Centingas and
the South Saxons and the Hæstingas .…” Reaney concluded that a
“people whose individuality could be remembered for some 500 years and who,
at the end of that period, could be mentioned in a national chronicle side by side
with the people of Kent and the South Saxons, must have been more than a mere
fragment of a larger kingdom … did the territory of Hæstingas extend as far east
as Hastingleigh, near Wye? At first sight it appears unlikely. But we must look
at the countryside as it was at the end of the 5 th century. Neither archaeology
nor place-names provide any evidence for early settlement south of the North
Downs. The heavy clay of the Weald was well wooded and avoided by early
settlers. The area of Romney Marsh from Hythe to Guldeford Level was even
less attractive for different reasons. Both areas were thinly populated, even at
the time of Domesday, and about AD500 the whole was probably a no man’s
land, the effective occupation of south-east Kent ending along the North Downs
from Folkestone to Wye and that of Sussex at the Rother and the mouth of the
Brade. The modern Hastingleigh may be a relic of the once extensive wood
near the boundaries of the Hæstingers … a similar case may be made for
Westenhanger near Folkestone racecourse which may, perhaps also refer to men
of Sussex … i.e. these areas are where Kent met Sussex … the enclosure at
Canter Wood in Elham is a further possible indication of this border … perhaps
it was for defence against the Hæstingers of Hastingleigh, and the Westeringas
of Westenhanger.”

Early History
Little is known of Hastingleigh’s early history, although there are hints in
the environs. There are earthworks and a tumulus near Wye Crown, atop
what was called Fanscombe Down. A long barrow in Shrub’s Wood is
one of a number of sites of archaeological interest in Elmsted.
Archaeologia Cantiana 86 (1972) 238 reports that “flint artifacts,
including an unpolished Neolithic axe, were collected on Smeed Farm,
Hastingleigh” and in AC 88 (1974) 219 we learn that “Ploughing by
Messrs Powell, of Kingsmill Down Farm, Hastingleigh disclosed a dark
patch of soil containing Belgic and Romano-British coarse pottery.” A
field midway between Combe Farm and Hassell Street is called “Many
Wethers,” descriptive of the stones lying there and possible evidence of a
stone circle or cromlech.

Figure 1.4. A sketch map emphasizes the
most significant landscape features: the
westward-facing escarpment running from
east of Wye to east of Brabourne, and two
cwms or hillside valleys, one running
northward from Coombe Farm to Crundale
and the other northeastward from
Hastingleigh Court Lodge to Evington and
Elmsted. Fanscombe and Aldelose Farms
occupied the downs between the
escarpment and the two principal manors,
located at the heads of the valleys.
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Most of the local names are composed of early English landscape
elements, even though ‘Coombe’ or ‘Combe’ is of British origin: a cwm
is a valley on the side of a hill. The list includes:
Aldelose, Ealderlose: eald, old; hlöse, enclosure for pigs.
Cot: small hut, hence cottager.
Croft: small enclosure with a hut.
Den: denu, a hollow or valley, or denn, a pig pasture.
Down: dūn, treeless upland with sparse soil.
Fanscombe, Fenyscombe: fenn, marshy or muddy cwm.
Grove: grāf, a thicket, smaller than a wood.
Hassell, Hertsole: heoret, deer; sol muddy pond.
Hurst: hyrst, a wooded knoll.
Reed: hryd, a clearing.
Shaw: scaga, a strip of woods, often a boundary coppice.
Smeed: smidde, smithy.
Staple: stapol, post or pillar.

Environment and Location
In 1779 Hasted noted (III: 305) that:
“This parish is, the greatest part of it, situated on very high ground, at a small
distance northward from the summit of the chalk-hills, though it extends
southward to the foot of them, and comprehends most of what is called
Brabourne-downs. The church, and the court-lodge which adjoins to the churchyard, are situated in a valley on the northern side of the parish. The whole of it
is a continuation of hill and dale, the soil of the former being chalk, and the
latter a reddish earth, mixed with quantities of flint stones; the whole very poor
and unfertile. There is much open down in it, especially towards the south.”

The top of the North Downs was not one of the more enticing
environments for farming and the community was never affluent. In
1617, the churchwardens and overseers of the poor had to petition the
Court of Quarter Sessions seeking relief from payment of gaol and
maimed soldiers money “since there are only 13 households, 5 being
poor widows and only 8 paying to the poor rates” (West Kent Quarter
Sessions Papers, ref. QM/SB/1270).

Figure 1.5. A sketch map shows that the
parish is bisected by roads running
northward from Brabourne to Waltham and
eastward from Wye to Elmsted.
The
northwestern quadrant was occupied by
Combe Manor and Fanscombe Farm and
the southeastern quadrant by the Manor of
Hastingleigh and Aldelose.
To the
southwest was the North Downs escarpment
while much of the northeast quadrant was
occupied by the Evington estate.
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That the community still was not affluent at the beginning of the
twentieth century is revealed by Arthur Marsh in A Time to Remember.
Some Recollections of a Kentish Village (Smeed Farm, Hastingleigh,
Kent: by the author, 1985) when he wrote (p. 27):
“A last observation about 1912: Hay making, corn harvest, threshing, stonepicking, road mending and snow throwing gave a bit of work for the village,
which was poor financially but rich in friendship.”

Modernization was slow to come to this remote location. The first
telephone was installed at Court Lodge Farm in 1915, and before World
War II at The Shop and Rose Cottage. Piped water did not arrive in the
parish until the late 1920s and the chalk uplands were vulnerable to
drought. Ruth Forge recalls:

“I suppose it would be about Ladyday of 1921 that the great drought began.
The nearest spring of water was five miles away and my husband had to go there
with a wagon, two horses and his man each morning from March until the
second week of December. They would set out about eight o’clock and return
between twelve and one with a precious barrel of water. On Saturdays they
made two journeys so as to be able to rest on Sunday. I was allowed a tin
holding two gallons for my day’s allowance – this had to serve the grownups for
washing, drinking and all cooking for twenty four hours; and after July a new
baby was added to the household and his needs had all to be supplied from the
same two gallons! I hardly ever turn a tap now and see the water coming easily
and generously without saying Glory Hallelujah.”
This crisis led to a parish meeting in 1926 that approved provision of
piped water by the Mid Kent Water Company, although it took more
than a quarter century to be fully deployed. Electricity only arrived in
1951, and bus service to Ashford and Canterbury was later than that.
The picture today is quite different. The brochures of the borough of
Ashford speak glowingly of
“a tiny village of 250 people. It contains one of the remotest of parish churches
– St. Mary the Virgin, which lies under the shelter of a huge and hollow yew
tree … Located high on the Downs, the area is criss-crossed with walks, many
within a National Nature Reserve and which includes the locally famous Devil’s
Kneading Trough … The surrounding countryside is among the most delightful
in England, full of contrasts, from the dramatic scenery of the North Downs to
flat farmlands and exposed areas.”

Figure 1.6
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Hastingleigh’s manors in the Domesday Book.

Far from being a poorish village, Hastingleigh now is experiencing
gentrification, its location conveniently set back from the main
transportation arteries linking the Channel Tunnel to London, with newfound access both to France and to the City, and with changed valuation
of the environmental qualities preserved by centuries of remoteness.

The Domesday Survey
The first systematic details of people and land are to be found in William
the Conqueror’s inventory of his possessions, the Domesday Book,
compiled in 1086. The book tells us who held the land at the time of
Edward the Confessor (monarch from 1042 to 1066), who held it from
William in 1086 by barony as tenants-in-chief, and to whom these barons
subinfeuded their holdings. Hastingleigh’s manors are mentioned on
four occasions (Figure 1.6):
1.

The principal manor of HASTINGLEIGH, located in Bircholt
Hundred, had been held by Ulnod of King Edward, and at that time was
valued at 60 shillings. This had declined to 30 shillings, but now it was
worth 60s again. The tenant-in-chief, Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, had
subinfeuded the manor to Roger, son of Anschitil de Ros (who held a
number of other manors in Kent, including neighboring Ashenfield).
Roger also held Eastling, north-west of Hastingleigh, and manors in
Bucks, where he seated himself at Weston. At the time of King
Edward, the manor was assessed at 1 sulung; the Domesday survey
assessed it at 3 yokes because Hugh de Montfort had the other part. Of
the three arable ploughlands in Hastingleigh, two were on the demesne
and one was worked by 2 villeins, with six bordars. There also were
four serfs and there was enough woodland to provide pannage for 1 pig.

2.

One quarter of Hastingleigh (1/2 sulung), part of the manor held by
Ulnod from King Edward, was held by Hugh de Montfort. He had
subinfeuded the ploughland to an unnamed person, and there also were
2 bordars who paid 4 shillings in rent. The estate was worth 10
shillings.

3.

Located in Bircholt Hundred to the west of Hastingleigh (and later to
be combined with it) was ALDELOSE, assessed for ½ sulung. Godric
had held it in the time of King Edward, along with the neighboring
manor of Brabourne. Now it was occupied by one Osbert, who held it
of William son of Tahun. William, in turn, held it from tenant-in-chief

Odo. There was sufficient arable for two ploughlands, one on the
demesne and half farmed by 3 villeins. The manor had been worth 30
shillings at the time of King Edward, and now was worth 40 shillings.
4.

To the northwest of Hastingleigh, located in Wye Hundred, was
COMBE. It was assessed at 1 sulung, and had been held by Levret
(Leofred) of Ruckinge in the time of King Edward, when it was worth
60 shillings. Now, Wadard (who held four other manors in Kent) held
it of Bishop Odo, and its value had increased to 4 pounds and the
service of 1 knight. There was sufficient arable for two ploughlands,
one of which was on the demesne, and 9 villeins and 5 bordars held the
equivalent of 1½ ploughlands. In addition, there were 14 acres of
meadow and sufficient woodland to render 5 swine.

The Hastingleigh demesne [1 and 2 above] became Court Lodge Farm.
In the Survey of the Tenants of St. Thomas’s Hospital’s Manors, 1616
and 1618 (Appendix 4), it included among its tenancies the farms at
South Hill and Kingsmill (then called Kingman) Down. Aldelose [3]
was combined with the Hastingleigh demesne at an early date, and later
was sublet as New Barn Farm. As late as 1718, the Aldelose tenancies
included the Brabourne Downs, held by the Scotts of Brabourne Combe
manor. The Hastingleigh Combe demesne [4], which Hasted confused
with Brabourne Combe, later was called Combe Grove and ultimately
Big Coombe Farm. In 1616, the Combe tenancies included Little Combe
and the Hassell/Harshall Street Farms.
Domesday also includes entries for one other manor that features in
Hastingleigh history:
5.

FANE (Fanne, Vanne) was held by Adam fitz Hubert of Odo. Adam
also held another 19 Kentish manors. Fane was assessed at ½ sulung
and had sufficient arable for 1½ ploughlands. The demesne comprised
the equivalent of 2 ploughlands, with 3 villeins and 2 serfs, a church,
13 acres of meadow and sufficient woodland to render 10 swine. It had
been worth 4 pounds at the time of King Edward, had declined in value,
but once again was worth 4 pounds, of which Hugh de Montfort held
the right to 20 shillings.

6.

One Harold held a pig pasture which lay in Adam’s manor of Fanne.
The value was 5 shillings, and there were two bordars there who paid
30d.
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Later, Fane was granted to the royal manor of Wye and became the
property of Battle Abbey. By the reign of King Henry III, it had been
subdivided into the separate one-ploughland yokes of Fane and
Fanscombe. Fane occupied the northern half of the Domesday Fane, in
what is now Crundale. Fanscombe accounted for the southern half,
located atop the Downs to the west of Combe. Fanscombe was part of
Wye manor until Wye was surrendered to the Crown in 1538. It was
combined with Combe when King Edward VI endowed St. Thomas’s
Hospital of Southwark with land in Kent in 1553.
In total, the Domesday surveyors recorded that the Hastingleigh manor
farms comprised 8 ploughlands (i.e. upwards of 1,300 acres), of which 4
were in demesne (i.e. were cultivated as the lords’ lands). There were 14
villeins, 13 bordars and 4 serfs, 14 acres of meadowland and sufficient
woodland to yield 6 pigs each year. The future Fanscombe contributed
another ploughland, plus villeins, bordars, meadows and additional
pannage.

1. Hastingleigh
2. Hastingleigh
3. Aldelose
4. Combe
5. Fanscombe

Ploughlands

Villeins

Bordars

Serfs

3
1
2
2
1
9

2

6
2

4

3
9
4
18

5
2
15

4

Meadows
(acres)

Woods
(pigs)
1

14
7
21

5
2
8

For comparison, a survey of the fields and farms was completed in 1839
in preparation for the commutation of Hastingleigh’s tithes and reported
a total of 1,493 acres in the ecclesiastical parish. Some 620 acres were
arable, 563 acres were meadow and pasture, 176 acres were woodland,
16 acres were gardens, 24 acres were in hops, and the glebe was 21 acres
(Figure 7.1). Court Lodge, New Barn and Big Coombe Farms accounted
for 679 acres of the total (including woods), and 160 acres were in
Brabourne Downs. In all, 22 other farms were named, of which South
Hill (274 acres), Little Coombe (71 acres), Kingsmill Down (51 acres)
and Smeed (41 acres) had the greatest acreages within the parish.
Approximately 200 acres were in smaller holdings, crofts, and the glebe.
Some of the farmers also held contiguous land in the adjacent parishes.

In 1801, the census reported the population of the parish to be 152, rising
to 233 by 1841, a level maintained to 1881, but falling back to 178 by
1901. The household numbers varied between 35 and 49. These
numbers probably were not very different from the population in 1086:
there were 37 villein, bordar and serf households in that year.
The two Domesday tenants-in-chief, Odo of Bayeux and Hugh de
Montfort (aka Hugh Beard), along with a third baron, William
FitzOsbern, each possessed considerable holdings throughout
southeastern England. They were named as Regents during King
William’s absence in Normandy in 1067, tasked with defending the
south-east of the country from invaders. Ultimately, all three of their
extensive baronial holdings returned to the Crown, however. Odo’s
lands were surrendered during his lifetime for his trangressions,
William’s after his son, the Earl of Hereford, rebelled against King
William in 1075, and Hugh’s when his grandson Robert de Montfort
agreed to voluntary exile as penalty for supporting Robert Curthose
against King Henry I. The Crown awarded Hastingleigh to the Earls of
Leicester, Aldelose to the de Sayes, Combe directly to Wadard, and Fane
to Adam fitzHubert (and ultimately to Battle Abbey).
None of the feudal tenants-in-chief, nor any of the lords of the manors,
ever appear to have resided in the parish. Throughout their history, the
farms were leased to subtenants or were operated by bailiffs overseen by
stewards, and over the years pieces were hived off into smaller rentals or
sold freehold. As the lessees and the tenants changed, there was
considerable population mobility. Few families resided in Hastingleigh
for more than three or four generations. The farms were linked to the
lords of the manor via their steward rent collectors and behavior was
regulated by the Lord’s Court Baron and Court Leet. Despite the
mobility, many fines, deeds, and leases, the later stewards’ surveys and
accounts, and some of the Manorial Court Rolls have survived, providing
information about Hastingleigh that serves as a foundation for this
history, along with documentary accounts and records of the tenants-inchief and those who held the manorial lordships.
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The Nineteenth Century
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THE TENANTS-IN-CHIEF

In the feudal landholding system, groups of manors were held directly of
the King by great tenants-in-chief, the barons. In return, the barons were
obliged to provide to the King the trinodas necessitas (the three
obligations of military service, maintenance of roads and bridges, and
upkeep of castles). To meet their obligations, the barons subinfeuded
most of their manors to their knights, who became lords of the manor in
return for performing the military services and other duties that the
barons owed the Crown. In this way, land ownership, title and power
were linked to hierarchies of obligation. There sometimes were several
layers of subinfeudation.

Odo of Bayeux
The first of the Norman tenants-in-chief of Hastingleigh was ODO or
EUDES, William the Conqueror’s half-brother. Odo was born c.1030 to
Herluin de Conteville and Herlève, mother of William. His story is told
in G.C. Cokayne’s Complete Peerage, as are those of the Earls of
Leicester and the Dukes of Lancaster who succeeded him.
Odo was Bishop of Bayeux by 1050. He was present at the Council at
Lillebonne in 1066 when it was decided to invade England, and he
supplied ships to transport the troops. That he was present at Hastings,
fighting with a mace to avoid sinning by shedding blood, is
memorialized in the Bayeux Tapestries that he caused to be made to
commemorate the story of the Conquest (Figure 2.1). William awarded
him over 500 manors in England (some 200 in Kent) and made him Earl
of Kent and Warden of Dover Castle. When William went back to
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Figure 2.1

Odo is depicted in the Bayeux tapestries wielding a
mace, so that he could avoid the sin of spilling blood.
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Normandy, Odo was appointed as one of the Regents of England along
with Hugh de Montfort and William FitzOsbern. After FitzOsbern died,
Odo misused his position, however, wrongfully taking many additional
manors. A monk, writing in Ordericus Vitalis (ii: 222) stated
“There were mixed in this man vices with virtues, if I mistake not, he was more
concerned with worldly deeds than with the graces of spiritual thought.”

Upon William’s return, a trial was held at Penenden Heath and Odo was
forced to surrender the lands that he had obtained illegally. By 1075 he
was back in favor, however, helping put down the rebellion of the Earls
of Norfolk and Hereford (FitzOsbern’s son). In 1080 he suppressed
Northumberland, but his ambitions took over. Scheming to become
Pope, he stirred up unrest in England in support of his cause, and
William had him arrested in 1082. William’s assessment, in his own
words (Ordericus Vitalis iii: 246), was that
“Odo, my brother, is light minded and ambitious, cleaving to carnal desires and
of boundless harshness, and will never be changed from his dissolute ways and
noxious vanities.”

He was sent to Normandy and imprisoned at Rouen until 1087, when
William, on his deathbed, ordered his release. Odo was nothing but
consistent. Immediately, he became one of the chief conspirators who
sought to place Robert, Duke of Normandy, on the English throne,
opposing the forces of William II. He survived the siege of the castle at
Pevensey, by a stratagem escaped to Rochester castle, survived a second
siege there, and finally was banished from England and had his honours
and possessions confiscated as Robert’s forces crumbled. Returning to
Normandy, he accompanied Duke Robert on his crusade, but died at
Palermo in 1096.

The Earls of Leicester
After Odo’s disgrace, his fiefdom was held by the Crown for several
years until King William II awarded it to ROBERT de BEAUMONT.
Robert was born c.1046 and as a young man distinguished himself at the
battle of Hastings, receiving for his services large grants in Warwick and
lesser holdings in Leicester, Northants and Wilts. In 1080 he inherited

the title Count of Meulan from his mother’s family. After William I’s
death he remained a close supporter of William II. By 1090, he also had
succeeded to his father Roger’s considerable estates in Normandy. He
was present at William II’s death in 1100 and accompanied Henry on his
ride to claim the throne, supporting him in the civil unrest that followed.
In 1102, after receiving the whole of the town of Leicester upon the
death of Ives de Grandmesnil, Henry’s chief opponent, he was made Earl
of Leicester. He supported Henry in Normandy, and commanded the
second line at the battle of Tenchebrai in 1106. He died in 1118 and was
buried with his ancestors at the chapter house of Préaux, survived by his
widow Isabel de Vermandois and by twin sons Waleran and Robert.
Hastingleigh remained part of the Leicester fiefdom until it was merged
with that of Lancaster and ultimately became part of the Crown’s estates
by virtue of the Duchy of Lancaster.
The twins were 14 when their father died and they were brought up in the
royal household. On a trip to Normandy with the King to meet Pope
Calixtas in 1119, they were said to have astounded the cardinals by their
learning. Waleran later rebelled against the King, but his forces were
defeated and 80 of his knights were captured at the battle of
Rougemontier in 1123. Among them was the holder of the Lordship of
Hastingleigh, Geoffrey de Turville, who had his eyes gouged out on the
King’s orders for his part in the revolt (Chapter 3). Robert de
Beaumont’s ultimate successor was the other twin, his son ROBERT,
EARL OF LEICESTER, called ‘Le Bossu’. Robert later supported
Henry’s successor Stephen in his battles for the Crown after Henry I died
in 1135. At the defeat of Stephen by Matilda in 1141, most of Robert’s
properties were confiscated and he retired to Leicester. He was,
however, restored to his fiefdom and also granted the Stewardship of
England and Normandy by Henry II just before the new King’s accession
in 1154. From then until his death in 1168, Robert was closely allied
with the Crown.
He was succeeded by his son ROBERT, EARL of LEICESTER, called
‘Blanchemaine’. After he succeeded his father, he took the side of
Prince Henry, son of Henry II, when he revolted in 1173, and for this the
King confiscated his estates. The younger Geoffrey de Turville, Lord of
Hastingleigh, had his castle at Weston razed and paid a massive fine to
reclaim his estates for his part in supporting his Lord. Robert fled to
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Normandy, returned with an invasion force, but was defeated, captured,
and imprisoned at Falaise in 1174. Leicester castle was demolished. In
1176, no longer a threat, Robert had his lands restored. He left on
pilgrimage, returned in 1183 to be imprisoned again, was in favor when
he attended the coronation of Richard I in 1189, left again on pilgrimage,
but died at Durazzo in 1190 on his way home from Jerusalem.
Robert was succeeded by his second son, also ROBERT, EARL of
LEICESTER, styled ‘FitzPernel’. He accompanied Richard I on his
crusade, and was confirmed in his earldom at Messina in 1191. During
Richard’s captivity in Austria, Robert fought to protect Normandy
against incursions by the French. Captured and imprisoned in 1194
while defending Rouen, he was released two years later, and he was
Steward at the coronation of King John in 1199.
Robert died without children in 1204. His coheirs were his sisters
Amice, wife of Simon, Seigneur de Montfort, and Margaret, wife of
Saher de Quincy. AMICE styled herself COUNTESS of LEICESTER,
and died in 1215.
She was succeeded by her son SIMON de MONTFORT the elder.
Simon was on a crusade in 1202, but returned to England and was
recognized as Earl of Leicester in 1205. In 1209 he led the crusade
against the Albigensian heretics, capturing Béziers and Carcassonne,
Albi, Toulouse and Castelnaudary, and defeating Pedro, King of Aragon
in 1213. But in 1218 he was killed by a stone thrown from a mangonel
when trying to suppress further troubles in Toulouse.
He initially was succeeded by his oldest son AMAURI de
MONTFORT, who used the title Earl of Leicester, but in 1229 Amauri
came to an agreement with his younger brother Simon. Simon
quitclaimed to him all his patrimony in France in return for a reciprocal
grant by Amauri of their father’s lands in England. This was
consummated when Amauri came to Westminster in 1239 and
surrendered to Simon all their father’s inheritance in England.
SIMON de MONTFORT, EARL of LEICESTER, after succeeding to
his father’s lands, was expelled from England by King Henry III, but
later was reconciled. After crusading in 1240, he undertook sensitive

negotiations with France for the Crown and suppressed a revolt in
Gascony, but over the years became an ardent advocate of the rights of
the Barons against the King. This advocacy ended in conflict, and Simon
led the opposition forces in the Baron’s War that broke out in 1264.
King Henry III and Prince Edward were captured at the battle of Lewes
in 1264 and Simon took over the government. His forces were defeated
by the King’s supporters at the battle of Evesham in 1265, however, and
Simon was killed. His lands were forfeited to the Crown. Simon’s great
contribution to the governance of England was to call the Knights of the
Shire and Burgesses of Towns to sit in councils of the nation. This was
the precursor to the House of Commons. The great lords and barons
ultimately came to sit in a second chamber, The House of Lords.
Simon’s example was followed by Edward I when he succeeded his
father Henry, fostering the gradual evolution of parliamentary
institutions in England.

Leicester and Lancaster Combine
When he recovered the Crown, King Henry III immediately awarded the
honour of Leicester and all of the lands that had been held by Simon de
Montfort to his second surviving son, EDMUND, styled ‘Crouchback,’
making him EARL of LEICESTER in October 1265. Prince Edmund
had been confirmed as King of Sicily by Pope Innocent IV in 1254, and
in 1264 helped his mother raise an army of Flemish mercenaries to help
save his father from Simon de Montfort’s imprisonment. In addition to
the lands that had been held by Simon, Edmund received the lands of the
Earl of Derby, and in 1267 the honour, county, castle and town and all of
the King’s demesne in Lancashire, when he was made EARL of
LANCASTER. From this point on, the Leicester and Lancaster fees
were joined. In 1270, when he was about to go on a crusade, he had
leave to let all of his lands save his castles and fortresses for a period of
seven years. He took part in the wars against the Welsh in 1277, and in
1282 captured Llewellyn and had him beheaded. Later, he led a force
against Gascony, but died in June 1296 at Bayonne while besieging
Bordeaux.
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Edmond was survived by his second wife Blanche, widow of Henry,
King of Navarre. In 1298 she received a third of Edmund’s lands as her
dower, and among the manors allocated her were, in Buckinghamshire:
Weston by Ayllesburys. A moiety of the manor held by Nicholas Torevyle by
service of 1 knight’s fee.
Saundresdon. 1 knight’s fee held by the same.
Calfonte St. Peter. 2 fees held by the same.
Teppelawe and Penne. 1 fee held by the same.
Godwyneston. 1 fee held by the same.
Weston. 1 knight’s fee held by Ela de Herdeborwe and Isabel her sister,
daughters and heirs of Roger de Herdeborwe.
Teppelawe. ½ fee held by the same.
La Penne. 1/8 fee held by the same.
Weston. 1 knight’s fee held by George de Charneles.
Teppelawe and la Penne. 1 knight’s fee held by the same.
La Penne. 1/8 knight’s fee held by the same.
Hastingleye. 1 knight’s fee held by the same.

Note the inclusion of Hastingleigh in this list. This is because Roger,
who held Hastingleigh from Odo in 1086, centered his fief at Weston in
Bucks. In 1298, the Lordship of Hastingleigh was still in possession of
one of Roger’s descendants; on the death of William de Turville before
1222 his Buckinghamshire estates had been divided among his three
daughters, hence the threefold division of the Weston estates among their
descendants.
Blanche died in 1302 in Paris, and Hastingleigh was among the lands
that reverted to her son THOMAS, EARL of LANCASTER and
LEICESTER. At his father’s death, Thomas was a minor in the King’s
custody, but he had seisin of his lands in 1298, subject to his mother’s
dower. He was repeatedly summoned for service against the Scots, first
supporting and then opposing Piers de Gavaston. In 1308 he became
Steward of England. Via his marriage, he also assumed the titles of Earl
of Lincoln and Earl of Salisbury. In 1312 Gavaston was beheaded in the
presence of Thomas, his brother Henry, and many of his knights,
including Nicholas de Turville, who by then held Hastingleigh.
Thereafter, Thomas was once again in action against the Scots. In 1317,
he and the King came into conflict, but civil war was avoided by the Earl

of Pembroke, who persuaded them to refer their differences to
Parliament. After reconciliation, they joined forces on the Scottish
campaign in 1319, and Thomas was at the siege of Berwick. But again
he came into conflict with the King and in 1321 his castle at Pontefract
was besieged and his lands were taken. He was captured and beheaded
22 Mar. 1321/2 at Pontefract in front of his cousin the King.
Thomas was succeeded by his brother HENRY of LANCASTER.
Henry served with the King in Flanders in 1297-8 and, summoned by
writ to Parliament, became Lord Lancaster. In 1313 he was pardoned for
his role in the execution of Gavaston, and in 1323 petitioned the King for
the earldoms and estates of Leicester and Lancaster, becoming Earl of
Leicester in 1324. In 1326 he was called Earl of Lancaster and Leicester,
and in that year joined the Queen in her campaign with Roger de
Mortimer against Edward II, after which he was keeper of the King at
Kenilworth, and present 1 Feb. 1326/7 at the Coronation of Edward III,
who he knighted. He next was appointed Capt. General of the King’s
armies against the Scots. It was at this time (c.1330) that he received
livery of the honours and manors of his brother Thomas, but also became
blind. Nontheless, he continued to serve the Crown, and in 1341 was
granted the return of all writs and fines on his, and his heirs, lands and
fees.
Upon his death in 1345, Henry was succeeded by his son HENRY ‘of
Grosmont’. In 1336 he was created Earl of Derby, and in 1345
succeeded to the earldoms of Leicester and Lancaster and the
Stewardship of England, followed in 1348 by the earldom of Lincoln. In
1350/1 he was created DUKE of LANCASTER. Much of his life as
spent in military service, both on land and at sea, against the Scots and
the French. At his death in 1360/1 without male heirs, his Dukedom of
Lancaster became extinct. His earldoms devolved on his two daughters
and his barony fell into abeyance between them.
The oldest daughter, MAUD, age 21 in 1361, received Leicester and
younger daughter Blanche, age 14, received Lancaster. Maud had been
married by contract to Ralph, heir of Lord Stafford, in 1344, and was
only 8 years old when he died in 1348. She next was married, at 12, to
William, Duke of Bavaria, Count of Holland and Zeeland. She returned
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to England to claim her inheritance, but died of the plague in April 1362.
Some alleged she was poisoned. Her inheritance reverted to Blanche.
BLANCHE married JOHN of GAUNT, the third surviving son of King
Edward III. In 1361 John had been summoned as Earl of Lancaster and
Richmond, to which he added the Earldom of Leicester in 1362, when he
also was created Duke of Lancaster. He was dispatched on diplomatic
missions for the Crown and from 1367 to 1374 served as a commander in
the Hundred Years’ War against France. Blanche died in 1369. In 1371
John assumed control of the government from his senile father. In the
same year he married Constance, the eldest surviving daughter and
coheir of the murdered Don Pedro, in whose right he assumed the title
King of Castile and Leon. In 1377 he presided over the coronation of his
nephew Richard II, retaining power, but pursuing policies that led to the
Peasants’ Revolt in 1381. In 1386 he left for Spain to claim his title, but
resigned it in 1388 in favor of the Infante Henry (afterwards Henry III)
of Castile, to whom he married his daughter Constance. In 1390 he was
created Duke of Aquitaine. He died in 1399 at Leicester Castle.
His only surviving son and heir by Blanche was HENRY ‘of
Bolingbroke’, styled Earl of Derby. Henry devoted much of his early
years to the work of Parliament and Council, remaining in the
background while his father ran the government. But when John of
Gaunt was off in Spain in 1386, Henry and four others – the Lords
Appellants – formed a party in opposition to the Crown. John returned in
time to reconcile the differences and Bolingbroke left for crusades in
Lithuania (1390) and Prussia (1392). In 1397 he was created Duke of
Hereford, but the King (Richard II) took advantage of a quarrel with
Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Surrey, to engineer the banishment of both
men. When John of Gaunt died in 1399, the Yorkist Richard seized the
Lancastrian estates, depriving Henry of his inheritance. Henry invaded
England in June 1399 as a champion of the nobility. King Richard was
forced to abdicate his throne three months later and Bolingbroke
ascended as KING HENRY IV. All his honours were merged into the
estates of the Crown. Richard was imprisoned in Pontefract castle and
died there early in 1400, probably murdered by starvation on the orders
of his cousin. Henry died in 1413.

The Crown by Virtue of the Duchy of Lancaster
Cokayne notes that:
“One of the first acts of King Henry the Fourth, after he had ascended the
throne, was to grant in Parliament a charter, in which the lands and possessions
of the Duchy of Lancaster were declared to be a separate inheritance distinct
from the lands and possessions of the Crown. The prerogatives of the King
were annexed to all the possessions as separated, but the rule or governance of
the estates was to be under an appropriate management, the distribution of the
revenues by a distinct treasury, and the ordering of all matters connected
therewith was vested in an establishment called the Chancellor and Council of
the Duchy. The subject and the Sovereign became by this act one, identified in
personal capacity, but separate in interests. King Henry IV did not add any new
possessions to the Duchy of Lancaster, but allowed them to remain as he and his
father John of Gaunt had previously enjoyed them.”

A consequence of this act was that the manor farms and the advowson of
Hastingleigh became tenancies-in-chief of the Crown, and remained so
through the reigns of the next eight monarchs:
HENRY V
HENRY VI
EDWARD IV
EDWARD V
RICHARD III
HENRY VII
HENRY VIII
EDWARD VI

reigned 1413-1422
1422-1461 and 1470-1471
1461-1470 and 1471-1483
1483
1483-1485
1485-1509
1509-1547
1547-1553

It was the King who, as tenant-in-chief by virtue of the Duchy of
Lancaster, determined who should hold the Lordship of Hastingleigh.
Direct control by the Crown ended in 1553, however. In that year, by
charter, King Edward VI refounded ST. THOMAS’s HOSPITAL in
Southwark and assigned a number of lordships and manors, including
Hastingleigh, Aldelose, Combe, and Fanscombe to a trust committed to
the financial support of the hospital. St. Thomas’s leased the lands to
produce income, but, in the words of Edward Hasted, “the manorial
rights, royalties, and quit-rents, the Governors of the Hospital retain(ed)
in their own hands,” not selling until the twentieth century.
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THE LORDS OF THE MANORS

The great tenants-in-chief subinfeuded many of their manors to their
supporters, usually in return for knightly service. We know, thanks to
the Domesday Book, who held the Hastingleigh manor farms in 1086:
Hastingleigh – Roger, son of Anschitil, of Odo.
Aldelose – Osbert, of William son of Tahun, who held of Odo.
Combe – Wadard, of Odo.
Fanscombe (in Fane) – Adam, of Odo.
The subsequent history of these holdings is one of subtenants who took
the Aldelose and Combe surnames, of the merging of Aldelose with
Hastingleigh and of Fanscombe with Combe, and the ultimate awarding
of all of the properties to St. Thomas’s Hospital of Southwark by King
Edward VI in 1553.

The Lordship of Hastingleigh
Roger, son of Anschitil de Ros, held Hastingleigh and Eastling in Kent
from Odo in 1086. In addition, he held Puttenham in Herts and thirteen
manors in Bucks, including Weston, Chalfont, Taplow, La Penne and
Saunderton. Together, his holdings were assessed at 50 hides. He made
Weston his caput and constructed a castle there; the manor was
subsequently known as Weston Turville and his descendants called
themselves de Turville. They became mesne lords who subinfeuded
Hastingleigh to others. The pattern of subinfeudation continued
throughout the manor’s history. There is no evidence that any of those
who held the lordship of Hastingleigh ever resided there.
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THE LORDS OF HASTINGLEIGH

1066-1087
1087-1118
1118-1168

Tenants-in-chief

1066-1168

Mesne Lords

Odo of Bayeux
Robert de Beaumont
Robert ‘le Bossu’

-1130
1130-1177

Roger, son of Anschitil
Geoffrey de Turville
Geoffrey de Turville

1168-1287
1168-1190

Robert ‘Blanchemaine’

1177-1222

William de Turville

1190-1204
1204-1215
1215-1218
1218-1239
1239-1265

Robert ‘FitzPernel’
Amice of Leicester
Simon de Montfort Sr.
Amauri de Montfort
Simon de Montfort

12221247-1270
1270
1272-1283
1283-1287

heirs of Wm.
Richard & Dionisia Le Hakun
William de Roynges
William de Sancto Claro
Robert de Sancto Claro

1287-1362
1265-1296
1296-1321
1321-1345

Edmund ‘Crouchback’
Thomas of Lancaster
Henry of Lancaster

1345-1361
1361-1362

Henry of Grosmont
Maud

1287-1298
1298
1313-1329
1329
1345-1346
1361

Nicholas de Turville
George de Charneles
Nicholas de Turville
Hugh de Turpliton
Thomas de Bax
John Vyncent and parceners

1362-1461
1362-1399
1399-1413

Blanche/
John of Gaunt
Henry IV

1413-1422
1422-1461

Henry V
Henry VI

-1370
-1399
1417-1462

Thomas de Couen
Lora Couen Pekham
Robert de Couen
heirs of Robert
William le Haute

1461-1553
1461-1470
1470-1471
1471-1483
1483
1483-1485
1483-1509
1509-1547
1547-1553

Edward IV
Henry VI
Edward IV
Edward V
Richard III
Henry VII
Henry VIII
Edward VI

1462-1487

Richard Haute

1488-1527
1527-1539
1539-1553

Edward Haute
Savoy Hospital
The Crown

From 1553 to 2000, the Lordship was held by the Governors of St. Thomas’s
Hospital of Southwark. In 2000 it was transferred to Brian J.L. Berry.

On Roger’s death his inheritance passed to Geoffrey de Turville whose
grandsons, William and Richard de Turville, were sued in 1212 by
Herbert de Bolebec, “great-grandson and heir of Isabel, the daughter of
Roger, son of Anschitil,” for seven and a quarter knights’ fees in Weston,
Penn, and Taplow, and two knights’ fees in Chalfont (Curia Regis Rolls,
14 John). The suit was evidently unsuccessful and it may therefore be
fairly presumed that Geoffrey was Roger’s son and heir, for it is quite
unlikely that the de Turvilles could otherwise have resisted so strong a
claim.
After Bishop Odo’s forfeiture, his fiefdom passed to Robert de
Beaumont, Earl of Leicester and Count of Meulan. Robert’s son
Waleran, Count of Meulan, rebelled against the King in 1123, and was
defeated at the battle of Rougemontier, where he and some eighty of his
men-at-arms – the knights who held manors from him – were taken
prisoners. One of these was Geoffrey de Turville. At Rouen, the
following year, King Henry I pronounced judgment on the captives and
caused the eyes of Geoffrey and another knight named Odard du Pin to
be put out. The Count of Flanders, who was then at the court,
commiserated the lot of the condemned and said to the King,
“my lord King, you are doing what is quite abhorrent to our usages when you
mutilate captives taken in the service of their lords;”

to which the King replied,
“Sir Count, I do what is right, and I will prove it by good reasons. Geoffrey and
Odard became my liege men with the consent of their lords and, breaking their
oaths of fealty, proved false to me and therefore incurred the penalty of death or
mutilation.”

(This account from Ordericus Vitalis).
Geoffrey died c.1130, when his son, also Geoffrey de Turville, paid a
fine of £4 8s 6d to inherit his father’s lands in Bucks, and a smaller
amount on the lands beyond that county (Pipe Rolls, 31 Henry I). In
1146 Geoffrey acknowledged that, with the consent of Gundred his wife,
he had given to the church of St. Mary of Missenden, for the souls of his
father Geoffrey, his brother William (William de Putenham), himself, his
wife and his sons, all the land of “la Lega” that Ralf de Haltuna held.
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(Cartulary of Missenden Abbey, No. 201). By another charter of about
the same date Geoffrey gave to John de “Leia” and to his heirs a hide of
land of his demesne in Weston and the mill that William held, free from
all service save that John and his heirs should do castle-guard in the
castle of Weston for forty days in time of war, with a destrier and a
rouncey, and for three weeks in time of peace. And this he did because
John had surrendered to him his own inheritance, to wit, the land of
“Leia” which he had given to the canons of Missenden in alms. This
deed was witnessed by the abbot of Missenden, Hugh de Noers, William
de Puteham, Payn de Puteham, Osbert de Saunderton and many others,
including the whole halvimote of Weston. (Cartulary of Missenden
Abbey, No. 248).
The Earl of Leicester was one of the chief supporters of Prince Henry in
his revolt against his father King Henry in 1173. Geoffrey must have
come to his lord’s aid, because in 1174 the Pipe Rolls record the payment
of 59s 6d. “for the custody of the castle of Weston which was of
Geoffrey de Turville before it was razed.” Geoffrey died soon thereafter,
before 1177. His heir was the William de Turville who, at the
beginning of the thirteenth century, held nineteen knights’ fees of the
honour of Leicester (Red Book of the Exchequer). Hastingleigh appears
to have been subinfeuded to a family who took the name: a Johanne de
Hastingle, Magistro, was mentioned in 1210 (Archaeologia Cantiana V
208-9). William, by his wife Isabel, had a son William who died without
issue before 1217. William Sr. was dead before 1222, when his three
daughters, Cecily, the wife of Roger de Craft, Isabel, the wife of
Walhamel le Poure, and Pernell, the wife of Simon de “Creullona” or, as
he is usually called, Simon de Turville, were named as his heirs. That
the de Turvilles continued to subinfeud Hastingleigh is suggested by the
Testa de Nevill of 1242-3, when Michael de Hastingel’ held three
quarters of a fee there “of the heirs of William de Turville.” Such
subinfeudation must have continued at least through 1329, when Simon’s
descendant Sir Nicholas de Turville disposed of the 6 knights’ fees of
Weston Turville.
In 1254, Richard Hakun held through his wife Dionisia (Denise) three
parts of a knight’s fee in Hastingleigh of the Earl of Leicester
(Archaeologia Cantiana 22 220):

1254, Dimidium Hundredum de Bircholte. In eodem Hundredo sunt Villate
Braburne, Hastinleghe, Westbraburne and Begeham. Richardus Hakun tenet per
uxorem suam tres partes vnius feod in Hastingleigh de Comte Leycestrie.

That the manor was held directly from the Earl implies that Dionisia
must have been a de Turville heir, because we later encounter Simon de
Turville’s descendants in possession. She and Richard took possession
as early as 1247 (Archaeologia Cantiana, Feet of Fines 5 212 – hereafter
FoF5):
32 Henry III [1247], at Canterbury. Nicholas son of Ralp, tenants, quit claimed
a carucate and a half of land and 46s 8d of rent in Hastingleigh to Richard
Hakun and his wife Dionisia in return for a yearly payment of 2 marks at St.
Andrew the Apostle and Michaelmas, to be paid for the rest of his life.

They also acquired other land in the parish. In 1259 Richard and Denise
acknowledged John de Criecles to be the owner of 71 acres of land they
held in Hastingleigh, paying yearly at Easter 6d at the court of John at
Eysmerefield (the Criol estate of Ashenfield in Waltham), and doing as
much royal service as attached to the land (FoF5 309).
In 1270, William de Roynges and his wife Joan acquired rights to the
manor from Richard and Dionisia, doing the service of one third of a
knight’s fee. In return, Richard and his wife received a messuage, a mill,
60 acres of land and 7 acres of meadow in Royng (Rooting in Pluckley)
and Hachfeld (Hackfield), plus 1d. paid to “the chief lords” each Easter
and 7 marks a year paid equally at Michaelmas and Easter by William,
his heirs, “or whoever holds the said manor” for the lives of Richard and
Dionisia (FoF5 367).
The manor was not held very long by William and Joan, however. In
1272 William de Sancto Claro (St Clare) paid William and his wife 200
pounds for the rights to the manor and acknowledged the service of a
knight’s fee (FoF5 396). The St. Clares held Hastingleigh from the de
Turvilles for upwards of 70 years, but, as Hasted notes in his History and
Topographical Survey of the County of Kent (1778):
“they had quitted the possession of it before the 20th year of K. Edw. III [1346],
when Thomas de Bax paid aid for it at the making of the Black Prince a Knight,
as half a knight’s fee, which Robert de St. Clere before held in Hastingligh, of
Nicholas Troville, and he of the Earl of Leicester…it afterwards became the

26 Hastingleigh 1000-2000 A.D.
property of the Hauts, one of whom, Richard Haut, died seized of it in the 3 rd
year of K. Henry VII, holding it of the King as of his Duchy of Lancaster.”

The St. Clares should not be confused with the de Clares, who also had
interests in the area. William de Clare, Earl of Pembroke married, 2nd,
Alianore, the King’s sister, in 14 Henry III (1229), and confirmed that if
she should survive him she would have the manor of Brabourne for life.
He died the next year and she married Simon de Montfort, who was
tenant-in-chief of Hastingleigh, but who was killed in 1265, as discussed
in the previous chapter. Brabourne was divided among William’s five
sisters because his four brothers, Richard, Gilbert, Walter and Anselm,
were already dead. Richard had died at the Ashenfield manor of his
friend John de Criol 15 July 1262. Brabourne passed to William de
Valence, the King’s half-brother, but later came into the possession of
the Scott family.
William de Sancto Claro was the grandson of baron William de Sancto
Claro, Governor of Rochester Castle, noted for his tenacious defense of
the castle against the forces of Simon de Montfort in 1264, and the son of
a second William de Sancto Claro, who fought as aggressively on the
side of Simon against his father. The grandfather William died in 1264,
either in the defense of the castle or at the battle of Lewes immediately
thereafter. The son William, with Simon at Lewes and Evesham, “by
reason of the transgressions charged against him” had his lands given to
Baldewino de Akeny (Curia Sccacarii, 51 Henry III. 1267). However,
soon thereafter “Rex restitutit Willo. de Sancto Claro omnia sua
haereditamenta” (Patent Rolls, 1267). The lands he recovered included
145 acres of land, 8½ acres of meadow, marsh for 200 sheep, rents, and a
windmill in East Tilbury, Essex, and lands at Corringham and
Denegeberi (Danbury) in the same county. He died in the same year, and
at his Ipm his properties were listed as above, plus the “lands and
liberties of the castle of Rochester,” which he must have held de jure by
inheritance from his father (William Sinclair, The Sinclairs of England,
London: Trübner & Co. 1887, 338). The St. Clares’ East Tilbury
property is of interest because it reappears later in the history of
Hastingleigh and Brabourne families. In 1485, the manor was given to
Sir Edward Poynings (who held the advowson of Hastingleigh) and a
number of other gentlemen by John Scott of Brabourne, Sir Edward’s
father-in-law. How the Scotts came to possess East Tilbury is not yet
known.

The Sir William de Sancto Claro who succeeded the previous two
Williams purchased the rights to Hastingleigh in 1272. In 1274 he also
held two half fees in the hundred of Shamel, Kent, from William
Mountchesney (Great and Little Okely). He was a knight serving Roger
de Mortimer in 1277, was Sheriff of Essex and Herts in 1278-9, a justice
and a commissioner, and a keeper of the Bishopric of Winchester when it
was vacant 1280-82. He died in 1283, and his exors were Robert de St.
Clare and Jn. FitzSimon, Nov. 1287. He had married Felicia Butler,
daughter of Nicholas le Boteler, in 1270, but he evidently died childless.
William was succeeded by Sir Robert de Sancto Claro, relationship
unknown, who in 1301 was in possession of the manor of St. Cleres in
East Tilbury. Robert appears in a number of deeds in the Medway area,
near Rochester, in the late thirteenth century. He was enrolled as a
Knight of Essex for defense of the coast in 1296, and served in Flanders
in 1297 and against the Scots in 1298. His name appears in the Kentish
records as a juror in proceedings concerning the manors of Eylesford and
East Chalk, and as late as 1310 he held the manor of St. Cleres near
Colchester in Essex. The date of his death is unknown, as is the date
when Hastingleigh passed out of de St. Clare possession, but by 1329 it
was subinfeuded to others by de Turville descendants.
When, in 1298, Blanche (widow of Edmund Crouchback) received the
manor in dower, Hastingleigh was held from the Leicesters by George
de Charneles for 1 knight’s fee. George also held a knight’s fee in
Weston and in Taplow, and must have had a de Turville connection. Sir
George de Charnels, son of Sir Nicholas de Charniles, was summoned
from Warwick and Leicester to serve against in the Scots 24 June 1301.
He owed £400 there 10 Oct. 1311. There was an inquiry concerning an
assault on him at Rokesby, Warw. 29 Aug. 1312. The other shares of
Weston were held by Sir Nicholas de Torevyle (descended from Simon
de Turville) by service of 1 knight’s fee, and by Ela de Herdeborwe and
Isabel her sister, heirs of Roger de Herdeborwe, again for a knight’s fee.
‘de Herdeborwe’ was actually de Herdebergh. William de Turville’s
daughter Cecily had married Roger de Craft. Their daughter Isabel de
Craft married Roger de Herdebergh and they had a son Hugh who died in
1265, succeeded by Roger, the father of Ela and Isabel. This implies that
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Sir George’s share of the Turville fee derived from Isabel le Poure, the
third of William de Turville’s heirs.
Evidently, the three shares were brought together once again under the de
Turville name by the descendants of Simon de Turville. Sir Nicholas de
Turville of 1298 was dead before 1313. He was succeeded by his son,
also Sir Nicholas de Turville, who came into possession of the entire
Weston fee, recombining the inheritance. In 1313 he was pardoned for
participating in the execution of Gavaston. In 1315 he released the rents
from various tenements from his manor of Helmdon, Northants, to
Robert Lovett, husband of his daughter and heir Sarah. Helmdon had
passed to Simon de Turville before 1206. According to Knights of
Edward I, Sir Nicholas was with Roger de Mortimer in Ireland 1316-18,
and was summoned as a Knight of Warwick to the Great Council at
Westminster in May 1324, the year Henry succeeded his brother Thomas
as Earl of Leicester and Lancashire. In Jan. 1329 Nicholas granted
Weston Turvill with 6 knights’ fees there and at La Penne, Tappelawe,
Saunterdone, Godwynston and Hastingeleye to Sir Hugh de Turpliton,
but before 1346 Thomas de Bax was in possession, as is revealed by the
list of assessments in Kent to knight the Black Prince, anno 20 Edward
III (1346), as set down in Archaeologia Cantiana X 134:
“De Thoma de Bea pro dimidio f. quod Robertus de Sancto Claro tenuit in
Hastynglieghe de Nicholao Trouille et ipse de Comite Leycestrie – xxs.”

Turpliton had been pardoned in 1323 for supporting Mortimer, thereafter
was granted lands in Ireland, and subsequently was ordered to remain in
the Marches of Wales to “punish disobedience” there.
The next years, 1348-9, were disastrous at Hastingleigh as elsewhere.
The Black Death – bubonic plague in its pneumonic form – swept
through England, returning in 1373-4, 1390 and 1400. More than a third
of the country’s population died, devastating the communal system of
cultivation on the manor farms. Scarce labor could obtain wage
employment and could no longer be bound to the land. Many villages
were abandoned. There is speculation that the original village of
Hastingleigh was located just beyond St. Mary’s Church on the east side,
between the church and the Court Lodge, although archaeological
investigation remains to be undertaken. Arthur Marsh says that the
plague hit the population so hard that there were few people left in the

village and these remaining families burned down their houses and
moved up the hill on to clean ground. This is said to be why the present
village is so far from the Church.
After the first wave of the plague, at the 35 Edward III (1361/2)
Inquisition Post Mortem of Henry, Duke of Lancaster, a moiety and a
fourth part (i.e., three-fo urths) of a knight’s fee in Hastingleigh was held
by John Vyncent and his parceners (co-heirs), but within a very short
time, Hastingleigh appears to have become the property of Sir Thomas
de Couen. The Couen family originated in Couen (Coven), a manor in
the parish of Brewood, Staffs. Sir Thomas, who fought for Edward III at
the battle of Crecy in 1346, subsequently moved to Kent, where he began
construction of a new home at Ightham Mote. This survives as the most
complete moated medieval manor house in England. It is located 8 miles
west of Maidstone and 3 miles east of Sevenoaks. Sir Thomas was
Knight of the Shire, representing Kent in Parliament in 1368 and 1369.
His effigy, in full armour, can be seen in the church at Ightham. His will,
of uncertain date, is summarized with commentary in Archaeologia
Cantiana IV (1861) 221-5. Because the original is written in Latin, the
editors rendered a summary in English for readers of the journal:
“This is the Will and intention of Sr. Thomas Couen, Kt., with regard to the
feoffment made of all his lands and manors, to Sr. Thomas Moraunt, Kt., James
de Pecham, Robert Atte Beche, Rector of the Church of Eyghtham, John
Langhere, Rector of the Church of Mereworth and John Hasleden, Vicar of the
Church of Wrotham, as appears in a certain deed.
First: after his death, the aforesaid shall enfeoff Lora, his wife in the manors
called Aldham, Hastynglegh, Werhorn, and Snave, with all their pertinances, for
the term of her life.
Also, when Robert, his son, shall come to the age of 21 years, he being six years
old at the date of these presents, they shall enfeoff the foresaid Robert in the
Manor called La Mote with all the lands which he had in the parishes of Seele,
Eyghtham, and Shiborne, to the foresaid Robert, and the heirs of his body
lawfully begotten; and, in like manner, when Thomas, son of the aforesaid
Thomas, shall come to the age of twenty-one years, being now three years old at
the date of these presents, they shall enfeoff the said Thomas in the manors of
Crofton and Berstede, to the foresaid Thomas, and the heirs of his body lawfully
begotten.
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Figure 3.1. Sir Thomas Couen’s monument
in the Ightham church, c.1370 (above), from
Sir Edward R. Harrison, The History and
Records of Ightham Church (1932), opposite
p.25. The engraving of the monument (to the
left) is from Alfred Stothard’s Monumental
Effigies of Great Britain (1811-33). Armorial
specialists say that Sir Thomas is wearing a
typical fourteenth-century combination of
mail and plate. His arms and legs are
protected by plate armour – cuisses on the
thighs, greaves on the shins, poleyns on the
knees, upper and lower cannons of the
vambrace on his arms, with winged couters at
the elbow, and bell-shaped cuffs on his
gauntlets. The surcoat is a short, tight-fitting
tunic called a jupon, which displays the coat
of arms. Under it he is wearing a mail
habergeon, which shows beneath the jupon
and at the joints in his limbs. His bascinet is
increasingly pointed in shape, with its mail
aventail still in place. He also wears a typical
belt of plates at his hips, to which are
attached both his sword and his dagger.

And, if the foresaid Lora, wife of the said Thomas, keep herself sole and chaste
without a husband married to her, she shall have the wardship of the foresaid
Robert and Thomas, his sons, and of all his sons, with all the profits of the
foresaid tenements and manors of La Mote, Croftone, and Berstede, until the
said Robert and Thomas come of age; and if she do not keep herself sole, the
said feoffees shall have the wardship of the said Robert and Thomas; and all the
profits of the foresaid manors of Mote, Croftone, and Berstede, over and above
the maintenance of the foresaid Robert and Thomas, shall be delivered to the
aforesaid Robert and Thomas, when they shall come of full age.
And after the decease of the said Lora, all the foresaid manors of Aldham,
Hastynglegh, Werehorn, and Snave, shall remain to Robert, son of the foresaid
Thomas, when he is of full age, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten;
and if it happen that the said Robert die without heirs of his body, all the
foresaid manors of Mote, Aldham, Hastynglegh, Werhorn, and Snave, shall
remain to Thomas, his brother, son of the foresaid Thomas Couen, and the heirs
of his body lawfully begotten.
And if it happen that the foresaid Thomas die without heirs of his body, the
foresaid manors of Croftone and Berstede shall remain to Robert, his brother,
son of Thomas Couen, and the heirs of his body lawfully begotten.
And if it happen that the foresaid Robert and Thomas die without heirs of their
bodies lawfully begotten, all the foresaid manors shall remain to the heirs of the
said Sir Thomas Couen, Kt., lawfully begotten; and if there be no heir of his
body, Lara his wife surviving, the said Lora shall have all the foresaid manors,
for the term of her life; and, after the decease of the said Lora, all the foresaid
manors shall be sold by the said feoffees, and £200 shall be distributed among
the poor relations of the foresaid Thomas Couen, at their disposal; and, in like
manner, £200 among poor labourers, neighbours of the said Thomas, who have
little to maintain themselves. Also £200 to be distributed among the religious
brotherhoods of London and Kent, to celebrate masses for his soul, and the souls
of all the faithful.
Item, he ordained, for one window to be made in the north part of the Church of
Eyghtham, near the altar of St. Mary xx li. Item, for repairing a road from
Crepehourste … as far as Colverden crouche, xl li.
The remainder of the sale of all the fore said manors, to be distributed for the
soul of the foresaid Thomas.”

Lora Couen was the daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Moraunt. After
Sir Thomas de Couen’s death she became the second wife of James de
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Pekham (who was named as a feoffee in her first husband’s will) and
bore him a son, Reynold. James became Sheriff of Kent 1377-80 and
represented the county in Parliament as Knight of the Shire 1372-88.
Some time after Sir Thomas de Couen’s will was written, a group of
London gentlemen attempted to take seizin of Hastingleigh (Harleian 49
B 42), perhaps trying to take advantage of Lora’s remarriage:
Ralph Curteys, chaplain; Walter Walderun, citizen and spicer of London; John
Abbot, citizen and tailor of London; Nicholas ate Bregge; Richard Reedyng,
citizen and skinner of London, and William Washbourn, citizen and sherman of
London authorise Roger Burton, papal chaplain, to act as their attorney, taking
seizen of the manor of Hastingleigh with appurtenances in Kent.
Dated at London Thursday after the Feast of St. Matthew the Apostle (28
September) 1374.

Three years later Lora and James counterclaimed and apparently were
successful. (Harleian 54 G-5)
James de Pekham and Lora his wife appoint John Baret as their attorney to claim
for them seizen in the manor of Hastingleigh from Walter Todwayne of
Wrotham in Kent, attorney of Ralph Curteys, Walter Walderun, spicer, John
Abbot, tailor, Nicholas ate Bregge, Richard Readying, skinner, and William
Washbourn, sherman, according to a charter of feoffment to the said Lora.
Dated at Wrotham 10 February 1377.

Some time in the next two decades, which were troubled times of
conflict between the Houses of York and Lancaster and included the
Peasants’ Revolt in 1381, Lora died and Hastingleigh passed to her son
Robert Couen, succeeded by his widow Margery, their daughter Alicia
and, the line failing, to the remaining heirs of Sir Thomas de Couen.
Although Sir Thomas’s will provides no evidence that he had an only
daughter, also named Alice or Alicia, and that she later married Sir
Nicholas de Haute, it is forthcoming in the pleadings of a suit brought in
1418 by William de Haute, her son and heir, as discussed later.
In 1397, Margery, Robert’s widow, acknowledged Sir Thomas Couen’s
feoffment (Harleian Roll V 9 – the entries on this roll, which has not
worn well, are partially obliterated and difficult to read):

Grants to James de Pekham and John Langhere clerk property in Snave,
Hastingleigh, Lyteleldham, Ightham, Shipbourne and half manor of Werehorne,
transferring the same from Margery former wife of Robert Couen.
Dated at West ??? 8 June in the 20th year of the reign of ??? (has to be Richard
II: 1397).

In turn, the feoffees granted Hastingleigh, among other manors, to
Margery for life, and after to the daughter Alicia she had with Robert, to
Alicia’s heirs and, that line failing, to other heirs of Sir Thomas Couen
(Harleian Roll V 9; also Maidstone Deeds U601/T137, under
‘Shipbourne’):
Deed of James de Pekham and John Langhere clerk confirming to Margery wife
of Robert Couen their manors Mote and Berstede and all other lands, rents,
services and other appurtenances in the parishes of Ightham, Wrotham,
Shipbourne, Seal and Kemsing, except the manor of Lyteless. Also confirming
to Margery property which was formerly granted to Archard de Oldham, being
previously held by gift and feoffment of Thomas Couen, the manors of Snave
and Hastingleigh with appurtenances, to have and hold these manors, lands,
tenements, rents, services and appurtenances except the above excepted manor
for term of life and after death all the same to remain to Alicia, daughter of
Robert (Couen) and legitimate heirs. And if Alicia and her heirs die then all the
property to remain, to the heirs of Thomas Couen, knight. And if they die, the
property to remain to Sir William Pecche, knight, Thomas Shelley, John
Frenyngham, Thomas (?) Brokhell esquire, Stephen Norton, Richard ate Downe,
David Stydolf, John Medle and John Hoddeshol/Howesholl (??) their heirs and
assigns for ever.
Dated at Wrotham 19 March 1399.

Young Alicia was alive, since the feoffees transferred part of Lora’s
lifetime properties directly to her (Harleian Roll V 9):
Deed of James de Pekham and John Langhere clerk confirming to Alicia,
daughter of Robert Couen and his wife Margery, the manor of Lyteleldham that
formerly belonged to Archard de Aldham and half of the manor of Werehorne
which formerly belonged to William Apuldrefeld and all lands, tenements, rents,
services and other appurtenances of the same manor and half manor, formerly
had by gift and feoffment of Thomas Couen, knight. Alicia and her heirs to
have and hold this property but, if they all die, the said manor and half manor to
remain to the heirs of Thomas Couen. And if they die, the manor and half
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manor to remain to Sir William Pecche, knight, Thomas Shelley, John
Frenyngham, Thomas Brokhell, esquire, Stephen Norton, Richard ate Doune,
David Stydolf, John Medley and John Hoddeshol/Howesholl (?) heirs and
assigns for ever.
Dated at Wrotham 19 March 1399.

After both Margery and her daughter Alicia died, Hastingleigh
apparently reverted to Sir Thomas’s remaining heirs, the sons of the
daughter he had with Lora, also Alicia. Alicia had married, first Richard
Charlys (Charles) of Addington. Richard’s Ipm was held at Rochester 10
October 11 Richard II (1387), Friday before SS Simon and Jude. It
reported:
Richard Charles held jointly with Alicia his wife (still living) to them and their
heirs by gift and feoffment of James de Pekham, Robert Farynden, parson of the
church of Wrotham, John Colepepir, Stephen Norton and John atte Felde, parson
of the church of Addington, the Manors of Addington (Adynton), Palster,
Nasshenden and Little Delce (much more detail given). Richard died on 21
April 10 Richard II. James Charles his son aged 2½ years and 16 weeks is his
heir.

James Charlys/Charles was alive in 1394, but died before he came of
age.
Alicia next married Sir Nicholas Haute of Waddenhall and bore him
several sons before she died 11 March 1399/1400 “qui obijt sorte de
seisite de diversis terris … in dominico suo vt de feudo” (Visitations of
Kent 1619-21).
Her Ipm was taken by writ dated 20 March 1400 (Ref C137/1/No. 8), and
deals with properties that she held for life following the deaths of her
first husband and son:
Inquisition taken at Maidstone co. Kent, 3 April 1400 before Thomas Kempe,
the King's Escheator in the county aforesaid, upon the oaths of the jurors (names
given).
Deceased was not seized in her demesne as of fee of any lands and tenements in
the county aforesaid on the day of her death, but a certain Richard Charlys
formerly was seized of the manors of Palstre, Addington, Delce Parva, and

Nesshynden with their appurtenances in his demesne as of fee and gave those
manors to Robert Parynton Clerk, James de Pekham, John Colpeper and Stephen
Norton of Chart to have and hold to them and their heirs and assigns for ever.
The said Robert, James, John and Stephen gave the said manors to the said
Richard and Alicia his wife, and to the heirs and assigns of the said Richard for
ever, to be held of the chief lords in fee for services to be paid to them.
Afterwards the said Richard had issue a certain James Charlys, and died. To this
James the reversion of the said manors descended, by the law of heredity; he
afterwards died under age, without issue, the said Alice surviving him. For this
reason the reversion of the said manors descended by the law of heredity to a
certain Joan wife of William Rypoun as friend and heir of the said James, being
sister to the said Richard father of the said James.
The said William Rypoun and Joan afterwards by a fine in the court of King
Richard granted the said manors of Palstre, Addington and Delce Parva, which
the said Nicholas Haut and Alice then his wife held for the term of the life of the
said Alice, from the inheritance of the said Joan in the manner aforesaid to
William Sneyth, William atte Hothe, and Richard Jane Kynes, Clerk et hered
(and the heirs?) of the said Richard, for ever.
By reason of this grant the said Nicholas & Alice have acknowledged new lords
in (attornaverunt) the said William Sneyth, William atte Hothe and Richard
Janekynes Clerk.
Afterwards the said Richard Janekynes and William atte Hothe, remitted and
quit-claimed to the said William Sneyth the whole right and claim which they
had in the manors aforesaid by reason of the said grant to the said William
Sneyth and his heirs for ever.
The said William Rypoun in the name of William Pycher and Joan his wife, by a
fine in the court of King Richard II in the octave of St. Hilary, in the 20th year of
his reign (1397) granted the said manor of Nesshynden with its appurtenances
and 100 acres of pasture with appurtenances in Aylesford, Burgham, Woldham
and the village of St. Margaret next Roffham to John Frenynghame, William
Makynhade and James de Pekham and the heirs of the said James for ever, to be
held of the chief lords in fee for services to be theirs.
The said manor of Nesshynden is held of the King as of his castle of Rochester
for a knight's fee. The said 100 acres of land are held of Lord de Grey and other
lords by the tenure of gavelkind, but for what services is not known.
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Figure 3.2.
The De Haute pedigree,
from Visitations of Kent,
1619-21.

The said manor of Palstre contains one knight's fee of which half is held of the
King as of his castle of Leeds for a knight's service, and the other half is held of
the Archbishop of Canterbury for a (knight's?) service.
The said manor of Palstre is worth p.a. in all its revenues £15, the said manor of
Addington 10 marks, the said manor of Delce Parva £4 and the said manor of
Nesshynden with the said 100 acres of pasture (is worth?) 10 marks.
The said Alice died 11 March last past (1400) William son of the said Nicholas
and Alice is the next heir of the said Alice but his age is unknown.
The said Alice did not hold on the day of her death any more lands and
tenements in (Kent, of which the jurors) have any knowledge.
The said manor of Addington is held of the heir of Roger de Mortimer late Earl
of March; by reason of the minority of the said heir (? it is held) of the present
King for a Knight’s service as of his manor of Swanscombe. Certain lands and
tenements (belonging to?) the said manor of Addington in the village of Ryarsh
are held of Lord de Moubray by the tenure of gavelkind but for what services is
not known.
The said manor of Delce Parva is held of Lord de Say for a knight’s service as
of his manor of Patricksbourne.

Since her death preceded the Pekham-Langhere assignment of
Hastingleigh to Robert Couen’s widow Margery, this document contains
no reference to any of the Couen estates. It must have been only after
her brother Robert, his wife Margery and their daughter Alicia passed
away that the manor passed to the next heir of Sir Thomas de Couen,
Alicia (Couen Charlys) Haute’s surviving son William, after being held
by the feoffees until he came of age.
The Hautes were a family long seated at Haute Court in Petham and at
Waddenhall in Waltham (Figure 3.2). Waddenhall is a few hundred
yards north of Elmsted. Richard de Haute, born in the first half of the
thirteenth century, had secured the manor of Waddenhall for his
descendants by marrying the sole daughter and heir of John de
Waddenhall.
Alicia’s second husband, Sir Nicholas de Haute, was a veteran of the
battle of Agincourt. He was born in Waddenhall 13 Sept. 1358 and died
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Sir William Moraunt m. Joan Apuldirfeld
Lora
m. (1) Sir Thomas de Couen
(2) James de Pekham
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Figure 3.3.

Some de Couen-Haute connections.

13 Jan. 1416/17 at the age of 58. Upon Alicia’s death in March
1399/1400 the king took into his hands all of the lands she held at that
time, to be kept safely until further order. Nicholas went on to marry
Eleanor Tyrrell, widow of Walter Tyrrell of Avon, Hants and daughter
and heiress of John Flambord.
As they reached their majority, Nicholas and Alicia’s surviving sons
inherited her estates. Nicholas Jr. took up residence at Petham and
William de Haute moved to Bishopsbourne. William was born
c.1395/6: he died in 1462 at the age of 66. On May 21, 1417, William
Hault, esquire, as patron of the rectory of Warehorne, one of the Couen
estates assigned to Lora for life, presented Richard Dey, priest, who was
thereupon inducted. This precipitated a dispute between William and the
feoffees of his mother’s half-brother, Reynold de Pekham, over the
advowson of Warehorn, leading to a suit in 1418 (William Haute v. John
Uvedale: PRO De Banco Roll 17. Dated Easter 5 Henry V (1418), ms.
360).
James de Pekham’s will, dated 12 May and 30 Sept. 1400, and proved at
Lambeth 20 Nov. 1400 (Ref. 176b, Arundel I, as set down in the ms
notebooks of Leland L. Duncan at Canterbury) casts some light on the
source of the conflict. In a document that changes back and forth
between Latin, French and English, he mentions his deceased wives
Margerie and Lora, his daughter Elizabeth, his sons Thomas, Regnald
and James, and his “bastard son John called Wrotham.” He then
enfeoffed his property for six years, instructing his feoffees that after the
six years, they were
to enfeoff Reygnald his son in the manor of Aldham and all the lands and rents
of Blakesole and Goldsmythes and all the lands in En' Ramsne [?] Stonpette and
Fotes and all the lands and rents and tenements en Ightham and all the lands
tents. and rents of Wynnefeld and Heyhcrouche and all the lands etc appelle le
Sole and all the lands etc [ lapses back to French/Latin] q lavantdit James avoiat
tadis en Wrotham et one la pree en Pekham a avoir et tenir a luy et a ses heirs
males de sonn corps engendres sur..?.. condicion q le dit Reginald face estate a
James son frere do toute sa p'partie de toutz les t'res et tenementz q luy sont
esthenez aps' la mort Lore sa miere en le manoir de Chymynegg [?] et en le
manor de Werehorne Et si le dit Regnald seme sanz heires males la remaindre de
toutes les t’res etc a James le frere lavantdit Regnald. [then back to mixed
English and French] Feoffees to enfeoff James sonn filz a luy et ses heirs malez
de touz les t’r et ten. appelz Newenham and all the lands appellez Romschede et
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de tout le pree appelle Gretenerssh en Otteforde et tout les tenements appellez
Pelesholte en Wrotham. If James dies without heirs male then Newenham and
Romschedde Gretenessh en Otteford and Poleschotte en Wrotham to remain to
Regnald the brother of the said James and if Regnald die then to the right heirs
of James Pekham father of the said Regnald.

The manors of Aldham and Werehorn had been granted to Lora for life,
but then were to revert to the Couen descendants. Evidently James,
despite confirming them to Alicia, daughter of Robert de Couen in 1399,
subsequently tried to pass them along to Regnald.
The pleadings in the subsequent suit contain much valuable genealogical
information: Thomas Moraunt had a son Sir William Moraunt who
married Joan the daughter of John (actually William) Apuldirfeld. Their
son Thomas Moraunt had a daughter Lora who married Thomas Couen
and then James Pekham. Lora and Thomas had a son Robert who d.s.p.
and a daughter Alice, a sister and heir, who married Sir Nicholas Haute
and had sons, William, the Plaintiff, Thomas d.s.p., Edmund and
Nicholas. Lora and James Pekham had a son Reynold, her son and heir
for such property as had not been settled on the issue of her marriage to
Sir Thomas. The question was whether William had the rights to
Werehorn from Lora via his mother Alicia or whether the feoffees of his
half-uncle Reynold had them.
The immediate result of the suit is not known, but may be inferred. On
July 30, 1421, Richard Dey, who had been Haute’s appointee, having
died, Thomas Jekyn, chaplain, was named as rector of Warehorn, the
patrons “as appears by inquisition made by the archbishop’s authority”,
being John Uvedale, esquire, William Uvedale, esquire, John
Sundressch, clerk, Richard Tysted and William Basset, feoffees of lands
formerly belonging to Renald Pekham in county Kent (Register of
Archbishop Chichele, Canterbury & York Society, IV). The presentation
was “for his turn”, however, so possibly the next turn might have gone to
the Hautes.
After Sir Nicholas de Haute’s death in 1416/17, the Haute family manors
appear to have been under the trusteeship of Robert Sorynden, Thomas
Elys of Kenyngton, Roger Nye and Sir Nicholas’s nephew John Haute of
Pluckley. On June 13, 1417 John Haute, esquire, presented a priest,
Thomas Dalby, to the family chantry at Waltham. In 1419 the first three

of the trustees released their interest to John Haute, possibly in
preparation for a settlement on William’s first marriage, to Margaret
Berwick (Harleian Ch 80 D 39). The manors listed were Wadenhale,
Bourne, Blackmanstone in Romney Marsh, Oterpole, Snave, Elmstede,
Ford in Reculver, Moote, Berstede, Lytyl Elham, Hastynglee and
Crofton. Margaret was dead before 5 December 6 Henry V (1427), when
William granted three Somersetshire manors to a long list of feoffees –
Sir Thomas Kerriell, John and Edward Tyrell, Nicholas and John Haute,
Thomas Elys, John Dygge, Edmund, Thomas and William Hardys,
William, Nicholas and Roger Manston and Andrew Sperlying (Harleian
Ch. 78 F 33).
William represented Kent in Parliament as a young man in 1419, and
was Sheriff of Kent and custodian of Canterbury Castle 1419-1421. On
18 July 1429, in Calais, he signed a contract with Richard Wydville
(Woodville) of the Mote in Maidstone to marry his daughter Joan. This
document, in the form of an indenture, begins by stating that they had
agreed that "ye said William shall have and with ye grace of gode wedde
to wyffe Jahan Wydville the doughter of ye saide Richart". William
agreed to make jointure for her, and his heirs by her, of lands and rents
"whech he saith he haith in feesymple" to the value of 100 marks yearly.
Also, he agreed to take such steps ''as ye Councell of ye aforesaid Richart
and William can best devyse" to defeat and discontinue the entail on
lands which had been settled on him and "Mergrete his wyfre yt wasse
and ye heyrez of her bodey". William added that "he shall not be desiret
to make his doughter a woman of Religion," or, in other words, force her
into a convent. Also William was to give to Joan as dower, for the term
of her life, lands or rents to the value of £40 yearly, the lands to be the
surest that he had and to be chosen by Richart Wydville and his counsel.
On his part Wydville granted 400 marks to William and Joan, agreed to
pay all of the costs of the wedding at Calais and to give his daughter "hir
chambre as a gentlewomon aught for to have,” according to the standards
of her father's house. "Chamber," used in this sense, means the bride’s
personal ornaments, jewels, etc., and possibly the furnishings of the room
particularly assigned to her in her husband's house. "Written ye xviij day
of ye monette of Jully ye yere of Kyng Henry vj after ye conquest of
yngland ye vij". (Harleian Ch. 80 F 157).
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The jointure which William was required to make for Joan has not come
to light but two later documents deal with it. Harleian Ch. 78 G 14,
dated 10 Apr. 1444, states that
William Hawden quitclaims to Richard Wydevyll, knight, and to John Dygge,
esquire, all his right, title and claim, present or future, of himself and his heirs,
in the manors of Forde in the parish of Reculver, Mote, Berstede, Lityll Eldham,
Hastyngle, Crofton, Wad (enh) ale, Bourne and Upperbourne, Snave, Otynpole,
Elmystede and Blakmanstone in Kent, with all their appurtenances, which he
had with the aforesaid Richard Wydevyll, knight, and John Dygge, esq., by gift
and feoffment of William Haute, esquire, in Kent.

On 4 Aug. 1450, John Dygge of Berham quitclaimed to Sir William
Haute, kt. (sic), the manors in Kent granted to John, Sir Richard
Wydevill, Lord Rivers, and William Hauden by the said Sir William
Haute. (Harleian Ch. 77 F 36). Haute is called knight in error as his will
proves that he died a squire. His son William was not knighted until
1465.
William had 9 children of record:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)

William
Alice
Anne
Joane
Richard
Elizabeth
Edward
Margaret
James

a composer, knighted in 1465, m. Joane Horne, d. 2 July 1497.
m. John Fogge, d. aft. 8 Aug. 1512.
m. George Darell, d. aft. 8 Jan. 1473.
m. Elizabeth Tyrell Darcy, d. 8 Apr. 1487.
m. Thomas Digges/Dygge.
m. – Boynton.
m. Katherine --.

He died at Bishopsbourne at the age of 66. His will, dated 9 May 1462
was probated at the Consistory Court of Canterbury (William Haute, Sr.,
Armiger [esquire], C2/79). It provides rich information about him, his
possessions, and his heirs, but nothing about his lands, which must have
been dealt with in a separate feoffment. The abstract of the will reads:
Bequeaths soul to Almighty God my Creator, the Blessed Virgin Mary (BVM)
and all the saints of heaven.
To be buried in the church of the Augustinian friars of Canterbury before the
image of St. Katherine next his wife.

To the repair of the same church 20 marks for his soul and those of his
benefactors.
To the high altar of the church of Bourne for his forgotten tithes – 20s
To the friars minor of Canterbury (Franciscan) – 5 marks
Dominican friars of Canterbury – 20s
To the hospitals of Harbledown, St John without Northgate and Maynardspital –
13s 4d each
To the building of St Gregory of Canterbury – 5 marks
To the Carmelite friars of Sandwich – 20s
To the repair of “Abbahede Langgedon” (??) – 20s
To the works of Bourne church – 4 marks
Bridge church – 13s 4d
Light of Holy Cross in Bourne church – 3s 4d
Friar John Cosyn – 20s
Friar Thomas Sharp – 6s 8d
To the prior and convent of the Augustin friars of Canterbury to undertake obits,
all exequies of the dead and solemn mass of Regina with notes for his soul, souls
of his wife, mother, father and benefactors, on the day of his death for 20 years.
Christchurch Canterbury – 10 marks
Repair of St Augustine’s Abbey church – 10 marks
The nuns of St Sepulchre of Canterbury – 13s 4d
The sisters of St Lawrence (Hospital, Canterbury) – 6s 8d
Sisters of St James – 6s 8d
Prisoners in Canterbury Castle – 6s 8d
Prisoners in Westgate, Canterbury – 6s 8d
To William Cu?thope, Robert Dev?ham, John Stephen and Johanna Cantor –
13s 4d each
John Savage – 20s
John Kember – 6s 8d
Richard Bedford, John Hokeday, Philip Dowpere (?) – 6s 8d each
Roger Uswolde – 13s 4d
Margaret Forster – 3s 4d
Alice Style – 3s 4d
?? Stapyll – 6s 8d
Katherine Knyght – 3s 4d
Thomas Markeday, John Pounde, William at Wode – 2s each
Robert Moris – 12d
John Andrew – 20d
Thomas Page – 6s 8d
John Bayfield - 6s 8d
William Haute my son – whole set of bed clothes ('lectum' = bed or set of
bedding) of the green hangings in the parlour with all its furnishings, viz. with
the featherbed, "traunson"??, a pair of fustians; in the great chamber beyond the
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parlour a set of bed clothes of red worsted and all its apparel hanging in the
same chamber with the featherbed, traunson and one pair of fustians.
Richard Haute my son – a bed – viz. "selour" (?) tester, 3 curtains and a worsted
coverlet, one featherbed, a traunson, 2 pairs of linen sheets, one pair of fustians
and 2 pillows.
Edward Haute my son – a set of bed clothes, viz. selour tester, 3 curtains, a
coverlet, a featherbed, a traunson, 2 pairs of linen sheets, 1 pair of blankets, 2
pillows.
James Haute my son – a set of bedding with selour tester, 3 curtains, a coverlet,
a featherbed, a traunson, 2 pairs of linen sheets, a pair of blankets, 2 pillows.
Anne my daughter – a set of bedding with selour tester, 3 curtains, a coverlet, a
featherbed, a traunson, 2 pairs of linen sheets, a pair of blankets, 2 pillows.
Johanna my daughter – a set of bedding of linen with Okylevys (sic), viz. selour
tester, a coverlet of the same, 3 curtains of white linen cloth, a featherbed, a
traunson, 1 pair of linen sheets, a pair of fustians.
Elizabeth my daughter – a set of bedding the same as Anne's.
Margaret my daughter – 1 “Sperver” of white linen cloth with curtains of the
same, a coverlet, a featherbed, a traunson, 2 pairs of sheets, a pair of blankets, 2
pillows.
Alice my daughter, wife of Sir John Fogg –1 skirt of red woollen cloth lined
with minever.
Richard my son – a long gown of violet lined with beaver.
Edward my son – a blood gown lined with beaver.
James my son – a short violet gown lined with beaver.
William my son – one piece of silver and gilt with a cover of the same called Le
Hert, 2 silver “salsars”, one all le Stremes gilt, of which one with cover and the
other without, 6 silver spoons, 1 pair of sheets of le Raynes of the best.
Richard my son – 1 great Rose covered with gilt boss (“knoppegilt”), 6 silver
spoons, 1 pair of sheets of Raynes.
Edward my son – one piece of silver and gilt Swaged, 6 silver spoons.
James my son – a low (flat?) piece of silver and gilt standing with a Borage
branch; 6 spoons.
Anne my daughter – a flat piece of silver and gilt covered and a pair of sheets of
Reynes.
Johanna my daughter – a piece of silver and gilt standing with support (handle?),
a "pynaple", a silver powder box, a pair of sheets of Reynes.
Elizabeth my daughter – a piece of standing silver with boss of "Asur".
Alice my daughter – a piece of standing silver and gilt decorated with images.
Margaret my daughter – a flat piece of silver covered.
Johanna, wife of my son William – 1 goblet of silver and gilt and one standing
maser of silver and gilt covered.
William, son of my son William - a small piece of silver and gilt standing and
covered Swaged.

To Friar Thomas Cok of the Friars Minor of Canterbury – one small maser of
silver and gilt covered with handle of the same.
Friar John Godewyn, Prior of the Augustinian friars of Canterbury – 1 small
maser of silver and gilt not covered.
Bourne church – 2 silver cruets and a pax of silver and gilt.
The residue of my silver plate not legally sold to be spent to pay my debts.
A piece of that white stone which Gabriel the Archangel extended (?) when
saluting the BVM – to the image of BVM in Bourne church to stand under her
feet
A piece of bone of St. Bartholomew the Apostle to Waltham church.
A piece of the hair shirt of St. Katherine the Virgin and a piece of the bone of' St
Nicholas to the church of the Augustinian friars of Canterbury.
Residue of my relics to my son William for the term of his life, and then to the
Augustine friars' church.
Residue of my goods to son William to dispose for my soul.
Appoints as executors – sons William and Richard.
Probate granted 4 th October 1462.

The document by which he disposed of his manors and lands has not
survived, but in Nov. 1480 John Thwayts, clerk, John Bedale, clerk, John
Palmer, esquire, and Stephen Baret, acting as feoffees "in accordance
with the will of William Haute, esquire,” granted by three indentures the
manors of Ford, Wadenhale, Otterpole, Blackmanston, Bourne and
Elmystede to Sir William Haute in tail, with successive remainders in tail
to Sir William's brothers Richard, Edward and James, the witnesses
being John Digges, esquire, John Isaak, esquire, Vincent Fremyngham
and others; the manors of Hastynglegh, Aldelose and le Moote to
Richard Haute, esquire, in tail, with remainders to Richard's brothers Sir
William, Edward and James, the witnesses being Sir Henry Ferrers,
Richard Culpeper, esquire, John Alfegh and others; the manor of
Crofton, lands and tenements in Hougham near Dover and rent in the
parishes of St. Martin's near Canterbury and St. Mary of Bredman in
Canterbury, to Edward Haute, esquire, in tail, with remainders to his
brothers Sir William, Richard and James Haute, the witnesses being the
same as in the grant to Richard (Harleian Ch. 80 G 13, 14, 15). The
second of these deeds of enfeoffment, dated 16 Nov. 1480, specifies as
follows:
John Thwaytes, clerk, John Bedale, clerk, John Palmer, esquire, and Stephen
Baret, following the intention of the last will of William Haute esquire,
deceased, and according to the suit of William Haute, knight, Richard Haute,
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esquire, Edward Haute esquire and James Haute esquire, sons of William Haute
esquire, by this charter demise and confirm to the aforesaid Richard the manors
of Hastingleigh, Aldelose and Le Moote, with appurtenances, as formerly set out
in a deed of feoffment.
In accordance with the will and former charter, these manors are to go to
Richard and his legitimate heirs but if Richard and his heirs all die the manor of
le Moote shall remain to William Haute, knight, and his legitimate heirs for
ever; the manor of Hastingleigh shall remain to Edward and his legitimate heirs,
and if Edward and his heirs all die, it should remain to the lawful heirs of
William Haute esquire; and the manor of Aldelose shall remain to James and his
legitimate heirs, and if they die Aldelose should remain to the heirs of William
Haute esquire.
John Thwaytes, John Bedale, John Palmer and Stephen Baret also hereby
authorise William Colson and John Brode junior as attorneys to put the above
into effect, taking for Richard Haute full possession and seizin of these manors
and appurtenances.
Witnessed by Henry Ferrers knight, Richard [?] Culpepir senior esquire, John
Alfegh, Richard Tutsham, esquire, John a Vane, and others.

In other words, Richard Haute, son of William, inherited Ightham Mote
(where he resided), Hastingleigh and Aldelose from his father in 1462.
At this juncture, an aside on the Woodville family is in order, because
Richard Haute’s life was intertwined with that of his mother’s kinfolk.
Sir Richard Woodville of the Mote in Maidstone, Kent had three children
who survived to adulthood: Elizabeth who married John Pashley and
whose granddaughter married Sir John Scott of Smeed’s Hall and
Brabourne; Joan, who married William Haute; and Richard, the first Earl
Rivers, a supporter of Edward IV and a rival of the Earl of Warwick.
Warwick, in attempting to restore Henry VI to the throne in 1469, had
Rivers and his son John beheaded. Warwick and Henry VI were
defeated by Edward IV's forces in 1471, however, and Warwick was
killed. Henry VI was murdered in the Tower later that year. The
executed Richard, Earl Rivers, had a number of children in addition to
John: Anthony, who succeeded him but was executed in 1483; Richard,
who d.s.p. in 1490; Edward; Katharine, who married Henry, Duke of
Buckingham; and Elizabeth (1437-1492), who married, first, Sir John
Grey while in her teens and bore him two sons, Thomas and Richard. Sir

John died fighting for Lancaster at the second battle of St. Albans, and
Elizabeth married, second, in 1464, King Edward IV, bearing him the
future Edward V and his brother Richard, both killed in 1483, and a
daughter Elizabeth who married Henry, Earl of Richmond, the future
King Henry VII.
Richard Haute thus was first cousin to Edward IV’s Queen, Elizabeth.
He became a member of a close circle of Woodville relations who
benefited from the considerable largesse she was able to secure. In 1469
Richard married the recently-widowed Lady Elizabeth Darcy, née Tyrrell
or Terrell. A few months later they were sued in chancery by Robert
Harleston and Alice his wife, for what reason we do not know (PRO,
Early Chancery Proceedings, 31/69).
King Edward IV and Elizabeth Woodville’s oldest son was Prince
Edward, whose Household was organized in 1472. It included as
governor and guardian Anthony, Earl Rivers, the queen’s brother, plus
Sir John Fogge of Westenhanger and Sir John Scott of Smeeds Hall and
Brabourne. Richard Haute joined them in 1473, becoming Controller of
the Prince’s Household. Fogge was married to another of the Queen’s
cousins, Richard Haute’s sister Alicia, and Scott, as noted, to yet another
relative, the granddaughter of another of the queen’s aunts. Scott’s
daughter Elizabeth married Edward Poynings, who inherited the
advowson of Hastingleigh.
Edward IV died unexpectedly on 9 April 1483. His son and heir, now
Edward V, was in Ludlow with his uncle Earl Rivers. Upon hearing the
news, Rivers left for London with his ward and a large retinue, but was
intercepted at Stony Stratford by Richard, Duke of Gloucester, the
Prince’s uncle and future King. Richard arrested Rivers, the queen’s son
Richard Grey, Thomas Vaughan and Richard Haute on suspicion of
treason. The Queen took refuge in the Sanctuary of Westminster with
her other children, but was persuaded to let her son Richard join his
brother, and both were taken to the Tower “for safe keeping.” On June
13, Duke Richard summoned a full Council in the Tower, alleging
treason. Lord Hastings protested, and was summarily beheaded outside
without trial. A fortnight later, Rivers, Grey and Vaughan were executed
at Pomfret, and the following day Duke Richard assumed the crown as
Richard III on the plea that the children of Edward IV and Elizabeth
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Woodville were bastards. Sir Thomas More, in his Life and Reign of
Edward the Fifth (1515), wrote that “Richard Hause” also was one of
those beheaded at Pomfret. The Visitation of Kent adds

“Ric’dus Haut ar. 13 Ed.4 miles postea securi p'cusssus in Castello de
Pontefracto lEd.4 cussu R.3 [sic].”
From other evidence, detailed below, this could not have been William
Haute’s son Richard, however. In August of 1483 Edward V and his
younger brother vanished. The Duke of Buckingham, formerly a
Richard III supporter but married to the Queen’s sister, rose against the
usurper. Bad weather in October brought bad luck. Buckingham was
unable to consolidate his forces and he was caught by Richard II’s forces
and beheaded in Shropshire. Agnes E. Conway, quoting Stowe's Annales
in "The Maidstone Sector of Buckingham's Rebellion, Oct. 18, 1483"
(Archaeologia Cantiana 37 (1903) 97-120), writes
"At the same time that the Duke of Buckingham was up in the West Country
ther were many up in Kent; to wit Sir George Broune, Sir John Gilford and his
sonne, Foge, Scot and Hauts, after Clifford, Bonting, yeoman of the Crowne,
with many other to the number of five thousand. These made a fray at
Gravesend in the faire, where Bonting slewe Master Mowbray with divers other,
but when they heard the Duke of Buckingham was dead they were fain to fly to
save themselves."

Richard III offered rewards for the capture of many of the participants,
and on January 23, 1484, Parliament passed an Act of Attainder
convicting the conspirators of high treason and ordering forfeiture of all
their estates. The list included Richard Haute, John Fogge and Edward
Poynings, as well as Richard’s older brother Sir William. That Richard
Haute survived for the next three years is verified by several documents.
On 14 Feb. 1485, attempting reconciliation, Richard III pardoned Sir
John Fogge, and on 14 Mar. 1485 Richard Haute received a pardon.
Richard’s stepson Thomas Darcy, the oldest son of Robert Darcy and
Elizabeth Tyrrell died between 1484 and 1486, when he was 26 years
old. In his will made March 5, 1483, proved June 1486, he named his
feoffees as Thomas, Bishop of London, Lord Denham, Sir James Tyrell,
kt., "my father Richard Haute & my uncle John Clopton Esq."
(Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 24 Logge). Then, on May 11, 2
Henry VII (1487), a writ was issued for an Ipm on the estate of Richard

Haute Esq. of Ightham Mote, and it was held on the following November
14 and dated 3 Henry VII (1488). It was found that he died on "Palm
Sunday last," and that he had enfeoffed his manor and lands to the use of
the Lady Elizabeth Darcy, his widow, for the term of her life, with
remainder to the use of Edward Haute, his son and heir, who was aged
11 and more. His property comprised the manor of Hastynglegh, worth
10 marks, held of the King as of the duchy of Lancaster by service of ½
of a knight's fee, together with a messuage with a watermill called 'le
Mote' and 250a. land in Ightham, worth £10, held of John, Archbishop of
Canterbury. Clearly, Richard had survived the axe, but died not long
after his cousin Henry VII succeeded to the throne in 1485.
Conventional wisdom has been that Edward Poynings, made knight
banneret on the field at Bosworth on 22 Aug. 1485, was the next to hold
the Hastingleigh lordship, acquiring it from Richard Haute’s son Edward.
Poynings did indeed inherit the advowson of the church at Hastingleigh,
which his family had held since 1317 (Chapter 5), and he also acquired
an interest East Tilbury, Essex, a manor formerly owned by the Sancto
Claros, who previously had held Hastingleigh from the Turvilles. After
his return to England an Ipm was held for his father-in-law Sir John
Scott. It was reported “that he died on the feast of St. Luke the
Evangelist last” seised in fee jointly with his son William of the Manor
of Le Mote in Sussex, held of Katherine Hastyngys, late the wife of
William, Lord de Hastyngys, and that he had given “the Manor of Seynte
Cleres, otherwise called Est Tylberys (East Tilbury), worth 20 marks,
held of the Prior of Botle,” to “Edward Ponyngez, knight, then esquire,
William Scotte, John Digges, John Isaak, and Ralph Cook, esqs., John
Aldy, Nicholas Burton, Thomas Blakham, Nicholas Tondovere, John
Warner, Richard Seynt Nicholas, Thomas Lawraunce, and John at Stok,
their heirs and assigns for ever.”
According to Hasted, the Scotts were descended from William Balliol,
brother of John Balliol, King of Scotland. They changed their name
from Balliol the Scot to Scott to avoid the King’s displeasure during the
wars in Scotland. In 1402 Peter de Combe settled his manor of
Brabourne Combe on Sir William Scott of Smeeds Hall when Sir
William married his daughter Matilda. It was their son Sir John Scott
who served with John Fogge and Richard Haute as a member of the
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House of Prince Edward and gave a share of East Tilbury to Edward
Poynings, who had wed his daughter Elizabeth.
Poynings had a distinguished career. He had been one of the participants
in the Duke of Buckingham’s rebellion against Richard III, had been
attainted, fled overseas, and returned to fight at Bosworth. He was made
knight banneret in 1485 and was sworn into the Privy Council. In 1491
he was made a Knight of the Garter, and in 1492 he inherited the manor
and advowson of Rokesley and the manor of North Cray, both in Kent,
after the death of the widow of his uncle, also Edward Poynings.
Rokesley, worth 10 pounds, was held of the King as of Dover Castle, by
fealty, and by rent of 3s4d to the castle guard at the end of every 24
weeks. Edward also came into possession of Westenhanger castle from
the Fogges. Westenhanger had been owned from an early date by the de
Criol family. Sir Thomas Criol died at the second battle of St. Albans in
1460, and by marriage the castle had passed to the Fogges. Henry VII
appointed Edward to be Deputy Governor of Calais and afterwards Lord
Deputy of Ireland, where, in 1494, “Poynings Law” passed, ceding
control of Ireland to England’s Privy Council. At the King’s funeral
Edward, as Comptroller of the Household, stood with other knights and
officers of the King’s Household by their departed sovereign’s grave
where they “brake their staves (of office) and cast them into the grave.”
(Letters and Papers of Henry VIII, Vol. I, p. 20). In 1501 he brought
Catherine of Aragon to London. In the reign of Henry VIII he was
ambassador to the Emperor Maximilian, in 1509 Warden of the Cinque
Ports, and in 1513 he was at the battle of Therouenne and siege of
Tournay, of which place he was appointed governor. In 1520 he was
present with Henry VIII on the Field of the Cloth of Gold. Shortly
before his death, Sir Edward was appointed Governor of Dover Castle.
He died on 27 th July 1521 at his home at Westenhanger Castle, holding
by military tenure 16 manors, plus other lands and tenements, including
the advowson of Hastingleigh. Four of the manors were held by
Castleguard rent-service to Dover Castle. He was buried in the Parish
Church at Westenhanger. A window was installed in his memory at St.
Mary’s Church in Hastingleigh. When he died, it was, however, in
Hasted’s words, “not only without lawful issue, but without any
collateral kindred.”

There is a record that in 1509, Sir Edward, along with six other
gentlemen, received a fee for the manor of Combe in Hastingleigh (see
below). However, apart from this record, the conventional wisdom about
Sir Edward and Hastingleigh appears to be wrong. There is no evidence
that he ever held the lordship. What the records show, instead, is that
Edward Haute, son of Richard, continued to hold Hastingleigh until
well after Poynings’ death. On 8 April 1512 Haute paid a fine of £300 to
the Exors. of Henry VII for the Manors of Hastynglegh and Aldelose,
reported to provide a yearly value of £14.18.1 (London Metropolitan
Archives deed E66/26/1/6). However, Ightham Mote was sold to Sir
Richard Clement in 1521 for £400. Edward was still in possession of
Hastingleigh at Easter 15 Henry VIII (1524) when he paid a fine of 100
marks for the Manor of Hastingleigh with 150 acres of land, 6 acres of
mead, 60 acres of pasture and 10 acres of wood to Ric [Fitzjames],
Bishop of London, Thos [Ruthall] Bp of Durham, Ric [Fox] Bp of
Winchester, Thomas [Howard] Earl of Surrey, Chas Somerset, Lord
Herbert, John Fyneux, Robt Rede, Thoz Lovell and Jn Cutter, Kts., the
Master and Chaplains of the Savoy Hospital, to which the King had
assigned the manor (Kent Archaeological Society, “Kent Feet of Fines.
Henry VIII,” Kent Records–New Series 2 (1995) pp.1ff: hereafter
FoFH8). The Savoy was dissolved in 1539 and Hastingleigh became a
Crown Estate. An Indenture dated 3 August 36 Henry VIII [1545]
between William Holgyll, Master of the Savoy Hospital and the
Chaplains of the same and Edward Gay of Hastingleigh confirms the
hospital’s earlier ownership of the lordship. An abstract of the deed
(London Metropolitan Archives deed E67/1/36) reads:
The said Master and Chaplains by their Indenture dated 27 April 21 Henry VIII
[1530] granted to Humfry and Osmund Gay their Manors of Hastingleigh and
Aldelose from Michaelmas 1522 [1532?] for 21 years at the annual rent of
£12.10s.
Which said Humfry and Osmund being possessed of the premises by their
writing dated 12 July 36 Henry VIII granted all the title they held by lease in the
premises to Edward Gay and being possessed thereof they surrendered the lease
into the hands of the Master and Chaplains on 31 August last.
The Master and Chaplains in consideration of the said surrender and also for the
sum of 40 marks paid by the said Edward Gay now grant to him and his assigns
the Cites of their Manors called Hastingleigh and Aldelose and all lands arable
pastures and feedings of beasts whatsoever they be in Hastingleigh;
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Except from Edward and his assigns and to the Master and Chaplains always
reserved all wood and underwood parcel of the said Manors called Heritewodde
and Aldelosewodde and also all other woods and timber growing in the same.
And except from Edward and his assigns and to the Master and Chaplains
always reserved all …?… rents fines heriots reliefs perquisites of Court Wards
and [? Marriages – lacking in copy]
To hold the said Cites, lands etc. unto the said Edward and his assigns from
Michaelmas next for 41 years [? – seems to be xlj in original] at the annual rent
of £12.10s. payable in equal portions at Lady Day and Michaelmas.
Covenants: if the rent remains unpaid for 4 weeks the Master and Chaplains or
their Attorney may enter on the lands and the said Edward “utterly to expell
amove and put owte.”
The Master and Chaplains covenant that they will allow yearly “heggebote
fyrebote and plowbote” convenient needful and necessary for occupying [sic]
houses hedges and husbandry thereof such as shall be on the ground and woods
there to be used occupied and spent in occupying of the premises.
They also covenant to repair keep and maintain yearly the reparations of all
housings there needfully to be done and yearly to discharge the premises of rent
and other charges due as paying out yearly of the same at their own proper costs
and charges;
provided always that if it happen any hurt or damage upon the walls or housing
there by Edward then he shall be responsible for making good at his expense.
The said Edward is bound in the sum of £20 to be paid to the Master and
Chaplains at Michaelmas next yet nevertheless the same [?bond – copy lacking]
is to be void …. [illegible].

Other Hastingleigh records in the Kent FoFH8 for the 1530-1547
timespan are:
Trinity, 21 Henry VIII (1530). Thos. Percy to a number of gentlemen, a large
number of properties including land in Hastingleigh, Wye and Crundale.
Michaelmas, 22 Henry VIII (1531). Ric Pynde and wife Emma and David
Borham to Hum Gay and Wm Forstall, 2 mess., 20 a. land and 20a. pasture in
Elmsted, Wye and Hastingleigh. £40.

Easter, 23 Henry VIII (1532). Confirmation of 1530 fine, above.
Michaelmas, 28 Henry VIII (1533). Wm Hockyng and wife Alice to Thos
Dygges, esq. 3 mess., 4a. of land, 3a. of mead and 16a. pasture in Newington nr
Sittingbourne and Hastingleigh. £100.
Hilary, 31 Henry VIII (1540). Ric Scott to Reg Scott. Manors of Hall and
Stretchland, including land in Hastingleigh.
Michaelmas, 32 Henry VIII (1541). Thos Hawke and wife Joan to Jn Pilcher.
Mess. and 20a. land in Wye, Crundale and Hastingleigh. £17.
Easter, 35 Henry VIII (1544). Alex Cloke and wife Kath to Wm Bedyngfeld,
gent. Mess. and 35a. in Hastingleigh. 100 marks.
Hilary, 36 Henry VIII (1546). Jn Enge and wife Joan to Ric and Thos
Churcheman. Mess. and 17a. land Hastingleigh. 50 marks.
Hilary, 38 Henry VIII (1547). Hum Gay to Wm Dylnott. 4 mess., 72a. land,
16a. mead, 143a. pasture, 7a. wood and 31a. marsh in Elmsted, Lympne, Brook,
Waltham, Wye, Stelling and Hastingleigh. £420.

Edward Gay was the lessee of Hastingleigh until King Edward VI
granted the manors to the “Mayor, Commonality and Citizens of the City
of London” in 1553 to aid in the support of St. Thomas’s Hospital in
Southwark. As discussed in the chapter that follows, the City transferred
responsibility to the Hospital’s Court of Governors by 1557.
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Aldelose
At Domesday, William, son of Tahun, held Aldelose from Odo, but
Osbert held it from him. Hasted says that after Odo’s lands were
confiscated, the manor was granted to “Jeffrey” (sic.: Geoffrey) de Say,
of whom it was held by a family who took their name from the farm.
Several later records confirm the de Say connection, as well as the
Aldelose family’s tenancy.
In the Testa de Nevill (1243), a record of knights’ fees, Willelmus de
Aldelose was the tenant. In the Feet of Fines of 38 Henry III (1254) a
group of tenants held half a knight’s fee from William de Say:
“Ricardus filius Nicholas, Willelmus ffrankeleyn et Symon de Aldelose tenet
dimid feod. milit in Aldelose de Willelmo de Say.”

There were other occupants in the Hastingleigh-Aldelose area at the
same time. On 8 July 1255, an Assize of Mort d’Ancestor (Ipm) was
held in “Aldglose” in which Gerard de Boycote quitclaimed to William
son of Godbert de Boycote for 100s a messuage, 2 mills, 26 acres of
land, 5 acres of land and 4s rent in Hastingleigh and Eldelose
(Archaeologia Cantiana 5 281).
A century later, in King Edward III’s Book of Aid of 1346, which
recorded the fines levied on making the Black Prince a Knight, five
tenants were recorded as holding half a knight’s fee from John de
Aldelose, who held of Geoffrey de Say:
“De Thomas de Aldone, Johanne de Combe, Priore de Hortone, Johanne
Kenteys, et Radolpho Matheu, pro dimidio f. quod Johannes de Aldelose tenuit
in Aldelose de Galfrido de Say unde Prior Predictus tenet vjtam partem per
Inquisicionem – xxs.”

i.e. Thomas de Aldon (who was Geoffrey de Say’s son-in-law), John de
Combe, the Prior of Horton, John Kenteys and Ralph Matthew held of
John de Aldelose, who held of Geoffrey de Say, whence the aforesaid
prior holds a fifth part, as appears by inquisition. Jn de Aldelose’ had
paid 3s4d on his land in 1334/5 (Lay Subsidies of Kent).

The Register of Horton Priory records that the Aldelose family had given
half a virgate of land to Horton Priory and that this land had been held by
them from Robert de Ver. This suggests that the passage to the de Sayes,
may not have been as immediate as Hasted suggests, or that more
complex family relationships were involved. The Priory of Monk’s
Horton had been established early in the reign of King Stephen (c.11351140) by Robert de Vere and his wife Adeline, daughter of Hugh de
Montfort. The de Veres held Brabourne, and also gave the advowson of
that church to the Priory. Robert, who also held Twiwell in Northants,
was the second son of Alberic/Aubrey/Bernard de Vere II and his wife
Alice de Clare, daughter of Richard de Clare. Robert’s sister had
married Geoffrey de Mandeville, the first Earl of Essex.
Contemporaneously, William de Say had married Beatrice de
Mandeville, Geoffrey’s sister. Whether this means that Aldelose came to
the de Sayes via the de Vere-Mandeville-de Clare connection we do not
know.
The de Say family which was headed by a Geoffrey c.1090, a William in
1254, and a Geoffrey in 1346, was a distinguished one in Kentish and
English history. The line, documented in Cokayne’s Complete Peerage,
begins with the William de Say who came with the Conqueror. William
and his wife Agnes Grantmesnil were the parents of the first Geoffrey de
Say, husband of Hawise de Clare. Geoffrey participated in the siege of
Rochester castle by King William II’s forces, and the ouster of Odo from
England. It was at this time that the de Says became seated at West
Greenwich.
Geoffrey and Hawise’s son was William de Say, who was given a
special grant of his father’s lands in the second charter of the Empress
Maud to Geoffrey de Mandeville, issued 1141/2. As reported in Round’s
Geoffrey de Mandeville (p. 169):
“Concedo etiam quod Willelmus de Sai habeat omnes terras et tenenente que
fuerunt patris sui, et ipse et heredes sui.”

William married Geoffrey’s sister Beatrice, divorced wife of Hugh
Talebot. He is described in the foundation narrative of Walden Abbey as
“ferocis animi vir et bellicosus” and is best known for his association
with the Earl and Hugh Bigod in their revolt against King Stephen in
1144. After occupying Ramsey Abbey, the Earl was killed in August
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assaulting Stephen’s fortress at Burwell. William died in September.
Beatrice lived until 1197.
William was succeeded by his oldest son William de Say, who died
without male heirs in 1177 and was succeeded by his brother Geoffrey
de Say, who was born c.1135. Geoffrey married, first, Alice (Lettice)
Maminot, wid. of Ralph de Cahaines, by whom he had a son William
who died bef. 1198 and a son Geoffrey the elder, of whom below. His
second wife was Alice de Ver (dau. of Aubrey de Ver/Vere III, first Earl
of Oxford), by whom he had a son Geoffrey the younger. This latter
Geoffrey was “dominus de Rikelyng” in Essex and was described as the
son of Geoffrey de Say and Alice de Ver when he made a grant to
Walden Abbey 1216-1226. His daughter held land in Cambs. which
Alice de Ver held in free marriage of her brother Robert de Ver c.1218.
Geoffrey de Say acquired lands of Earl William de Mandeville, brother
of Earl Geoffrey, and also Maminot lands. In 1194, he was one of the
barons chosen to travel to Europe with William de Longchamp, bishop of
Ely, with 70,000 marks of silver to ransom King Richard I. Thereafter,
he was with the King’s army in Normandy, and in 1203 secured
quittance of his debts to the Jews of London so long as he was in the
King’s service with arms and horses.
Subsequently, he had
responsibilities for construction and maintenance at Dover castle. He
died in 1214.
Geoffrey de Say the elder was born c.1155 and married 1 st, Alice de
Chesney, wid. of Hugh de Periers, and 2nd, Margery de Briwerre, wid. of
(1) de la Ferté and (2) Endes de Dammartin, by whom he was divorced.
In 1214, he paid a fine of 400 marks to have his father’s lands, and the
sheriffs of Kent, Herts, Bucks, Sussex, Middx, and Northants were
ordered to give him seisen of the lands which had been his father’s. In
1215, he was in arms with the barons against King John and was one of
the 25 Sureties appointed to enforce the observance of Magna Carta. As
a result, all his lands except his manor of West Greenwich were seized
and given to Peter de Crohun. Later that year, along with Robert de
Clare, Robert FitzWalter and the Mayor of London, he was given letters
of safe conduct to confer with the Royal emissaries to secure a peace
treaty between King John and his barons and to secure relief of the
King’s siege of Rochester castle, without success. After John’s death in
1217, he swore allegiance to Henry III and had his lands in Kent, Essex

and Sussex restored to him. He had 42 Knight’s fees in 8 Henry III. He
was on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1219, and was with the army
thereafter. In 1230, he went to France with the King, accompanied by
his older son William (there was a younger son, Geoffrey), but died in
Aug. 1230 and was buried at the Hospital of St. Mary, Dover.
William de Say, born c.1212, succeeded his father and on 26 Aug. 1230
was at Lucon, where the King took his homage for all the lands his father
had held in chief. He married, 1 st, Sibyl, believed to be the daughter of
John Marshall of Lenton, and 2nd, Mary – . He came into conflict with
the King because of his love of tournaments rather than military service,
and for a while in 1235 had his lands taken into the King’s hands, then
restored. In 1238 he was on pilgrimage overseas, and in 1242 with the
King when, in a battle at Saintes, he captured John des Barres and 6
Knights. In 1254, he was reported as renting Aldelose to 3 tenants.
Later, he was with the army in Wales, and in 1260 was appointed
Governor of Rochester castle. The King summoned him to Windsor with
horses and to arms in 1263, but in 1264 he was with the King’s enemies
at the siege of Rochester castle. In 1264 he was at the battle of Lewes
when the King’s forces were defeated by those of Simon de Montfort,
but was restored to favor after Montfort’s defeat. He died in 1272.
His son and heir William de Say was born 20 Nov. 1253. The wardship
of his father’s lands had been granted by the King to Poncius de Mora,
the King’s merchant, in discharge of the King’s debt to him, but by Sept.
1273 William had bought the custody of the lands. He was summoned to
serve against the Welsh, and was summoned by writ in 1283 to attend
Parliament at Shrewsbury. Later, he was in Gascony, but died before 12
Sept. 1295, survived by his widow Elizabeth and his son Geoffrey.
Geoffrey de Say, son and heir, proved his age in 1302/3, making his
birth c.1281. When his father died, his wardship had been given, at age
14, to William de Leyburn, in order that he might marry William’s
daughter Idonea. After receiving livery of his lands, he was in France
with Edward, Prince of Wales, and in 1308 he and Idonea were in the
train of the King and Queen at the coronation. He served against the
Scots in 1310 and 1311, and in 1311 was in dispute about his obligation
to repair Rochester bridge. He was summoned to Parliament by writ in
1313, thereby becoming a baron, Lord Say. Between 1314 and 1319 he
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again served against the Scots. Before his death in 1321/2 he settled
West Greenwich on his wife and himself, with successive remainders to
their sons Geoffrey, Roger and Ralph and the heirs of their bodies.
There also were 3 daughters: Katherine married John St. John of
Lageham; Juliane married Sir John Northwode; and Isabel married John
de Chaumpaigne.
Geoffrey de Say, Lord Say, first son and heir, was aged 17 when his
father died, and did homage for his lands in 1326. He was continuously
in the King’s service, both in Britain and overseas. In 1334 he was to
select and command 20 of the best archers in Kent and bring them to
Berwick on Tweed, and in 1336 he was appointed Admiral of the King’s
Fleets from the mouth of the Thames to the western ports, fighting
successfully against the French. In 1338 he authorized 60 ships to
transport 600 horses. In this service he had 4 knights, 20 men-at-arms
and 3 archers. In 1334/5, the Lay Subsidies of Kent had reported that Jn
de Aldelos’ paid 3s4d for the lands he held at Aldelose. In 1346, Edward
III’s Book of Aid records that these lands were held by five tenants of
John (who held of Geoffrey). The tenants included Geoffrey’s son-inlaw Thomas de Aldon. In 1349, Geoffrey was granted 200 marks yearly
for his stay with the King for life, with 20 men-at-arms and 20 archers.
In 1354 he was appointed constable of Rochester castle for life. He died
in 1359, survived by his wife, Maud de Beauchamp, his son and heir
William, plus daughters Idonea, who married Sir John Clinton;
Elizabeth, who married Thomas de Aldon; and Joan, who married Sir
William Fiennes.
William de Say, Lord Say, was born in 1340 at Birling, Kent. He
proved his age in 1361, when he had homage for his lands, and was
summoned to every Parliament from 1362 to 1373. He died in 1375,
survived by his wife Beatrice de Brewes, a son John, aged 2, who died in
1382, and a daughter Elizabeth.
Elizabeth, Baroness Say, married 1st, in 1382, Sir John de Falvesle, and
2nd, in 1393, Sir William Heron. She died in 1399. The Say Barony fell
into abeyance, and after her husband’s death in 1404 (the Ipm abstract
refers to William Heron, Kt., and includes Aldelose among the
properties), the inheritance devolved upon Elizabeth’s aunts Idonea,
Elizabeth and Joan. Of these, Elizabeth d.s.p. and Idonea’s son John

confirmed by deed the titles and honours of the barony of Say to Sir
James Fiennes, Joan’s grandson, in 27 Henry VI (1446). Sir James
thenceforth was known as Lord Saye and Sele.
Sir James Fiennes was born c.1395, served in the wars in France with
King Henry V, attended Henry VI at his coronation in Paris in 1431, and
was on the Commission of the Peace in Kent from 1433 until his death.
In 1441 he built the castle at his manor Herstmonceux, and in 1446/7
became Constable of Dover Castle, Warden of the Cinque Ports, admon.
of the goods of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, King’s Chamberlain and
Constable of the Tower. He was, however, removed from office in June
1450 after the Commons indicated him, with others, because of the loss
of Anjou and Maine. The next month, faced by Jack Cade’s rebellion of
Kentish smallholders protesting high taxes and rising prices, the King
committed him to the Tower as a sop to the rebels, but the governor,
Lord Scales, fearing violence, gave him to the rebels after Cade entered
the City of London. Indicted for treason at the Guildhall, he was dragged
away by the mob, beheaded at the Standard in Cheapside and his body
quartered, the same day that his son-in-law William Crowmer, Sheriff of
Kent, was beheaded at Mile End. James’s wife, Emiline Crowmer, died
the next year.
They were survived by William Fiennes, Lord Saye and Sele, only son
and heir, born c.1428. He was with Lord Rivers in France, defending
Calais and Guignes in 1451 and, later, on the Commission of the Peace
in Kent. He was at Northampton with Warwick in 1460, attended
Edward IV in his flight to the Low Countries in 1470, was slain fighting
alongside him at Barnet in 1471, and was buried in the Church of St.
Thomas’s Hospital in Southwark. His widow, Margaret Wykeham, died
in 1477. Cokayne reports Leland’s comment that
“The last of the Lorde Sayes being in renowne was twise taken prisoner,
whereby he was much punished by the purse. Whereupon he was fain to lay
most part of his land to mortgage and solde clerely part of it.”

It was in this time frame, Hasted says, that “that part of Aldelose which
comprehended the manor passed into the family of Haut and was
afterwards esteemed as an appendage to the manor of Hastingleigh”
(italics added). It was part of Richard Haute’s inheritance when William
Haute died in 1462, but had not been mentioned in deeds relating to
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William’s marriage contract of 1429. By ‘comprehended’ Hasted meant
‘comprised’ and by ‘esteemed’ he meant ‘considered’ or ‘treated.’ When
Edward VI granted Aldelose as part of an endowment to St. Thomas’s
Hospital in 1553, he referred to “my lordship and manor of Astinleigh,
also known as Hastinleigh and Aldeloss.”

Figure 3.4.
Wadard is depicted
in the Bayeux tapetries securing
food after the Norman force had
landed.

Combe
According to Hasted “About the year 990, one Edward de Cumbe, whose
son Leofard was a monk in St. Augustine’s monastery in Canterbury, by
his last will bequeathed the land of Cume to that monastery.” For the
next 600 years, the manor was known as Combe, later as Combe Grove,
and in the nineteenth century the demesne lands became Big Coombe or
Great Coombe Farm.
At Domesday, the pre-Conquest holder of the manor was said to be
Levret (Leofred) of Ruckinge, but when the survey was taken in 1086
Wadard held it of Odo – one of twelve manors that he held in Kent: he
was important enough to be singled out on the Bayeux tapestries,
foraging for food for William’s army before the battle at Senelac (Figure
3.4). From this point on, the story of the manor has been reconstructed
by Brendan Hough in a 43-page manuscript entitled “Coombe Manor”
which was commissioned by A.T. Stainton when he acquired the
property in 1973. A copy of the ms. is at the Centre for Kentish Studies
in Maidstone, and we draw on it, as well as on materials that Hough did
not consult, in what follows.
With the dispossession of Odo and the return of his holdings to the
Crown, Combe was held directly of the Crown by Wadard. The names
of many of those holding the manor from subsequent tenants-in-chief
have vanished. What we do know is that by the 14th century a family
who took the name Combe held the manor in free socage in lieu of the
service of one knight to Dover Castle.
The Combes included both nobles and knaves. On 1 May 36 Henry III
(1252) we find in Cal. Inq. Misc. File 23: Inquisition –
“A perticate in Cumbe late of John son of Robert de Cumbe, outlawed for
homicide, has been a year and a day in the king’s hand and was held of Hamo
Grogan.”

On the other hand, in 1253/4 the lord of the manor of Wye was Philip
Combe. Later, the manor of Brabourne Combe was granted to Sir
Richard de Combe and his son Simon. Sir Richard also acquired land at
Fitleton, Wilts in 1280. He was Sheriff of Kent 23 July 1293, but was
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dead 23 Aug. 1293. His son Simon was dead 24 Oct. 1300, leaving a son
and heir Richard, a minor, who was dead 23 Jan. 1301, leaving his uncle
John, 22, brother of Simon, as his heir.
In 1345/6, when there was an aid for knighting the Black Prince, there is
reference to the Combe family holding their fee from the Warden of
Dover Castle (Archaeologia Cantiana X: 133):
De Thoma filio Radulphi de Combe pro j.f. quod predictus Radulphus tenuit
apud Combe per Wardam Castri Dovorr’, videlicet xs. per annum … xls.

Translated as:
Of Thomas, son of Ralph of Combe, for one fee that the said Ralph held at
Combe by the Warden of Dover Castle … 40 shillings.

In 1381 John de Combe was Custos of the Hundred of Wye and
presided over the trial of those who rose there in support of Wat Tyler’s
rebellion. This is probably the same John referenced by The Visitations
of Kent, 1619 in a document which begins
“I Johannes de Combe of Hastingleigh, conceded to Joh’i … and others of the
manor of Southleigh and Hugha. That Stephanus de Combe, Richardus de
Combe and myself by order of Joh’es … give and grant to Wiliam Tapeline …
Dated Hastinglegh 4 th day of the ninth month 10 Richard II [4 Sep 1386]”

Southleigh (alias Mizling) is one of the manors in Elmsted.
A subsequent deed dated 4 March 1390 (Harleian add. Ch. 59516) tells
us:
John de Coumbe of Hastingleigh quitclaims forever for himself and his assigns
to Simon de Earde all his rights (to what is unspecified).

Richard Combe evidently inherited: On 27 Nov. 1454, by letter of
attorney, feoffees Humphrey, Duke of Buckingham, John Coumbe esq.,
John Halle, Thomas Halle, gents and Reginald Knyght conveyed to
Thomas Herdys and Edmund Wykes the manors of Coumbe and
Southlegh’ and the mess. of Richardes, and Stonehall in the p’sh of All
Saints, Canterbury, so that they could deliver seisin to John Halsham,
esq. and Margaret his wife, widow of Ric. Coumbe (London

Metropolitan Archives deed E66/26/1/1). Ten years later, on 1 Feb.
1464/5, John Halle and Reginald Knyght conveyed the same properties
to feoffees Thomas Prudde, Nich. Huse, John Lenkenore, John
Halseham, Thos. Belyngeham, Esqs., John Goryng, Wm. Sydney, John
Apsle and Richard Farnold, with remainder to Humphrey Bourgthir, Kt.,
Jn. Fogge, Kt., Wm. Hawte, Wm. Ernele, Ralph Selanger, John Keriell,
John Clerkson gen. and Roger Brent for the use of Thomas Combe, who
must have been the minor son of Richard and Margaret Combe.
Evidently, Humphrey, Duke of Buckingham had held the property for the
term of life of Margaret, wife of John Halseham (LMA deed E26/1/2).
Later, “Thomas, son of Richard Combe, esq., late Canterbury” sued
“John Halle, gent., and Reynold Knyght, feoffees” to establish his right
to the manors of Southleigh, Combe, and Dean (Dane Court, another
manor in Elmsted), and a messuage, &c. in Hastingleigh, Wye, Crundell,
Waltham, Elmstead, Stouting (Stountyng). Another suit involved “John
Burgeys, citizen and stockfishmonger of London, and Margaret, his wife,
previously the wife of Stephen, son of John Combe. vs. Thomas Combe,
William Barton, of Canterbury, and Thomas Ikam, feoffees, concerning
her rights to the manors of Hugham and Southlye, and lands in …
Hastingleigh, Kent.” At the Ipm of Thomas, Bishop of London, in 4
Henry VII (1488), Thomas Combes also is recorded as holding 26 acres
of land in Wye worth 15s, as of the manor of Combe.
The next transaction involving Thomas Combe is dated 24 Feb. 19 Henry
VII (1503/4), when he sold his rights to the manors of Combe and Grove
in Hastingleigh and all the other lands and tenements in Hastingleigh,
Wye, Crundale, Waltham and Elmsted, which Thomas had inherited
from his father, to Sir John Fyneux (LMA deed E26/1/3). The deed
reads:
Thomas before Pentecost next shall make a lawful estate in fee of the said
Manors lands and tenements to John or such persons as he shall nominate by
Fine, Feoffment, recovery or other means etc., and of all other charges, the Rent
to the Lord of the Fee only excepted, and will deliver all deeds etc.
If Thomas before the day of these presents has made any Lease of the said
premises then he shall pay to John all such sums as he has received for any
Lease.
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John will pay Thomas 200 marks -- £40 now and the balance at the Feast of St.
John the Baptist [24 June] next.

However, a fortnight later, 9 Mar. 1503/4, two subsidiary deeds,
settlements in fulfillment of the will of Thos. Combe, protected the rights
of occupancy of Thomas’s relatives (LMA deeds 26/1/4A and 4B). In the
first deed, Roger Lewkenore Esq. and John Threle guaranteed Combe
Manor to Thos. Combe, gent.; failing heirs male to his brother John, then
his brother Edward, then John Fyneux, Kt. Power of attorney was given
to Chris. Gay and Edw. Thomlynson. The second deed was identical to
the first, except the guarantors were Henry Roos Kt. and Jn. Apsley.
Sir John Fyneux was one of the leading figures of the day. In 1471 he
was appointed Commissioner for administering the Kentish marshlands
from Tenderden to Lydd, and in 1485 Serjeant-at-Law – he adopted the
motto “Every man is maker of his own fate.” By 1488 he was Steward
of Dover Castle and in 1495 he became Chief Justice of the King’s
Bench. When Henry VIII came to the throne in 1509, John held Combe
from the Crown, but shared his Stewardship with a number of other highranking gentlemen, as evidenced by a fine of 200 silver marks paid by
Thomas Combe and his wife Elizabeth on the Morrow of All Souls, 1509
for 300 ac. of land, 300 ac. of pasture, 100 ac. of wood, the Manors of
Combe Grove and Fanscombe, plus £3 rents in Wye, Hastyngle,
Crundall and Elmsted, to John Fyneux Kt., Edward Ponynges Kt., John
Rooper, James Dygges, Robert Hadde, gents., John Lucas and Nicholas
Hillys (LMA deed E66/26/1/5). In 1513, it was John Fyneux Kt. and
Elizabeth his wife who paid a fine of 500 marks sterling for the three
manors and 400 marks for the rentals to the Exors. of Henry VII (LMA
deeds E66/26/1/7 and 8). Five years later, at Trinity 5 Henry VIII
(1514), Sir John and Elizabeth paid a fine of 450 marks for the three
manors to the Master and Chaplains of the Savoy Hospital: Ric
[Fitzjames] Bp of London, Ric [Fox] Bp of Winchester, Thos [Ruthal]
Bp of Duham, Jn [Fisher] Bp of Rochester, Thos [Howard] Earl of
Surrey, Chas Somerset Lord Herbert, Thos Lovell and Jn Cutte Kts and
Jn Young, clk. (FoFH8). Combe Grove and Fanscombe remained in
possession of the Savoy until it was dissolved in 1539 along with
England’s other monasteries and religious foundations.
By an indenture dated 3 Feb. 30 Henry VIII (1538/9), just before the
dissolution, William Holgill, Master of the Savoy, and the chaplains of

same, had leased Combe Grove and Fanscombe to John Colyar of
Teneham, gent. (LMA deed E66/26/1/9). The deed refers to an earlier
1527 lease:
The said Master and Chaplains by an Indenture dated 8 October 1527 made
between the said Master and Chaplains and Joan Allard of Hastingleigh widow,
late wife of Henry Allard late … granted to the said Joan all that the Messuages,
houses, lands, meadows and pastures of their Manors of Combe Grove and
Fanscombe in Wye and Hastingleigh, excepting to them all woods and trees
standing and growing and all rents, services, perquisites of Court and all
commodities not before expressed…
To the said Joan Allard her Executors and her assigns from Michaelmas then
last past for 20 years at the annual rent of £12.14s.8d. payable in equal portions
at Lady Day and Michaelmas…
The said Master etc. now demise the messuages, houses, lands etc. and the
Manors of Combe Grove and Fanscombe (excepting as before) to the said John
Colyar his Executors and assigns from Michaelmas for a term of 31 years at the
same rent as before. Lease will be void if the rent is not paid within 31 days of
due date.

From 1539 to 1553, Combe and Fanscombe were in possession of the
Crown. Then, on 26 June 1553, King Edward VI granted a joint Charter
to his three royal hospital foundations, Christ’s, Bridewell, and St.
Thomas’s. One of the grants of land to the hospitals for their upkeep
comprised the lands formerly belonging to the Savoy. St. Thomas’s
Hospital became the sole landlord of the Kentish properties. In a
supplementary proceeding, the tithes of Fannscombe were granted to the
Nuns of St. Leonard’s Priory in Stratford (Bow). Letters Patent of
Elizabeth I dated 11 Nov. 1579, freed Combe of its military service
obligations to Dover Castle.
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Fanscombe
Fanscombe, after 1553 treated as an integral part of Combe, does not
appear in the Domesday Book. Fane does, a manor composed of 2
ploughlands of which 1½ were arable, plus meadows, extensive
woodlands, a church, 3 villeins and 2 serfs. Fane was held by Adam fitz
Hubert of Odo. After Odo’s disgrace, Adam held the manor directly
from the King, and on his death it passed to his brother Eudo the
Steward. When Eudo died, Fane was granted to Warin fitz Gerald, the
Chamberlain, in whose descendants it stayed for the next few
generations, but by the reign of King Henry III (1216-71), parts of it
appear in the records as a 90-acre Yoke within the Royal Manor of Wye
with, to its south, the companion Yoke of Fanscombe.
Wye had been given to Battle Abbey by the Conqueror. At Domesday, it
comprised 52 ploughlands or yokes, 9 in demesne, 17 in the hands of
villeins and bordars (the ‘servile yokes’ which owed labor and other
services to the manor) and 26 which were ‘free’ (i.e. had converted most
of their traditional obligations to monetary payments). At the beginning
of the thirteenth century, Wye was listed as having 57 yokes, and by
1450 there were 61 (Helen E. Muhlfeld, A Survey of the Manor of Wye.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1933). This increase in the
number of yokes appears to be associated with the absorption and
subdivision of other manors, such as Fane.
Fane (Fanne) and Fanscombe (Fannescombe), together with Hassell
Street (Hersole), are listed as free yokes within the manor of Wye in a
succession of surveys conducted between the early thirteenth century and
the reign of Henry VIII (Muhlfeld, op. cit.):
Survey
Rental, temp. Henry III
Rental, temp. Edward I
Extent & rental, 5 Edward II
Rental, 9 Edward III
Survey, 8 Henry VI
Survey & rental, 28 Henry VI
Rental, temp. Henry VIII

(1216-71)
(1272-1300)
(1311)
(1315)
(1429)
(1450)
(1569-33)

Yoke of
Fanne
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

Yoke of
Fannescombe
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

Half-yoke
of Hersole
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Muhlfeld reproduces the Survey of the Manor of Wye of 1450, which
describes in detail (in Latin) each of the yokes and other properties
owned by the manor. The “Magister Collegii” of Maidstone held the 90acre Yoke of Fanne, lying in Estdane and formerly held by John de
Haulo, and was obliged to pay rent of 7s 4d. Earlier the manors of
Tremworth and Fannes had been in possession of Henry Yevele (Pat.
Ric. II, pt. 1, m. 17). Fanne included land on the “mountain near
Fannescombe,” formerly Thomas de Combe’s. Thomas, Bishop of
London, held the tenement of Olynteghe. This places the northern half
of Domesday Fane squarely within today’s Crundale. It was the southern
half that became Fanscombe. Part of the subsequent problem of
confusion of Fane and Fanscombe arises because, much later, Fane later
passed from the Kempe family to the Sawbridges, who also came into
possession of much of what had been Fanscombe after it had been held
by the Thornhills and the Winchelseas. In 1820, Col. Sawbridge offered
to exchange some of his land adjacent to Combe for the 26-acre
Fanscombe Down, which was completely surrounded by his property
(Chapter 6).
In the thirteenth century, there were families in the area whose name was
taken from the manor – John de Fannescombe, Richard de Fannescombe
and Luke de Fannescombe. The 1450 survey records the tenants of the
90-acre Yoke of Fannescombe: Thomas Combe held 40 acres in
dominico; another 25 acres, formerly John Ingrove’s, were held in
dominico by Thomas, Bishop of London; the remaining 25 acres were
held in servicio by Thomas Combe, who sublet them as follows:
Tenant
John Smethe

Acreage
5

John Bedford
Thomas Germann
John Bedford

2½
2
5

Hamo Germann
Thomas Wylloke

1&3r.
3

Former tenants
Ralph Withynbroke, and before
Robert Seyrs and Adam Jekynn
Robert Seyrs
John Dodd
Walter Moyle, and bef. John
Warreve, anciently John Horton
Thomas Haste
Gilbert Germann

Thomas Bette
“

1
½

William Hayward
“

“

1

“

Details

In Grasteye nr. Towne
Botle and Southgardyn
Petdane
Southtown and
Tailourscroft
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For these rentals, 12s was due at Michaelmas.
Later evidence helps us tie down the location of the manor. Fanscombe
Wood still exists, located north-west of Combe Manor. A manorial
survey taken in 1618 places all of the Fanscombe rentals, including
Fanscombe field, west of the Fanscombe and Combe demesnes and north

Figure 3.5.
Sketch maps suggests location of Fanscombe. During the
seventeenth century, the area between Fanscombe Wood and Fanscombe
Down was the property of the Earl of Winchelsea, who resided at Eastwell,
just west of Wye.

and east of lands in the Wye demesne (Appendix 4). In a survey taken in
1689, Fanscombe’s demesne was combined with that of Combe Grove.
Fanscombe Down was separated from the demesne by lands in
possession of the Earl of Winchelsea and the Rev. Mr Fillimore
(Appendix 6; Figure 4.3). Putting these together, we have a clear
indication of where the Fanscombe lands were to be found (Figure 3.5).
For orientation, the Wye Crown was built on what had been Fanscombe
Down. Down Farm is located to the south of Fanscombe Wood and a
little north of Fanscombe Down, squarely within the area of historic
Fanscombe.
The Winchelsea ownership is significant, because it provides a late
seventeenth century view of life in Fanscombe. When the 1689 map was
drafted, Charles Finch had succeeded as the young Earl of Winchelsea
(also sp. Winchilsea). Shortly before, the Glorious Revolution had
deposed King James II; James’s sister Mary and her husband William of
Orange ascended to the throne. In the aftermath of the Revolution,
Charles invited his Jacobite uncle Heneage Finch, who had lost his
position in government during the Revolution and was no longer
welcome in London, to live with him at the Finch family estate of
Eastwell, located just west of Wye. Heneage’s wife was Anne
Kingsmill, a noted poet in her time, who published her first poem in
1691, and Fanscomb Barn c.1701. They resided at Eastwell until 1700,
moved to live at Wye College between 1700 and 1704 (the manor of the
religious house at Wye had been in the Finch family’s possession for
decades), and later returned to London. When Charles Finch died
unexpectedly without male heirs in 1712 his title passed to his uncle
Heneage and Anne Kingsmill Finch became the Countess of Winchelsea
(Barbara McGovern, Anne Finch and Her Poetry. Athens: The
University of Georgia Press, 1992; Myra Reynolds, The Poems of Anne
Countess of Winchilsea. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1903).
It was in the Eastwell-Wye period that Anne wrote her Kentish nature
poems, including the lusty Fanscomb Barn:
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Fanscomb Barn.
In Imitation of MILTON.
In Fanscomb Barn (who knows not Fanscomb Barn?)
Seated between the sides of rising Hills,
Whose airy Tops o’erlook the Gallick Seas,
Whilst, gentle Stower, thy Waters near them flow,
To beautify the Seats that crown thy Banks.
– In this Retreat [*]
Through Ages pass’d consign’d for Harbour meet,
And Place of sweet Repose to Wand’rers poor,
The weary Stropledon felt that Ease,
Which many a dangerous Borough had deny’d
To him, and his Budgeta lov’d Compeer;
Nor Food was wanting to the happy Pair,
Who with meek Aspect, and precarious Tone,
Well suited to their Hunger and Degree,
Had mov’d the Hearts of hospitable Dames,
To furnish such Repast as Nature crav’d.
Whilst more to please the swarthy Bowl appears,
Replete with Liquor, globulous to fight,
And threat’ning Inundation o’er the Brim;
Yet, ere it to the longing Lips was rais’d
Of him who held it at its due Desert,
And more than all entreated Bounty priz’d,
Into the strong Profundity he throws
The floating Healths of Females, blith and young,
Who there had rendezvouz’d in past Delight,
And to stol’n Plenty added clamorous Mirth,
With Song and Dance, and every jovial Prank
Befitting buxom Crew, untied by Forms:
Whilst kind Budgeta nam’d such sturdy Youths,
As next into her tender Thoughts revolv’d,
And now were straggling East, and West, and South,
Hoof-beating, and at large, as chance directs,
Still shifting Paths, lest Men (tho’ stil’d of Peace)
Should urge their calmer Thoughts to Iron War,
Or force them to promote coercive Laws,
Beating that Hemp which oft entraps their Lives;
Or into Cordage pleated, and amass’d,
Deprives unruly Flesh of tempting Skin.
Thus kind Remembrance brought the Absent near
And hasten’d the Return of either’s Pledge:

Brown were the Toasts, but not unsav’ry found
To Fancies clear’d by Exercise and air,
Which the spirituous Nectar still improves,
And gliding now thro’ every cherish’d Vein,
New Warmth diffused, new Cogitations bred,
With Self-conceit of Person, and of Parts.
When Stropledon (late distorted Wight,
Limb-wanting to the View, and all mis-shap’d)
Permits a pinion’d Arm to fill the sleeve,
Erst pendant, void, and waving with the Wind,
The Timber-Leg obsequiously withdraws,
And gives to that of Bone Precedence due.
Thus undisguis’d that Form again he wears,
Which Damsel fond had drawn from houshold Toils,
And strict Behests of Parents, old and scorn’d;
Whilst farther yet his Intellects confess
The bouzy Spell dilated and inhans’d,
Ripe for Description, and sett Turns of Speech,
Which to Conjugal Spouse were thus addrest.
My Wife (acknowledg’d such thro’maunding Tribes,
As long as mutual Love, the only Law,
Of Hedge or Barn, can bind our easy Faiths)
Be thou observant of they Husband’s Voice,
Sole Auditor of Flights and Figures bold;
Know, that the Valley which we hence descry
Richly adorn’d, is Fanscomb-Bottom call’d:
But whether from these Walls it takes the Name,
Or they from that, let Antiquaries tell,
And Men, well-read in Stories obsolete,
Whilst such Denomination either claims,
As speaks Affinity contiguous--Thence let they scatter’d Sight, and oft-griev’d Smell
Engulf the Sweets, and Colours free dispos’d
To Flowers promiscuous, and redundant Plants.
And (if the drouzy Vapour will admit,
Which from the Bowl soon triumphs o’er thy Lidds,
And Thee the weaker Vessel still denotes)
With Looks erect observe the verdant Slope
Of graceful Hills, fertile in Bush and Brake,
Whose Height attain’d, th’ expatiated Downs
Shall wider Scenes display of rural Glee;
Where banner’d Lords, and fair escutcheon’d Knights,
With gentle Squires, and the staff-griping Clown,
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Pursue the trembling Prey impetuous;
Which yet escaping, when the Night returns,
And downy Beds enfold their careless Limbs,
More wakeful Trundle (Knapsack-bearing Cur)
Follows the Scent untrac’d by nobler Hounds,
And brings to us the Fruit of all their Toil.
Thus sung the Bard, whom potent Liquor rais’d,
Nor so contented, wish’d sublimer aid.
Ye Wits! (he cry’d) ye Poets! (Loiterers vain,
Who like to us, in Idleness and Want
Consume fantastick Hours) hither repair,
And tell to list’ning Mendicants the Cause
Of Wonders, here observ’d but not discuss’d:
Where, the White Sparrow never soil’d her Plumes, [**]
Nor the dull Russet cloaths the Snowy Mouse.
To Helicon you might the Spring compare,
That flows near Pickersdane renowned Stream, [***]
Which, for Disport and Play, the Youths frequent,
Who, train’d in Learned School of ancient Wye,
First at this Fount suck in the Muses Lore,
When mixt with Product of the Indian Cane,
They drink delicious Draughts, and part inspir’d,
Fit for the Banks of Isis, or of Cham,
(for Cham and Isis to the Bard were known,
A Servitor, when young in College-Hall,
Tho’ vagrant Liberty he early chose,
Who yet, when Drunk, retain’d Poetick Phrase.)
Nor shou’d (quoth he) that Well, o’erhung with shade, [****]
Amidst those neighb’ring Trees of dateless growth,
Be left unfathom’d by your nicer Skill
Who thence cou’d extricate a thousand Charms,
Or to oblivious Lethe might convert
The stagnant Waters of the Sleepy Pool.
But most unhappy was that Morphean Sound
For lull’d Budgeta, who had long desir’d
Dismission fair from Tales, not thoroughly scann’d,
Thinking her Love a Sympathy confest,
When the Word Sleepy parted from his Lips,
Sunk affable and easy to that Rest,
Which Straw affords to Minds, unvex’d with Cares.

She added several explanatory notes:
*
**
***

****

Fanscomb-Barn, near Wye in Kent, is a privileg'd Retreat for Beggars.
Fanscomb-Bam is famous for breeding White Sparrows and White Mice.
Pickersdane, is a Point of Wye-Downs, where there is an excellent Spring, much
frequented by the Scholars of the Free-School at Wye; who meet there, to drink
the Water with Sugar; which has been an ancient Custom, and a great Diversion
to them.
A very deep Well, within a little Wood near Fanscomb Barn.

The literary critics’ assessments of Fancomb Barn have been fulsome:
“the chief importance of Lady Winchilsea’s poem is in the subject-matter itself.
Stropeledon (sic) and Bugeta … would find no worthy comrades till they could
visit the ale-house of Ramsay’s Maggie Johnstone, and they would not feel quite
at home till they could consort with their kith and kin, the jolly beggars of
Burns. Lady Winchilsea is as free as Ramsay or burns from any display of
moral censorship toward her tramps. They lie and steal and drink and brag with
a self-complacency equal to that of the highwaymen and trulls of Gay’s
Beggar’s Opera. Stropeledon (sic) counts mendicancy a profession with
inevitable privations and hardships, but with well-earned hours of luxurious
repose. He and his Bugeta grow confidential and boozy over their cups, recount
their lawless deeds, and finally fall down in a drunken stupor, without a word of
condemnation from their lady chronicler. A subsidiary little picture of the
children drinking sugared water at Pickersdane Well is also sympathetically
drawn … (but) … what is far more significant … is that the … poetess wrote the
first of modern tramp-poems … gave the earliest effective modern picture of
English peasant school-children, and that she was one of the first to write in
blank verse of the Miltonic pattern.” (Reynolds, p. cxiii).

Lacking their refined perspicacity, we should take the poem for what it
is, a raucous picture of revels in a corner of seventeenth century
Hastingleigh whose location was soon to be forgotten – but not
completely.
Herbert Andrews and Drurys’ 1763 map of Kent shows the location of
the Fannscombe Beech, an important local landmark, mentioned a few
years later by Hasted in his first edition of 1779:

“On the summit of the hill in the eastern extremity of this parish [i.e. Wye] is
Fannescombe Beech, a tree visible to all of the country round to a great distance.
Near it was formerly a cottage, of the same name and now pulled own, and the
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land laid into Mr. Sawbridge’s park grounds … The manor of Fannescombe
now belongs to St. Thomas’s Hospital …”

Down Farm was built in the vicinity of the former cottage and,
presumably, its notorious barn, during the nineteenth century.

Figure 4.1.

Illumination from an Elizabethan deed for Hastinglei

4

AFTER 1553:
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL

In 1553 attention switches to St. Thomas’s Hospital, located in
Southwark. We learn of the hospital in F.G. Parsons’ three volume
work, History of St. Thomas’s Hospital (London: Methuen, 1932 et.
seq.). The institution has ancient roots, originating in a convent built on
the southern (Surrey) bank of the River Thames next to a ferry
connecting Southwark to the city of London. This convent was
converted into a College of Priests by St. Swithun, Bishop of Winchester,
between 852 and 862. In 1106 the College became the Priory of St.
Mary, and within the walls there was provision to take care of the sick
and maimed. In 1207, when the first stone bridge over the river had been
completed, a fire swept Southwark and the Priory was destroyed. The
bishop of Winchester reendowed the hospital in 1223, naming it for St.
Thomas à Becket of Canterbury, who had been murdered in 1170. St.
Thomas’s ‘Spittal’ was built on the eastern side of the main southern
approach to London Bridge, flanked by great Inns and by palaces of
ecclesiastics and nobles. It was one of several serving London’s sick, and
it did so for the next 300 years, growing in endowment. The ancient
buildings were replaced by a rebuilt hospital on a nearby site in 1507.
Then came King Henry VIII’s break with Rome, and the dissolution of
the monasteries. Initially, in 1534, Henry placed himself at the head of
the English Church and demanded the first-fruits and tenths of all
spiritual livings. Opposed by the Benedictines, he ordered visitations of
all religious houses, designing the visits to uncover mismanagement and
misdeeds by the religious authorities that might give cause for
confiscation. In 1536, parliament agreed to the suppression of all
religious houses with income of less than £200 per year. Those with
greater income held on for a while, but on 14 Jan. 1540, St. Thomas’s
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Hospital and all its possessions were among those surrendered to the
King.
Even before this happened, there was concern for the growing numbers
of sick in London. The Lord Mayor of London, Sir Richard Gresham,
wrote the King asking that the City might have governance of its
important hospitals, including St. Thomas’s. This, unfortunately, was in
vain. Parsons writes (I:122)
“The hospital was now closed and all that was bad about it came to an end; but
so did all that was good, and large numbers of helpless, sick poor were left
unrelieved in the streets; moreover the brethren and sisters and all the lay
helpers went to swell the mass of destitute humanity for whom no employment
could be found.”

The hospital and its endowment, like most of the ecclesiastical spoil, was
frittered away by Henry in gifts or sales to courtiers. Sir John Gate
became the owner of the hospital itself. Only the church of the hospital
remained, becoming the Parish Church of the new order.

Foundation Charter
Before his death, Henry did reestablish one hospital, St. Bartholomew’s,
but it was inadequate to the task of caring for the sick and the poor. The
ill-fated Bishop Nicholas Ridley (burned at the same stake as the
reformer Hugh Latimer by Queen Mary at Oxford in October, 1555),
together with Sir Richard Dobbs, Lord Mayor of London in 1551-2,
organized a committee of citizens to petition the young King Edward VI
to reopen the closed hospitals. Entries in the Patent Rolls from 1551 on
detail the steps along the way that culminated in the Foundation Charter
or Indenture of Covenants dated 26 th June 1553. First, the hospitals were
reestablished as charitable foundations, with all the associated rights and
privileges transferred by the Crown to the Mayor and Corporation of the
City of London. What was now called the Hospital of St. Thomas the
Apostle (St. Thomas à Becket was out of favour) was for the maimed and
diseased, Christ’s Hospital (Grey Friars) for poor children, Bridewell for
the correction of vagabonds, strumpets and idle persons, and Bethlem
(later Bedlam) for the treatment of the insane. Because the endowments
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of the old hospitals had been dispersed, provision had to be made for the
support of the reestablished institutions. The King turned to the
considerable estates of the Savoy Palace and Hospital. The Palace had
been John of Gaunt’s London residence, but after his death had become
an establishment servicing retired soldiers. The Savoy estates had
reverted to the Crown when the institution was dissolved in 1539.
Edward reassigned the estates to the support of the refounded London
hospitals, under the management and control of “the Mayor,
Commonalty and Citizens of our City of London.”
The lengthy foundation charter provides a detailed accounting of the
Savoy properties and the manorial rights being transferred to support the
hospitals. The grant included
“… our lordship and manor of Astinleigh, otherwise called Hastinleigh and
Aldeloss, with all its rights, members, liberties and appurtenances, and all our
messuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, pastures and hereditaments
whatsoever, with the appurtenances in Hastinleigh and Aldeloss aforesaid, in
our county of Kent, now or late in the tenure or occupation of Edward Grey (sicGay), to the said late hospital formerly belonging and appertaining, and being
parcel of the possessions thereof;”
“… and also all those our lordships and manors of Combe Grove and
Fenyscombe, with all their rights, members and appurtenances in our said
county of Kent, to the said late hospital formerly belonging and appertaining,
and being parcel of the possessions thereof;”
“… and also all and singular the messuages, mills, tofts, cottages, houses,
edifices, barns, stables, dovehouses, yards, orchards, gardens, lands, tenements,
meadows, feedings, pastures, commons, furze heaths, marshes, woods,
underwoods, waters, fisheries, fishings, rents, reversions and services and rents
reserved upon any demises or grants whatsoever; and also all courts leet, view
of frankpledge, chattels, waived strays, free warrens, chattels of felons and
fugitives, and felons of themselves, and persons put in exegents and deodands;
and also knights fees, wards, maritages, escheats, reliefs, heriots, fines,
amerciaments, and all other our rights, profits, commodities, emoluments,
revenues and hereditaments whatsoever, with the appurtenances, in …
Hastinleigh, Aldeloss … Combe Grove and Fenyscombe, in our said county of
Kent;”

Court of Governors
The manors and farms of Hastingleigh thus were granted to the Mayor
and Citizens of the City of London as endowment to support the
hospitals. By 1557, the City allowed St. Thomas’s Hospital to have its
own Court of Governors. The governors, initially elected, became selfelecting after 1587. The Savoy endowment was apportioned and St.
Thomas’s share included the four Hastingleigh manor farms. Parsons
notes (I: 165-6) that
“as the years went by, it became the custom to ask a fine from each governor on
his election, and after that practice was established the number of governors
naturally increased enormously, until at the end of the seventeenth century the
hospital policy was determined not by the votes of eight or nine persons who
met every week, but by those of sometimes a hundred governors who met only
once or twice a year.”
“As time went on and the Court of Governors became more and more a
collection of gentlemen who were benefactors to the hospital, and had no
necessary connection with the City” (ibid. I:207) [but] “As it happened the
management was so capable and honest that the City for two hundred years had
no need to assert its rights.” (I:208).

The records of the Court of Governors “became more and more records
of the management of the hospital property in land and houses.” With a
large court, power shifted to its President and to the Hospital Treasurer,
who had the responsibility of managing the properties and lands. During
the eighteenth century, the Treasurer was empowered to “grant
deputations” as gamekeepers on the Hospital manors, and subsequently
the Treasurers and their friends took advantage of this arrangement to
come down from London to shoot over the Hospital’s estates in
Hastingleigh. It seems that the privilege of shooting on these preserves
induced some sportsmen to become governors.
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The successive Presidents of the hospital were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.

Sir William Chester
Ald. Lodge
Sir William Hewett
Ald. Rowe
Sir William Chester
Sir Alexr. Avenon
Sir William Alleyne
Sir John Ryvers
Sir Nichs. Woodrofe
Sir Edward Osborne
Sir George Barne
Ald. Buckle
Ald. Henry Billingsley
Sir John Garrard
Sir William Cockayne
Sir James Cambell
Sir Edmund Wright
Ald. Thomas Adams
Ald. Thomas Andrewes
Ald. Francis Warner
Sir Thomas Adams
Sir John Lawrence
Sir William Hooker
Sir John Lawrence
Sir Robert Clayton
Sir Thomas Abney
Sir Gilbert Heathcote
Sir Gerard Conyers
Sir John Eyles
Sir Robert Bayliss
Sir Edward Bellamy
Sir John Thompson
Ald. George Arnold
Sir John Hankey
Ald. William Nash
Ald. Samuel Plumbe
Ld. Mayor Nathaniel Newnham
Sir Charles Price
Mayor Christopher Smith
Mayor Henry Winchester
Mayor Sir John Cowen
Mayor Sir John Pirie
Mayor Sir John Musgrave
H.R.H. The Duke of Connaught
(served until Hastingleigh lands
were sold in 1902).

1556
1560
1561
1566
1568
1571
1573
1579
1584
1586
1592
1593
1594
1607
1622
1626
1643
1644
1650
1659
1660
1668
1683
1690
1692
1707
1722
1733
1737
1745
1748
1749
1750
1751
1770
1773
1782
1809
1818
1835
1838
1842
1851
1882

The Treasurers were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.

William Chester
John Sayers
James Bacon
Sir Nicholas Woodrose
Edward Osborne
- Wheeler
- Saltonstall
Hugh Offley
Cuthbert Buckle
- Megge
John Garrard
Thomas Bramley
William Chester
Richard Stapes
John Alderson
Henry Butler
John Harley
Robert Thomas
Thomas Bagshawe
Minutes lost from 1608 to 1618
William Edge
Samuel Armitage
Humphry Clarke
George Nash
Gabriel Partridge
Robert Osbaldston
Peter Delauney
James Hayes
James Reading
Captain John Smith
Thomas Eyre
Thomas Cole
William Cole
Charles Joye
Samuel Lesingham
Anthony Walburghe
William Mount
William Bowden
Edward Jefferies
Abel Chapman
Thomas Bulcock Burbidge
Richard Baggallay
Francis Hicks
David Henry Stone
James G. Wainwright

1552
1556
1562
1570
1571
1573
1575
1577
1579
1581
1587
1591
1595
1597
1599
1601
1602
1605
1607
1618
1621
1636
1650
1657
1666
1669
1675
1683
1695
1698
1709
1716
1724
1738
1748
1749
1761
1780
1800
1843
1845
1864
1877
1890
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Manorial Management
Within a decade of the Hospital’s refounding, in 1563, Treasurer James
Bacon and two of the Governors conducted a survey of the demesne
lands of Hastingleigh and Aldelose, and listed their rentals and leases
(Appendix 2). The Terrier listed all the ‘dominical’ lands that were
cultivated by the lessees of the manor farms (312 acres), naming the
fields, and also enumerated the rentals of the manorial lands let
separately from the manors. The rents include both monetary payments
and traditional in-kind payments (cockerels and hens) which date from
an earlier time. Since later surveys and terriers are accompanied by field
names and maps, it is possible to reconstruct the Hastingleigh and
Aldelose demesne lands as they were recorded in 1563. The rentals and
leases included South Hill and Kingman down. No contemporaneous
terrier exists for Combe and Fanscombe, although a list of rentals has
survived (Appendix 3, from a book in the London Metropolitan Archives
containing copies of grants and leases 1560-1570, ref. F4/2). Little
Combe and the “lands called Harssole” both appear on the rental list.
On 9 June 1567 the Minutes of the Court of Governors of St. Thomas’s
Hospital record that arrangements were to be made for holding a court in
Hastingleigh. Manorial courts were of two kinds: Courts Baron were
devoted to issues of property and rents, examining copyholds and
confirming the actions of the bailiffs; at Courts Leet criminal charges
were adjudicated. They were not held every year. When they were
convened in Hastingleigh they met in the upper Sun Room at Court
Lodge, and reports were sent back to Southwark, some of which were
included in the minutes of the Court of Governors of the Hospital.
Providing an example of the Court Baron’s proceedings, a surviving
parchment held by the London Metropolitan Archives records the
“Extreytes of Grove, Hastingleigh and Aldelose” in 21 Elizabeth I
(1578):

Hastingleighe.
Hastingleighe. The abstract of the court there kepte the tenth day of
st
June in the 21 yere of the reign of (our) sovereinge lady Quene
Elizabeth.
4d Thomas Scott knight for that he oweth sute to the court and did not appeare.
3d James Broker gent. for his sute fine.
At this court it is ordeyned that the farmour of Hastingleigh shall leave a church
way overthwart the field dyrecting from Christopher Belling’s house to the church,
& to leave the same wey from henceforth uneavyd (?) by the space of 3 foote
payn of 10/-.
Item it is ordeyned that John Halke shall remove and have out of the wey a tree
that he hath felled & lieth overthwart the Church Waye leading from Southill to
Hastingleigh church. And that to be done before the first day of August next
payne of 5/-.

Aldelose.
Aldelose. The abstracte of the court there kept the 10th day of June in
the 21 st yer of the reigne of our most gracious sovereigne lady Quene
Elizabeth.
2d Sir Thomas Scott knight)
2d John Bull gent.
) for that they owe sute to the court
2d John Lewes
) & did not appeare
2d John Sharpe
)
4d James Broker gent. for his sute fyne.

Grove.
Grove. The abstract of the court there kepte the tenth daye of June in
Elizabeth.
h.
the xxith yere of the reigne of our sovereigne lady Quene Elizabet
2d James Brooker gent.
2d Thomas Smyth
2d Philippe Lewes

)
) for that they owe sute to the court
) and did not appeare

Thomas Smyth is to be dystreyned for the arrerages of a rente of 12¾d by the
yere goinge out of certeyn land sometyme Avice Fordred lyinge in Hastingleigh
called Staple which hath not bene paide by the space of twenty yeres & more.
Philippe Lewes is also to be distreyned for the arrerages of a rent of 17d by the
yere, one hen, and 17 egges going out of certeyn lande sometyme Gregory
Rand’s lyinge at Levyn Dane, which hath not bene paid by the space of twenty
yeres & more.
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The Manorial Court Roll for Hastingleigh c.1501-1710 has survived and
is in the London Metropolitan Archives (Ref. 0/517/1) but alas, it could
not be consulted. It was said to be in such poor condition that the LMA
reported it “unfit for production” and viewing. Fortunately, however, the
Minutes of St. Thomas’s Court of Governors contain regular references
to their Hastingleigh properties, and some 70 deeds have survived that
now are held at the London Metropolitan Archives. They permit us to
identify the lessees of the manor farms to the end of the eighteenth
century. Thereafter, property tax lists, the Hospital Surveyor’s reports,
and census returns carry the story forward to the end of the nineteenth
century, at which time the Hospital placed bailiffs in each of the farms
and prepared to list the land for sale. Leases typically ran for 21 years,
and lessees often placed undertenants in the farms rather than occupying
the properties themselves.

Lessees of Court Lodge and Combe
The lessees of Hastingleigh Court Lodge and Aldelose, which for much
of the Hospital’s ownership were leased as a unit, were:
1553-1562
1562-1581
1581-3
1583-1621
1621-1645
1646-4664
1664-1689
1689-1692
1692
1692-1713
1713-1770
1770-1806
1807-1831
In 1841 census
“ 1851 “
“ 1861 “
“ 1871 “
“ 1881 “
“ 1891 “
“ 1901 “

Edward Gay
“Mr Honywood”
“Mr Honywood Jr.”
Robert Allison
Richard Allison – undertenant James Crux
James Crux
Thomas Crux
“Mr Sherman”
Sarah Ashdowne
Sir William Honywood, Bt.
John Sankey Jr. and Richard Sankey
Thomas Kidder
John Marshall
John Marshall (died in 1846)
Edward Marshall
“
“
John G. Amos
James Sutton
manager
Thomas Hogben

The lessees of Combe and Fanscombe, leased as a unit, were:
1555-1576
1576-1617
1617-1653
1653-1687
1687-1690
1690-1692
1692
1692-1709
1709-1720
1720-1770
1770-1794
1795-1817
1818-1829
1831In 1841 census
“ 1851 “
1855-1869
In 1871 census
“ 1881 “
“ 1891 “
“ 1901 “

John Coveney
“Mr Swaine”
John Coveney was for part of this time an undertenant to Col. Player
Col. Thomas Player
William Milman
John Kingsford
Settled on Elizabeth Kingsford upon her marriage to William Hamond
William Hamond
Thomas Swaine with Thomas Combe the undertenant
Nicholas Swaine
Thomas Swaine
Sir John Honywood – John Browning undertenant 1795-1809 and John
Slaughter 1810-1817
John and Thomas Berry
John Marshall Jr.
William Marshall
William Marshall
Thomas Pye with subtenants (Chittendens and a different family of
Marshalls)
John Rolfe
Manager
Bailiff
Manager

Governors’ Minutes: Leases, Rentals and Deeds
The late Miss MacInnes, for many years the redoubtable archivist for St.
Thomas’s Hospital, provided an inestimable service when she assisted
Mary Harwood as she worked on her book Kentish Village. Hastingleigh
in 1950. Among Miss MacInnes’s contributions was the extraction of
each reference to the Hastingleigh manors in the Minutes of the Court of
Governors from their beginning to the mid-eighteenth century, and
thereafter in the Hospital Surveyor’s Reports. The latter documentary
transition marks the time when the hospital solicitor became steward of
the manor courts to relieve the Treasurer and Governors of the task.
Well into the twentieth century the solicitor’s official title was Clerk and
Steward of Manor Courts. Throughout this time span, the court rolls of
each manor were drawn up and the title deeds and papers connected with
them were copied out, but gradually the manor courts waned in
significance. During the eighteenth century, the Petty Sessions began to
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take over the functions of the Courts Leet, and despite the fact that the
governors, on a number of occasions, called for resumption of the Courts
Baron, the frequency for their meetings diminished.
Miss MacInnes’s summaries for the period through 1750, with
occasional literal citations extracted by Brendan Hough for Combe
Manor, plus references to the deeds that are held at the London
Metropolitan Archives (LMA), are reproduced below. In the early years,
rent collection, property maintenance, and use of the woodlands were the
key problems in Hastingleigh. Timber and firewood were scarce
resources that required continual oversight and careful management.
Manorial lessees were expected to collect tenants’ rents for the
Governors.
5 & 12 Feb. 1570/1

Hugh Coveney to collect rents from the tenants who
were in arrears at Combe, Fannescombe and Grove
manors.
“Item at this courte a lettre of attornaye was subscribed
by the governors unto Hugh Coveny for the recovery of
Rents in arrerage of the Tenants of the manors of Combe
fannescombe and grove due at the feasts of St Mighell
Tharcangell in the Tenth yere of the Queenes majesties
Reaigne unto the proper use of the same Hugh Coveny
for that the same Hugh Coveny hath paid unto the
governors money due for the same.”

24 Sept. 1571

John Colveney, tenant of Combe Grove, offers for a
renewal of his lease £24 p.a. and to do repairs.
“Item John Colveney of Combe grove in the countye of
Kent offerreth for a Lease of xxi yeares of the same
mannor which he now occupyeth after the expiracon of
his olde lease the yerely rente of xxiiii li and he to be
bounde to all mannor of reparacons and Fences…”
A marginal note adds: “Mr Swan offerithe better for the
same.”

21 June 1574

Edward Stone made an offer for Coveney’s farm of £40
fine and £12.14.8 p.a. or £20 p.a. without fine, or 21
quarters of good wheat and £6.13.4 p.a. and to do repairs.

“…one Edward Stone was a suter for the ferme of
Coveneys in Kent and offered for a fyne of the same lx li
at the yerely Rent of xii li xiii s viii d and to be bounde to
all reparacons.
Item furder he offered for the same xx li rent by the yere
and no fyne.
Item furder the same Stone offered to be payed in Corne
for the same ferme xxi quarters of good red whete swete
and …such as no baker shuld refuse and vi li xiii s iiii d
by the yere for the rent of the same and to be bound to all
reparacons with other Covenants as the Courte shall
devyse.”
18 Apr. 1575

Mr. Honywoode to have 30/- on a bill of 45/- allowed
him for repairs of the barn at Hastingleigh. He is also to
repair the kitchen and well-house and have an allowance
on that bill.

31 Oct. 1575

Mr. Colclothe to confer with Mr. Swanne for measuring
the woods in Kent late sold to John Hawke and
Christofer Bellinge and to take order with them for the
same.
Note: Christopher Belling and John Halke were
Hastingleigh Churchwardens in 1552, John Belling in
1601, and Richard Belling in 1613. Belling held
Kingsmill Down and Halke the South Hill farm.

5 Dec. 1575

Coveney offered £30 p.a. for a new lease of his farm. He
is to meet Mr. Swanne who holds the reversion.

20 Feb. 1575/6

Swanne granted a lease of Coveney’s farm.
“…it was agreed in consideracon that John Coveney
shall enter into bond, at thende and expiracon of his lease
quietly to departe with his family and housholde out and
from the possession and occupacon of the manor with
thappertenances in the tenure of him and his assignes,
and in the meane tyme not to plowe or breake up any
grownde other than such as is or hath been usually
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plowed, and also permytt and suffer Mr Swanne and his
assignes at all seasonable and convenient tymes to passe
and repasse with cartes and carriages for the amending
and making of the reparacons thereof, and also not to
make stripe or wayste of the woodes thereof.”
16 July 1576

Mr. Serjeant Lovelace and Mr. Bell conferred over a
quitrent of 18/11 denied by Sir Thomas Scott. To be
settled at the next court at H.

20 Dec. 1576

John Coveney to have a lease for 21 years at 20 marks
for a fine and £40 p.a.
Note: This was the separate lease of the land at Aldelose
to Coveney, who continued to create problems, for in
1579:
“It is agreed that his lease shalbe made with a forfeiture
for not doing the reparacons, or not fynding the
governors and their offycers and horses meate and
lodging when they come there, or for fellinge or geving
awaye any of the woodes or underwoodes of the
premysses or for none payment of his rent within xl
dayes accordinge to the tenor of the Lease.”

14 Apr. 1578

Mr. Honywoode, our tenant of Hastingleigh offered
certain arrearages of quitrents and asked allowance for
repairs. As Bell and Lovelace died without the dispute
with Sir Thomas Scott having been settled, new
arbitrators are to be chosen.
Note: Thomas Scott of Scott’s Hall married Elisabeth,
sole daughter and heir of Thomas Honywood of Seene
(D’Elboux Manuscripts: Brabourne monumental
inscription). Robert Scott of Mersham married Priscilla,
daugher of Thomas Honywood of Elmsted (ibid.)

28 Apr. 1578

Justice Monson, or failing him, Justice Meade to be
asked to settle the difference with Scott.

On 11 Nov. 1579, by Letters Patent, it was found that “John de Combe
held Combe Manor by service of 1 knight’s fee, for wh. present tenants
should pay, but their attorney showed the property was held in free

socage for fealty only, and they are to be free of the rent demanded.”
(LMA: H1/ST/E66/26/1/10 – two documents, the second being the Court
Baron at which it was decided that the Mayor etc. of London were “to be
free of the rent, saving always the Queen’s right.”)
The Minutes resume:
23 Jan. 1580/1

Edward Stone, a suitor for the manor of Hastingleigh and
Aldelose, offered for a 21 year lease £20 in money and
20 quarters of wheat annually. “Having timber allowed
him he will sufficiently repaire the house and dwell and
kepe hospitalitie upon the same.” He will also provide 2
nights’ lodging for the governors yearly, collect
quitrents, and preserve and fence the woods. Offer to be
considered.

1 Dec. 1581

Mr. Honywoode, Jun., “our tennant of Hastingleigh in
Kente” was a suitor for a longer lease. He had 3 years to
come at Michaelmas following at £12.10.0 pa. Offered
to surrender old lease at Michaelmas for a new 21 year
leasae at £20 and 20 quarters wheat annually, doing
repairs.

7 May 1582

Mr. Thomas Herdson offered for the lease of H. “as
much as any man will geve for the same.”

8 Oct. 1582

Mr. Willar of Fyshall nr. Tonbridge and Mr. Digges, a
tenant of the Hospital in the Old Bailey, on behalf of a
kinsman each offer “as much as any.”

19 Nov. 1582

Herdson offers 10 quarters good Kentish wheat yearly
for the end of the old term, as a fine, 20 quarters red poll
Kentish wheat yearly and £30 p.a. “and to place an
honeste man in the same that shall kepe hospitalitie.
An offer by Mr. Digges in writing was read but its terms
are not given.

10 Dec. 1582

Mr. Honywoode asked to be allowed timber for the fence
between Hastingleigh churchyard and the Hosp. farm
ground.
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He is to have it by assignment of Coveney “our tennant
there” but is to pay as is is not within the terms of his
lease. Honywoode also renewed his application for the
renewal of his lease and at the same time “gave the
Governors the name of a close of Sir Thomas Scotts
called Goddens in H. parish to be charged with 10/-p.a.
quitrent, which the Governors are to have by an
agreement with Scott.”
18 Feb. 1582/3

Mr. Honywoode was allowed 12/8 estreated out of the
Exchequer for respect of homage to the Queen.

4 Mar. 1582/3

Robert Allyson offered £50 without fine and to repair, or
£40 rent and £100 fine and repairs, or £40 rent and 200
marks for building. He will pay 20 quarters wheat for
£20 rent in any of these offers, and inhabit and keep
hospitality.

22 July 1583

Allyson made a new offer of £50 rent and 200 marks to
be spent in building or £50 rent, repairs and such fine as
the Governors think fit, to keep hospitality and pay 20
quarters of Kentish wheat for 20£ of the rent.

21 Oct. 1583

Allyson, supported by the recommendation of the Lord
Chancellor, was granted a 21 year lease from
Michaelmas 1585, paying £30 and 25 quarters of good
sweet clean red poll Kentish wheat, to be delivered free
of charge. New building to be done to the value of 200
marks within 4 years. He is to do repairs for which he is
to be allowed timber but timber is otherwise not included
in the lease. He is to have houseboote etc., to be resident
and keep hospitality, to give 2 days & nights
accommodation to the Governors etc. every year, collect
rents of assize etc.

4 Nov. 1583

The Court ordered that if Allison had insufficient timber
for repairs he was to be supplied from Coveney’s farm,
also in H.

7 Feb. 1585/6

Allison to have 50 oaks from Coveney’s woods to finish
repairs viz. from Armyns Wood & Robyns Dane Wood
10 and Richards Wood 40. The Governors have sold

him the timber of the two former woods (about 3 acres)
at £4 per acre.
28 Mar. 1586

Governors approve the sample of Allison’s rent wheat.

11 Apr. 1586

Allison to be allowed £12.10.0 rent reduction at Mich.
because of his great building costs and the dearness of
corn.

23 Jan. 1586/7

10 more trees from Richards Wood granted.

24 Apr. 1587

Payment of rent wheat respited till 20 Oct. because of
“the charges in repairing & building his house.” His
brother Richard gives bond for its delivery.

26 June 1587

Allison to have a letter of attorney for the pulling down
of Hawkes Pounde at H. “if he wyll not reforme it
himselff upon the Governors letter.”

4 Nov. 1588

Governors refuse to allow Allison to commute his rent
wheat for money payment.
Order for a bill to be exhibited in Chancery etc. “for that
one John Hawke of H. woulde barre us of a way which
leadeth from our Mannour of H. to a pasture called
Beakes Field parcell of our Mannour of Aldelose in the
same parish.”

19 June 1589

Allison to pay £20 in place of rent wheat.

15 May 1589

Coveney to supply Allison with timber for a pound and
repairing the churchyard.

13 Nov. 1592

£7 to be allowed to John Coveney, our tenant at H.,
which was lately recovered against him by one Bett for a
trespass done to him for carrying away a parcell of wood
proved to be Bett’s.

13 June 1595

Allison of H. & Leake of Waltham behind with rent.

9 June, 1596

Allison has not paid the £50 he promised.

21 June, 1596

Allison promises to pay his 2½ years arrears by Mich.
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25 Oct. 1596

Renewal of lease to John Coveney of the “farme called
Combe, Fanscombe and Grove” for 21 yrs, from Mich.
1598 at the old rent of £40 p.s. Woods & quitrents
expected. To do repairs. He is to pay 100 marks fine.
The lease, which survives, is dated 20 Oct. 1598.

17 Aug. 1597

The Clerk to distrain if Allison does not pay arrears.

10 Oct. 1597

Allison threatened with re-entry.

18 Jan. 1597/8

It is reported that Allison offers 53s 4d an acre for
Bexfeilde Woode in Hastingleigh (9 acres); he is also to
have the trees in Armyns Wood if he pays the £12
owing.

18 Sept. 1598

Allison to lose his lease if he will not pay arrears.

7 May 1599

Re-entry to be made, as Allison owes at least £80.

7 Oct. 1599

Lease to John Coveney of Hastingleigh, yeoman, of
Combe, Fanscombe and Grove farms, timber excepted,
for 20 years at £40. p.a. (LMA deeds E67/3/4).

12 July 1602

Letter from Mrs. Awsten considered. She is to be asked
to give bond for Allison’s arrears.

28 Feb. 1602/3

3-year lease of Hastingleigh “farme” to Mr. Henry Butler
so that he can proceed to the ejectment.

25 Jan. 1603/4

Mr. Beeston, Gent. sought to be admitted tenant in
possession at H.

6 Feb. 1603/4

Beeston offers for 21 yr. lease £100 fine, to pay all
arrears and Allison’s debts in the suit.

10 Mar. 1603/4

Allison, represented by a friend (name doubtful –
Thomas Bette) asks for a new lease. The exact amount
of his arrears ordered to be looked into.

20 June, 1604

Allison, represented by his wife and uncle, Doctor
Allison, asks for another 21 yrs. after the end of his
present term, offering £150 fine and the old rent.

3 Aug. 1604

Allison is granted a new lease. He is to surrender the old
and have 21 yrs. from the following Michaelmas, paying
£200 fine, the old rent of £50 p.a. and doing repairs;
securities are to be given for the rent. But after 2 years,
because there were 2 years to come in the old lease, he is
to have a new lease on the same terms.

10 Dec. 1604

Fine money paid. Sureties for Allison’s rent – Thomas
Bett, citizen and clothworker of London, and Sampson
Barrowe of Brabourne, yeoman.

30 Aug. 1609

6 acres of coppice in Hurst Woods to be taken by John
Searle of Brabourne, excepting timber over 25 years of
age (LMA deeds E67/3/21).

At this point, a gap occurs in the Minutes until 1617, due to the loss of
one volume. However, the records of the West Kent Quarter Sessions
provide occasional insights into Hastingleigh residents:
1 March 1594/5

Indictment: John Hawke of Hastingleigh or Rich.
Hawke or the same, yeoman, for encroaching upon and
closing the highway at Hammefield in Hastingleigh
leading from Crundale to Brabourne.
The Hawkes/Haulkes held South Hill from Court Lodge.

19 May 1602

Recognizance: Thomas Butcher of Hastingleigh,
husbandman, in £20, to appear and answer on suspicion
of felony.

20 July 1602

Sessions roll: Robert Doverall of Hastingleigh, labourer,
on 20 th December, 1602, at Allington broke into and
entered the close of Francis Rose, and stole 15 ewes,
worth £6, the property of the said Francis.

13 Oct. 1608

Estreat of fines and fees at a Special Sessions at
Brabourne, listings fines levied from Thos. Belke of
Hastingleigh, gentleman, his wife and Margt. Harding
their servant. They had broken into the croft of John
Dunkyn of Elmsted at Hastingleigh between 5 and 6 pm
on 20 Sept. 1608 and assaulted him. Signed by Thos.
Honywood, Thos. Scott and Henry Heyman.
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_ _ 1608

Recognizance: John [ - ] of Hastingleigh, husbandman,
in £20, to appear, answer and to be of good behaviour.

28 June 1614

William Hill of Wittersham, tailor, in £20, to appear and
to be of good behaviour; Sureties, Humphrey Phillpott
of Hastingleigh, husbandman and William Lingam of
Wittersham.

26 Feb. 1616

Bill of indictment: Thomas Skilton of Hastingleigh,
carpenter, at Waltham, stole “two bushels of wheat”
worth 2s. 6d. belonging to George Harris. [Decision:
Ignoramus].

In 1616-18 another survey was taken, this time providing details of the
lands already rented by the several manor farms, together with the names
of the tenants (Appendix 4). The parchment has later additions dated
1710. In the case of Combe Manor, Brendan Hough says that the
holdings of the tenants of that manor, as recorded in 1616-18, were
divided among three main areas. Five of the tenants (Humphrey Philpot,
John Pilcher, Edmond Marshall, Nicholas Sawkins and Edward Birch)
held land in what is now Hassell Street, variously described in the survey
as ‘Harsall,’ ‘a village called Harsall’ and ‘Harsall Streete’. Humphrey
Philpot had a house ‘of ancient time called Burbitts’ and a sizeable
holding of 24 acres. This property is now known as Hassell Street Farm.
The farmstead is now located in Crundale with its land on the
Hastingleigh side of the street. John Pilcher had 22 acres. Edmond
Marshall had a house called Plaistoole and various pieces of land.
Edward Birch has a house and a small holding of 9 acres (now known as
Hazelgrove Cottage in Crundale), together with the field called ‘Gaggs’.
Nicholas Sawkins has 20 acres and a house which he sub-let to John
Paine the elder.
Nicholas Sawkins, who is described as “gentleman,” also held 70 acres
of land in the second area, Little Coombe. All three tenants there were
described as living at ‘Little Combe’. Nicholas Sawkins lived in a
messuage, Christopher Cock and Thomas Rigden in tenements. The
word ‘messuage’ in this survey seems to imply a comparatively large
house – apart from Little Coombe, only Plaistoole in Hassell Street is
described in this way. The two tenements represented other properties in

the Little Combe area. Whereas Sawkins’ property was 70 acres, that of
Rigden appears to have been 26 acres, as we shall see below.
The third area where Combe tenants held land lay to the south-west, near
the Hastingleigh/Wye parish boundary where it now runs through
Richards Wood. Tenants included Henry Berry, who held land in Wye
parish called ‘Stopes’; Thomas Friend, who had land at ‘Powles Crosse,’
Hastingleigh; and Henry Jupit, whose land lay in Hastingleigh at
‘Brownetowne.’
The survey also named the tenants of that part of Combe called Grove.
Grove seems to have occupied a triangle of land with the corners
somewhere near Richards Wood, the Coombe home farm and Little
Coombe. Six tenants were named. Thomas Owden had a messuage and
1 acre “called Crouch Croft.” Roger Eppes held Mabb Close, which was
3½ acres and lay at ‘Cowlescrosse.’ The third tenant, Henry Jupit, also
farmed four acres in Combe. He had a “newe builded” tenement in
Grove, but no land is mentioned, though a note added in 1710 suggests
the tenement stood in a 3-acre field called Flock Field. In 1618 the field
seems to have been called ‘Stapull.’ Probably Henry Jupit’s lands in
Combe and Grove lay next door to each other, and when he walked west
across the ‘King’s highstrete’ to his work each day he also crossed the
dividing line of the two manors.
Fanscombe’s leases were located in a cluster lying north and west of the
Fanscombe demesne and east of the demesne of the manor of Wye. The
northwest corner, named Fanscombe field, was occupied by Sir Timothy
Thornhill, who also had other land to the north. To the south of this was
7 acres rented by John Deuse, and to the east 2 acres rented by Roger
Dawson.
For the rest of the Combe listings, John Skelton had 20 acres which lay
in Hastingleigh parish, and William Atwood 4 acres ‘next Grovedowne
or Grovedane.’ The sixth tenant was Henry Berry, whose lands, like
Henry Jupit’s, probably formed one piece, part in Grove and part in
Coombe. He had 13 ½ acres or so in Grove, all in Hastingleigh parish.
His house also lay in Grove, a tenement ‘called Heymer.’
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The Hastingleigh leases are described more simply. The principal leases
were the 120-acre South Hill property to Richard Haulke, and 60 acres at
‘Kingman’ Down to John Searle. Most of the others were along the
‘King’s Highway’ in the current village. The subsidiary manor farm of
Aldelose rented lands on the western and southern sides of its demesne,
as well as a couple of discontiguous pieces of land to the north, along the
King’s Highway, one of them Levendane.
In 1622, the Governors’ Minutes resume:
8 Nov. 1622

Richard Allison, Gent., Exor. of Robert A. late of H.
asked for a 21 year lease of Hastingleigh, the old one
expiring in 1625, on terms to be proposed by the
Governors. Granting of lease delayed until the barn has
been repaired.

4 June 1624

Allison reports that repairs have been done. A view
ordered to be held.

22 Oct. 1624

Granting of lease deferred because of other applicants –
Mr. Crux, undertenant to Allison, and Mr. Harvy.

26 Nov. 1624

New 21-year lease made to Allison for £350 fine and £50
p.a. rent.

10 Mar. 1627/8

The tenant of Hastingleigh asks for an allowance of
timber “towards the reedifying of a barne lately blowne
downe.”

18 June 1628

16 tons of timber assigned for the barn, to be taken from
Combe.

9 Feb. 1628/9

The timber found insufficient; more to be marked out.

19 Dec. 1636

John Taylor, parson of Hastingleigh, to have 3 loads of
underwood or loppings annually in lieu of all tithe wood.

8 June 1638

Mr. Taylor allowed an additional 2 loads of firewood for
the next five years.

1 July 1639

James Crux, undertenant of Hastingleigh, will pay £30
for the underwood growing in Aldelose bushes cont. 6

acres to be measured at 16½ feet to the pole, leaving 60
of the best oaks or ashes on every acre. At the same
court he was allowed £16 towards £30 he spent on a suit
with Mr. Taylor over the tithes of wood.
11 Nov. 1646

James Crux to have a lease of the manor of Hastingleigh
for £300 fine and £50 p.a., for 21 yrs.

Brendan Hough interposes at this point, with more information about
Little Combe. He points to a deed of St. Thomas’s Hospital dated 29
Jan. 1645 (LMA deed E66/26/1/12). It is of particular interest because
one of the parties is Thomas Rigden junior, presumably son of the
Thomas Rigden who held land at Little Combe in 1618. The property
conveyed – “a messuage, barn, stable, garden, orchard and yard” and 26
acres in Hastingleigh – seems to be the same tenement and 26 acres
which his father had held thirty years before. The most interesting point
is that Thomas Rigden junior no longer lived in Combe. He is described
as “of Elham, Kent, yeoman,” and his Hastingleigh property is sublet to
Simon Carden. Nor is the man to whom the property is conveyed,
Edward Norden gent., not a local resident, but from Canterbury.
A second deed of the same date (LMA deed E66/26/1/11) provided a
bond of £360 “for quiet enjoyment of lease.” A lease of 17 June 1641
for 300 years at peppercorn rent had been assigned to Anne Norden, and
an annuity of £12 p.a. had been granted by Thos. Rigden to David
Robins, 1 Jan., 2 Chas. I, to begin immediately after Thomas’ death &
continue for the life of his wife Wilment.
We turn back to the Minutes, during the period of Cromwellian rule in
England, when we find the Combe lessee to be a Col. Player:
14 June 1648

8 tons of timber allowed to Mr. Crux to finish his barn,
to be marked out by Mr. Coveney from Combe woods.

4 June 1651

20 acres of underwood in Richards Wood, Armins Wood
and Hardres Spring to Col. Player, the tenant, and John
Coveney, undertenant. Report of sale confirmed.

24 Mar. 1653

James Crux has cut down timber and underwood
contrary to the terms of his lease.
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25 Aug. 1653

Co. Thomas Player to have 31 year lease of Combe for
£300 fine and £50 p.a. The deed was dated 2 Feb. 1653.

17 Feb. 1654

Another five years to be added to Player’s term.

At this juncture there is a cluster of deeds dated between 1656 and 1677
that deal with the Rigden holding in Hastingleigh. On 28 Jan. 1650 it
passed, together with property in Canterbury, from Edward Norden of
Frensbury, gent., to John Woodgreen of Frensbury, yeoman (LMA deeds
E66/26/1/14 and 15); and on 10 Dec. 1664, along with other properties,
the 26 acres in Hastingleigh “in tenure of John Plummer” were sold to
John Day of Borstall in Rochester (LMA deed E66/26/1/18). James Day
and his wife Elizabeth sold his Hastingleigh messuage, along with many
other properties to John Guy of Strood, gent. on Jan. 27, 1677 (Deeds
E66/26/1/28 and 29). John Guy had married Mary Day.
The Governor’s Minutes at this time are, however, primarily concerned
with Thomas Crux:
2 Dec. 1664

Thomas Crux, tenant of Hastingleigh to have a new 21
year lease for £380 fine and £50 p.a. to be paid twice a
year at the Feast of the Annunciation of The Blessed
Virgin Mary (Lady Day, 25 March, the beginning of the
New Year in England before 1752) and the Feast of St.
Michael the Archangel (Michaelmas, 29 September).
Note: In the traditional calendar, Lady Day and
Michaelmas were the most important quarterly feast
days for setting terms of leases (the other two were
Midsummer, 24 June, and Christmas, 25 Dec.). Lady
Day was when servants were hired for the next year, less
a day so they couldn’t claim residence in the parish
under the terms of the Poor Laws. Laborers changed
their jobs at Michaelmas. Arthur Marsh records the later
recollections of one of the assistants at Tappenden’s
general store: “At Michaelmas…if I saw a cart loaded
with furniture, I had to get on my bike and follow it and
see that we got their custom.”

15 Mar. 1666/7

Crux in arrears with his fine money.

13 Nov. 1668

Mr. Crux to pay £200, part of the remainder of his fine
still outstanding, before Christmas, or proceedings for his
eviction to be undertaken.

22 Dec. 1670

£80, the remainder of Mr. Crux’s £380 fine, remitted.

20 Nov. 1672

“It is ordered that the sum of fifty pounds be allowed and
paid to Thomas Crux our tenant of Hastingleigh farm in
Kent, for a barn he hath built on a piece of ground of Mr.
Bull, which is contiguous and convenient to part of our
lands belonging to the said farm, but before the said
money be paid the said Thomas Crux is to procure us a
grant to this house of the fee and inheritance of the said
barn and ground belonging to it and whereon it stands.”

8 Aug. 1676

John Bull of West Brabourne, gent., sold ½ acre in the
occupation of Thomas Crux to St. Thomas’s Hospital for
£4 lawful money. (LMA deeds E66/26/1/24 and 25)

30 May 1677

Timber at Combe and Hastingleigh sold to George
Waker (Walker) for £300 to be paid over a period of 3
years.

10 Sept. 1678

A new lease of Court Lodge and Aldelose, with all the
lands and buildings lately purchased of John Bull, to
Thomas Crux (Appendix 5). He was expected to repair,
sustain and maintain the house and buildings, hedges and
ditches, pales, gates, rails, fences and enclosures. The
Steward Rent Gatherer would visit and inspect the
property once a year and Crux was expected to house
and entertain the Steward and his company for two days
and nights. The Manor House was expected to maintain
a staff of at least eight servants (a requirement apparently
maintained until the 1870s according to the evidence in
successive censuses). The wood from the estate would
be used to repair buildings, fences, farm implements (for
example ploughs and carts) and for firewood. According
to the Indenture, the tenant, Thomas Crux, should
lawfully, peacefully and quietly have, hold, possess and
enjoy the said premises for 21 years without Court suit,
trouble, eviction, expulsion or interruption of or by the
Mayor and Commonality and Citizens of the City of
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London and Governors of Christ’s, Bridewell’s and St.
Thomas’s Hospitals. (LMA deed E67/10/31).

The 1670s and 1680s also brought another set of deeds that survive in the
London Metropolitan Archives, in this case relating to the Sawkins’ 70
acres at Little Combe:
24 June 1670

Mortgage to James Sawkins of Newington-next-Heth,
gent. from John Mount of Hastingleigh, a weaver. Mess.
called Little Combe and 60 ac. tenancy of John Philpott,
for £150, or void if Sawkins pays £168 by 24 June 1672
(LMA deed E66/26/1/20).

10 June 1671

Marriage settlement from James Sawkins of Newington,
son of William Sawkins, on his marriage to Margaret
Rigden. Little Combe and 60 acres to be Margarets on
jointure (Deed E66/26/1/21).

17 July 1676

James Sawkins of Newington and Margaret his wife and
John Spicer lease for possession of Little Combe to Peter
Marsh of Wye, gent., with release by widow Julian
Knowles of Willesborough (Deeds E66/26/1/22 and 23).

2 Oct. 1677

Nicholas Sawkins of Lyminge, William, Peter and Henry
Sawkins, and John Spicer, lease and release of Little
Combe and 70 acres to Julian Knowles of Willesborough
at peppercorn rent for 6 months (Deeds E66/26/1/26 and
27).

22 Oct. 1677

John Mount of Hastingleigh, messuage in Little Combe
to Clement Court of Willesborough, yeoman (Deed
E66/26/1/30).

26/27 Sept. 1684

Clement Court Jr. and Julian Knowles, widow, are
married. Marriage settlement by William Randolph and
Clement Court Sr. Little Combe to Julian Knowles for
life, then to Clement Court jun., then to his son, then
daughters (Deeds E66/26/1/31 and 32).

There is also a batch of five deeds, not from the records of St. Thomas’s
Hospital, but from counterparts among family papers now preserved in
the Kent Archives Office (Kent Archives Office U47/11TS09). These tell
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us something of transactions involving Combe for the five years 16871692. The Hospital assigned a 21-year lease on 20 Dec 1687 to William
Milman, gentleman, of the Inner Temple (This is also LMA deed
E67/11/34). The consideration was £280 plus £50 p.a. from 1689. In
1690 Milman passed the lease to John Kingsford, gentleman, of London,
for £364-18s; and in 1692 the estate became part of the property settled
upon John Kingsford’s daughter Elizabeth on the occasion of her
marriage to William Hamond, gentleman, of Nonnington in Kent.
Perhaps the most interesting feature of all this is that the tenant
throughout seems to have been another member of the Combe family,
Thomas.
In 1689, John Guy of Strood, gent., and his wife Mary, daughter and heir
of John Day, deeded property at “the Stool” to John Round and John
Lampard of London, the sale to cover Guy’s debts, with the remainder to
be settled on Mary and her heirs (LMA deed E66/26/1/33). In the same
year, Richard Brown made “A Survey of certain Lands lying in the
Parishes of Hastingleigh and Wye in the County of Kent, being Lands
belonging to St. Thomas Hospital in the Borough of Southwark. And
lyeth in two farms viz Hastingleigh Court and Combe Grove” (LMA
E115/51). For the first time, we have a map of the Hospital’s lands
(Figure 4.2), although not of those lands already released into copyhold
tenure, such as South Hill and Kingsmill Down. The accompanying
Terrier lists the fields in each demesne (Appendix 6). As is shown later
(Figure 7.6), “Combe Grove and Fanscombe Farm” was much more
extensive in 1689 than in the later map, which refers only to the
ecclesiastical parish of Hastingleigh. During the eighteenth century,
much of Combe’s downland property in the parish of Wye was sold or
exchanged, however. On the other hand, the Hastingleigh and Aldelose
farms had already assumed their current form.
Figure 4.2 (opposite). The 1689 Richard Brown survey of the Hospital’s
demesne lands in Hastingleigh. The left half includes Combe and Fanscombe;
Fanscombe Down is the discontiguous field at the extreme left. The right half
includes Court Lodge and Aldelose. On the original it is possible to read the
names of the adjacent property owners and renters: the Earl of Winchelsea,
Sir Robert Fillimore and William Smith in the area of Fanscombe; Edward
Browning, John Fagg and Thomas Birch south of Little Combe; Sir Ralph
Ratcliff west of Aldelose. In addition, one sees those holding South Hill,
Lyddendane, Cold Blow, Leese and Staple Farms.

The 26 acres of Little Combe “sometime in the occupation of Michael
Philpott and late of John Gregory, husbandman,” were deeded on 10 July
1692 to Simon Templar of the Inn and Temple and Samuel Turner,
goldsmith, by John Round of London, John Lampard of Strood, and John
Norton, citizen and joiner of London, and Mary, his wife. Mary is
described in the deed as formerly the wife of John Guy of Strood, dec.,
and the only daughter and heir of John Day (LMA deeds E66/26/1/34 and
35). The next year, 5 Feb. 1693/4, John Norton and Simon Templar Sr.
and Jr. leased the property formerly Michael Philpott and John Guy’s,
and now occupied by John Gregory, to William Norton of the parish of
St. Giles in the Fields (Deeds E66/26/1/36 and 37). William Norton
obtained a mortgage of £100 from Eliz. Newte of London, widow, that
later was released (Deeds E66/26/2/1 and 2).

Figure 4.3.

Illumination from a Georgian deed for Hastingleigh.
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Continuing the story, on 19-20 June 1695, Wm. Norton and Eliz. Newte
received a lease and release (mortgage) from John Elliott, citizen and
leatherseller of London (Deeds E66/26/2/4 and 5). On 30 and 31 Oct.
1695, there were agreements between Wm. Norton, John Norton and his
wife Mary, widow of John Guy, John Elliott, Mary Dobbins of London,
widow, Gilbert Horton, clothmaker, James Taylor, citizen and
clothmaker and Ann his wife placing the messuage and 26 acres in
Hastingleigh in trust to Anne for life, with rents to James if he survived
her, then to children (Deeds E66/26/2/6 and 7). On 10 Feb. 1693/4, in a
marriage settlement, James Taylor had covenanted with Mary Dobbins,
widow of Thomas Dobbins and Anne Dobbins of London, spinster, to
lay out £300 on lands, Mary to pay £75 for Anne’s portion under her
father’s will, and Anne to have a third of James’s estate if she survives
him (Deeds E66/26/2/3A and B). Mary filed suit to ensure James’s
compliance 30 Mar. 1696 (Deeds E66/26/2/3C).
The Governors’ Minutes resume:
24 Aug. 1692

“Whereas this court did lately grant to Mr. Sherman a
lease of the farms of Hastingleigh and Aldelose in the
county of Kent for the term of twenty-one years from
Michaelmas 1689 for a fine of two hundred and sixty
pounds and the yearly rent of fifty pounds and ten
shillings, and he afterwards assigned the order or grant of
the said lease to one Sarah Ashdowne who paid the said
fine and since assigned her interest unto Sir William
Honywood Bart. but because Mr. Crux the late tenant
had suffered the housing to run out of repair he was
prosecuted at law on his covenant for repairs, and what
was to be recovered was to be allowed the said Sherman
or his assigns towards making good of the repairs, and
somewhat being obtained though not so much as the
costs thereof will come to, the Grand Committee thought
fit, and this Court doth allow, that the sum of thirty-five
pounds be paid to the said Sir William Honywood to
make good the said repairs, and this Court doth further
order that in consideration of the sum of two hundred
and five pounds more to be paid by the said Sir William
Honywood by way of fine, he shall have a lease made to
him of the said farms for the term of twenty-one years
from Michaelmas next at the yearly rent of thirty pounds
to be paid half yearly and with the usual covenants

except that with relation to bootes other than as to
repairs, in compensation whereof it is agreed that there
shall be a clause inserted in the said hereby granted lease
that he shall be allowed two acres of underwood per
annum to be assigned for so many years as in that
proportion shall be behind when our woods there
adjoining are felled from time to time to be disposed as
the tenant shall think fit, and that twenty tons of timber
shall be also allowed at the next fall of timber in the said
woods if so much have before been used in repairing the
housing on the said farms in the mean time, and that
forty shillings p.a. be allowed during the said term for
the tenants being Wood Reeve to take care of all our
woods there adjoining, and a Letter of Attorney inserted
for that purpose and for collecting and receiving the quit
rents and royalties of the said manors.”
The lease to Honywood is dated 12 Dec. 1692, (LMA
deeds E67/12/18).
It explicitly excluded the right to hold Courts, and to
timber. Fines of £260 and £205 were paid by Sherman
and Honywood respectively.
3 Oct. 1701

Underwood in Culverhill Wood and Richard and Bird’s
Wood (Combe) sold to John Kingsford of Canterbury.

9 Oct. 1702

“We have treated with Sir William Honywood Bart. our
tenant of the demesne lands of Hastingleigh etc. in Kent
in relation to the matters referred to us by the last
General Court (apparently not included in the Minutes)
and we have thereupon adjusted with him the account for
the two acres p.a. of underwood due to him by his lease
in lieu of all boots to Michaelmas 1702, and find that
there will be then due to the Hospital three perches
eleven roods, and as to the thirty seven young timber
trees felled by him anno 1700 in Becks als. Aldelose
Wood in Hastingleigh, it appeared to us that he felled the
same without any manner of order from this Hospital and
is thereby guilty of a very great waste and spoil and the
greater in that the trees were young and by his own
account all of them admeasure but to five tons or
thereabouts, and it appeareth to us that sir William
Honywood was by the contract made upon his taking the
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lease to be allowed twenty tons of rough timber for
repairs and he having had but ten tons before he
committed this waste, we are of opinion that unless he
consented to release the remainder of the said contract he
should be forthwith proceeded against at law for felling
the said trees.”
23 Nov. 1705

Underwood sold at Hastingleigh and Wye, to Sir William
Honywood viz. all underwood in Read Wood and Lynn
Wood at Hastingleigh at £9 per acre and in Haines
Wood, Hurst Wood and the oldest growth in Gillnash
Wood and those parts of Culverhill Wood now
commonly called Richmores Wood and Hares Spring in
Hastingleigh and Wye at £6.5.0 per acre.

16 Dec. 1709

Lease of Combe Grove and Fanscombe granted to
Thomas Swayne of Lyming, yeoman, Courts and timber
excepted. Property in the tenure of Thomas Combe as
undertenant to William Hamond Esq., whose lease is due
to expire Michaelmas 1710 at £50 p.a. Also 67 acres of
underwood; for 21 years from 1710 at £60 p.a. and £3 for
every acre of the downs ploughed up after the first 7
years, plus 6 gns. and £300 fine (LMA deed E67/18/10).

Tucked away among miscellaneous St. Thomas’s Hospital deeds
deposited in the London Metropolitan Archives, we were lucky enough
to find the report of Courts Barons held in Hastingleigh in 1710. These
appear on pages 110 and 111.

Upon a View at Hastingleigh in Kent & Holding a Court Baron there, the
th
6 of June 1710: by Mr. Treasurer Cole, Sir
Sir James Collett, Mr. Saml.
Lock, Mr. Tho. Styles & Mr. Richd. Mount
At this Court Baron all the Quit Rents due at Mich’as 1709: to the Manor of
Hastingleigh and Aldelose were Received, Except One Quit Rent of 7s.7d. Amd.
due for nine years at Mich’as last from George Scott Esq. which happens to be
unpaid by reason of his Estate is now upon Sale by virtue of an Act of Parliament.
But we taking notice that several of the Tenants besides their Quit Rents, are
obliged to an Annuall payment of Cocks and Hens, which for many years past
have been Received by our Under Tenant Sir Wm. Honywood, & who now again
insisted on the same. And upon considering the case, being clearly of opinion
that there is no reason for our Undertenant to Receive and benefit of the sd.
Cocks and Henns, we took the same at this Court for the use of the Hospital,
which at 8d apiece came to about four pounds, but at the Ernest Request of the
sd. Sir Wm. Honywood we have for this time allowed him 14: out of the same, he
promising for the time to come not to desire any part of the Cocks and Henns.
We observe that in the Wood fell’d by Sir Wm. Honywood this last Spring as sett
out by Mr. Mount for Sir William Two Acres of Land: are Severall Oaks, which are
Dead at Topp, and not likely to improve by Standing, and are of opinion the same
ought to be Cutt down & Sold for the benefit of the Hospital and have therefore
Desired Mr. Mount to give order for the cutting downe & selling thereof, and
likewise to Sell the Severall Oaks already fell’d in sd. wood by the direction of the
Committee and markd by the sd. Mr. Mount, the last fall.
Upon Sir Wm. Honywood’s Application for Rough Timber to Repaire the floors of
the Granary & Stables & the Roof of the Barne, we viewed the same, and are of
opinion that at Present, there is no occasion of Rough Timber for those purposes,
but we find, that the Tyling of the Granary and the Thatching of the Stable &
Barne are out of Repaire, and give notice to Sir Wm. to Gett the same forthwith
amended, and when the same is done, Notice given to the Governors & we think
it may be time enough to Consider what Rough Timber should be allowed to Sir
Wm.
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Upon a View & Holding a Court Baron at Combe in the County of Kent
th
the 9 June 1710:
All the Quitt Rents due to the Manor of Combe Grove & Fanscombe were
Received by Mich’as 1709: Exept, A Quitt Rent due from the (Hands?) of Richard
Thornhill Esq. at 5: p. Ann: which is about 70s year in Arrears. And another due
from Mr James Taylor at 10s 7½d p. Ann. for a Tenem & Lands called Little
Combe, about 34: yeare in arrears. And we have ordered the Steward to Call on
Mr Thonrhill & Mr Taylor about the sd. Arrears.
We observe that upon the Wast and in the Hedgerows are many Thriving Timber
Trees, and have therefore Desired Mr Mount to employ a proper person to Take
an Account of all the sd. Trees, and to Returne the same to the Hospital;
And whereas the last survey of the Demesne of the Manors of Combe Grove and
Fanscombe, the quantity of land appeared to be but 390as: 3r: 3p. and by the
Antient Survey it was 555as: 2r: 26 p. We therefore Examined and compared the
sd. Surveys and find that the Casting up of the Several parcels of Land in the
Last Survey the same is by mistake Short Cast 156ac: 2r: 35p. which being
added makes the quantity upon the Last Survey to be – 555 A: 2r: 26p – And we
are of opinion that this Mistake ought to be Rectified in the Last Survey at the
Grand Committee.
We find the like practice has been used in those Mannors as at Hastingleigh
about Cocks and Henns, but we have now received the same at 10d. p. hen, for
the use of the Hospital, and are of opinion The Hospital should take the same for
the time to come.
And we are of Opinion That Our Tennants at Combe & Hastingleigh should have
Rolls of the Quit Rents sent to them, and should annually Collect & Returne the
same to the Hospitall according to the Covenants in the Leases for that purpose.
All of which are submit
Thomas Cole Treas’r
Sam Lock

James Collett
Tho: Stiles

The Survey that was criticized evidently now is lost, and the “Antient
Survey” with which it was compared has to be that of Richard Brown in
1689. We infer from the report of the Court Baron that Richard Mount
was the Woodward at the time.
The Archives have a deed dated 2 Dec. 1709 in which Combe is leased
to Thomas Swain. The Minutes then resume:
20 Feb. 1711/12

Swaine to have timber allowed for repairs to barn and
house.
Swaine and others have also asked for
deputations to preserve the game “according to the late
Acts of Parliament” to prevent damage to their fences
etc. The parishioners of Crondall to have two oaks
towards the repair of the church steeple lately blown
down.

26 Feb. 1713/14

Lease of Hastingleigh granted to John Sankey, Jun., (late
held by Sir William Honywood, Bart.) with the
underwoods, for 21 years from Michaelmas 1713 at
£50p.a. and £200 fine. The Hospital to bear the charge
of a new brew-house and granary but the rest of the
buildings are to be taken in the condition they are left by
Sir William. There is a deed confirming same to John
Sankey Jr. of Chatham, dated 22 Sept. 1720.

In 1718 another survey of rentals in Hastingleigh and Aldelose was
completed. The parchment is badly worn, but provides some details of
renters and rents, including the cockerels and hens called for by the
Court Baron in 1710. There are later amendments concerning changes in
renters (Appendix 7). On 10 Mar. 1720 Combe was leased to Nicholas
Swain, and on 20 Sept. 1720, Hastingleigh (excepting Courts and timber)
was leased to John Sankey jun. of Hastingleigh, yeoman for 21 years
from 1713 for a fine of £200 and £50 p.a. (LMA deed E67/2/12).
Little Combe reappears in the records. On 20 Dec. 1719, Anne Taylor,
widow of James, and their only surviving child, Thomas Taylor, vintner
of Bury St. Edmunds, obtained a £200 mortgage from Richard West,
citizen and grocer of London, who in turn was bound to Thomas Orbell,
vintner of London, to whom Anne and Thomas owed the £200 (LMA
deed E66/26/2/9). Next, on 29 April 1720 Anne and Thomas, with the
consent of her spinster sisters Patience and Elizabeth Dobbins, sold the
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property to the Governors of St. Thomas’s Hospital for £200 (Deeds
E66/26/2/10 through 13, which also include Anne’s Abstract of title).
The sale was consummated on 10 May 1721. The Hospital Governors’
Minutes record:
“We have purchased of Mrs. Anne Taylor and her son Thomas Taylor a small
freehold farm of £10 p.a. now or late in possession of Wm. Smead lying at
Hastingleigh in Kent adjoining to our other estate there, in lease to Mr. Swaine,
for £200 which has been paid out of the money given to this Hospital by Mr.
John Rand’s will, and appointed by his will to be laid out in the purchase of
freehold lands.”

Their deed describes it as:
“A Messuage with Barns, Stables, Buildings, Backsides, Yards, Gardens,
Appurtences thereto belonging. And several pieces of land containing by
estimacon six and twenty acres … in the Occupacon of Simon Carden
afterwards of Stephen Philpott since that of John Gregory and now or late of
William Smead – Lett to Smead.”

The 70-acre Little Combe property also reappears in the deeds. On 28
July 1722, Clement Court of Maidstone, gent. only son and heir of
Clement Court of Willisborough, filed suit to ensure his title (LMA deeds
E66/26/2/14). He, along with Thomas Hasell of Maidstone, grocer, and
his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Clement Court, deceased, sold the
property to Robert Payne, clerk and rector of Saltwood, Kent (Deeds
E66/28/2/15 and 16), this being part of Robert’s settlement to his wife
Martha (Tournay), using part of her inheritance (Deeds E66/26/2/17
through 19). On 16 Oct. 1738, Robert Payne of Saltwood leased Little
Combe to Nicholas Swaine for 21 years at £21 p.a. (Deeds E66/26/2/20).
The Governors’ Minutes and the deeds resume:
24 July 1728

Purchase arranged of the estate of George Scott Esq.
being about £190 p.a. and lying near the Hospital’s estate
at Combe and Hastingleigh. The Grand Ctt. have come
to an arrangement with Scott; a good title is to be made.

10 Mar. 1729

Combe Grove and Fanscombe leased to Nicholas Swain,
Courts and timber excluded. Lease to Thomas Swain
expiring Michaelmas 1731. Term 21 yrs, £200 and £86

p.a. Ann Swain to occupy Smeads Farm at will (LMA
deed E67/23/12).
9 July 1729

Timber at Hastingleigh sold for £60.12.3 clear of all
charges.

14 July 1731

30 oaks to be felled at Hastingleigh.

9 Nov. 1733

John Sankey, the present tenant, to have a lease of
Hastingleigh Court lodge and Aldelose, comprising 345
acres of arable land, meadow and pasture and 33 acres of
woods, Courts and timber excepted, for 21 years from
Michaelmas 1734, when the present lease expires, at £60
p.a. and £250 fine (LMA deed E67/24/17).

7 July 1736

Nicholas Swaine, tenant at Combe Grove, allowed a year
and a quarter’s rent (£107.10.0) towards rebuilding and
repairs after the “extraordinary tempest” in January
1734.

After 1750, record keeping becomes more sporadic. There no longer are
regular reports in the Minutes. Rather, the reporting appears in the
Surveyor’s Estate Reports.
The Surveyor not only acted as the
Hospital’s representative in disputes over rents, repairs and so on, but
was adviser to both sides. He was responsible for managing the
woodlands, used his wide knowledge of farming to suggest
improvements to the tenants, and on occasion acted as their champion
when the Hospital wanted to raise rents and he knew there had been a
bad harvest or some other misfortune. The first series of reports covers
the years 1750-1762.
1-6 June 1750

“Pursuant to the Order of the Grand Committee of the
first of June inst. the Receiver with a proper Workman
appointed by Mr Treasurer sett out on the 4th following
to view the Hospital Farmes at Hastingleigh near Wye in
Kent, and on the 5 th they with the Hospital Woodreve
went over the Farme held by Mr Swaine and examined
the same by the Mapp and found it to consist of about
197 acres of Arable 176 acres of Pasture 100 acres in the
Downs 67 acres of Woodland and 9 acres of Shaws. A
great parte of this farme appears to be very poor land
from the thin crops of corn and the quantity of weeds
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among it the Tenant being allow’d to be an industrious
good Husbandman.
In going over the Farme they took a survey of the Woods
as well as the Season of the year would admit of, but
took a particular view of that part which the Tenant had
lately felled and found that he had left as many Storers
Wavers and Saplings as could conveniently be left
standing, but as to Tillers or young trees for timber the
custom is to leave none but Oak, for that Ash and Beech
hinder the Growth of the Underwood, for which reason it
was recommended to this Tent to plant Ash in the
Hedgerows and the rather because the soil seems not
very favorable to the growth of Oak there being but few
thriving ones in all the Woods and these are chiefly in
the small Wood of 3 acres called Haynes Wood … in the
other woods there are a great many small oaks and some
Ash. The Tenant complained of considerable Damage
being done to the Underwood by 12 Beech Trees being
suffered to stand in three of the woods and prays the
Governors that they will give orders for the taking of
them down or permit him to do it.
They next examined the Condition of the dwelling house
and outhouses Barnes Stables Cowhouse&c. The tyling
of the Dwelling House is in as good a condition as can be
expected at the end of a lease. In a chamber upon one
pair of Stairs the Chimney Jamb has given way and must
be repair’d. The chambers floors and stairs wand
mending and some other parts of the house command
repair.
There are two very good Barnes, one on the north side of
the yard which wants some Thatching, the other on the
south side in good condition. The Stables Cowhouse and
Cart Lodges want some Repair – An Estimate of the
Repairs that are necessary to be done on renewing the
Lease is sett forth in a particular thereof hereunto
annexed.

The above Farm is now lett at £86 in clear Rent and a
Fine of £200 for 21 years from Mich’s 1731
21
1752
On the 6th following they went over Mr Sankey’s Farme
and took a particular Acc’t of the several pieces of land.
This Farme consists of about 186 Acres of Arable 116
acres of Pasture 55 acres in the Downs and 33 acres of
Woodland. The land of this Farme appears to be in
general more kindly than that of Mr Swaine. Has very
good crops on it and the upper part of the Downs is
excellent Pasture … in going over these Downs they took
notice to the Tenant that the Hedge between these and
the adjoining Downs which belong to the Tenant as his
freehold was very much neglected.
In surveying the Woods they observ’d that the Tenant
had fell’d three Beech Pollard Trees without assignment
from the Hospital. There are in these woods a great
many young oak trees and some Ash – there are in one of
the Woods called Hurst Wood some pretty good Oak
Trees which will serve for repairs and one fine thriving
Oak in Linwood but none that will turn to any Account
for Sale at present. There are likewise some thriving
Elm in the Hedgerows and particularly on the North side
of the Farme Yard – it is the Custom in felling these
Woods as was observ’d in Mr Swain’s, to leave none but
Oak Tillers for Timber trees for the sake of preserving
the Underwood.
They next took a particular Account of the Condition of
the Dwelling House Out houses Barns and Stables … the
Tyling of the dwelling House lyes very well excepting at
the West End over the Dairy & Scullery where the
Rafters have Given way … the Chamber floors and
Garrets want some small repairs – the two Barnes in the
Farme Yard and the Barne near the Downes the Well
house Stables and Cowhouse want some weather
boarding & thatching and some of the paleing and
fencing is out of repair All which the Tenant promises to
put into good repair forthwith … having begun the
Thatching and the Carpenter was preparing the Timber
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which was lately assign’d the Tenant by Mr Treasurer’s
Orders.
This farm is now Lett at £60 clear Rent and £250 Fine
for 21 yrs from Mich’s 1734
21
1755”
(LMA: H1/ST/E56/1/2)

The Minutes add:
17 July 1751

Swaine to have a further lease of Combe Farm for 21
years from Michaelmas 1752 at £86 p.a. and £200 fine.

25 July 1753

John Sankey to have a new lease of Hastingleigh farm
for 21 years from Michaelmas 1755 at £60 p.a. and £250
fine.

We then find
22 & 23 May 1761

By order of the Treasurer I went to view the Farms at
Hastingleigh…
I met the woodreve at Mr Swaines Farm “…wee with the
Tenant Went over Pretty near all the Land and The
Greatist Part is poor also went through The Woods and
Round them as far as Possible wee Could. The Oak is
Very small as 2 Feet to 9 or 10. the Tops dead.” The
buildings were in ‘pretty good repair’ but some repairs
were ordered. “…the Timber that Has been Assigned I
Believe is made Propper Use of. Butt there is a good
deale more Fencing to be done.”
“Wee went over Mr Sankeys Farm” … surveyed the
woods and buildings, and recommended culling the
woods and completing building repairs … “the gates in
general bad, Railers and Pailes very bad, there appears to
be but little done for many years … weather boarding old
and bad” … etc (LMA: H1/ST/E56/1/4)

The detailed management of the Hastingleigh woodlands is revealed by
the following accounts, covering the period May 10, 1759 to Mar. 9,
1762 (LMA: H1/ST/E56/1/9):
“The Account of timber Cutdown on the Hospital Land for Repears.
10 May 1759

Measure’d Mr Sankeys timber Containing one Tun and
15 foot of oak Marked out timber for Mr Swans Repears
ten oak trees in hains
Three maiden ashes for boards 4 Polards for boards …

5 July 1759

Measure’d Mr Swains timber Containing one Tun 39
foot of oak
Three maiden ashes 30 foot 4 Polards ~3 foot …

15 Nov. 1759

Marked out in brock hole 11 oaks for Storeres
In the Shaw Joyning to uper Down 10 oaks
on Stapleleese marked out 34 oaks

5 Dec. 1759

Marked out on Stapeleese 41 oaks
In Towns Wood … 3 oaks

5 May 1760

Marked out in hains … 9 oaks

8 Nov. 1760

Marked out in the Clo Wood in hains 16 oaks

1 Dec. 1760

Marked out in Hardy Spring 17 oaks

11 Dec. 1760

Marked out in horse wood ~7 oaks

1 Jan. 1761

Marked out between barnedane and Cransdane 30 Elms
Marked out in Crowhill Shawe 5 oaks
Marked out in Lambers Leese 6 ashes

11 May 1761

Measure’d Mr Swain’s oak timber Containing ~5 foot

5 June 1761

Measure’d Mr Sainkey’s oak timber Containing ~5 foot

8 Nov. 1761

Marked out in gillnash Wood 93 Oaks

8 Dec. 1761

Marked out timber for Mr Swains barns Flower
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9 Dec. 1761

Marked out 8 ashes at the bottom of aldelows Downs for
Storeres

11 Feb. 1763

Measure’d Mr Swain’s oak timber Containing 90 foot
Marked Mr Sainkey’s oak timber for the barns flower

Feb. 15 1763

Measure’d Mr Sainkey’s oak timber Containing 63 foot

9 March 1763

Measure’d Mr Sainkey’s Elm timber for Rafter
Containing 9 foot
one Elm blown down by the Wind Containing 35 foot”

These records are complemented by a number of deeds:
6 May 1770

Lease of Hastingleigh with Aldelose to Thomas Kidder.

4 Dec. 1770

Lease of Combe Grove and Fanscombe plus Smeeds
farm, to Thomas
Swain 21 yrs at £120 p.a. (LMA deed dated 4 Nov.
1772: E67/35/20).

6 May 1776

Lease of Hastingleigh Court Lodge, Aldelose and
Woodland to Thomas
Kidder: 345 acres plus 33 a. woods, Courts and timber
excepted. 21 yrs at
£100 p.a. (E67/36/9).

1 Aug. 1794

Twenty-one year lease of Combe Grove and Smeeds
Farm to Sir John
Honywood, retaining to the Trustees of St. Thomas's all
Courts Leet,
Courts Baron, Views of Frankpledge, Quit-rents etc.

4 May 1798

Thomas Kidder's lease of Hastingleigh and Aldelose
renewed for 21 yrs at
£130 p.e. (E67/40/1).

21 Aug. 1799

Lease of Combe Grove, Fanscombe and Smeads farm,
late occ. by Thos.
Swaine, to Sir John Honywood, Bart., of Evington.
Courts, mines, timber
excepted. 21 yrs at £150 p.a. (E67/40/25).

After these reports and deeds, there is a gap in the Surveyor’s Reports.
We resume the story in Chapter 6.

Figure 4.4.
Ightham Mote.
Seat of the lords of Hastingleigh
from 1365 to 1521.

5

THE CHURCH AND
THE GLEBE

Apart from the manor farms, the other major institution in Hastingleigh
for much of its history was the Church, located adjacent to the manor
house at Court Lodge. Much of what we know about the Church of St.
Mary the Virgin was gathered by Mary W. Harwood in her little book
Kentish Village. Hastingleigh (Printed for the Parochial Church Council
at Canterbury by Cross & Jackman, 1952), and we rely on that book and
such supplementary materials as we have been able to glean in this
chapter.
No church is mentioned in Hastingleigh per se in the Domesday Book,
although one is recorded in Fane; Brendan Hough speculates that this
was the church in Crundale. A Hastingleigh church does appear in the
list of Saxon churches in the “Domesday of the Monks of Canterbury,”
the Domesday Monachorum, c.1100, however: “De Hastingelege xii
denarios” (Folio lr & v: 78). These 12 denarios were the custom due
from the priest and church to the archbishop at Easter.
No Saxon elements are present in the current structure. The Tower is
Early English, there are both Norman and Early English buttresses, a
Norman Nave and an Early English Chancel. South windows honour the
Poynings, long patrons of the church, and St. Thomas’s Hospital, and
there are memorial windows in the Chancel to members of the Sankey
family.
The only Brass in the floor is to Johannes Halke (Hawke), who died 28
May 1604, and his wife Amia, who died 16 Feb.1596. Johannes (John)
was 83 when he died, and Amia was 70. The Brass says they were
survived by three sons and one daughter. The Halkes preceded the
Sankeys as the tenants of South Hill. John Halke had been a
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Figure 5.1. Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Hastingleigh, from a water color
painting by Henry Petrie (1762-1842), who was the son of a dancing master
and intended to follow in the same profession. However he became an
antiquarian and in 1819 was appointed Keeper of the Records at the Tower of
London. In 1800 he made a survey of southern English churches for which
he produced drawings in pencil and watercolor. The original paintings for
Kent may now be in Australia.
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Figure 5.2 Arthur Marsh’s sketch provides
another view of the church. This and other
sketches that appear in this book are used
with Mr Marsh’s gracious permission.

churchwarden of St. Mary’s with Christopher Belling of Kingsmill Down
in 1552. Members of the family also were patrons of the church at
Bircholt – in 1567 Richard Hauke “of Wye” and in 1617 William Halk
“of Bircholt, gent.”

The Patrons and The Priests
The first records we have of the advowson of the church in Hastingleigh
come from the Kent Feet of Fines in 1249 and 1270 (Archaeologia
Cantiana V: 233, 387):
8 July 1249. Bartram de Crioll obtained of Richard le Hacun and his wife
Dionisia 2 ½ acres of land in Hastingole and the advowson of the church of the
same vill, paying 40 marks, plus “yearly at Michaelmas, 1 lb of cummin.”

Figure 5.4 Roz Bacon’s booklet
on St. Mary’s Church provides
views of the interior.

8 July 1270. Edmund de Criel, Alured and Ralph his brothers sued Bertram de
Criel concerning “the reasonable part which fell to them of the inheritance of
John de Criel, their father, whose heirs they are in Wy, Crundale, Waltham,
Elmestede, Hastyngleye, Boton, Chalvelock and Estwell.”

Richard held the manor of Hastingleigh of the Earls of Leicester by
virtue of his wife, and we suspect that she was a de Turville descendant,
leading to the inference that in the preceding two centuries it was the de
Turvilles who held the advowson.
The Patrons who subsequently held the advowson, and the Priests they
presented with their livings, appear in a list compiled by Mary Harwood
through 1950:
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Date
1293
1308
1310
1361
1375
1411
1456
1458

Incumbent
“Sir Bartholomew”
Thomas de Alkham
Rogerus de Ffoderyngheye
William de Otyng
William atte Welle
Richard Parys
Robert Bokeland
Will Goold
Will Nightingale

1480
1490
1491
1528

Will Attewode
John Gybbys
Thomas Hooker
Christopher Harryson

1529
1539
1557
1564
1570
1586
1601
1647
1686
1694
1733
1734
1779
1795

Thomas Saunderson
Anthony Holmes
Robert Carrier
John Armetridinge
William Wood
Henry Waylande
John Taylor (also Vicar of Elmsted)
Henry Pibus
Thomas Camell
John Smythe (also Vicar of Chart Sutton)
Robert Cumberland
John Conant (also of Elmsted)
Nicholas Simons (also of Elmsted)
William Welfitt (also Vicar of Elmsted & of
Ticehurst, Sussex)
Gostwyck Prideaux (in 1839 presided over
unification of parishes of Hastingleigh and
Elmsted into a twin living)
Anthony Collett
Frances Charles Timins
Thomas Leonard
Thorold Hill
Charles William
Beresford Cobbe
Horace Hammond
Royston Whalley Cole
Reuben Coverdale
Arthur John Stevens
Raymond John Walter Hill
John Newbery Wells

1833

1880
1896
1904
1917
1921
1930
1932
1944
1947
1950

Patron
–
–
Ricardus de Rokesle, Militis
–
Michael de Ponynges, Knt.
THE KING (Edward III)
Robert Lord de Ponynges
Robert Ponynges
Henry Percy, Duke of
Northumberland and Lord of
Ponynges.
Edward Ponynges
Edward Ponynges, Militis
Edward Ponynges, Militis
Henry, Earl of Northumberland
and Lord of Ponynges, Fitzpaine
and Brian.
As for Harryson
Robert White, Esq.
Archbishop Pole
Archbishop Parker
Archbishop Parker
Archbishop Whitgift
Archbishop Whitgift
THE KING (Charles I)
Archbishop Sancroft
Archbishop Tillotson
Archbishop Wake
Archbishop Wake
Archbishop Cornwallis
Archbishop Moore
Archbishop Howley

Archbishop Tait
Archbishop Tait
Archbishop Davidson
Archbishop Davidson
Archbishop Davidson
Archbishop Lang
Archbishop Lang
Archbishop Temple
Archbishop Fisher

After 1950, Hastingleigh and Elmsted were incorporated into a larger
benefice with a Priest-in-Charge (list from Elmsted web site):
1950
1953
1955
1962
1967
1971
1974
1977
1978
1984
1990
1995
1996

Gilbert Angus Finch
John Victor Strangeways
Albert Edward Prior
Gilbert Angus Finch
Peter Ford
D.F. Tizzard
Gilbert Angus Finch
W.H.J. Burt
Douglas Walker
John Hewes
Richard Bateman [Paul Cox, Assistant Priest]
Paul Cox
Richard Bateman

In 2001 John Richardson became Vicar of Wye, newly combined with
Brook and Hastingleigh.

Figure 5.3.

Interior of the church.
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Little is known about the church during first 250 years following the
Conquest. The first incumbent’s name to be found appears in a thirteenth
century Visitation Roll:
“Friday after the Feast of St. Martin in the year 1293 an enquiry was held as to
the absence from their Church by the following incumbents: Master Pater, rector
of Kenardintone, Sir Bartholomew, rector of Hastingleigh, Sir Thomas, vicar
of Newentone, next Folkestone and several parochial chaplains.” [The title
“Master” means one who held the degree of Master in one of the Universities
and “Sir” corresponds to “The Reverend” of to-day].

After Richard and Dionisia le Hakun and Bertram de Criol, the
advowson next was held by Sir Richard Rokesley, the second son of
Gregory de Rokesley, a native of Rokesley (Ruxley) in Kent, Lord
Mayor of London, chief director of the Royal Mint, the richest goldsmith
of his time, and an influential wool merchant. Richard undoubtedly
received the advowson as a result of his marriage to Joan, the daughter of
Bertram and his wife Eleanor d’Avranches. Bertram (who died in 1295)
was seated in Ashenfield, the manor located adjacent to Hastingleigh.
He was the son of John de Criol (friend of the de Clares) and Matilda de
Estwell, and he was Sheriff of Kent in 1250. Richard de Rokesley was
Seneschal and Governor of Poitiers and Montreuil. At the presentation of
Roger de Ffoderyngheye to the incumbency of Hastingleigh in 1310,
Richard and Wares de Valoyns both claimed the right to present and as
the matter was not settled within the appointed six months, Archbishop
Winchelsey had to make the presentation.
There is a 10 Edward II (1317) Harleiean document that provides details
of the estates held by Richard and Joan at their deaths. These were
divided among their two daughters and heirs, Joan and Agnes:
RICHARD DE ROKESLE and JOAN DE ROKESLE, sometime his wife.
Indenture of partition of lands &c., knights’ fees, and advowsons of churches,
which were of the said Richard and Joan, deceased, made in the king’s
chancery with the consent of Walter de Pateshill and Joan his wife,
elder daughter and heir of the said Richard and Joan, and Thomas de
Ponyngg’ and Agnes his wife, younger daughter and heir of the same:
pourparty assigned to the said Thomas and Agnes, 20 July, 17 Edward
II, and enrolled in the roll of fines (defaced).

KENT. Terlingham manor. The hall, chapel, lands &c. (extent given with field
names and names of tenants) including a moiety of the wood of
Reyndon, 14l. 13s. 11 ¾d. rents, saving a moiety of the rents in
Schaddred, and rents in Alkham.
Hastingleye. The advowson of the church, with the glebe &c.
Westwode. The manor, with the advowson of the free chapel there.
Canterbury City. A messuage &c.

The advowson of Hastingleigh, with the glebe, passed to Thomas de
Poyning and his wife Agnes de Rokesle. It was held from the King as the
tenant-in-chief.
The next to hold the advowson was Michael de Poynings, third Baron de
Poynings, the son of Thomas and Agnes. Michael was summoned to
Parliament in 1342. He and his wife Joan were co-founders of Poynings
Church in Sussex, in the village from which the family took its name.
His Ipm is dated 43 Edward III (1369-70):
MICHAEL DE PONYNGES, or PONYNGGES, knight.
Writ, 8 March, 43 Edward III.
KENT. Inq. (indented) taken at Osprenge. 27 March. 43 Edward III.
Terlyngham. The manor (extent given).
Folkston. A moiety of the hundred.
Hastynglegh. The advowson of the church.
All held of the king in chief by knight’s service, as of his castle of
Dover, and by service of maintaining and repairing a moiety of a chapel
and of a hall in the said castle whenever necessary, and by service of
rendering to the king 2s. 6d. at the end of every 28 weeks for great
ward of the castle and 15d. at the end of every 28 weeks for little ward
of the castle and 10s. yearly for sheriff’s aid for farm of the moiety of
Folkston hundred. The extent of Terlyngham includes a several pasture
called ‘Northcroft.’

Michael de Poynings was succeeded by his son Thomas, born in 1349
and died in 1374. After Michael’s death the advowson was held for a
time by King Edward III. In 1375 the King presented Richard Parys for
the living “by reason of the custody of the lands and heir of Thomas
Poynings being in the King’s hands.” A writ dated 49 Edward III spelled
out Thomas’s estates:
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THOMAS SON OF MICHEL DE PONYNGGES, knight.
Writ, 10 July, 49 Edward III.
KENT. Inq. taken at Osprenge, Saturday after St. Bartholomew, 49 Edward III.
Terlyngham and Newenton Bertram. The manors (extents given), with
the advowson of the church of Hastynglegh and a moiety of the
hundred of Fulkstane, except a moiety of a windmill, of a farm of 7
quarters 4 bushels of palm-barley, and of rents of 32l. 19s. 11¾d. 88
hens and 300 eggs in the manor of Therlyngham, and a moiety of rents
of 14l. 16s. 8¾d., 60 hens and 300 eggs in Newenton Bertram, which
windmill, farm and rents are of gavelkind tenure and so were divided
between him and Richard de Ponynges, his brother, who survives, after
the death of Michael de Ponynges, their father. The entire manors are
held of the king by service of maintaining a moiety of a chapel and hall
in Dover castle whenever they need repair, rendering to the king 2s. 6d.
at the end of every 27 weeks for great ward of the said castle, and 15d.
at the end of every 28 weeks for little ward of the same, and 10s. for
sheriff’s aid for farm of the moiety of the hundred of Falkstane. The
extent of the manor of Therlyngham includes a several pasture called
‘Northcroft.’ The pleas &c. of the court of Therlyngham and the
moiety of the hundred of Falkstane are worth 20s. yearly. Part of the
aforesaid moiety of the rent of 14l. 16s. 8¾d. in Newenton Bertram is
payable by tenants in Donemersh and Newenton.

The inheritance passed to Thomas’s brother Richard Poynings and
thence to Robert Dominus de Poynings (Robert Lord Poynings), his son.
Richard’s wife Isabel was daughter of Sir Robert de Gray, Baron
Fitzpaine, and Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Guy Bryan. The Fitzpaine and
Bryan Arms are quartered with those of Poynings in the glass at St.
Mary’s.
Robert Dominus de Poynings had twin sons, Robert and Edward, before
he fell at the battle of Orleans in 1446. Robert Jr. inherited the
advowson. Edward became Parish Priest of North Cray in Kent and,
later, Master of the College of Priests at Arundel. The 1450 Survey of
the Manor of Wye tells us that the Lord de Ponyng held 6 acres of
meadow called Potberiacre in Brook, held from him in dominico by
William Serlys, in socage.
Robert Jr. and his wife Elizabeth Paston had three sons of whom the
eldest, Richard, married Alianore, the widow of the Earl of Maltravers

and Arundel, but he died within his father’s lifetime. Alianore, his
daughter, married Sir Henry Percy, the third Earl of Northumberland,
and the barony of Poynings became one of the honours of the Earls and
Dukes of Northumberland.
In 1458 Sir Henry presented Will
Nightingale to the living, but the advowson subsequently passed to Sir
Edward Poynings, a younger son of Robert and Elizabeth Paston of
whom we learned much in Chapter 3. The church did not fare well
during his patronage. In 1502, the Archdeacon of Canterbury made a
Visitation to Hastingleigh and reported that the churchwardens were
William Cokke junior and Christopher Fordrede. He left behind
instructions for repairs (Archaeologica Cantiana XLVII: 13-54):
“They lack the books of the new feasts; the breviary is illegible in divers parts.
The defects are to be remedied before the feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary next
following, under pain of 10s.
Also the nave of the church requires re-shingling; it must be done before the
feast of the nativity of the B.V.M. next following, under pain of 20s.”

On Edward Poynings’ death, the advowson returned to the Earls of
Northumberland, who presented Thomas Saunderson as Rector in 1529.
Ten years later, on 4 April 1539 Thomas “Rector of Haystyngleigh”
wrote a letter to Dr. Bellis is asking him to help him and his parish “to
one bible in English that may sufficiently excuse us of the least price for
we have but one that can read it, and but 16 householders and not four
good ‘plevise’ (ploughs) of them all, and not able to pay 5s. amongst
them all, and my portion is so small, I am not able to pay more.” He
added that “the repairs to his house have been great, and the chancel sore
in decay, and he had no dilapidations from his predecessor. Some years
the benefice is little over £9.” (Letters and Papers of Henry VIII, Vol.
XV) This letter evidently was written after Thomas Cromwell, vicargeneral to Henry VIII and vice-regent in all religious matters, in 1536
ordered every parson to cause a Bible to be set up in his church. The
order was repeated two years later, and in 1541 the King ordered a copy
to be set up in all parish churches under penalty of forty shillings a
month until it was done.
The advowson next passed briefly to one Robert White Esq. son of Sir
Henry White Esq. This is the Robert White who married Catherine, one
of the daughters of Sir John Baker of Sissinghurst. Another of Sir John’s
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daughters married Sir Reginald Scott of Smeeds Hall, Brabourne and
Brabourne Combe. Robert was mentioned in the will of Sir John Baker,
proved 1550, and his father, Sir Henry White, appears to have been Sir
John’s successor as Recorder of London. Sir John Baker resigned from
the Recordership in 1536. Sir John Baker of Sissinghurst Castle bought
the Hastingleigh advowson from the heirs of “one White,” but apparently
made no presentation to the living and by Deed of Conveyance passed
the advowson to Henry VIII on December 8th, 1546. In the first year of
his reign, Edward VI conveyed the advowson and two acres of land in
Hastingleigh to Archbishop Cranmer of Canterbury. From that time,
Archbishops of Canterbury have held the advowson or right to present.

Church Property and Church People
Harwood recites events in the history of the church once it passed to the
control of the Archbishops of Canterbury. Her account is the principal
source in what follows, although other materials are drawn from Arthur
Hussey’s 1907 Testamenta Cantiana (TC) and from the Archdeacons’
and Bishops’ transcripts.
In 1499 Alice Brooke of Elham made a dedication of 12d to the
“reparation of the Altar of St. Stephen” (TC: 153). Richard Fordrede was
buried in the churchyard in 1501 (TC: 152), and in 1502 William Rolf
gave half a quarter of malt to dedicate the Light of St. Stephen (TC: 153).
At the Visitation of the Archdeacon (Sir Thomas Hooke, Rector of the
Priory of St. Gregory’s, Canterbury) in 1503 it was noted as follows:
“Wardens, William Cokke junior, Chris Fordrede; Parochiani, William
Amount. They lack the books of the new feasts; the breviary
[portiforium], is illegible (obscurum), in divers parts. The defects are to
be remedied before the feast of the Annunciation of the BVM next
following, under pain of 10s. Also the nave of the church requires reshingling; it must be done before the feast of the nativity of the BVM
(Sep 8) next following, under pain of 20s.” (Archaeologia Cantiana
XLVII: 50). But in 1511 Archbishop Warham’s Visitation noted
“Ompertum est omnia esse bene.” (Kentish Visitations of Archbishop: p.
139). When William Daly was buried in the churchyard in 1516,
dedications were made to Light of Holy Cross 2d, Light of Our Blessed
Lady 2d, Light of St Anthony 2d, Light of St George 2d, Lights of St

John and St Anthony 20s, Light of St Katherine 2d, Light of St Stephen
2d (TC: 152-3). In 1528, when Alice Fordred was buried in the
churchyard next to John Fordred her son she instructed “That the best
sheep I have be had and led before my body to the Church and there be
delivered to the use of Richard Usbarne.” Her dedication was for the
making of a stone cross called a Palm Cross with a picture of the Passion
of Christ of copper and gilt in the same churchyard to be set upon the
head of the burial of my husband and children there 40s (TC: 152-3). In
1530, Thomas Rogers, rector of Stowting made a dedication for the
gilding of Jesus, 20d (TC: 153).

Figure 5.5. More sketches
of the church’s interior
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In 1552 an inventory was made of the “church goods” at Hastingleigh,
revealing that the parish was quite poor:
“Augustine Rennytt, Curate, Christopher Bellyng, John Hawke, Churchwardens.
Imprimis three bells in the steple.
Item one cope of greene sylke with flours of goulde.
Itme one oulde whyte vestment
Item two laten candlestyks.
Item one alter cloth.”
(Archaeologia Cantiana IX, p. 268).

In 1557, at Archdeacon Harpsfield’s Visitation, he sought to correct
evident problems: The Church officials were:
Rector Dominus
Reuerendissimi Domini
Iconomi
Parochiani

Robertus Caryer ex patronatu
Archiepiscopi et valet xij libri per annum
John Pilcher
John Hawk
Christoferus Bellinge

The Archdeacon stated:
“Firste it ys commanded to provid curtaines of silk for the high altar and cover
for the holes (oils) of crismatory and lock and key for the fount at the said
Michaelmas. To repair the channcell in all thinges needful at the sayd St.
Michaelle and the mansyon house. To provid a lampe and a cloth for the deske
at the sayd St. Michaelle. To provide a mattocke at the said St. Michaelle.
Memorandum ys ordered that so many wekes and monthes as the cure ys
unservyed the pristus (priest’s) wages to be converted to the use of the churche
and in the meantime the parishioners to go to church sume to Elmested and
sume to Braborn.”

Robert Carrier, rector at the time of this Visitation, had been vicar of
Brabourne from 28th October 1555, and was presented to this benefice
on 18th June, 1557. In 1561, he was still Rector of Hastingleigh when
the following report was given:
“It is presented that their parson is not resident nor keepeth no hospitality.
Also that he is parson of Brabourne and Bircholt.
That they have had no sermon for ten years.

And also that their parson doth not exhort his parishioners to beware of the
threatenings of God.
And also that Samson Hepps and his wife do not agree.”

The Churchwardens also were the Oversees of the Poor, and there was
continuing concern for the poverty of the community. In 1617, they
petitioned the Quarter Sessions seeking relief from payment of gaol and
maimed soldiers money “since there are only 13 households, 5 being
poor widows and only 8 paying to the poor rates” (West Kent Quarter
Sessions Papers, ref. QM/SB/1270). At both Midsummer 1664 and
Epiphany 1664/5, the East Kent Order Books (Q/SO/EI/f.89 and f.96)
record:
“The churchwardens and overseers of the poor of Hastingleigh have petitioned
this court that a certain cottage by them lately erected at a place adjoining
Evington Leeze, within the said parish, of the habitation of some of the poor,
may be continued by order of the court as there are not enough houses for the
poor to inhabit. Ordered that the cottage shall continue for the poor of the parish
from time to time to dwell in as the churchwardens and overseers shall direct…”

And from the Archbishop’s transcripts: “Leonard Grimston an old man
and an ancient inhabitant of the parish of Hastingleigh was buried upon
January ye 23rd 1670.” The Compton Census (p. 222) reported that in
1676 Hastingleigh had 46 Conformists, nil Papists and 2 NonConformists.
Evington Leeze was owned by the manor of Barton alias Longport. The
Centre for Kentish Studies (U239 M2) gives the ‘Tenants of Evington
Leeze, in the Manor of Barton’ in 1682 as:
William Honywood
James Wood
Thomas Crux
John Philpot (jun)
James Wood
John Amis
Thomas Morton
Simon Ottaway
Richard Dolley

£1 0s 3d
2s 2½d
6½d
4d
4½d
4½d
6d
5d
6½d

From a Honywood will, Simon Ottaway was involved with the
Honywood household.

After 1553: St. Thomas’s Hospital 135

The Archdeacon’s Visitations reveal improvements to the parish and the
church by the end of the seventeenth century. In 1706, when John
Smythe, a Master of Arts and Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, was
the rector, the parish seemed to have revived:
“The presentments of the Churchwarden of Hastingleigh in the County of Kent
and Archdeaconry of Canterbury, to the priest in charge at Easter, 1705, as
followeth:
Our church is in good repaire and Churchyard well fenced and the parsonage
house is also in good repair.
Our Minister (Lawrence Wright, ‘curat’; the Rector was evidently resident at
Chart Sutton) dischargeth his duty in all ‘ways?’ whatsoever.
Our people are conformable to the ‘discipline’? of the Church of England in
frequenting the churche, and receiving the Sacrament as by law they
are required.
To all other matters contrary to her (Queen Anne) Masjestie’s laws … nothing
presentable.
Witness my hand 31 day of May, 1706.
Tho. Pilcher, Churchwarden.”
(Copied from transcript at Canterbury, writing indistinct).

In 1700, it was reported, perhaps with pride, that
“The Pavement of the Chancel that was presented as d’fectiv at the last
Visitation is now decently repaired and amended likewise the Churchyard
Fence.”

In 1714, on October 11th, we have this:
“We the Minister and Churchwarden of Hastingleigh do hereby certify to the
Reverend Dr. Green, Archdeacon of Canterbury, that the walls of ye Parish
Church have been witened and some sentences of Scripturewrote upon them
according to the order of the Reverend, but the crackt bell is not yet new cast,
for which we and the Parishioners, do pray some longer time.”
Ri. Forster, Min.
The mark of Stephen thorp x.

Richard Forster who signed the registers as “Curate” also was Rector of
Crundale from 1698-1729. John Smythe, the rector of Hastingleigh, died
in December, 1732.

Under 1741, Aug. 11 th, we read:
“Ordered – the tiles of the south side of the Chancel roof to be replacd – a new
surplice commandments to be refreshed. Kneeling benches covered with cloth
for the communicants.” James Croft, Archdeacon.

The Churchwardens make careful note of the costs of the Archdeacons’s
Visitations as well as of the Rogationtide Perambulation:
£
1767 –– Paul Pilcher, Churchwarden. Spent at the Visitation ….…….
1772 –– Thomas Swaine, Churchwarden. Expences at both Visitations
1771 –– Spent a going ye Perambulation ……………..……………….
1779 –– Spent going ye Bounds of ye Parish ………….………………

3
1
1

s.
5
5
11
1
4

d.
0
0
0
0
5½

Archdeacons’, Consistory (Bishop’s) and Archbishops’ Courts were held
and the churchwardens in their presentments brought to notice such
neglect as failure to pay tithe, unseemly conduct, or disobedience to local
law. These presentments were stated on oath.
We learn:
1767 –– June 12th. For the Bills of Presentments and putting in Court
1774 –– Ye Apparitor General’s Bill ……………………………..…

s.
6
1

d.
0
0

s.

d.
6
6
0
6
6
10

Cleaning materials, laundry and labour and small repairs are all
accounted for in the churchwarden’s accounts.
1770 –– Mending ye church gate ….
1772 –– Dame Hayward for cleaning ye church ……………………………
1775 –– Washing ye surpliss twises (twice) …
1784 –– Mending the church winder (window) …
1786 –– For a little tiling on ye church ..
1792 –– For half a day’s work …

1
5

Charity was recorded:
1800 –– A seaman in distress …
1802 –– Gave to some Saylors with a Pass
1807 –– Seamen and Travellers

1
2
2

0
6
6
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The accounts also include miscellaneous entries for road repairs (the
Vestry elected the Waywardens), and for supplies for church ceremonies
(bread, wine, etc.).
These entries reveal the many other local responsibilities that appear to
have devolved to the Churchwardens. In 1523, an Act had been passed
by Parliament ordering the destruction of vermin. These consisted of
hedgehogs, foxes, birds such as crows and sparrows and even eggs from
their nests. All had to be shown to the Churchwardens who then made
payment for them:
1767 – July 12 th
1769 – June 24th

Paid for a fox head ……
Paid for two foxes …….

s.
1
2

d.
0
0

The landholders who attended the Court Baron also were the parish
electors. Vestries would be held to nominate the persons to conduct the
Rogationtide Perambulation, by which there would be a “beating of the
bounds” to confirm and preserve parish and property boundaries.
Rogation is the three days preceding Ascension, which occurs 40 days
after Easter. The Perambulations continued until the 1980s.
Later in the nineteenth century, the Vestries convened at the Bowl Inn, as
did the Rat and Sparrow Club, and the Rogantiontide candidates were
confirmed at the Quarter Sessions that replaced the Courts Leet. Other
parish officers nominated by the Vestry were the Waywardens,
Guardians, Overseers, Constables, Woodward, as well as the
Churchwardens themselves.
The Land Tax Returns for the parish of Hastingleigh, which have been
preserved for the years 1780-1831, also provide information about those
resident in the rectory. From 1780-1794 the proprietor of the church
property and the occupant of the rectory was the Rev. Mr. Nich. Simons,
and the land tax assessment was £4.0.9. In 1795 the Rev. Dr. Welfitt
replaced him as proprietor, but in the years 1795-1797 the rectory was
occupied by Sir John Honeywood Bt. Welfit continued as proprietor
through 1831. In 1797 the assessment was raised to £6.0.0. After
occupying the parsonage himself until 1809, it was thereafter occupied
by a succession of other clerics: 1810-1813 Rev. Wm Woodward; 18141817 Rev. John Baker; 1818-1821 Rev. Henry Thompson; 1823-1828

Figure 5.6. The Glebe in 1839.
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Rev. Julius Deedes. From 1829 to 1833 “the late Rev. Mr. Deeds” was
listed.
From 1826-7, there is an “Account of the Disbursements of Jno. Marshall
on the Parish Farm of Hastingleigh,” viz:
“Paid James Hayward 54 weeks to Ap. 8 th at 12s. per week
32:
Mrs. James Hayward Wheat Reeping
1:
Sir John Honeywood, Balance for Rent
2:
Serving the Office (Keeping Farm Accounts)
5:
Half year’s Land Tax to Lady Day, 1827
1:
Mr. Samuel Sankey keeping 20 Lams
4:
23 weeks at 3s. 6d. per week
Jno. Marshall, Churchwarden.
Henry Berry.
Thomas Stickels, Overseers.”

8:
18:
10:
0:
8:
0:

0
11½
6
0
0
0

In 1841, at the Commutation of Tithes, payment in kind was abandoned.
The Rectory Tithe Barn ceased to be used for this purpose and the tithes
were apportioned as rent charges. The Terrier and Map prepared in
preparation for the commutation in 1839 record Rev. “George” Prideaux
as the landowner of the rectory and glebe, occupied by himself and
farmed by William Marshall (whether Sr. or Jr. we do not know –
William Sr. occupied Crab Tree Farm and William Jr. was head of
household at Big Coombe Farm). The inventory showed:
Lands & premises

State of cultivation
acres

House & garden
Bishops Field
The Ship
Barn Meadow
House Meadow
Great Parsons
Shaw
Shaw
Little Parson Down
Churchyard

Garden & house
Pasture
"
"
"
"
Wood
"
Pasture

3
2
1
8
2
24

Quantity
roods
perches
3
14
1
15
3
22
3
30
1
18
2
7
2
27
1
38
3
33
4
1
30

Figure 5.6 locates these fields. Tithes on the whole were converted to
£272. The conversions from in-kind payments were made at the perbushel price of wheat at 7/1½, oats 2/9 and barley 3/11½.

Rev. Gostwyck Prideaux had taken over the rectory in 1833, and in 1839
approval was received to combine the Parishes of Hastingleigh and
Elmsted under his leadership. Successive censuses record his changing
family and household:
1841

Rectory

Gostwyck Prideaux
Lucretia
Emora
Rose
Harit Pope
Harriet Norris
Elizabeth Noris

40
40
3
1
25
20
65

clergy
wife
dau
dau
servant
“
“

1851

Rectory

Gostwyck Prideaux
Lucretia
William G.
Rose A.
Mary A.
Chittenden
Fanny Sellen
Emily H. Norris

54
53
15
11
22

Rector & Vicar
wife
son
dau
house servant

place of birth
N Tawton, Devon
Sittingbourne
Hastingleigh
do.
Hinxhill

26
17

“
“

Milsted
Waltham

Gostwyck Prideaux
William G.

64
25

Rose A.
Catherine Grayling
Ann Gilbert
Marsh Gilbert
Ann U. Norris
Jane Prebble

21
44
41
3
19
16

widower/rector
mate in merchant
service
landholder/owner
visitor; landowner
housekeeper
son of Ann
housemaid
undermaid

Sheldwich
Stelling
Elmsted
Waltham
Elmsted

Gostwyck Prideaux
Ann Long

74
59

Thomas Kingsmill

21

1861

1871

Vicarage

Rector

widower/rector
widow/dom
servant
groom & servant

Westwell
Goodneston

Arthur Marsh comments:
There is a field called “The Parson’s Down” between the Church and The Old
Rectory, South Hill, to the south west of the Church. This field got its name
through being used by the many Parsons of Hastingleigh walking to the little
Church in the valley below. There is a mental picture passed down to us of the
last Parson to live in The Old Rectory, the much loved and saintly Rev.
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Figure 5.7. The Old Rectory and Tithe Barn.

Gostwyck Prideaux, who in his latter years, feeble and infirm, was carried down
to the Church in a chair by his servants and placed in the pulpit to conduct the
Sunday Service. It was during his incumbency in 1839 that Elmsted and
Hastingleigh became a United Benefice.

Church attendance on “the afternoon of 30 March 1851 was 94 plus 19
scholars, totaling 113. Signed Henry Smeed churchwarden of Dunders
Farm”
From 1880-1896 the Rev. Anthony Collett was Rector of the united
benefice; from 1874 he had been Curate to the Rev. Gostwyck Prideaux
and had lived at Brabourne. In the early days of his incumbency the Old
Rectory was sold and a new Vicarage was built at Bodsham, which is
where an elementary school was built to serve both Hastingleigh and

Elmsted. In 1895 the Mission Room was built and served as the Village
Hall until Evington Hall was built at the site of the old Evington gate
house, also to serve both Hastingleigh and Elmsted. Rev. Collett was
enumerated by the census workers at the Old Rectory in 1881, but in
1891 it was rented to John Norrington:
1881

1891

The Rectory

The Rectory

30
21

rector of Hastingleigh
& Vicar of Elmsted
housekeeper
groom & gardener

Abbeston,
Suffolk
Folkestone
Sholden

79
60
14
35
8

miller
wife
son
wid. dau. nurse
grandson

Newnham
Boughton
Smeeth
?
I. of Wight

Anthony Collett

45

Mary A. Hedge
George Weyborn
John Norrington
C.
S.
E. Ward
W. Ward

In 1914, the vicar of Elmsted and Hastingleigh, T.L.T. Hill, gave this
description of church plate at Hastingleigh Church:
Silver gilt Chalice 1562
New silver gilt Paten
Plated Chalice
Large buad or quad Dish
Alms Dish 1842

The Old Rectory and Tithe Barn (Figure 5.7) were acquired by the
Sankey family, and were sold when their estates were broken up in 1924.
In 2000, the reconstructed Rectory was occupied by the Brachers.

6

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

When the St. Thomas’s Hospital Surveyor’s Estate Reports resumed in
the nineteenth century, they provided increasingly detailed insights into
the Hospital’s management activities, the tenants and the manor farms.
The farms were rented, usually on 20 to 30 year leases, but, as directed
by the Hospital Treasurer, the Hospital’s Surveyor kept a close eye on
farm management and the maintenance of buildings and fences. The
woodlands were another source of Hospital revenue. Some of the wood
was used to maintain buildings, barns and fences, but timber also was
sold, the Wye tanner bought the bark, and the underwood yielded a
steady annual revenue. At each new lease, the Hospital faced the
problem and cost of bringing the properties up to standard for the next
tenant, and there was always the question of adding barns, oasts or
cottages. Some tenants were exemplary. Others the Hospital Surveyor
was glad to see go.
On 6 Feb. 1812, the Sons of the Clergy charity leased their 81 acres at
Little Combe to Geo. Browning, the Woodward, at £75 p.a. (LMA deed
E66/26/2/25). An 1818 survey of Aldelose Farm (LMA E115/53) shows
its 200-acre extent, naming the fields and providing the land use (Figure
6.1). The Surveyor’s Reports continue the story:
10 April 1819

1 page of memoranda –
Allowance to be made to Thos. Berry for building a hop oast
at Combe Grove Farm etc: “Thomas Berry. Combe Grove
Farm a Hop Oast built & other repairs done – which should be
lookd to & the bills be allowd to a certain amount as directed
by Mr Treasurers order.”

143

Figure 6.1 Aldelose Farm in 1818,
as surveyed by F. Marshall for the
Governors of St. Thomas’s Hospital.
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Jn. Marshall and Thos. Kidder to have new leases and timber
for repairs.
Geo. Browning to have timber for a threshing floor and barn.
11 Jan. 1820

Paper headed ‘Matters of repairs etc. to be submitted to Mr.
Treasurer’s consideration.’ (LMA H1/ST/E56/1/28)
Mr. Berry & Repairs – nearly all finished –
& the following bills brought in …………
Stickels Carpenters bill – for the Hop Oast –
House & Dairy-Barnfloor-Sawing-GatesGateirons & fencing ………………………
Pay – Carpenters bill – for the Hop Oast …
Do …. for fencing the Downs Yards & c …
Rook Bricklayers bill of measured work …
Do … for the Hop Oast & Underpinning the
House Barns Stables & ………………
Banks Bricklayers bill for Brick work ……
Leggets bill for Bricks & lime .…………
Rooks bill for tiles ………………………
Lepper Glazier …………………………

£

s

d

94
50
12
45

6
8
18
11

5½
8
10½
10½

0
7
39
34
0
290

1
9
17
?
7
13

4
0
?
11
10
4

“Mr Berry is a New Tenant – & enter’d upon the Farm which
Sir John Honeywood had held the former Lease of & left the
Premises without doing the Repairs – in a very bad state. On
Mr Berrys expressing a wish for a hop Oast – he was allowd to
lay out £60 in converting an old building into one – but if he
wishd to lay out more money in repairs he was directed by W.
Marshall to make another application to the Treasurer for his
approbation & consent.
Some repairs were absolutely necessary …And as he
enterd an entire Stranger on the Farm he naturally expected
the Repairs should be put into a fair State before he could well
be calld on to keep them so.
The Hop Oast however appears to have cost double the
sum (or more) that was allowd to be laid out upon it. It is
made substantial with brick & tiles – & tiles are laid on the
stables instead of thatch – which will be a great security
against fire.
Under all the circumstances W. Marshall begs to suggest
to the Treasurer that on the part of the Hospital – one half of
the sum expended be allowd him. If he should still be

dissatisfied & the Treasurer be inclined to allow more that Mr
Berry pay a percentage of £7 per annm on the rest. But that Mr
Berry be allowed the money by instalments not exceeding £50
out of each year’s Rent.”
21 March 1820

Letter from Thos. Berry to Rev. W. Marshall, apparently
objecting to doing repairs which should have been undertaken
by the previous tenant.
Boughton Hill
“Dear Sir,
I have this Moment Recd yours & hasten to Reply to Say that I
do not wish to give you the Trouble of Comeing to
Hastenleigh without you prefer it, for I should wish to give
you the Meeting before the Treasurer to Settle this unpleasant
Buissiness for I am coming to Town to pay my half years Rent
due at Lady Day…it is foreign to My Intention to give you
Any Offence Or to Create you Any Ill Will I would Rather
leave the farm than to Occasion that – but I am Surprisd & So
is Every One who Knows the Buissiness, for An In Comeing
Tennant to pay for the Lapadations of An Out Going One, but
Sr you do Know that I Must Use Every Spark of Economy &
Judgment to pay the Rent while Agriculter is in Such a State
…I was in Expectation of Mee & My Family Using Coombe
for A Number of Years, without having One Single Word of
Difference As Long as I Ocupied it for Sr, I think you will Not
condemn mee in your Judgment for the Maner I have So far
Cultivated it though I have been Very Unfortunate in My
Wheate & hops for the first two Years.
I Remn Sr wt best Respts
Yr humble St. Thos. Berry.”

28 March 1820

Letter from Wm. Marshall to Mr. Beevers, Hospl. Renter,
enclosing papers about Mr. Berry’s repairs. He regrets being
unable to come to London – “I have been obliged to see Dr.
Lister respecting a violent Cough and inflammation of the
Chest, who has ordered me to return immediately to my
Daughter’s & nurse for a few days with a blister on my
Stomack…”

4 Dec. 1820

Detailed report by Willm. Marshall on Mr. Berry’s repairs at
Coombe Farm. Also mentions improvements to Woodwards
farm, state of timber, proposed exchange of Fanscombe Down
with Col. Sawbridge. (LMA H1/ST/E56/1/34)
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6 Dec. 1820

The Report of W. Marshall to the governors of Saint Thomas’s
Hospital on the subject of their Estate at Hastingleigh (LMA
H1/ST/E56/1/33).
Your Reporter being directed by Mr Treasurer to go over to
Hastingleigh and see to the repairs lately done by Mr Thos.
Berry the Tenant of Combe Grove Farm – has carefully
examined the same and finds they amount to the sum of nearly
£300. – On due examination the work appears to be well &
substantially done. – Wherever brickwork could be substituted
for Timber it has been applied as likewise deal as being
cheaper to spare the Oak. – Of which latter one hundred
pounds worth or nearly will have been sold for the benefit of
the Hospital. – And your Reporter with due submission
recommends it to the Governors to allow the Tenant £200
towards the repairs.
The Tenant farms the Land well – has laid down a
considerable portion of it to grass – and put the Farm
altogether into a State of Improvement.
The Other Tenants upon the Estate are Mr. Jn Marshall,
Kidder & George Browning the Woodward. Their Buildings
are kept in a respectable State of Repair – and their Lands
thoroly wellfarm’d – the Woodwards land in particular
greatest part of which he has at considerable Expense laid
down to grass. – but is put to great inconvenience for want of
a small Barn to thresh out his Corn which he is compelled to
do in the open air or carry to the Barn of some neighboring
Farm at a certain loss and Expense. – Your Reporter therefore
with due submysion recommends it to the consideration of the
Governors to allow him 20 in money & refuses Timber to
about the same amount – He will erect a Barn himself for the
permanent benefit of the Hosptial Estate.
The Woods which have formerly been much neglected are
now taken into hand under the care of the Woodward. – good
ditches & fences are now made and the underwood & Timber
will be more productive every year.
Colonel Sawbridge has applied to the Hospital for an
exchange of Land upon a principal which will be equally

advantagenous to both Parties. – The Hospital has 26 Acres of
Land called Fanscombe Down entirely surrounded by Co..
Sawbridges Estate & so incommodious for the Hospital
Tenant to occupy that he is glad to let it with a small piece of
Shadow called Candle Acre at very little more than 5 per
Acre. Col Sawbridge offers land in lieu quantity for quality
worth near 10 per acre adjoining to the Hospital Estate and
your Reporter with due submission recommends it to the
consideration of the Governors – as it would enable the
Hospital Tennant to occupy the whole of his own Farm to
much greater advantage both to himself & the Hospital. –
When the terms of exchange are fully adjusted they will be
laid before the Governors for their further determination. –
The Manor of Vannes Fanes on Fans is a part of Combegrove
Farm – and as the exhcnage proposed is only Land for Land –
if it should be acceded to a proper reservation will of course
be made of rights & privileges belonging to the Hospital
Manor.
Will’m Marshall
6 December 1820

In the same month the Surveyor made a report on the woodland of the
Hastingleigh estates, and describes how it deteriorated during Sir John
Honywood’s tenancy:
“The Woods at Hastingleigh were formerly held by the Tenant of Combe Grove
Farm & the Fences very much neglected – so that the Horses Cows & live Stock
had free access to all the Woodlands & committed incredible depredation almost
to the annihilation of both Timber and Under wood. – They have since been
taken into hand under the management of the Woodward.”
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The Estate Reports then continue:
25 Oct. 1825

Survey of Court Lodge Farm. Mr. Jn. Marshall, occupier
(LMA H1/ST/E56/2/9 & 34).
a

r

p

An Ancient Brick & Tile
Farm House with Barns,
Stabling & c in good
tenantable condition
West field
Ammitts field

3
10
35

1
1
1

15
0
39

Lyne wood
Upper Lamberts Ley

4
14

0
1

6
32

Lower Lamberts Ley
Comb peak
King’s Mill Down
Hurst Wood
The Mead
Glory Down

22
10
28
8
10
32

2
1
0
3
3
2

28
9
20
35
32
29

10
3
11
2
5
213

0
0
0
3
3
2

0
4
29
25
2
25

Goodish Hill
Tomlins
Culver Hill
Pastoles
Haines Land

Homestead
fallow
pt wheat & pt. oat
stubble
underwood
pt. wheat stubble, pt.
oat stubble & pt.
wheat
pt. wheat, pt. ploughed
pt. wheat & pt. turnips
pasture
underwood very poor
meadow & pasture
pt. hops, pt. seeds &
pt. fallow
fallow
pasture
pasture
pasture
wheat stubble

The farm appears to be under a good state of management –
the greater portion of the land is very heavy and expensive to
cultivate & lies very much against the hill – a very small
quantity of this farm is calculated for the growth of turnips in
consequence of which a large sheep flock cannot be kept, the
land is kept clean, appears regularly cropped and in my
opinion is a credit to Mr. Marshall as a farmer.

The Woodwards Farm. Geo. Browning occup r.
a
0

r
3

p
30

10
2
1

0
0
2

7
30
22

4
8

3
0

26
4

15

0

10

42

3

9

a
11

r
1

p
1

Hurst Wood

8

3

20

Haines Wood

14

2

25

Small Wood by Dr.
Gill Nash, Culver Hill,
Green Culver field,
Coney Hill & Redfield
buff together
Round Wood
Richards, Birds & Reeses
Wood
Small piece of Town
Wood
Robt. Dane

0
41

3
3

2
15

3
21

3
3

13
31

0

1

32

0

2

32

104

0

32

Thatched cottage with
stable at the end gard &
garden
Maiden Croft
Bushy Close
part of Staples
Staple Leys
Little Staples
Little Fowlers, Great
Fowlers & Erminees

pasture
pasture poor
Grubbed & laid down
very rough
pasture poor
pt. wheat & pt. oat
stubble
pt. wheat, pt. wheat
stubble & pt. barley
stubble

Woods in Hand.
Natchalls Wood

well stocked with
timber
a wood & bank –
poor
pt. good underwood
& pt. planted up
12a of this is new let
to Mr Berry at £1111s pr. a. which I
consider a fair price

These woods are in general poor and with the exception of
Natchalls Wood and part of Richards Wood are quite
incapable of producing timber of any size or much value being
worth which in the pourish Banks & very thin of soil the
Chalk in many instances lying within six inches of the surface.
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The Underwoods appear to be well taken care of but I think
the quantity in hand much too small to employ a regular Wood
Bailif upon I am of opinion that of would be much to the
advantage of the Hospital if the Woods were let with Combe
Grove Farm if a respectable person would take them and
reside on the same I am of opinon that this step would
mutually assist the letting of the Land.

Aldelouse or New Barn Farm. Thos. Berry succeeded as
tenant by Mr. Waller, who proposed to put Eagle, his former
bailiff, into the farm.
a
0

r
2

p
7

Observation

pas
pas

7
5

1
2

24
10

pas
pas
ara

5
53
31

2
2
0

8
38
33

wood

12

2

18

Reeds field

ara

9

0

0

Reeds Wood

wood

6

2

6

Chalk pit on Beak
Wood
Beak field

ara

10

3

14

ara

11

0

3

1st Beaks pasture
2nd “
Cow Lease
Little Cow Lease
Hains pasture

pas
pas
pas
pas
pas

11
11
18
4
6

2
2
1
0
2

29
2
20
26
15

206

1

19

pasture
rough pasture full
of trees
pasture
pasture
pt fallow after
oats and pt turnips
Wood pt. 8 pt. 4
& pt. 1 year
growth
Wheat Stubble
rough
Wood 7 years
growth
Pt Oat Stubble for
barns & pt wheats
Bean Stubble
clean for Oats
pasture
pasture
pature
pasture
pasture to
Cottages
£116.0.0

Cottage Barn &
Homestead
Peak’s Meadow
Pole trees or Beak
Wood
Barn field
Down
Great & little Mill
field
Beaks or Aldelouse
Wood

These premises consist of a Large Old Thatched Barn with a
Cottage in the end. The Cottage is very much out of Repair
and the Barn floor is made of Clay. There is a new Stable

erected for 6 Horses with Sheds attached thereto for Carts and
Cattle. This appears a very good piece of Building, the yard
received a post & Rail fence round it, it more or less open to
the Down except a Wall.
I consider the situation of the Cottage very dangerous forming
part of the Barn. I wonder the whole has not been burnt down
long ago. The Cottage should be thrown into the Barn and a
new one erected.
This Farm his in a very exposed situation and very difficult of
access. Should be principally managed with Stock and should
be held with either Coomb Grove or the Court Lodge Farms.
“The farm…has been very badly managed for many years past
and is now given up by Mr. Berry in a very ruinous state…no
house in which a tenant could reside, there being only a small
ruinous cottage in one end of the barn (?) with a chimney just
rising above the thatch, and I am surprised that the whole has
not long since been burnt down.’ The provision of an
adequate farm-house is urged….this Farm has been held by
Persons who had other Lands adjoining and has been made
subservient thereto, and the Produce carried off the Land
which is the cause of its being in its present impoverished
state.”

“I went also over Coomb Grove Farm occupied by Mr. Berry
who has two Years unexpired of his Agreement. From what I
can observe of his Management it will be necessary that this
farm should be looked to occasionally, as I strongly suspect he
will be running his Land very hard, some of his Repairs are
done for which he had Timber assigned him, but they are not
yet complete.”
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a
17

r
2

p
0

9
6
63

3
2
1

0
7
0

Pole field in 3 pieces
Many Weathers

11
4

0
3

3
17

Mill Down
Staple Leys
Upper Down
Mill Down pasture
Round Wood
Red Stone
Lower Down
Mill Down Wood
Culver Hill
Barn Dean
Barn field

9
12
8
18
3
5
4
2
8
5
22

0
0
0
0
3
0
2
3
0
3
3

36
9
2
19
13
2
5
32
39
20
31

Coney Knole
Upper Richards Dean
& Wilcocks
Thistley field

5
11

2
2

26
8

18

1

34

Lower Dean
Stokes on Stalp’s field
Large Down

36
6
64

0
3
1

7
10
13

Hooks Wood
Block Hole
Lower Richards Dean
& Dean Sole
Roberts Dean
Ermines

6
4
23

2
2
3

22
8
15

8
7

1
1

10
19

2
2
1
414

3
3
0
1

35
37
4
3

The Down rec’d in
exchange with Mr
Sawbridge
Red field
Little Mount
Great field

Ermines Wood
Long fowlers
Coomb acre

Hill pasture

Rye crop ley
Baile stubble after Rape
Pt. Baile stubble, pt. wheat
after turnips & pt. oat
stubble
Oat stubble … thistles
Rough pasture might be
much improved
Wheat after Beans
Poor pasture
Fallow … poor
Hill pasture, part Bushey
Wood … Shoot
Pasture
Rye Grass Ley/Fair
Wood
Pt. Hops & pt. Oat stubble
Home pasture
Pt. Hops, pt. wheat & pt.
old ley
Wheat stubble for Baile
fallow badly made … for
wheat
Wheat stubble after fallow
for Beans/clean
Down pasture
Two year old ley
Down pasture, hilly &
rough
Wood & small part orable
Old Rye Grass Ley/fair
½ what stubble, & wheat
from fallow
foul and bad
wheat from fallow & pt.
from Beans
Wood
Pasture fair
£179.12.1

“The Farm House is very old but in tolerable good repair
except the back part where the walls are bad and should be
immediately repaired and a portion of the House new
(Roofed)…the Weather boarding to the Cow house & Stable is
also in a bad state…the foundations of these Buildings are also
in a bad state and require underpinning.”
“I do not consider this Farm to be well managed yet making
due allowance for the situation in which it lies being such as
almost to preclude any extra Manure being brought upon it,
the Land may be aid to be in fair state of cultivation, it
consists of a variety of Soil and but little of it that is well
adapted to the growth of Turnips which operates rather against
it as a Stock Farm, the only way however in which it can be
managed to advantage is by keeping a large Stock and
producing more green & less Corn Crops than is taken by the
present Tenant.”
6 Aug. 1827

Combe Grove Farm, occupied by Mr. Thomas Berry, whose
agreement for a lease expires at Michaelmas. He offers £120
rent p.a. if he may have £30 towards a lime kiln.
“provided the Governors will allow him £30 to Erect a Lime
Kiln on the Downs, and …permit him to Burn Lime for the
use of the Farm without paying for the Chalk, but he proposes
paying a Rent should he burn any for Sale.”
“although the Rent appears low, and much under what I
valued the Farm two Years ago, I would recommend the
Governors to accept this offer rather than run the risk of
having the Farm on hand, the distress which now prevails
among the poor Farms in the Hills of Kent is such that there is
extreme difficulty in finding tenants to occupy them at
scarcely any Rent.” (LMA H1/ST/E56/2/16)

5 Dec. 1829

Report on Hastingleigh, by Geo. Trumper
(LMA H1/ST/E56/2/33)
Court Lodge Farm, in the occupation of tenant Mr Marshall.
Farm is “in a good state of Cultivation, but from the failure of
the crop of Hops, the Wet and deficient Harvests of this year
and last with the low prices of Corn and the great increase of
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the Poor Rates in this district the lands in this backward and
cold part of Kent have been rendered of very little value.”
New Barn Farm, in the occupation of Edw. Pierson, whose
inactivity and apparent shortage of capital is compensated by
Mrs. Pierson’s exemplary management of the dairy.
Allowance of rent recommended on account of poor situation.
Combe Grove farm was quitted last Michs by Mr Berry.
Extensive repairs needed. Tenant now Mr Marshall, Jun. “he
appears an Active Industrious young Man and likely to make
the Hospital a good tenant.” He has taken for 14 years at £160
p.a. rent.
4 Oct. 1832

Proposed rent for Coomb Grove (Marshall) recommended to
be reduced from £160 to £140 p.a.

9 May 1837

“I have marked 80 Oak trees to be cut down on this Estate in
the present season in the following Woods Viz’s.

Total …..

34
2
8
28
8
80
1

…
…
…
…
…
…

Trees …
in Gillnash Wood.
ditto
…
in the Shaw.
ditto
…
in Emmonds Wood.
ditto
…
in Beak or Becks Wood.
ditto
…
Kings mall down Wood.
Oak timber trees.
Oak pole.

This Timber is of an indifferent quality and some of it very
small and bad, most of the trees were dead at their tops.
The Oak trees in these Woods do not thrive. The soil appears
to be worn out with the growth of them consequently the Trees
die at the top before they grow to a large size.
Mr. Elliott of Wye had usually purchased the Oak Timber in
these Woods at 2/per foot, which I consider is a good price for
Timber of this quality.
Mr. Hopkins the Tanner at Wye has for some time been the
purchaser of the Bark at the rate of £4 for 13 Cwt. The Bark is
of the same quality as the Timber and if Mr Hopkins will take
it this year at the same price. I advise that it be sold to him.

I found 6 pieces of Oak cut down in 1836 which George
Browning informed me. He had measured, and offered to
purchase them. He would like to know if his offer is accepted
because he wishes to use them.
The Ash plants set in the Woods last year have in general
taken very well.
Timber and Repairs wanted at Hastinleigh:

Coombe Grove Farm.
The tiling is blown off both sides of the Oast House by the
high wind – this building must be new ripped and tiled. About
3000 new tiles will be wanted which will cost about £5. This
building should be repaired immediately.
Oak Timber. Some is required for Fencing and new Gates.

Aldelows or New Barn Farm.
The roof of a Barn is damaged. Part of the Thatch blown off
by the High wind.
Oak Timber. Some is wanted for Gates and Repairs.

Court Lodge Farm.
Mr Marshall will require all the Oak Trees marked in the
Wood occupied by him for the repair of gates and fences.”
James Trumper
Southall, Middx
(LMA H1/ST/E56/3/45)
5 July 1837

Timber at Hastingleigh:
42 Oak trees, containing 292 feet, at present unsold.
11 Oak trees and 1 Pole, to Combe Grove Farm, Mrs.
Marshall Tenant.
1 Oak Tree to repair the Manor Pound.
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12 Oak trees and 10 Poles to New Barn Farm, Mr. Manuel
Tenant.
8 Oak trees to Hastingleigh Court Farm – Mr. Marshall.
“A Purloin [sic] of the Barn, at New Barn Farm, is broken in
two, and I directed Mr. Manuel to repair it without delay, and
assigned him Timber for the purpose.” (LMA HI/ST/E56/3/36)
11 Aug. 1838

Hastingleigh Kent:
Report on the Filling up of the vacant places in the Woods
with Ash Plants.
In Gill-nash Wood – The plants put in last year in this wood,
in some places I have found 3 Plants, in some 6, in others 9
and upwards together. Some of the Plants are high and strong.
Some are small. Nearly the whole are living. I found but few
dead ones.
In Upper Coombe Wood – a vacant place in it was planted 3
or 4 years ago. The plants are now weak, and do not grow.
The soil in this part of the Wood is thin, and near the Chalk
rock. In this and other woods, I found some plants grown to a
large size, which were planted when the Underwood was cut.
I recommend the filling up the vacant places in the Woods
with Ash plants to be continued when an opportunity offers of
doing so by cutting down the Underwood.

Chalk pit on Andelouse Farm.
New Barn Downs Pasture has a Chalk pit in it, where chalk in
any quantity may be raised without doing any harm to the
Hospital’s Estate, and Sir Edward Knatchbull will pay a
remunerating price for digging Chalk in this Down… I advise
the Governors to sell him what he requires at 2/for a Waggon
load and 1.3 for a Cart load, the raising, filling, and caring it to
be at Sir Edward Knatchbull’s expense – the prices I have
named per Load to be clear of any reduction, and unless Sir
Edward Knatchbull will consent to these Terms. – The
Governors ought not to sell him any, as a less price will not

remunerate them for having their land dug out and made into
Waste.

Hastingleigh Court Farm.
Mr Sankey’s Tenant – George Hayward has taken a slip of
Land from 2 to 4 yards wide and about 15 poles in length,
lying by the side of the Road, in King’s mall down, belonging
to this Farm and inclosed it with his own.
The Land is of little value, there is however 1 Ash tree and 1
ash sapling which ought to be taken down.
The tree contains about ………….10 Feet at 2/6 per foot
The sapling is worth about ……………..…..5/
Repairs.
The chimney of a Cottage occupied by James Raisden is
cracked and wants repairing.

The Oak Timber.
I marked 41 Oak trees to be cut down this Spring which I have
disposed of in the following manner. Vizt.
12 Trees for Mr Marshall to repair the
Post and rail on the Downs, and make
some new gates, and repair others.
These Trees contain only …………

)
)
) feet
) 41 of Timber

15 small Poles also to Mr Marshall for the
like purpose.
10 Trees to Andelouse Farm to Finish
the fence of the Rickyard. These trees
contain only ……………..…….…

)
)
) 46 of Timber

5 Trees to Hastingleigh Court Farm for )
gate posts, being fit for no other use,
)
containing only ………..................
) 25 of Timber
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For Sale.
14 Oak trees containing ……………

136 ½ of Timbers

And which I recommend to be sold with those undisposed of
and cut down last year at 1/9 per foot if that price can be
obtained. The Oak Timber on this Estate is of an inferior
quality.
James Trumper
Southall 11 th August 1838.
(LMA H1/ST/E56/3/24)
9 Nov. 1839

Hastingleigh Kent.
I marked 34 Oak trees which were cut down last Spring, and
which I have disposed of in the following manner Viz:
2 trees to Mr Marshall for Barn floor Plank – for Gate Posts.
2 trees to George Browning for Wood gates.
2 trees to Mrs Manuel to Repair her Gates.
14 trees to Mrs Marshall to Repair the Post and Rail fence on
the Downs and make new Gates, and Repair the Old
ones and 27 small Poles for the like purposes.
20 Trees.

For Sale.
14 Oak Trees containing 71½ Feet, which is worth 1/9 per
foot, and if a Purchaser can be obtained at that price I
recommend that it be sold.
About 4000 Ash plants will be required to fill up the vacant
places in the last Year’s fall of Underwood.

Repairs.
George Brownings House about 150 feet of Weatherboarding
to this House is required.

Mr. Manuels Barn about 150 feet of Weatherboarding is also
wanted to Repair this building.
I advise that an Order be given to these Tenants to purchase
the requisite number of Deal battens which will cut out this
quantity of Weatherboarding.
I remain
Sir,
Your obedient humble Servant
James Trumper,
Southall 9th Nov. 1839.
(LMA H1/ST/E56/3/58)
13 Jan. 1841

Oaks cut in Red field Wood; underwood in Hurst Wood cut.
Ashes planted in Haynes Wood.
Cole Barn Farm: Mrs. Manuel to have wood to repair the
stable.
Note on tithe commutation for part of Coombe Grove Farm
which is in the Town Barn Tithing in the parish of Wye.

8 Nov. 1841

To The Worshipful. The President Treasurer and Governors
of St. Thomas’s Hospital.
Sir,
Hastingleigh Oak Timber.
36 Oak Trees in King Mall Down, Reeds Wood, Hurst Wood,
and Mill Down Woods of the usual kind of Timber which
grows in there, were cut down this Spring. 20 Trees
containing 157½ Feet. I measured to George Browning at 1/9
per Foot amounting to £13.15.7. The remaining 16 Trees I
assigned to Mr. Marshall Sen, Mrs Manuel and Mr Marshall
Jun. Coombe Grove.
I marked 2 indifferent Beech Trees in Mill Down Pasture
which I assigned to Mr Marshall Jun for Repairs.
I also marked 61 Ash and Elm trees for Sale on Combe Grove
Farm which are dead at the Tops of them and dying off to be
cut down this Winter:
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The Underwood which comes in rotation for cutting this
Season is about 12 Acres in Richards Wood which I valued to
George Browning at £11 an acre standing.

Cole Barn Farm. Mrs. Manuel.
The Back doors of the Wheat Barn are worn out and a new
Pair should be put up. The Frame of the new Doors should be
made of Oak and I have assigned an Oak tree for the purpose.
The boards of it should be cut out of the best Yellow deal
Plant, and the Doors hung in two heights.
Stable. The Weatherboarding wants Repairing about 2 Deal
Battens will be sufficient.
House. A bad Flashing should be fixed round the Chimney
Shafts of sufficient width to prevent the Rain from entering
the Roof of the House. I requested Mrs Manuel to ascertain
from her Carpenter how many Deals it would require for the
new Barn Doors and to Repair the Stable and write word.

Coombe Grove Farm. Mr. Marshall has now become the
Tenant of this Farm in consequence of the death of his Mother
which event took place a few months back.
The Barn doors and Weatherboarding of this Farm Homestead
are in want of considerable Repair. I directed Mr Marshall to
ascertain the number of Deal battens it would require for these
Repairs and write word.
I am
Sir
Respectfully,
Your obedient humble Servant
James Trumper
Southall 8th Nov. 1841.
(LMA H1/ST/E56/4/16)
3 Aug. 1842

“I have taken my annual journey to Hastingleigh and
measured the following timber for sale Vizt.

6 Oak Trees containing 58 and a half feet to George Browning
at 1s.9d. per foot - £5.2.3
5 dead and rotten Ash trees valued at – 14s. – total £5.16s.3d.
41 Ash Trees containing 205 feet valued at 1s.9d. per foot £17.18s.9d.
The Ash Timber is at present unsold. I have forwarded the
measure of it to George Browning with directions for him to
sell it, when he could meet with a customer at the price above
named.
The remaining 22 Oak Trees which are small and rough pieces
of Timber
I have assigned amongst the Tenants for the repair of the
Gates, Posts, Stiles, Post and Rail Fences etc. on the Estate
And also 7 Elm Trees, cut down on Coombe Grove Farm, for
the Repair of the Weatherboarding of the Barns.” ((LMA
HI/ST/E56/4/23)
9 Jan. 1843

Underwood from Culver Hill Wood sold.

20 May 1843

The Charity Sons leased Little Combe to John Swinnard for
14 years at £80 p.a. (LMA E66/26/2/28).

23 May 1843

Lease of Coombe Grove Farm extended for 1 yr. at old rent.
“The value of Agricultural Produce still continues in a
depressed state and as it is uncertain how long it may yet
continue so – I submit to your consideration and that of the
Committee, the following proposition…
That the Tenants have the offer made them of holding over
their Farms for one Year from Michaelmas next, at their
present Rents.
I advise this step to be taken in consequence of the unsettled
state of Agricultural affairs, and because a permanent Rent
cannot in my opinion be agreed upon, until experience has
proved to what figure the value of Agricultural produce will,
under the present Corn Law and Tariff ultimately settle down
to.”
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2 Aug. 1843

Extracts from earlier (1841, 1842) reports on timber felled at
Hastingleigh.

15 Dec. 1843

Hastingleigh: note on the apportionment of the Rent-Charge.

25 Nov. 1844

To the Worshipful The President Treasurer and Governors of
St. Thomas’s Hospital.

Hastingleigh Kent.
I have taken my annual Journey to Hastingleigh and measured
the Oak Timber cut down this Spring as hereafter described
Viz:
No.
31
4
6
41

… Oak trees containing
… Oak trees containing
… Oak trees containing

Feet
… 106 ½
…
11
…
32
149½

… In Richard’s Wood
… In Richard’s Dean
… In Beak Wood

Which are disposed of in the following manner.
12

… Oak trees containing

…

23

… Oak trees containing

…

6

… Oak trees containing

…

41
31
4
2
37

£sd
46 Feet for Sale at 1/6
per Foot … 3.9.0
71 ½ Assigned to Coombe
Grove Farm for Repairs.
32 Assigned to Mrs Manuel
for Repairs
149½

… Oak Poles in Richard’s Wood assigned for Repairs Combe
Grove.
… same … in Richard’s Dean … same.
… same … in Beak Wood … assigned to Mrs Manuel.

Underwood in Haynes Wood.
About 8 Acres of this Wood comes in rotation for cutting this
season. It is 12 Years growth, having been cut the last time in
1832 at which time George Browning says it sold for £12 per
Acre which can be ascertained by referring to the Account of
that Year. It is worth as much per Acre this Year.
James Trumper
Southall 25 th November 1844.
To T.B. Burbridge Esq.
Treasurer
(LMA H1/ST/E56/6/30)
11 Jan. 1845

Valuation of the Hastingleigh estates, with accompanying
letter. Gives acreage and value for each field
(LMA H1/ST/E56/7/1):
Saltwood Hythe
January 11th, 1845
To the President, Treasurer,
and Governors of St.
Thomas Hospital
Gentlemen,
Annexed is my valuation of the Estate at Hastingleigh and
Wye, Kent, belonging to St. Thomas Hospital.
I have taken the admeasurement from a map recently made for
the purpose of commuting the Tithes of Hastingleigh, except
for Coombe Grove Farm which partly lies in Hastingleigh and
partly in Wye. I have therefore taken the admeasurement for
this Farm from the Hospital Map, left with me by Mr Francis.
I find the Lands subject to the payment of Rent Charge in lieu
of Tithes. The Lands generally are poor, lying in an inferior
district both as regards quality and climate and not
advantageously to Markets.
I also find a want of capability in the Farm Yards, for making
Manure, the yards require to be better enclosed which would
enable the Tenants to make a larger quantity of manure, as
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upon this mainly depends the good or ill success of their
Farming. Here I think the landlords maybe judiciously give a
stimulus to improvement on the Estate, and might be the
means of inducing the Tenants to follow after and do their
parts.
On New Barn Farm there are a quanity of old Pollard trees
standing which I think should be grubbed and there is a
Pasture field called the Little Mill Pond, 18 acres, which might
be judiciously looked up. Also on Coombe Grove Farm, there
is some Pasture Land almost worthless as it is, which might be
profitably brought into Tillage. There are some detached
fields belonging to both these Farms which in the event of a
new agreement being made with the Tenants had better be let
separately, they are of no consequence to the Farms and work
place at the practice of sub-letting.
In Estimating those deals I have no hesitation in saying that I
believe the Farms will readily let for them and I further
believe that experienced Tenants and men of sufficiently
Capital would be induced to take the Farms.
I have the honor
to the Gentlemen
Your very Obed. Servant

A Valuation of an Estate situate in the Parishes of
Hastingleigh and Wye in the county of Kent Belonging to
Saint Thomas’ Hospital London.

The Court Lodge Farm. John Marshall Tenant.
a
House, Yard &
Garden
Goodesh Field
Lower Downs
do
Lower Down
Shaw
Kingsmill
Down
Upper Lamb
Leese
Shaw
Lower Lamb
Leese
Hurst Wood
Mead Meadow
do
Court Peak
Road Land way
Church
Meadow
Orchard and
Pasutre
Tomlins
Meadow
Culver Hill
Haines Land
Ammetts Field
do
The Four Acres
Lin Wood
West Field

r

p

per
acre

£

s

d

Pasture

1

Arable
Arable
Hops
Wood

9
25
6
“

2
3
3
2

31
39
1
2

11/
18/
30/
8/

5
23
10
“

7
8
2
4

3
“
6
“

Pasture

25

3

4

4/

9

“

3

Arable

14

2

28

14/

10

6

6

Wood
Arable

“
24

“
“

29
5

8/
14/

“
16

2
16

“
“

Wood
Pasture
do
Arable
Landway
Pasture

8
6
3
9
“
3

2
3
3
2
1
“

13
4)
1)
5
5
26)

8/

8

“

18/
16/
“

3
“
9
4
“

9
12
“

“
“
“

Pasture

1

1

36)

20/

4

15

“

Pasture

3

“

“

14/

2

2

“

Pasture
Arable
Arable
??
Arable
Wood
Arable

11
6
30
3
4
3
9
214
“

“
“
2
1
“
3
3
“
“

15
9
3
9
9
10
23
22

14/
14/
19/
5/
14/
8/
15/

6
4
28
“
2
1
4
155
£155

12
4
19
16
16
10
10
“
0

“
“
6
3
“
“
“
3
0

Value to Rent per annum

30
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Coombe Grove Farm. William Marshall Tenant.

House, Yard &
Garden
Barn Field
Mill Down
Pasture
Mill Down East
Many Weathers
Pole Field
The Great Field
Little Mounts
Red Field
Culver Hill
Field
Barn Dean
Coney Knoll
Thistly Field
Upper Richards
Dane
Lower Richards
Dane &
Willocks
Black Hole
Stulps Field
Roberts Dean
Red Stone
Ermines
Hooks, part
Wood & part
Staple Leys
Upper Down
Lower Down
Coombe Acre
Long Fowlers
Large Down
Wye Down
Down
Round Wood
Wood formerly
part of Mill
Down Pasture

a

r

p

per
acre

£

s

d

4

1

38

Arable
Pasture

22
18

3
“

31
19

17/
6/

19
3

11
8

“
“

Arable
Pasture
Arable
Arable
Arable
Pasture
Arable

9
4
11
63
6
8
8

“
3
“
1
2
3
3

36
17
33
4
7
“
39

14/
12/
8/
16/
14/
8/
16/

6
2
4
50
4
3
7

9
17
10
12
11
10
4

6
“
“
“
“
“
“

Pasture
Arable
Arable

5
5
18
11

3
2
1
2

20
26
34
8

20/
14/
12/
12/

6
4
11
6

“
“
2
18

“
6
“
“

Arable

23

3

15

12/

14

5

“

Arable
Pasture
Arable
Pasture
Pasture
Arable

4
6
8
5
4
6

2
3
1
“
1
2

8
10
10
2
19
22

12/
8/
18/
8/
10/
8

2
2
5
2
3
2

14
14
7
“
12
14

“
“
3
“
6
“

Pasture
Arable
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Wood
“

12
8
4
1
2
64
36
17
3
“

“
“
2
“
3
1
“
2
3
“

9
12
5
4
37
13)
7)
“)
13
“

10/
10/
7/
23/
23/

6
4
1
1
3

“
“
11
3
9

“
“
6
“
“

5/

29

10

“

8/

1

10

“

Wood

2
415

3
3

32
10

8/

1
214
£214

4
7
0

“
3
0

Homestead

Value to Rent per annum

New Barn Farm. Elisabeth Manuell Tenant.
House Garden
& Buildings
Ploughing
Downs
Chalk Pit
Great Mill Field
Little Meadow
do
Shaw
Backs Wood
Reeds Field
Reeds Wood
Little Mill Pond
Field
Downs Pasture
Barn Meadow
Pole Tree
Meadow
Park Meadow
Chalk Pit field
Chalk Pit
Backs Field
Hops in do
Backs Field
do
Cow Leese
Part of Haynes
do
do
do

a
1

r
“

p
10

Arable

15

2

18

Chalk
Arable
Pasture
Pasture
Wood
Wood
Arable
Wood
Pasture

“
18
2
2
“
11
9
6
18

“
1
1
“
1
2
“
2
“

38
22
32
29
8
23
38
23
25

Pasture
Pasture
Pasture

32
5
5

“
“
1

Pasture

6
11
“
8
2
11
11
18
3
1
2
1
206

3
2
“
“
2
1
1
“
“
“
“
3
3

Homestead

Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Pasture

Value to Rent per annum

£

s

d

9/

6

19

6

13/

12

23/
8/
10/
17/
9/
9/

5
5
7
3
8

8
19
36

6/
16/
10/

9
4
2

15

1
26
24
17
35
8
4
26
35
9
5
34
36

10/
14/

3
8

7
4

6
6

14/
20/
14/
14/
14/

5
2
7
7
12

12
15
17
17
15

6
6
6

14/

5

15

6

12
0
£ 120

3

“

0

0

6
9
2
17
17
4

3
6
3
9
3

12
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The Woodwards Farm. George Browning Tenant.

House and
Garden
Fowlers
Meadow
Little Staple
field
Part of Hop
Garden
Bush Close
do
Maiden
Croft
Plantation

a

r
2

p
23

£

s

Pasture

13

2

38

Pasture

7

3

Hops

“

Pasture
Pasture
Pasture
Nursery

12/

8

5

39

13/

6

1

34

28/

8
3
6

1
2
“

16
6
38

19/

11

12

9

“
41

“
“

36
30

23/

7
34
£ 34

9
1
0

6
3
0

£ 53

0

Value to Rent per annum

d

14

Woodland in hand

Natchalls Wood
Hurst Wood
Haines Wood
A small piece at
the end of Pasture
Gill nash Culver Hill
Hill & Red field
Rough in the
Dam Sole and Mill
Down Wood
Richards Dane
Adjoiing Robert Dave
A Small piece
Value to Rent per annum

a
11
8
14
“

r
1
3
2
3

p
1
20
25
2

“
41
“
2

“
3
“
3

“
15
“
35

21
“
“
103

3
2
1
1

31
13
32
14
0

Summary
a
214
415
206
41
103
981

r
“
3
3
1
1

p
22
10
36
30
14
32

The Court Lodge Farm & Marshall Tenant
Coombe Grove do Wm Marshall Tenant
New Barn do Widow Manuell do
The Woodwards do George Browning do
Woodland in hand

£
155
214
120
34
53
£576

s
0
0
0
0
0
0

d
0
0
0
0
0
0

By Robert Thompson
Dec 1, 1844 Saltwood Hythe

20 Jan. 1845

Answers to questions about the above.

1 Feb. 1845

Report on rates & tithes (LMA H1/ST/E56/7/3):
To The Worshipful, The President, Treasurer, and Governors
of St. Thomas’s Hospital.
Hastingleigh in the County of Kent. Report on the amount of
Parochial Rates, and Tithes paid upon each Farm during a
period of 19 years commencing with 1825 and ending with
1843. Vizt.

Court Lodge Farm. Mr John Marshall Tenant.
In 1825 When this Farm was valued.
The Poor Rates were …………
Highway Rate ……………
Church Rate……………….

10/ in the Pound
1/ “
1/ “

The Tithes paid per annum ….
£44
The Rent Charge apportioned on this Farm in 1843 is
£46.18.8.
The Average Poor Rates for the 11 Years commencing with
1825 and ending with 1835 was ……
10/5 in the Pound
The same Highway Rates …..
1/ “
The same Church Rates ….…
/6 “
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And the averages of the remaining 2 years from 1835 to 1843
was
Poor Rates ………………….. 5/4 in the Pound
Highway Rates ………………
2/2 “
Church Rates ……………….. /7 “
This Farm was valued in 1825 at £135.14.1 exclusive of all
Rates.
Tithes Taxes and Insurance.

Coombe Grove Farm in the occupation of Mr J.H. Marshalls
Executors.
In 1825 When this Farm was valued.
The Parochial Rates were as stated above.
The Tithes were £32 per annum.
The Tithe Rent charge apportioned upon this Farm in 1843
is £44.0.6.
The Average Parochial Rates for the periods above named,
were the same as there stated.
This Farm was valued in 1825 when Mr Thomas Berry was
the Occupier at £179.12.1 exclusive of all Rates Tithes Taxes
and Insurance.

New Barn Farm formerly called Andelouse Farm. Mr Manuel
Widow Tenant.
In 1825 When this Farm was valued the Parochial rates, were
the same as I have stated them to be on the preceding Farms.
The Tithes were £15 per annum
The Rent charge apportioned on this Farm in 1843 is
£22.16.5.
The Average of the Parochial Rates for the before named
periods, were the same on this Farm as on the preceding ones.
This Farm was valued in 1825 When Mr Thomas Berry was
the Occupier at £113.2.1. exclusive of all Rates, Tithes, Taxes
and Insurance.

The Woodwards Farm. Mr George Browning Tenant.
In 1825 When this Farm was valued the Parochial Rates were
the same as on the preceding Farms.
£ s d
The Tithes were
3. 18. 0 per annum
The Rent charge apportioned on this Farm in 1843 is
£3.2.10.
The Average of the Parochial rates for the beforementioned
periods were the same as on all the preceding Farms.
This Farm was valued in 1825 at £32.5.0. exclusive of all
Rates Tithes Taxes and Insurance.

This Estate is situated upon the range of Chalk Hills,
commonly denominated the back bone of Kent. The Farms
are exceedingly Hilly and a great portion of them Down
pasture. The soil of the vallies are of a moderate depth and
quality but the hills on each side are Chalk, and the surface
soil very thin, and at the extreme point of their heighth the soil
is entirely Chalk, and has when first Ploughed and Harrowed
down, the appearance of land covered with snow -- And this
observation applies to some part of the land in the vallies. The
Hilly nature of the land makes it both difficult and expensive
to Cultivate. A small portion of the Estate only is planted with
Hops – The high average of the Parochial Rates, added to the
mostly poor nature of the soil, will account for the apparent
low value per acre; at which these Farms were valued in 1825.
Not having been at any time called upon to value these Farms,
I have not made a minute Survey of them although I have
during the last eight years crossed over them on foot in every
direction – And as far as I have made observations upon the
thin nature and moderate productive quality of the soil they
will not in my opinion bear any considerable increase of Rent
at the present prices of Agricultural produce.
James Trumper
Southall 1 st February 1845
For T.B. Burbidge Esq.
Treasurer
St. Thomas’s Hospital
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19 th Feb. 1945

“The Treasurer and Almoners beg have to report to the Grand
Committee that the rental of the Hastingleigh Estate having
been brought under their notice and the annual amount of rent
received appearing small in comparison with the number of
acres. They have employed Mr Thompson of Saltwood near
Hythe, Surveyor, to survey and report upon the value of the
Estate; and his valuation and report (which are annexed)
making the Estate worth more than is at present received from
it, although at the same time he reports that some of the
buildings are in want of considerable repair which he
recommends that the Governors should be at the expence of
doing besides paying the Land Tax which at present the
Tenants pay. The report rendering an outlay of capital on the
part of the Hospital necessary the Treasurer and Almoners bey
leave to refer the subject to the Grand Committee.”
(LMA H1/ST/E56/7/6)

17 Mar. 1845

Thompson’s question-answer report (LMA H1/ST/E56/7/10):
Questions

Answers

A detailed report
of the value of
each Field

This I have added to my first report
herewith returned to you.
To facilitate my calculations of the Rent
I have not sectioned the perches when
under 20, and when 20 and upwards
have sectioned them quarters of an Acre.
The Annual value of each holding is put
upon the fields taking no notice of the
buildings as the buildings are necessary
for conveniently lodging the Tenant his
family and cattle and for making the soil
yield an annual profit, and cannot be
separated from the fields without making
them of less value, and therefore it
comes to the same thing whether
estimation is made in this way, or a
separate value put upon the buildings
and upon the Land.

The amount
requisite to carry
the proposal
improvements
into effect on
each farm

On the Court Lodge Farm
A new Cattle Shed @Cost
required
Coombe Grove Farm
A new Cattle Shed
New Barn Farm
An New Cattle Shed
New Roof to old one
New Piggeries

£ s d
65 0 0

74 - -

88 - -

I have calculated upon their buildings
being Brick and Tile Substantial and
good.
Those most in need are at New Barn –
next at Coomb Grove and last at the
Court Lodge Farm.
Those buildings would completely shut
out the north East Wind from the Yards
which at present cuts Through them and
makes it almost impossible for animals
to lodge in the yards in Cold weather.
I noticed that the South End of the barn
at New Barn Farm would soon want
repairing. The Timber and Rafters have
given way and will require new ones. It
is almost unsafe.
The cost will be about Thirty Pounds.
The Amount of
Rent that could
now be promised
for each Farm
without the
Governors
making the outlay
named in your
report.

In my last answer I stated what
improvements I thought ought to be
made at the different homesteads at same
time I am not proposing that Tenants
would not come forward and hire the
Farms at or nearly the rents I have
named without those extra building
being put up except at New Barn or the
Hospital allowing the usual proportion of
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expenses towards repairs on property of
this description and value. Viz 7½
percent on the Rental.
Is the estimated
Value of the
Woods clear of
the Rates
Surveying and
every other
Charge
If a Woodreeve is
requisite for the
the Protection of
the Woods?

And if so what
you would
consider a proper
Salary for him

Yes – Except wood reeves Salary

A woodreeve is requisite for the
protection of the woods, and at the time
of cutting to observe that nothing is cut
improperly and to keep the purchasers of
underwood firm to certain rules and
regulations usually made use of at sales
of Underwood.

For this duty alone
Five Pounds per annum.
Robert Thompson
Saltwood March 17 1845

12 Sept. 1845

Report on the Hastingleigh estates (LMA H1/ST/E56/7/26):
To the Worshipful The President Treasurer and Governors of
St Thomas’s Hospital
A Valuation and Report of an Estate situated on the several
Parishes of Hastingleigh, Wye, and Crundal in the County of
Kent belonging to the Governors of St Thomas’s Hospital.

Court Lodge Farm. Mr John Marshall Tenant
The Farm Homestead consists of a substantial Farm House,
Two Corn Barns, Cart Horse Stable for 8 Horses, Bullock and
Cow house for 6 Beasts, Waggon and Cart House, Brewhouse,
Oast house, Corn Granary, Well and Well house and Pigsties.
The above described buildings have thatched roofs excepting
that of the House which is Slated, and the Roofs of the
Brewhouse, Oast house and Corn Granary, which are partly
tiled and partly thatched.
The Farm consists of sundry Inclosures of Arable, Meadow,
Pasture, and Woodland containing respectively as hereunder
written Vizt.
Quantity
a
3

r
0

144

0

56
12
1
217

0
3
1
2

Description

Value
per
Acre

p
15

Site of the Farm
Homestead Garden &
small Orchard
1
Arable Land 6.3.0. of
which is planted with
Hops.
30
Meadow and Pasture
29
Woodland
24
Waste
19
Rental value of the Land
exclusive of the following
yearly payments made by
the Tenant
Land tax
Insurance
(The amount paid is unknown to me.)
Total

Annual Value
£

s

d

18/2

130

16

0

11/9
7/10
“

33
4
“
£ 168

0
10
“
6

0
6
“
6

4
“

2
“

2
“

8

8

…...
.…..

……. £ 172

This Farm is also liable to the payment of Great and Small
Tithes which average 4/6 per Acre, and to Parochial Rates
which are 5/6 making together 10/per Acre, which the Tenant
will pay in addition to the above Rental Value.
If £170 per annum including the sums paid for the Land tax
and Insurance of the Farm Homestead can be obtained for this
Farm, it will in my opinion be a full and fair Rent for it.
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Report on the state of the Land.
The Soil of the Arable Land is variable part of it being a
Strong Clay loam mixed with Chalk sand or flints and the
Subsoil Clay and part is a Chalk Loam Soil having a Chalk
rock for the subsoil. About 83 Acres of the Arable Land will
grow Turnips and may be cultivated under the 5 Course
system of Husbandry that is 1/5 of it being in Fallow every
year and the remainder of the Arable Land is cultivated under
the 4 Course system of Tillage being ¼ in whole fallow every
year. There are only 6.3.0. of the Arable Land in Hop
plantation being part of No. 4 called Glory Down field. The
Arable Land is in but a middling state of cultivation and no
part of it underdrained. The surface of it is hilly and
undulating although the ascent of the hills is not to steep as on
some other parts of the Estate. The Meadow land consists of
about 14 Acres and is fair productive sward land. The Down
pasture land containing 42 acres is high hilly ground and
uneven on the surface the sward is mostly poor and
unproductive. The soil is partly a strong loam and partly sand.
The subsoil is a rock of Chalk.

Report on the state of repair of the Farm Homestead.
The Farm House is a substantial brick built building with a
Slated roof and is in good repair having been built about 10
years ago. The remainder of the buildings comprising this
Farm Homestead are decayed and in a dilapidated state of
repair so much so that some of the buildings are now in danger
of falling down, and in fact none of them can be expected to
stand many years longer, and in my opinion are in such a
thorough state of decay, that, they cannot be substantially
repaired. Note … There are no Shelter Sheds for Cattle on
this Farm Homestead. The Timber fences which inclose the
Cattle Yards, are part of them in fair state of repair and other
parts of them are very much decayed and dilapidated. The
whole should be replaced with Flint Stone Walls.

Coombe Grove and Fanscombe Farms. Mr William Marshall
Tenant.
The Farm Homestead consists of an ancient Farm House and
an Oast house adjoining – 3 Corn Barns, Cart horse Stable for
8 Horses Bullock and Cowhouse, adjoining is a House for
Implements of Husbandry, 2 Small Stables, and adjoining is a
Chaise Cart House, Waggon and Cart House, Corn Granary,
and Pigsties, a Well House and Well. The Roofs of the House,
and Oast house, Cart house Stable and Corn Granary are tiled,
the Roofs of all the other buildings are thatched.
The Farm consists of Sundry Inclosures of Arable, Meadow,
Pasture, and Woodland containing respectively as follows
Vizt.
Quantity
a
r
p
4
1
38
191

1

30

206
16

1
1

35
22

410

3

5

Description

Value
per Acre

Site of the Homestead
Garden and Orchard
Arable land. 5.1.6. of which
is planted with Hops
Meadow and Down Pasture
Woodland ………………

11/0
6/8
6/9

Rental value of the land
exclusive of the following
yearly payments made by
the Tenant
Land tax ……
Insurance ……
Total

Annual Value
£
s
d
“
“
“
10
5
68
5

0

0

16
10

4
6

£179

6

10

3
2

1
0

6
6

£184

8

10

This Farm is in addition to the above sums liable to the
payment of great and small Tithes which average 2/3 per Acre
and to Parochial Rates which are 3/10 which make together
5/3 per Acre.
If this Farm be let at £185 per annum including the sums paid
for the Land tax and Insurance of the Farm Homestead from
Fire, it will in my opinion be a full and fair Rent for it.

Report on the State of the Land.
The soil of the Land is variable. Some part of it being a strong
loam and Chalk mixed, other parts of it a Clay soil mixed with
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Flints and Pebbles, another part of it is a Sandy soil. The
prevailing soil is a Chalk loam of a Shallow depth the surface
not being more than 7 inches above the Chalk rock. The
greatest part of the Arable land on this Farm may be cropped
under the 5 Course System of Husbandry – 1/5 th of it being
fallowed yearly for Turnips. The Clay Soil part is cultivated
under the 4 course system of Tillage 1/4th being in whole
fallow each year. Of the Arable land 5.1.6. are cultivated as
Hop Plantations being parts of No. 2 called Barn field and No.
15 called Lower Richard’s Dean field. The Arable land is in a
good State of Cultivation.
The excellent tillage and
Husbandry of this poor land is highly creditable to the Tenant
who is an active industrious young man. The general
formation of the surface of this land is very hilly and uneven.
The hills are many of them steep in their ascent which greatly
increase the draught necessary for the tillage of the land and
thereby considerably increases the expense of it. The only
level part of this land is in the hollows between the hills, and
which is comparatively but a small portion of the whole.
About 10 acres of the sward land may be called Meadow and
is fair productive grass land. The remainder about 196 acres is
Down Pasture land which is hilly, rough and uneven on the
surface of it and mostly poor and unproductive. The soil is
variable consisting of Sand Clay Flint and Chalk rock.

Report on the state of repair of the Farm Homestead.
The ancient Farm house is in tenantable repair and requires no
considerable outlay upon it. The other buildings comprising
this Farm Homestead are generally in a State of decay and are
in such a dilapidated state that many of them cannot be
substantially repaired and in my opinion they cannot be upheld
many more years.
Note. There are no Shelter Sheds for Cattle on this Farm
Homestead.
The Timber fences which inclose the Cattle Yards are part in
Tenantable repair but many of them are decayed. The whole
should be replaced with Flint Stone Walls.
Field Gates and Posts. Several are wanted on this Farm.

Aldelouse or New Barn Farm. Mrs E Manuel Tenant.
The Farm Homestead consists of a small Farm house a Corn
Barn, Cart Horse Stable for 5 Horses, Bullock and Cowhouse
for 4 Beasts, Waggon and Cart House and Pigsties. The Roof
of the House is Slated, the roofs of the other buildings are
Thatched.
The Farm consists of sundry Inclosurers of Arable, Meadow,
Pasture and Woodland containing respectively as hereunder
described Vizt.
Quantity
a
r

p

Description

0

2

7

65

0

17

121
19

2
0

8
24

0
206

0
2

38
14

Site of the Farm Homestead
and Garden …..
Arable land. 4.2.35 of it is
planted with Hops
Meadow and Pasture ………
Woodland …………………
Chalk pit. Waste …………
Rental value of the land
exclusive of the following
yearly payments made by
the Tenant
Land tax
Insurance
Total

Value
per
Acre

£

Annual Value
s
d

“

“

“

15/6

50

9

1

11/6
6/3

69
6

17
0

9
0

“
£126

“
6

“
10

2
1
£130

11
4
2

0
9
7

……..
……..

The Tenant has to pay in addition to the above sums, great and
small Tithes which average 2/3 per Acre, and Parochial Rates
which average 3/6 making together 5/9 per Acre.
The annual Rent of this Farm, I consider should be £125.0.0.
including the sums for Land tax and Insurance of the Farm
Homestead from Fire.

Report on the state of the Land.
Part of the soil is a sandy loam of a fair depth and part a strong
Loam soil, some parts of it are nearly approaching to a Clay
soil, the Subsoil of great part of the land is Chalk Rock.
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About one half of the Arable land will grow Turnips and
should be cultivated under the 5 Course System of Husbandry
that is 1/5th part of it being Fallowed in each year. And the
remainder of the Arable land should be cultivated under the 4
course system of Tillage 1/4th being in Fallow every year. The
quantity of Arable land cultivated in Hop Plantations is 4.2.35.
being parts of the fields lettered E and H. The whole of the
Arable land is in a low foul impoverished State of cultivation
and no part of it underdrained. The Meadow and Pastureland,
the soil of which is a Sandy loam and is in the same
impoverished condition as the Arable land. The surface of the
land is level with the exception of the Down Pasture and is
what is generally called Tableland being situated on the
summit of the Chalk hills. In consequence of the present state
and condition of the land it is doubtful whether the Rent I have
put on it may be obtained.

Report on the state of the Farm Homestead.
The Farm House is brick built and the roof slated, and has
been built about 20 years but is fast approaching decay in
consequence of its having been built with very inferior
materials.
The Barn and other buildings comprising this Homestead are
in the same decayed and dilapidated state of repair as the other
Farm Homesteads are described to be.
Note. There are no Shelter Sheds for Cattle on this Farm
Homestead.
The Timber fences which inclose these Premises are nearly all
worn out and should be replaced with Flint Stone Walls. The
Field Gates and Posts. Some are also wanted on this Farm.
The situation of the Farm Homestead is inconvenient and is
too small and confined for the beneficial occupation of the
Land.

Smeed’s or Woodwards Farm. George Browning Tenant.
This Farm consists of several Inclosurers of Meadow and
Pasture land containing as follows.
a
0
41
42

Quantity
r
p
3
3
3

30
19
9

Description

Site of Homestead
Meadow and Pasture Land …
Rental value of the land
exclusive of the following
yearly payments made by
the Tenant
Land tax
Insurance
Total

Value
per
Acre
14/4

……
……
……

Annual Value
£
s
d
“
30
£30

0
“
£30

“
0
0

“
0
0

10
“
10

6
“
6

The Tenant has to pay on addition to the above sums great and
small Tithes which average 1/6 per Acre and the Parochial
Rates which average 3/10 making together 5/4 per Acre.
About 12 acres of this land are old sward and of fair
productive quality the remainder being nearly 30 acres is new
lay and may be termed Pasture land the greatest part of it
being Poor thin sward.
The present Rent of £30 is in my opinion the full value of this
Land.
The Messuage or Cottage let with this land is in want of
considerable repairs both externally and internally. The
Thatch on the roof is quite worn out.

Remarks.
The situation of this Estate is on the range of Chalk hills
commonly denominated the backbone of the County of Kent.
Some of the Farms are exceedingly hilly and a great portion of
them Down Pasture. The Hilly nature of the greatest part of
the Arable Sand makes it difficult and expensive to cultivate.
A very small portion only of the estate is planted with hops.
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The nearest market town is Ashford which is about 6 miles
distant from the Estate.
The strong parts of this Estate would be much improved by
being underdrained that is where the strong loam and clay on
the prevailing soils of the Arable Lands and they would
thereby be rendered considerably more productive.
The Meadow and Pasture land where the soil requires it would
also be much improved by being underdrained.
The Farm Homesteads should be put into a thorough state of
repair and sufficient Shelter Sheds for the Cattle usually kept
on each Farm should be erected to lodge them in during the
Winter Season.
To ascertain the outlay required which will unavoidably be a
considerable one. I respectfully suggest to the Committee to
order an experienced Surveyor of Buildings to make a
Specification and Estimate of the cost of the work necessary to
be done on each Farm Homestead.
James Trumper
Southall 12 th September 1845.
To T.B. Burbidge Esq.
Treasurer
3 April 1846

Report on a View of the estates by the Treasurer, Receiver,
Surveyor and one of the Governors. (LMA H1/ST/E56/8/8):

Report of the View of the Hastingleigh Estate.
April 3 rd 1846.
The Treasurer and Mr William Pott accompanied by the
Receiver and Mr Trumper the land Surveyor to the Hospital
viewed the Estate at Hastingleigh in Kent.
The first portion of the property which they visited was
Aldelouse or New Barn Farm in the occupation of Mrs
Elizabeth Manuel a widow – This Farm consists of 206 acres
of which 65 acres are arable. It is capable of much

improvement by under-draining and chalking but in
consequence of the extremely limited means of the present
Tenant the cultivation of this land has been greatly neglected.
The Farm Homestead is inconveniently situated being placed
upon the extremity of the farm and in a very exposed situation.
The Dwelling House which may properly be turned a Cottage
has been built about 20 Years, but evidently of very inferior
materials and is unsuitably small for a Farm House. The
outbuildings consisting of Corn Barn, Stable, Cow House,
Cart shed and Pigsties, as described by Mr Trumper in his
Report of September last, are Timber and thatch erections in a
very unsound and decayed condition. In the Paddock
adjoining the Homestead there are a number of Pollards (about
150) which the Treasurer sold to George Browning the
Woodward at 4/ each and which he agreed to remove and grub
up between this and Michaelmas next.

Court Lodge Farm.
After leaving New Barn Farm they proceeded to Court Lodge
Farm, now occupied by the two Sons of the late Mr John
Marshall the former Tenant. – This Farm consists of 217
acres, 144 acres of which are arable and is equally well
adapted for improvement as the land of New Barn Farm. The
Homestead is situated in the valley close by the Parish Church
of Hastingleigh. This Farm House is a good Brick Building
very commodious and in a substantial and tenantable state of
repair but the Farm Buildings are old Thatch or Timber
Erections and all in a very decayed and dilapidated state.
Especially the Wheat Barn the underpinning of which is very
unsound and the side neat to the Pond much bulged and will
require immediate attention to prevent to falling down.

Woodwards Farm.
Next to Court Lodge Farm and adjoining the property
belonging to the Corporation of the Sons of the Clergy is
Woodwards Farm consisting of about 42 acres of Pasture Land
in the occupation of Mr George Browning the Woodward.
There is small thatched Cottage upon this Farm divided into
two lettings by the present Tenant which is considerably out of
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repair, chiefly the Roof, the weather boarding and weather
tiling which require mending and the Brick needs raking out
and pointing. The Treasurer directed Mr. Browning to
ascertain the cost of these repairs and to communicate the
result to the Receiver as soon as possible.

Coombe Grove Farm.
In the occupation of Mr William Marshall is the largest Farm
upon this Estate and consistes of 418 acres – 191 acres are
arable Land – The general formation of the surface of this
farm as stated by Mr Trumper is hilly and uneven and the soil
upon the high land light and chalky. The Homstead is situated
in a valley in the N.E. corner of the Estate, the two approaches
to which on the south and west sides are both very steep – The
Farm House is an old Building but at present in a tolerably
tenantable state of repairs – The out buildings like the others
upon this Estate generally are oldfashioned Wooden Erections,
partly tiled and partly thatched and in a ruinous and decayed
condition throughout – the Barns of which there are three, are
much larger than is necessary and the whole Farm Yard like
that of Court Lodge Farm occupies a considerably greater
space than is requisite.

The Woods.
Consisting of 110 Acres are held in hand and have upon an
average of the last Six Years produced £53-15-1 per annum
after deducting Rates Taxes and Expenses – The Timber and
Underwood are cut under the direction of Mr Trumper.

Remarks.
This Estate generally is capable of great improvement, but to
put the Farm Buildings into a thorough and complete state of
repair will involve a very considerable outlay – this, however
the Treasurer and Mr Pott agree in thinking would not be a
wise count for the Governors to adopt at the present time but
would recommend them to provide the Tenants with the
necessary rough materials to patch up the present Buildings so

that they may stand for a year or two until it is seen what
effect the measures now before Parliament are likely to
produce upon the Agriculture of the county and with this view
they have directed Mr Trumper to furnish in writing a list of
such repair as he deems to be absolutely required – at the same
time it appears to be Treasurer and Mr Pott that upon the
whole Estate the Buildings are much more extensive than is
necessary. They would likewise recommend that the proposed
increase of Rent upon the respective Farms as set forth in Mr
Trumper’s Report and Valuation of September last should take
effect from and after Michaelmas next.
The Treasurer and Mr Pott are strongly impressed with the
importance of viewing the Country property more frequently
than of late appears where been the practice, in order that the
requisite repairs naturally arising may from time to time he
attended to and thus prevent the whole of the Buildings from
falling into that decayed and dilapidated condition in which
they are at the present time upon the Hastingleigh Estate.
In addition to the foregoing remarks the Treasurer and Mr Pott
would take this opportunity of calling the attention of the
Committee to the fact that while upon the several Country
Estates timber has from time to time been cut down, there
does not appear for several years past to have been any Young
trees planted to keep up the supply, from which a serious
inconvenience may be felt at a future periods.
Richard Baggallay
William Pott
9 April 1846

Report on essential repairs (LMA H1/ST/E56/8/9):
To the Worshipful The Treasurer and Almoners Saint
Thomas’s Hospital.
Hastingleigh Estate – Kent. Report on the state of Repair of
the several Farm Homesteads and of work necessary to be
done immediately to prevent some of the Buildings from
falling down.
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Court Lodge Farm Homestead.
Wheat Barn

The bay at the East and should be properly
and securely shored up both outside and
inside. The framed Timber carcass of this
building is set on a low Flint built wall, the
foundation of which has given way at the
East end. Planks should be used in this case
as well as shoring Posts.

Barley Barn

The North end of this building is now shored
up, it should be examined and if found not
secure it should be made so.

Cart Horse
Stable
Bullock
House and
Cowhouse

These buildings are constructed with a
framed Timber built carcass set on a low
Flint built underpinning which is decayed,
consequently the South side of the building
had inclined considerably towards the North
side, and is much out of an upright position.
Shoring Posts should be placed on the North
side and Planks if necessary.
And if
practicable the building should be forced into
an upright position, and made secure from
falling.

Waggon and
Cart House

The Story Posts which support this building
are decayed at the bottom. They should be
pieced and properly spurred up. The Roof of
this building is sinking.

Brewhouse
and
Oast House

These buildings are shored up inside with
Story Posts and the sides held in with Iron
dogs.
They should be examined and
additional shoring Posts added on the outside
where found necessary.

Generally

The Flint built underpinnings of the
buildings herein before described and also
the Weatherboarding of the framed Timber
work should be examined and repaired where
necessary.

Coombe Grove Farm Homestead.
Wheat Barn

The underpinning of this building should be
examined and repaired where necessary and
also the Weatherboarding.

Barley and
Oat Barns

The Foundation of the underpinning of these
buildings should be examined and Repaired
where necessary and Story Posts placed
where the buildings are weak in the Timber
framed work from decay or otherwise.
The above mentioned buildings are
constructed with framed Timber built
carcasses set on low Flint or Brick-work
underpinnings. The Weather boarding of the
framed Timber work, should be examined
and repaired where necessary.

Waggon and
Cart House

Is a weak buildng and not right it should be
examined and spurs put to the Story Posts
where necessary.

Cart House
Stable,
Bullock and
Cowhouse

These buildings are in a decayed state. The
foundation of the underpinning should be
examined and repaired where necessary and
Story Posts placed where the buildings are
weak or have settled on either side. And the
Weatherboarding should also be repaired.
These buildings are constructed upon the
same Plan as the Barns.

Aldelose or New Barn Farm Homestead.
The Barn

The West end of this Barn should be well
and sufficiently shored up on the South side
to which this building inclines. The Roof has
been strengthened by the addition of a Purlin
and a Story Post inside. It should again be
examined and any additional work done to it

The Nineteenth Century 189
which may be found necessary to prevent it
from falling in. The underpinning should be
thoroughly
repaired
and
the
Weatherboarding also where necessary.

Remarks.
I have enumerated in the foregoing statement
such of the buildings on the respective Farm
Homesteads as are in the worst state of
Repair and which I conceive require
immediate attention. Some of them unless
they are properly and securely shored up will
probably ere long fall down.
I am Gentleman
Your most obedient Servant
James Trumper
Southall 9th April 1846.
To Richard Baggallay Esq.
Treasurer
9 April 1846

Report on timber (LMA H1/ST/E56/8/10):
To the Worshipful The Treasurer and Almoners
Saint Thomas’s Hospital.
Hastingleigh Kent. Oak Timber measured 4th September 1845.
No
Feet
7 Oak Trees containing
34 … In Block hole or Dean Sole Shaw
4 same
13 ½ … In Dean Sole Field Brow
7 same
59 ½ … In Haines Wood
4 same
29 ½ … In Further Haines Wood
22
Total … 136 ½
Which were disposed of in the following manner Vizt.
£ s d
3 Oak Trees containing
36 … for Sale at 1/6 per
foot naked …...
2. 14. 0
11 same
47 ½ … Assigned to Coombe Grove farm
for Repairs
4 same
23 ½ … To George Browning to make
Gates and Posts
4 same
29 ½ … same … Court Lodge Farm for
Repairs
22
Total … 136 ½
No Poles, cut down this Fall.

Underwood in Knatchells Wood.
The fall of Underwood in succession for cutting in 1865 is the
whole of the above Wood. It is of 12 Years growth, and sold I
am informed by the Wood bailiff last fall at £12 an Acre. This
fall I valued it at £15 which George Browning is willing to
give. The Quantity of the Wood can be ascertained by a
reference to the Map.
I am Gentleman
Your most obedient Servant
To Richard Baggallay Esq.
James Trumper
Treasurer
Southall 9th April 1846.
12 June 1847

Report on timber, etc. (LMA H1/ST/E56/9/11):

Hastingleigh. Oak Timber.
Statement of the number of Trees cut down in Culver Hill
Wood
No. 32 Trees.
This Timber is also small and short in length and of inferior
value as compared with large Timber. No. 14 trees will be
wanted for repairs at Coombe Grove Farm and No. 1 for a
Gate for George Browning. There will when this number of
Trees are taken for repairs remain but few for Sale.

Underwood in Culver Hill Wood.
This Fall of Underwood was cut last winter 1846 and in which
the above number of trees were cut down this Spring. I did
not see this fall of Underwood all the Oak timber being used
for repairs. I was not required to go to Hastingleigh last
Autumn. George Browning the Wood bailiff can give the
particulars of this Fall of Underwood Vizt Measure and Value.
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Underwood in Richard’s Wood and Towns Wood.
The fall of Underwood in succession for cutting next Winter
1847 is in the above named Woods. It is I suppose of the
same number of years growth as the former falls. I am
informed by the Wood bailiff George Browning that when cut
the previous fall it was sold for £12 an Acre. He considers
this fall is worth more per Acre.

New Barn Farm. Hastingleigh.
The terms and conditions of reletting this Farm relative to the
future cultivation and management of it I advise should be as
follows. That the tenant who takes it should sign an
Agreement to cultivate it according to the custom of
management and cropping of Land in that part of the county of
Kent and upon the most approved principles of Husbandry
practiced in that district. And to sign a Lease containing
covenants to that effect when called upon.
I am not prepared with sufficient information to particularise
the custom of cultivating Land at Hastingleigh and in the
neighborhood and I think it unnecessary to do so at the time of
reletting the Farm. In my opinion the above terms are quite
sufficient to bind the Tenant whose offer may be accepted to
every thing that is required.
I am Gentlemen
Your most obedient Servant
To Richard Baggally Esq.
James Trumper
Treasurer
Southall 12 th June 1847.
10 July 1847

View of Hastingleigh estates. Repairs satisfactory. Mr.
Sankey proposes exchange of 2 roods 25 perches of woodland
beside Back Wood for a triangular piece at the corner jutting
into his field.

24 Oct. 1848

Report on the cultivation of the farms at Hastingleigh
(LMA H1/ST/E56/11/60):

To the Worshipful The Treasurer and Almoners of St.
Thomas’s Hospital.
Hastingleigh Kent.
Agreeably to your instructions I have surveyed the state of
cultivation of the several Farms comprising this Estate Vizt.

The Court Lodge Farm. I found this Farm under proper
cultivation. The Arable Lands are clean and in good
condition.
There was no reasonable ground of complaint for the
incoming tenants to make against the outgoing tenant for any
breach of Covenant or custom of the County and if there had
been compensation would have been given them under an
Agreement entered into between the outgoing and incoming
Tenants by which each party appointed a valuer and in case of
their disagreeing they were empowered to appoint an Umpire
whose decisions was to be final.
Adelouse or New Barn Farm. These Farm I found in a very
different state from Court Lodge. It is quite the reverse of it in
every respect. The Arable Lands are for the most part Foul
improperly cultivated and under a bad state of management.
This system of bad cultivation arises from the want of
practical knowledge of Farming on the part of the Tenant Mr
Golder and not from the want of Capital or strength of Horses
or Labourers, for I am informed he employs more than the
customary strength of each And I must also do him the justice
to say he has purchased manure which is decidedly an act of
good husbandry and if it were put on land well cultivated
would also be a profitable one.

Coombe Grove and Farnscombe Farms. These Farms are in
the same good state of cultivation as they were when I valued
them in 1845. The management of these Farms of Poor land is
highly creditable to the Tenant.
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Smeeds or Woodwards Farm. There is out one piece of
Arable Land on his small Farm and that is in a good state of
cultivation.
I am Gentlement
Your obedient Servant
James Trumper
Southall 2nd October 1849.
To Richard Baggally Esq.
Treasurer
16 Nov. 1848

The Hospital and the Sankeys exchange Ham Shaw for part of
Backwood (LMA E66/26/2/30).

Here the Surveyor’s reports end, but the story is continued until 1879,
although in less detail, in the Hospital’s Country Estates Log Book. This
records such items as the granting of new leases, or payment for major
repairs.
The first entry for Coombe reveals further attempts to settle an equitable
rent.
“In the Charter. In the Parish of Hastingleigh, about 6 Miles from Ashford –
Contains 409 acres. – Let to William Marshall a Yearly Tenant. Rent £160 per
Annum.”

The Governors seem to have felt that the Surveyor’s suggested rent of
£214, a leap of over twenty five per cent, was too harsh:
“Notice sent to the Tenant that from and after Michaelmas 1846 the Rent would
be £200 per Annum.”

Even so, the effect of the notice was predictable:
“Tenant gave notice to leave at Michaelmas 1850.”

A battle then ensued which ended with the tenant staying on for a few
years more:
“The Farm was advertised to be let by Tender, but the only tender received was
one from the late tenant offer. £150 per annum for a ten years’ Lease – this
offer was not accepted, but the farm was let to him for 3 years at £160 per
annum.”

In 1855, a 14-year lease of Coombe was granted to Thomas Pye, and this
time the governors succeeded in raising the rent, to £230. Thomas Pye
also leased Little Coombe from the Hospital, and it seems unlikely that
he lived at Coombe Grove, since the 1861 Census shows it shared by two
families, the Chittendens and the Marshalls.
On 18 April 1857 the Sons of the Clergy Charity leased Little Combe to
John Burch for 8 yrs. at £80 p.a. (LMA deed E66/26/2/30).
In 1864, the 71 acres of Little Combe were added to the Hospital’s
holdings, assuming title from the Sons of the Clergy Charity by using the
residue of the estate of Rev. Robert Payne of Saltwood, who in 1753 had
gifted the same to St. Thomas’s (LMA abstract E66/26/2/31 to 33).
Thomas Pye’s lease expired in 1869, and a new lease was prepared for
the three farms, Coombe Grove, Little Coombe and Smeed’s.
“The farm of Little Coombe, Coombe Grove and Woodward’s Farm are let on
lease from Michs. 1869 to Mr John Rolfe for 14 years at £400 per ann. the
Govors. to erect 2 Cottages at a cost of £300. the tenant to pay an additional
Rent of £10 per Ann. in consideration of such outlay.”
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The cottages were never built, but instead the farm house at Coombe
Grove was enlarged: the initials “J.R.” appear on the wall to this day.
The rebuilding cost between £600 and £700: the estimate mentions “an
outlay of £677-5.” A note on payments made suggests that this estimate
was exceeded, though only slightly:
1871
“
1872

June 6
June 15
Feb 6

New House
“
“
“
“
Balance

£300
£200
£189-7

paid to H.B. Wilson
“
“
“
“

“

“

Figure 6.2. Rochester Castle and Cathedral in 1735. The
castle was in the hands of the Sancto Claro family in the
thirteenth century.

Figure 6.3.
The Wye Crown was cut into the chalk hillside of the former
Fanscombe down, land then part of the Wye College estate, on 12th June 1902,
to commemorate the coronation of King Edward VII. It was restored between
1991 and 1995.
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LANDOWNERS, OCCUPANTS
AND FARMS

St. Thomas’s is not the complete story of landownership and occupancy
in Hastingleigh. Over the years, the Hospital bought and sold land,
either conveying copyhold or selling freehold. Fortunately, for the time
period 1780-1831, the records of the Court of Quarter Sessions have
survived, including the annual Land Tax Assessments for Hastingleigh
over this timespan (original in Kent Archives. Microfilm at the
Genealogical Library in Salt Lake City). The Assessments, which also
established eligibility for voting, provide a more comprehensive view of
proprietorship and occupancy for all properties in Hastingleigh of 3 acres
of more. In 1780 we learn:
Proprietor
Rev Mr Simons
Rich. Sankey
“
“
“
Hospital
“
Rich. Sankey
Thos. Newport
Widow Fag
John Stickels
Thos Wilson
Paul Pilcher
Mr James Wells
Sir Brook Bridges
Wm. & Thos. Sharp
Wm. Deede Esq
Thos. Marshall
Sir John Honywood
The “airs” of Thos. Stickels

Occupier
himself
“
“
“
“
Thos. Kidder
Nich. & Thos. Swain
John Stickels
Wm. Philpott
Thos. Stickels
Thos. Oliver
Wm. Haywood
himself
Sir Tunbridge
George Legget
Thos. Hobday
John Clover
himself
Rich. Wood
John Ovenden

£
4
0
1
0
3
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
1
4
0
0
0
0
0
24

Assessed
s
00
16
08
08
08
00
04
08
00
00
04
08
08
00
12
08
08
12
04
04
00

d
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Putting together the fifty years of land tax records, we are able to
summarize the parish’s more complete set of properties, owners and
occupants as follows:
Property
COURT LODGE

Proprietor
St. Thomas’s Hosp.

Occupant
Thomas Kidder
John Marshall

Years
1780-1806
1807-1831

ALDELOSE (NEW
BARN) FARM

“

Thomas Kidder

1820-1825

Edward Pierson
Manuville

1826-1829
1830-1831

Nicholas & Thos. Swain
John Browning (under
tenant of Sir John
Honywood)
John Slaughter
John & Thomas Berry
John Marshall Jr.

1780-1794
1795-1809

Richard Sankey

himself

John Sankey
Samuel Sankey

himself
himself

1780, 1790,
1800
1810
1820, 1830

Richard Sankey

John Stickels

1780

“
John Sankey
Samuel Sankey
John Sankey

Thos. Stickels
“
John Over
“

1790, 1800
1810
1820
1830

Sir Brook Bridges

George Leggett

1780, 1790

“

Stephen Leggett

Sir Edward Knatchbull

“

1800, 1810,
1820
1830

Thomas Newport

William Philpott

George Newport
“
“

Humphrey Philpott
late Dennis
William Marshall

1780, 1790,
1800
1810
1820
1830

Paul Pilcher

himself

1780

COMBE FARM

SOUTH HILL
FARM

KINGSMILL
DOWN

BRABOURNE
DOWNS

CRABTREE
FARM

LYDDENDANE
FARM

“

1810-1817
1818-1829
1831
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Thos. Pilcher
“

Wm. Kingsland
Thos Kidder

1790
1800-1830

SMEED FARM

St Thomas’s Hosp.

George Browning

1820-1831

COLDBROW
FARM &
COTTAGE

Thos. Wilson

Wm. Hayward

1780

“

Richard Rolfe

Wm. Baldock

Wm. Mills

1790, 1800,
1810
1820, 1830

“

Wm & Thos. Sharp
Thos. Wilson
“
Wm. Baldock

Thos. Hobday
“
Richard Rolfe
Wm. Mills

1780
1790, 1800
1810
1820, 1830

STAPLE FARM

Mr. Wells
heirs of Jane Wells
Mr. Neal
Wm. Kingsland

Stephen Tunbridge
Richard Rolfe
“
himself

1780
1790
1800
1810, 1820,
1830

LEESE FARM

Wid. Page
Thos. Stickels
Thos. Stickels

Thos Stickels
Frances Pilcher
himself

1780
1790, 1800
1810, 1820,
1830

SWEET APPLE

John Stickels
Thos. Stickels
Thos. Stickels
“
Wid. Stickels

Thos. Oliver
John Kingsland
himself
Wid. Stickels
“

1780
1790, 1800
1810
1820
1830

HASHULL ST.
FARM

Sir John Honeywood

Richard Wood

1780, 1790

“
Thomas Stickels
“

Thomas Stickels
Thomas Stickels Jr.
himself

1800
1810
1820, 1830

John Sankey
Samuel Sankey
“

William Young
“
Thomas Sutton

1820
1830

Rev. Simons

himself

1780, 1790

Rev. Welfit

himself

1800-1830

SMITH’S FORGE

RECTORY &
GLEBE

In 1831, we find:
Proprietor

Occupier

Property

Hospital
“
“
“
“
“
Thos. Stickells
Sir Edw. Knatchbull
“
Wid. Stickalls
Mr Pilcher
“
Samuel Sankey
Rev. Dr. Welfort
Geo. Newport
John Sankey

John Marshall Jr.
“
Geo Browning
“
John Marshall Sr.
Manivil
himself
Charles Rolfe
Steph. Leggett
herself
Thos. Kidder
late wid. Pilcher
Sutton
late Rev. Deeds
Wm. Marshall
Mr. Over

Coomb Farm
land
“
Woodland
Court Lodge
New Barn
hs. & land
land
“
Hs. & land
“
“
Smith Forge
hs. & land
“
“

Exonerated
S. Sankey
“
“
“
“
Wm. Baldock
“
Wm. Kingsland

himself
“
“
“
“
Wm. Mills
“
himself

hs. & land
“
“
“
“
“
“
“

Assessed
£
s
6
6
6
6
12
8
12
8
4
12
12
8
4
4
6
16
4
16
4

3
1

1

1
11

d

8
8
16
8
8
8
8
4

There is no indication why Messrs Sankey, Baldock and Kingsland had
their land taxes exonerated.
In 1839 W. Williams prepared a map of the fields and farms in the parish
in preparation for the conversion of tithes to rents. There were fifteen
landowners in addition to St. Thomas’s Hospital and its Sons of the
Clergy charity. The proprietors owned 22 farms and a total of 35
properties, including 16 of less than 3 acres. With the acreages involved
they were:
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Landowners

Occupants

Property

Baldock, William
Henry

Mills, Arthur

Coldbrow Farm
(part)
Cottage
Staple Lees Farm
Hashull St. Farm
Mill Standard
Bowl Inn
Brabourne Downs

Browning, Martha
Honywood, Sir John
Hayward, Stephen
Knatchbull, Sir
Edward

Dodd, David
Browning, George
Hayward, James
Sankey, Richard
Himself
Gotts, Philip
Himself
Rolfe, Charles

Kingsland, David
Moon, Thomas
Newport, James
Pilcher, John
Sankey, Samuel Senr

Himself
Mills, John
Himself
Marshall, William
Sankey, Richard
Hayward, George
Kidder, Thomas
Sankey, Samuel
Junr
Godfrey, Robert &
others
Hayward, George
Sutton, Thomas
Conley, Henry

Sankey, John
Sanders, William
Stickells, George
Stickells, Thomas

St. Thomas’ Hospital

Charity Sons of the
Clergy

Waters, Thomas &
others
Taylor, William
Himself
Himself
Shard, John and
another
Marshall, John
Manuville,
Elizabeth
Marshall, William
Birchett and others
Browning, George
Themselves
Swinyard, John

Acreage*
A
R
P
20
20
5
15
2
160

2
2
1
1
1
1

3
17
33
8
3
32

14

3
1

1
4

20
2
19
1
23
274

3
3
1
1
1
3
-

3
16
20
39
35
1
6
10

-

2

-

Kingsmill Down
(part)
Smith’s Forge
Premises
Hashull St. Farm
(part)
Cottage

51

-

16

-

3

38

9

-

17

-

-

20

Cottage
Sweet Apple Farm
Leese Farm
Cottage

6
30
-

3
1
1

13
36
35
9

Court Lodge
New Barn Farm

214
206

3

22
36

Combe Grove Farm
House
Smeed Farm
Hospital Woods
Little Combe Farm

188
41
71
71

2
2
1

12
5
30
28
7

Round Wood
Bull Town Farm
(part)
Staple Farm
Cottage
White Hall Farm
Crabtree Farm
Garden
Pilcher’s Land
Levenden Farm
South Hill
Cottage

Prideaux, Reverend &
Glebe

Himself

Rectory

Marshall, William

Church Farm

Churchyard
Roads

1

-

4

22
19
1498

1
2
-

30
21
20

*The units of measurement are Acres, Roods and Perches:
40 Perches = 1 Rood
4 Roods
= 1 Acre

Of the total, St. Thomas’s Hospital remained in possession of 792 acres,
the Sankey family had acquired copyhold to 335 acres, and the 160-acre
Brabourne Downs remained in the possession of Brabourne Combe
manor. The remaining 212 acres were spread over 13 other owners and
20 properties.
We were able to digitize the map of fields, and the Terrier that
accompanied the maps enabled us to create a Geographic Information
System (GIS) that included information on the owners, occupants, use of
each field, and the farms to which each field belonged. Figure 7.1 maps
the fields and the uses of the land. The darkest shade is woodland, the
next is downland pasture, and the lightest shade is arable land. Maps of
the principal landownerships and of the principal units of occupancy
appear in Appendices 8 and 9. The individual maps and the 1839
ownership information provide the beginning point for a discussion of
each of the farm through to the year 2000.
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Figure 7.1. Land use in Hastingleigh in 1839.
The darkest shade is woodland, the next is
downland pasture, and the lightest is arable land.

Court Lodge Farm
The fields comprising Court Lodge Farm in 1839 were:
House & grounds
Orchard & pasture
Court Peak
Kings Mill Down
Mead meadows
“ “
Hurst Wood
Upper Lamb leese
Lower Lamb leese
Shaw
Goodishfield
The Four Acres
Church meadows
Westfield
Lin Wood
Tomlin’s meadow
Shaw & waste
Hamsland
“
“
“
Colver Hill
Emmett Field
“
Lower downs
“
“

A
1
1
9
25
6
3
8
11
24
9
4
3
9
3
3
1
2
1
1
11
30
1
25
6
210

R
1
2
3
3
3
2
2
2
3
3
1
3
3
2
3
3
3
2
3

P
30
36
5
7
4
1
15
28
5
24
31
9
26
23
10
24
34
5
23
27
15
3
25
30
1
2
3

In addition, St. Thomas’s Hospital maintained several areas of woodland
to meet the needs of its farms:
Haynes Wood
Richards Wood
Cunning Knowl
Hurst Wood
Haynes Wood

A
15
20
26
3
66

R
2
3
1
2
2

P
32
7
20
19
30
28
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Figure 7.2. Arthur
Marsh’s sketches of
Court Lodge.

Figure 7.3 maps these fields.
It is not known when the manor house was constructed, or by whom.
The earlier structure, which reputedly has both fifteenth century and
Tudor elements, was enclosed by red brick walls and a larger Georgian
roof in 1835. References to the older manor house appear from the
beginning of St. Thomas’s Hospital’s records in the mid-sixteenth

Figure 7.3. Court Lodge Farm and the
Hospital woodlands in 1839. The farm
area was virtually unchanged from 1689.
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century, from which time lessees were required to maintain a staff of 8
servants and provide hospitality to the Steward, Treasurer and Governors
of the Hospital when they visited (Appendix 5). The Courts Baron were
held in the upstairs front Sun Room, which had a large open fireplace.
This room was divided in the 1950s. Figure 7.2 provides views of the
property as it existed in the 1980s, as sketched by Arthur Marsh.
The Hospital’s lessees from 1553 to the 1890s are listed in Chapter 4.
As the nineteenth century drew to an end, Court Lodge Farm was readied
and offered for sale along with the Hospital’s other Hastingleigh
properties, Great and Little Combe, Staple Lees and New Barn Farms,
totaling 1,069 acres (Figure 7.4). The Valuation Survey of the farm
conducted in 1915 pursuant to The Finance (1909-1910) Act lists R.J.
Sankey of Queen Anne’s Mansions in London as the freehold owner and
Thos. Hogben as the occupant. Hogben was listed as the farmer by the
1901 census, and his brother William also resided at the farm with his
family. Richard John Sankey died in 1924.
In 1915 the farm had shrunk to 199 acres. The house was described as
brick, tile and slate, containing attics, 6 bedrooms and a boxroom, 2 front
rooms, sitting room, kitchen, washhouse, dairy, cellar & outside garden.
In addition, there was a range of 11 bayed stone slated open bullock
lodges; a stone, timber & slate cowhouse with 2 brick slated pig pounds,
plus a range of timber and tiled buildings comprising stabling for 9, a
stone, timber & tiled barn, a very large brick slated oast house “used
variously;” and a fowl house and pig pound. There also was a pair of
brick slated cottages containing 4 rooms, scullery and a brick and tile
bakehouse. The rental value was £1,980 (22 yearly payments of £90)
plus £15 for timber and £197 for sporting rights, for a total of £2,192,
less £718 in tithes and £50 to maintain footpaths, for a net market value
of £1425 [NOTE: This actually overvalued the home. The future streams
of rents and outlays were not depreciated to allow for inflation.]
In 1925 the Forge family acquired the property (Figure 7.5), moving
there from Cold Blow/Brow Farm, and principally farming sheep. The
last hops had been grown on the farm in the 1890s. S.W. Forge was the
first to plough the 38-acre Upper and Lower Lamb Lees. He reported
“masses of shards of pottery and black patches,” but no archaeological
investigation was undertaken.

Figure 7.4.

Sales notice for St. Thomas’s farms in Hastingleigh.
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Figure 7.5. Court Lodge Farm in the 1940s, when owned by the Forge family.

When the National Farm Survey was taken on 15 Jan. 1942, looking for
ways to increase food production during World War II, S.W. Forge still
farmed Court Lodge, which by then was 144 acres, plus the Lees in
Elmsted (renamed The Firs), totaling another 57 acres, and 60 acres at
Basque Close in Little Combe, where the house was occupied by his
mother-in-law. The Survey provides many details:
Percentage of area in which soil is

heavy
medium
light

Condition of farmhouse, buildings and roads was good.
The arable land was poor and the pasture only fair.

10
20
70

There was infestation with rabbits and moles, rooks and wood pigeons, other
birds and insects, and also with weeds, principally charlock and thistle.
There were seasonal shortages of water. The farmhouse had piped water, and
there was piping to ponds, but the farm buildings relied on rainfall to the roof.
The farm had no electricity.
There were two cottages let on service tenancy.
Management was given a “B” grade, due to “personal failings”: Forge “was a
grassland farmer, and lacked experience with arable.” … “The existing arable
crops are only fair. Charlock and thistle are prevalent. Has ploughed up 83
acres in the last two years and I consider that it is useless to order more to be
ploughed as he is not producing good crops on the present acreage. There is no
doubt that Rabbits are causing damage & he also complains of Rooks.”
The farm employed wholetime 2 males 21 and over, 1 male 18-21 and 1 male
under 18.
The acreage was used as follows:
Wheat 23½, barley 9, oats 16, mixed corn 3.
Potatoes 1, turnips & swedes 3, mangolds 2.
Kale 4, rape 4, flax 6.
Bare fallow 4½, mowed grass 10, grazing 114.
Livestock included 14 cattle and calves; 240 ewes, 5 rams, and 182 other sheep
and lambs; 16 pigs; 330 fowls; and 3 work horses.

From 1952 to 1977, Commander and Lady Mary Findlay farmed the
property organically. They reconstructed the house, dividing the Sun
Room and moving the main entrance to the back to make way for a farm
office. At various times they ran herds of Devon Red, Ayrshire and
pedigree Sussex cattle, plus sheep and pigs. With their passing, the
Lodge, outbuildings and land were divided into different ownerships. In
2000, Court Lodge was in the possession of the Verhoeven family and
the Court Lodge Cottages on Glory Lane were occupied by the Klatzkos.
The Oast House was converted to a house in 1990, and in 2000 was
occupied by the Charmain family.
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Coombe Farm
Coombe Farm was listed with the following fields in 1839:
House Yards Buildings
Comb Acre Meadow
Long Fowlers
Garden
Staple Lees
Comb Half Acre
Round Wood
Red Stone
Red Stone Shaws
Upper Down
Mill Down
Mill Down Wood
Lower Down
Shaw
Part of Bane Den
Part of Ditto
Upper Richards Den
Part of Crow Hill
Crow Hill Shaw
Crane Den
Downs
Bane Den Shaw
Bane Den
Mill Down
Barn Meadow
Garden
Colver Hill
Great Field
Many Weathers
Polesfield

A
3
1
2
12
3
3
8
8
3
3
3
2
6
5
18
18
5
8
56
4
2
188

R
1
3
1
2
2
2
1
3
3
3
3
2
3
1
2
1
3
2
1
3
2
2
1
1

P
37
31
23
29
1
8
25
16
21
26
32
18
20
6
23
2
24
6
34
21
11
14
20
5
18
30
38
30
9

Figure 7.6 maps the lands and compares them with the much more
extensive demesne of 1689.
The manor house is said to have been built in two phases, of which the
earlier now consists of very fragmentary stone remains in the lower end
to the north, and the later is the upper-end wing and hall of base-cruck
construction, built in the early fifteenth century. This later south parlour

Figure 7.6.
Combe Farm in 1839 (shaded area) compared with the extent
in 1689. The hachures include Combe properties sold or exchanged during
the eighteenth century including Fanscombe and Wye Downs. Staple, Staple
Lees and Cold Blow farms expanded to occupy the Combe lands between Wye
Downs and Little Combe.
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Figure 7.7.

Combe Manor.

wing survives, but a Georgian brick building was constructed on the site
of the earliest construction (Figure 7.7)
The lessees for the period of St. Thomas’s ownership (1563-1910) are
enumerated in Chapter 4. Samuel Viall was the farm manager in 1901.
When the farm was listed for sale along with Little Combe and Staple
Lees Farms, it was described as a “Homestead of Agricultural Buildings”
and land which “comprises several Enclosures of useful Arable and
Pasture interspersed with Well-placed Woodlands” (Figure 7.8). The
farm was said to “comprise a comfortable farm house, with a modern
wing, forming convenient shooting quarters, and contains the following
accommodation: - On the Ground Floor. – Entrance Hall, Three Sitting
Rooms, Kitchen, Scullery, Two Pantries, Dairy, Fitted Bath Room,
Office, W.C., Gun Room, Washhouse and Coal Store. In the Basement.
– Large dry Wine and Beer Cellars. On the First Floor, Approached by
Two Staircases – Six Good Bedrooms. Surrounding the House is a
Large and Pleasant Garden.”
The Sale Schedule listed the constituent fields and woodlands as:
House, Garden, and Orchard
Buildings and Yards
Barn Meadow
Colver Hill
Road, & c.
do.
Down
Red Field )
Bank by Road
Part of Great Coombe Field
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Hurst Wood
Long Dane
Many Weathers
Mill Down
Road, &c.

--Pasture
Arable
--Pasture
do.
do.
do.
do.
Arable
do.
Pasture
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Pasture
do.
do.
do.

A
2
1
5
8
0
0
4
47
0
0
6
16
0
6
10
0
23
3
0
3
4
1
0

R
0
3
2
2
3
0
3
0
3
3
3
2
2
3
0
0
0
0
0
1
2
3
3

P
30
16
10
30
18
35
30
30
28
20
22
6
8
8
28
30
0
39
24
14
7
32
7
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Mill Down
do.
Barn Den and Crane Den
Crow Hill
do.
do.
Upper Richards Den
do.
Hook’s Wood
do.
Barn Den and Crane Den
do.
do.
do.
Mill Down Wood
Shaw
do.
Brockhole
Amos Shaw
Round Wood
Staple Lees Down
Shaw
Robert Dane
Shaw
Collyerhill Wood
do.
do.
Hurst Wood
do.
Richards Wood
do.
Rough Nickoll Wood
do.
Towns Wood

do.
Arable
Pasture
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Wood
do.
Hops
do.
Pasture
do.
Wood
do.
do.
Arable
Wood
do.
Pasture
Wood
Pasture
Wood
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

16
8
28
0
0
17
2
8
0
10
1
4
0
14
4
0
0
3
3
3
29
0
7
0
5
27
16
1
8
21
3
10
0
0

2
2
2
0
1
3
0
3
0
1
0
0
2
1
0
3
3
3
1
1
2
1
3
2
0
0
1
0
1
1
2
3
1
1

19
4
9
31
25
6
39
6
17
10
3
24
17
35
4
21
3
25
23
32
17
13
10
6
22
2
16
20
5
4
23
32
22
35

A.

414

2

12

This increase in size over that of 1839 is accounted for by the inclusion
of more than 200 acres of woodland and downs.

Figure 7.8.

Sales announcement for Great & Little Combe & Staple Lees
farms.

Landowners, Occupants and Farms 217

At the National Valuation Survey of 1915, the market value in fee simple
was said to be £150 estimated rent x 25 years = £3,750 plus £245
sporting rights and £210 in timber, for a gross value of £4,205, less £640
in Tithe (£25.14.3 x 25) and £40 in footpath maintenance, leaving a net
value of £3,525. This was apportioned as land, 245 acres @£12 = £2940
less £680 = £2,260, and £1,265 to buildings, timber, etc.
When the National Farm Survey was taken in 1941, “Coombe Grove”
was farmed by H.A. Dive with the assistance of 1 male laborer and 1
“women and girls.” The farm was conveniently laid out, but all of the
soil was light and naturally poor: at best, 25 percent of the arable land
was “fair.” There were problems with rabbits and rooks, and some of the
fields had charlock and thistles.
The surveyor gave the farm
management the lowest “C” grade, reporting that “Dive is a weak farmer
on a poor farm. He was ill during a critical period in spring.” There also
was a separate smallholding, called Roberts Dane, owned by Miss F.A.
Vining – quality of soils and land fair – which was farmed by her “father
who is actually running the holding … [He] is old doing it as well as he
can.”
Soon after the survey, the farm was acquired by the Hudsons. Miss
Hudson set up the Coombegrove stud, which helped maintain the
Cleveland Bay breed during difficult years. Her notable product was the
colt Apollo (CB1857) in 1947.
Combe was purchased in 1973 by A.T. Stainton, who restored the manor
from the derelict state that had resulted from being unoccupied for six
years after the last Hudson resident passed away. Mr. Stainton was in
possession in 2000.

Aldelose (New Barn) Farm
Aldelose Farm was leased by St. Thomas’s Hospital in combination with
Court Lodge, and was farmed with it or by undertenants. In 1818, it was
in the tenancy of Thomas Kidder – Figure 6.1. John Marshall, his
brother-in-law, had succeeded his father, also Thomas Kidder, as lesseein-chief of Court Lodge in 1807. The 1818 map may be compared with
the farm of 1839 (Figure 7.9). A farmhouse was built by Kidder on the
foundations of the old manor house, which had disappeared long before

Figure 7.9. New Barn farm in 1839.
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Figure 7.10. Sketches of
New Barn farm house.

St. Thomas’s was granted the land (Figure 7.10). The Land Tax Returns
show Kidder in possession through 1825, although he had Thomas Berry
as a subtenant, after which he was succeeded by Edward Pierson. It is at
this time that the name New Barn replaces Aldelose in the records. What
Victorian wanted to live at the old pig pasture! In 1831 Pierson was
succeeded by “Manuvil.”

When the tithe map and survey were completed in 1839, Aldelose
included the following fields:
House & Yards
Great Mill Field
Little Mill Field
Barn Meadows
Downs Pasture
Ploughing Downs
Reeds Wood
Backs Field
Backs Field
Backs Field
“
Reeds Field
Backs Wood
Pole Tree Meadow
Shaw
Cow Leese
Little Meadows
“
Haynes
“
“
“
Park Meadow
Chalk Pit Field

A
1
18
12
5
38
15
6
8
2
11
11
9
11
5
13
2
2
3
1
2
1
6
11
201

R
1
2
2
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
3
3
2
2

P
10
22
25
19
8
18
23
17
35
8
7
38
33
36
8
26
32
29
35
9
5
24
1
26
4

Thereafter, the nineteenth century occupants were:
1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891

Elizabeth Manuville
William Cook
“
“
farmed with Court Lodge
Robert Marsh

On 29 October 1888, Robert Sutton sold his inventory and valuation at
the farm to Robert Marsh, who subsequently purchased and moved to
Smeed farm, although he still farmed New Barn in 1901. On 10 Oct.
1904, Marsh auctioned his stock, agricultural implements and tools at
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New Barn, choosing that time to move into the new farm house he had
constructed at Smeed. St. Thomas’s Hospital had advertised the farm for
sale in 1902 (Figure 7.4). It was purchased by R.J. Sankey, and when the
National Valuation Farm Survey was taken in 1915 it was occupied by
Wm. Edwards. The house was described as brick slated, with 4
bedrooms, 2 front rooms, kitchen, scullery and dairy cellar. There was a
brick and timber slated Oast with 1 kiln, 2 stone timber pig pounds, and a
brick & timber slated range of buildings containing lodge stabling for 5,
hay store, and cow lodge for 4, plus a barn, a bullock lodge, and a cow
lodge for 6. Rent was given at £90 x 22 = £1,980 plus £183 sporting
rights less Tithe £16 x 22 and footpath maintenance of £30 for a net
value of £1,781 apportioned to land (183 acres @£9 less tithe), £1,265,
and £515 to buildings, etc.
In 1940, the National Farm Survey reported that the farm had mediumquality land but that the condition of both the arable land and the
pastures was poor to bad, with rabbit problems. The owner, E. Phillips,
was said to “lack knowledge & ability” and all but 37 acres and the
farmstead were taken over by the K.W.A.E.C. in 1941. The balance was
taken over by the Committee in 1943.
Later, the farm was owned by Tom & Emmie Young. In the 1960s, Sir
Charles Jessel purchased the land (about 130 acres) and combined it into
the South Hill estates. The farm house was retained by the Youngs. In
2000 the farm house was occupied by the Collingwood family.

South Hill Farm
South Hill was one of the earliest Hastingleigh rentals, occupied by the
Halke/Haulk/Hawkes family – John in 1552, Richard in 1618 and
William in 1689. It became part of the Sankey estates after John Sankey
Jr. became the lessee of Hastingleigh Court Lodge and Aldelose 26 Feb.
1713/4. John Jr. and his son Richard built a home at South Hill (Figure
7.11), adjacent to St. Mary’s Rectory and the Tithe Barn, and it became
the principal residence of the Sankey family after Thomas Kidder
became the Court Lodge lessee in 1764. John Sankey had also acquired
Kingsmill Down Farm in 1749.
Richard Sankey died without heirs, and the property passed to his
nephew John’s son John in 1806 (the Sankey family tree is discussed in
Chapter 7). John, who added the Georgian front to the home, was
succeeded by his son Samuel, and Samuel by Samuel John, who died in
1877. His son Richard John preferred living in London, however. Thus,
when the 1881 census was taken, South Hill was the residence of one
George Bluckett, gent., and in 1891 by farm manager William File.
When Richard John died in 1924 the property was put up for sale
because his son and heir Graham had been killed while serving with the
British Army in India.
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Figure 7.11.

Views of South Hill.

By the time of the 1839 survey, the Sankeys had succeeded in expanding
the original 120 acres to a considerable property (Figure 7.12):
House Building Yard
Partridge Meadow
Partridge Wood
Old Meadows
Six Acres Meadows
Little Vipers
Great Vipers
Shepherd Hill
Shaw
Pimas Den Pasture
Shepherd Hill Shaw
Hopgarden
Flax field
Little Brown Town
Seven Acre Wood
Captain Dosher field
Seven Acres Meadows
Two Acres Meadows
Down Shaw
Upper Downs
Lower Downs
“ “
Linus Meadows
Qiln Field
Five Acre Field
Pond in Yard
Little Meadows
Wilderness Wood
Orchard
Bishops Farm
Hopgarden Field
Foords Meadow
English Wood
English Meadow
English Field
Green Ham
Ploughed Ham
Hops in Do.
Ham Wood
Shaw
Further Field
Seven Acres
Thirteen Acres
Yards & Garden

A
2
11
14
3
6
3
11
8
2
1
1
27
6
4
5
8
2
34
23
1
4
2
5
5
3
1
2
1
6
5
7
2
2
6
7
13
-

R
1
2
2
2
2
1
2
2
3
2
2
1
1
3
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
2
2
3
2
2
2

P
4
29
25
25
16
16
23
39
30
26
19
32
31
20
24
3
19
18
37
22
24
8
32
28
27
29
1
23
20
26
25
33
39
33
9
37
39
34
20
33
7
30
21
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Seven Yards
Wool Field
Planted Wood

Figure 7.12.

2
4
4
273

The Sankey Properties in 1839.

2

11
2
10
20

Figure 7.13.

South Hill Estate sale announcement.
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They continued with their acquisitions. When the South Hill estates
were sold in 1924 they included the principal farm with residence,
buildings and the 2 Slip Hill Cottages, 3 Bishop Cottages, The Old
Rectory and Tithe Barn (which date from the 16 th century), with
Bungalow and land; the gamekeeper’s residence, Viper’s Collage and
land; Kingsmill Down field; a 4-acre smallholding; the Sweet Apple
smallholding with cottage; Rose Cottage; Red (“Old Bowl”) Cottage; the
“Thatched Cottage;” and miscellaneous lands in adjacent parishes
(Figure 7.13). The sale emphasized both the agricultural and sporting
uses. Importantly, the Conditions of Sale stated that the sale was
“subject to all manorial rights, incidents of tenure, quit rents, tithe, land
tax and other outgoings, rights or quasi-rights of way, water, light, air,
support or drainage, and other easements (if any) charged on or
affecting the same, and to all tenancies and occupations.” The same
conditions applied to the sale of all St. Thomas’s demesne lands in
Hastingleigh (The full sales prospectus is in Appendix 10).
In 1901, South Hill was occupied by farm bailiff Charles Clark, the Old
Rectory by widow Elizabeth Norrington, Vipers Cottage by gamekeeper
Alfred Downes, Slip Hill by waggoner Henry Reeves, Bishops Cottages
by farm laborers Thomas and John Hayward, Sweet Apple by fruiterer
Stephen Lewis and Rose Cottage by widow Jane Mills and her waggoner
sons.
At the 1915 Farm Valuation Survey, South Hill was held freehold by R.J.
Sankey and still occupied by him. The house was described as brick and
tiled with dining and drawing rooms, hall, large kitchen and scullery,
dairy, cellars, 6 bedrooms, 2 attics, garden, and a range of stone slated
wood lodges and coal holes, a covered well and a small yard. There was
a brick and tiled 6 bayed cart lodge and trap house, stockyard, a large
stone tiled & timber tiled barn, calf lodge, bullock lodge and store, and
an old oast used as a granary. There was stabling for 4 and another for 4,
bullock lodge, fowl house and a covered yard. In addition, the farm had
a 3-bedroom cottage, two flint, brick, tile and slate 2-bedroom cottages,
and the 3-bedroom Vipers Cottage. Value was given as £125 rent less
£12.12 repairs and insurance and £3.8 land tax for £109 x 22 = £2398
plus £229 sporting rights and £160 timber less Tithes £32.10 x 22 and
footpaths £30, for a net value of £2,050 apportioned £1,083 to buildings
and £967 to land.

When the National Farm Survey was taken in 1941, South Hill was
owned by Dr. Meeneer of St. Leonards in Sussex and had been farmed
for two years by J. Sagar with 1 male and 1 female laborer. The farm
was said to be conveniently laid out on medium soils of fair quality. The
pastures were good and the arable was fair, and the only problem pests
were rooks. The surveyor editorialized “Much of this farm is on the side
of hills. Well farmed.”
In 1953 the property was purchased by Sir Charles Jessel, who renovated
the house, added landscape gardens, and with his son expanded the
estates to more than 1,200 acres, including many of the former Court
Lodge and Aldelose lands, Brabourne Downs, and much of the former
Brabourne Combe manor. New farm buildings were added, and in
addition to sheep there was a large Friesian Holstein herd. Sir Charles
was still in possession in 2000.
In that year, the Jessels also owned the renovated and extended Stoakes
Cottage and had reacquired Shepherd’s Hill Cottage (formerly Vipers
Cottage – occupied by Francis Mills in 1871, gamekeeper Edward
Begent in 1881 and Alfred Downs in 1891.) In 1924, the Slip Hill
Cottages were occupied by Thomas Else, the bailiff. In 2000 Cottage
No. 1 was occupied by the Young family and Cottage 2 by the Johnsons.
In A Time to Remember, Arthur Marsh writes:
“South Hill, after the Sankeys left, was owned by various families, and in 1953
by the present owner, Sir Charles Jessel. It was while he was altering and
restoring the house that a “priest hole” was discovered. It was a very small
room with no door or window and could only be entered through the roof space
and down into the room. If it was a “priest hole,” it makes the house older than
first supposed, but it is more likely to have been associated with smugglers.
Outside the house is a mounting stone, a reminder of our equestrian past.”
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Kingsmill Down Farm
The second of the major early Hastingleigh rentals was “Kingman,” later
called Kingsmill, Down, occupied by the Belling family at least from the
mid-sixteenth century – Christopher 1552, John 1601, Richard 1613. In
1616, it was held by Richard Searle (Appendix 4), and was later sold to
the Jacob family of Dover. In 1718 Robert Jacob rented two lots for 4s
8½d and 1s 8d, 3 hens and 1½ cocks (Appendix 7). There is an
Indenture of 6 March 1733 whereby David Ellis of Dover gent. and wife
Susanna, and Robert James of Dover Clerk, son of the said Susanna,
conveyed to Thomas Fagg of Dover gent. their moiety of Kingsmandown
Farm of 110 acres in H., Elmstead and Braborne (and other property in
St. Mary in the Marsh). Next we find the will of the Rev. Jacob Omer
proved 4 October 1749, referring to Kinsman Down Farm, 110 acres in
H., Elmstead and Braborne. A codicil dated 20 July 1749 refers to a
contract to sell the property to John Sankey for £600. The Sankeys were
still in possession through the 1840s, although they leased to subtenants,
respectively members of the Stickels family to 1820, and to John Over
and George Hayward thereafter.
At the 1839 survey, George Hayward was in occupancy of the farm, 51
acres of which were in Hastingleigh:
House Yard & buildings
Hammold Pasture
Little Kings Mill Down
Old Orchard
Barn Meadow
Part of Eleven Acres
Hops in Ditto
Eleven Acres Shaw
Seven Acres
Seven Acres Shaw
Part of Wood Meadows
Ten Acres Meadow

A
1
12
2
3
9
1
1
7
10

R
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
1

P
24
26
39
15
29
5
55
8
18
29
22
36

51

0

26

Figure 7.14.
The portion of Kingsmill Down farm within
Hastingleigh in 1839 (shaded area), and the extent of the
farm in 1941 (area within hachures).
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Figure 7.15.

Arthur Marsh’s sketch of the farmhouse.

Figure 7.14 and 7.15 provide a map and sketches of the farmhouse.
Successive nineteenth century censuses give the occupants as:
1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891

George Hayward
William Brice
John Hayward
James Browning
George Page
George Steeples

120 acres,
“
125 acres,
116 acres,

4 employees
3 “
4 “
3 “

In 1841, 30-year old Hayward, wife and 3 young children were aided by
5 house servants. At some time, ownership passed from the Sankeys to
the Honywoods, however, because in 1919 Reginald Rex Powell bought
the property from the Honywood estate. In 1901, Thomas Darling
farmed the property on his own account, one of the cottages was
occupied by clergyman Arthur Rawlins, and the other by farmer George
Stickells and his family.

In 1941, about half of the farm was located in Hastingleigh parish, and
the rest in Elmsted, according to the map prepared for the 1940-1943
National Farm Survey (Figure 7.14). Powell was rated as a class “A”
manager, working the land with two young men. The soils were one
quarter heavy, half medium and a quarter light, all of fair quality; the
arable was said to good and the pasture fair. The farm house had only
poor quality well water.
There were two cottages at the farm. In the 1881 census they were
occupied by agricultural laborers George Croucher and family and James
Holliday and family. One was in use in 1941 but both were unfit for use
in 1960.
John Powell was in occupancy in 2000.
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Little Combe Farm
Little Combe farm features early in the rentals of Combe manor:
“Litlecombe” was rented to William Prowde in the 1560s for 2s2d, along
with Harssole for 13d. In 1618 Nicholas Sawkins rented a messuage
there, as did Christopher Cock, and Thomas Rigden rented an adjacent
26 acres, also called Little Combe. The deed history for the 71 acres was
recounted in Chapter 4: Sawkins/Court/Knowles/Payne. This history can
be extended via deeds covering the second half of the eighteenth century:
28 Mar. 1764

Martha Payne of Hythe, widow, lease of Little Combe to Thomas
Nowers of Wye (Deed E66/26/2/21).

10 Sept. 1764

Martha Payne, lease of Little Combe, except timber, to William Jull of
Wye for £22 p.a. plus £5 per acre of pasture broken to till. William to
pay £20 for underwood and do repairs (Deed E66/26/2/22).

1 May 1767

Robert Tournay, exor of Robt. Payne, to Governors of the Charity for
the Relief of Poor Widows and Children of Clergyman (St. Thomas’s
Hospital), 70 acres of land etc. at Little Combe, plus other properties
mentioned in will of Robert Payne, 20 Sept. 1734. Payne’s legacy was
£1,068.15.0 in South Sea Annuities, for £263.15.4. (Deed E66/26/2/23
and 24).

When mapped by E.W.& E. Driver in 1810, Little Combe comprised 81
acres in Hastingleigh and Waltham. Figure 7.16 sketches the important
elements of the Driver map.
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The fields numbered in the map are:
Arable
A R
P
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

House,
outbuildings,
yard, etc.
West Field
Three Acres
Long Deane
Four Acres
Wood
Shortless
Sauls Hill
Middle Field
Do. Rough
Part of Eight
Acres
Other Part of Do.
Kitchen Shot
Do.
Engine Close
Neckles
Newland Wood
The Heel
Acres

Meadow &
Pasture
A R
P
1 2
13

2
6

0

30

7

3

0

8
5
2

0
1
0

20
11
20

4
3

0
0

22
10

4

2

24

41

1

17

3

A

Wood
R
P

33

2

2

0

1
4

3
0

35
10

2

0

39

4

1

30

3
23

1
0

23
23

0
1
0
1
0

0
2
1
2
3

13
14
18
31
9

0
0
0

0
3
1

38
32
0

0
0

0
2

38
7

0
9

3
0

17
7

16

2

29

A
1

Total
R
P
2
13

2
6
4
8
1
8
5
2
2
4

3
1
0
0
2
3
1
1
3
1

33
8
14
18
31
29
11
18
27
10

4
3
2
4
5
9
3
81

1
2
0
2
1
0
1
0

20
17
39
24
7
7
23
29

Figure 7.16 (opposite). Sketch of A.W. & E. Driver’s map of Little Coombe
Farm, a freehold estate in Hastingleigh and Waltham owned by the Sons of
the Clergy charity and in the occupancy of Edward Browning, 1810.

At the Tithe Survey of 1849 the occupant was John Swinnard. The fields
had been reorganized and the Hastingleigh part of the farm was
composed of:
House Yards Garden
Wood
Red field
Engine Close
part of Eight acres
Shaw
Middle field
Kitchen Shot
Orchard
Barn field
Shaw
Hop Garden
Shaw
Shortless
Waste field

A
7
3
4
3
17
2
6
1
6
11
3
73

R
3
3
3
1
3
1
3
2
2
1
1
1
2
0

P
13
11
20
4
39
13
26
30
9
6
2
26
39
14
14
26

The shaded area in the upper map of Figure 7.17 shows where these 71
acres were located. Swinnard’s lease was renewed for 12 years in 1843,
and the 1851 census reported him to be in residence there, a farmer of 70
acres, with 1 employee. In 1861, however, the tenant was a bailiff, John
White, who farmed 80 acres with 3 employees. In 1864, St. Thomas’s
Hospital purchased the farm from the charity, combining the lands with
these of Combe farm. When the 1871 census was taken, 4 separate
tenants occupied the farmhouse and cottages:
John Kirby
George Browning
Francis Castle
Stephen Hawkins

gamekeeper of woodland
owner of 8 acres
laborer
agric. laborer

Likewise in 1881, there were four tenants and families
John Kirby
George Browning
Thomas Browning
John Pilcher

gamekeeper
agric. laborer/George Sr. annuitant
agric. laborer
agric. laborer
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Figure 7.17.
Little Combe, Smeed and Staple Lees farms
in 1839 (shaded areas), and in 1941 (with heavy boundaries).

In 1891, there was only one listing:
Charles Prebble

agric. laborer

In 1901, two families occupied the house:
Richard Kennett farmer
Henry Smith
waggoner

Little Combe was among the Hospital properties offered for sale in 1903.
The details appear in Figure 7.18 and a sketch of the farmstead in Figure
7.19. To make the offering more attractive, field holdings had been
adjusted to increase the farm size to 129 acres, arranged in the more
compact fashion described by the heavy outline in Figure 7.17. The
boundaries come from the National Farm Survey conducted in 1941.
The expansion included the acreage previously called Staple Leys and
Little Staple, located in the northern half of the Woodward’s Farm and
the 26-acre farmstead with the long deed history recounted in Chapter 4
(let to William Smeed when the Hospital reacquired the land from Anne
Taylor).
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Figure 7.18.

Details of the sales offering of Little Combe farm in 1903.

Figure 7.19. The Little Combe
and Smeed farmsteads.

Little Combe was purchased, along with the 21 acre Staple Lees farm, by
Edward Westby Nunn, a London solicitor, who promptly resold it to
Donald MacDonald, a Hampstead minister. Lily Mary Taylor provided a
mortgage and Little Combe was let to George Kennett for £22, with the
shooting rights to Herbert Foster at £115 p.a. In 1905 MacDonald sold
to Joseph Fels, a London merchant, and in 1908 Fels sold to Harold
Masterman Collinson, gent., of Essex. Masterman sold 21 acres to
Robert Marsh in 1908 (see below, Smeed Farm). S.W. (Wallace) Forge
occupied Little Combe farm before moving to Hastingleigh Court Lodge
in 1925. In 1970 the farm buildings fell down. In 2000 the farm was
occupied by the Pell family. Forge’s mother-in-law put the brick front
on Basque Close, originally the gamekeeper’s cottage to Combe, which
had been included in the 1903 sale. In 1940 Basque, with 60 acres, was
managed by S.W. Forge with the help of two laborers. The house was
occupied by Mrs. Bliss. The 60 acres were described as consisting of
light soils, quality “bad.” Rabbits, rooks and bracken were problems,
and the barley crop had failed “owing to failure to apply lime. In other
respects management fair.” In 2000 it was occupied by the Hawke
family.
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Smeed Farm
The current Smeed Farm has its origins in a 5-acre property whose deed
history has been compiled by current occupant and Hastingleigh
historian Arthur Marsh:
Before 1545

Property of Richard Churchman of Elmsted

6 June 1546

John Enge of Hastingleigh to Thomas Bybbes (sic-Gybbes) of Stowting:
land of 3 acres called Three Corner Croft. Enge held this land of the
manor of Combe.

1560s …

Rental: Henry Gybbes, land formerly his father’s and Enge’s.

2 Feb. 1655

William Marten, weaver of Waltham, to Richard Wisdom, bricklayer of
Waltham, msq. of 5 acres adjacent to lands of Thomas Rigden and
William Sawkins.

3 Oct. 1660

Richard Wisdom to John Lilly, yeoman of Crundale, and Joan May,
“virgin daughter of Robert May, a yeoman of Crundale, dec.”

26 Sept 1741

Estate of George Lilly, late of Stelling, bachelor, to his brother William
Lilly.

3 Oct. 1743

Thomas Lilly, son of George Lilly husbandman of Sellindge dec. to his
brother William Lilly of Elmsted, his half share of Little Combe – 5
acres etc.

17 Oct. 1748

William Lilly to James Daniel, husbandman of Elmsted.

11 Oct. 1808

Francis Daniel, gent., of Knowle House, Chudleigh, Devon and Anne
Daniel wid. of Francis Daniel, dec. to Thomas Pain, yeoman of Wye.

16 Jan. 1810

Thomas and Anne Norris of Waltham and John Elliott, watchmaker of
Ashford, 2½ acres to Thomas Pain adj. to land occupied by Thomas
Kidder.

10 Oct. 1811

Thomas Pain and John Vinset his trustee to George Browning of Little
Combe and John Elliott, land occupied by Thomas Lilly, then Francis
Wood, then Nicholas Swaine, now Thomas Pain.

17 July 1819

Probate of the will of George Browning, yeoman of H., dec. Property to
wife Martha Browning for life, then to his son George Browning

When the Tithe Survey was taken in 1839, the smallholding was called
“Staple Leys,” owned by Martha Browning, occupied by George
Browning, and comprising 5 acres:
House and Garden
Acre field
Upper Meadow
Hopgarden

A
2
1
5

R
2
3
1
2
2

P
27
33
12
25
17

This farm occupies the small dotted area in the middle map of Figure
7.17.
The subsequent deed history is:
4 Oct. 1847

John Elliott of Ashford and Stephen Leggett of Brabourne to George
Browning, a messuage (formerly two messuages) and 8 acres.

5 Oct. 1847

George Browning rec. mortgage from Thomas Glover, gent., of
Canterbury.

4 Oct. 1847

(date of will) George Browning left his estate to his friends Edward
Sutton and Stoddard Fagg.

11 Oct. 1887

Edward Sutton and Stoddard Fagg to George Mills:
A messuage, cowhouse, piggeries, barn, wood lodge and 5 acres 2
roods 17 perches of land known as Smeed or Staple Lees Farm in
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Hastingleigh and land, pasture and plantation partly in Hastingleigh
and Wye adjoining the High Road leading from New Barn to Waltham
of 2 acres 2 roods known as Hop Garden Meadow.
23 Jan. 1888

George Mills rec. mortgage from Edward Williams.

20 Aug. 1895/
11 Oct. 1895

The property was auctioned and purchased by Robert Marsh of New
Barn Farm, Hastingleigh, for £225, from John Leslie Toke of Ashford
and Charles Wheler of Ottenden.

1904

Robert Marsh replaced old cottage with new farm house.

Arthur Marsh’s sketch of the farm house appears in Figure 7.19.
Subsequently we learn:
1908

Robert Marsh adds 21 acres, purchased from Harold Masterman
Collinson, owner of Little Combe and Staple Lees. The description is:
Nackle Meadow
Newlands Wood
Part Shortlegs
Heals and Newlands
Part Nackle Meadow

5
3
3
8
-

1
3
2
-

23
37
12
24
28

Wye
Hastingleigh
do
do
do

9 Mar. 1926

Will of Robert Marsh, property divided among his children John,
Frederick and Annie.

27 Sept. 1937

Will of Frederick Marsh, property to wife Annie, then to sons Ronald
and Arthur.

The extent of the farm, as reported in the National Farm Survey of 1941,
is shown by the heavy dark boundary in Figure 7.17. The surveyor
recorded that the owner-farmer was F. Marsh, given a “B” grade because
he “lacks energy … Marsh needs an occasional visit to keep him on the
mark.” The farm contained 50:50 medium and light soils, of fair quality.
The arable was fair, as was most of the pasture. As part of the war effort,
Marsh was ordered to plough Nickell Meadow before 15 Nov. 1941 and
to sow it with wheat no later than 22 Nov. Later, bracken and thistles
were ordered to be eliminated in West Field in the summer of 1942.
Ronald Marsh was succeeded by the current occupant and farmer of 30
acres, Arthur Marsh.

Figure 7.20.

Sales prospectus for Staple Lees Farm.
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Staple Lees Farm
The current Staple Lees Farm (heavy boundary in the bottom map of
Figure 7.17) has its origins in a farm provided to the St. Thomas’s
Hospital woodward. In 1825, the Woodward’s Farm was described as
comprising the fields called Maiden Croft, Bushy Close, part of Staple,
Staple Leys, Little Staple, Little and Great Fowlers and Ermines. In
1839, called “Smeed Farm,” occupied by George Browning, it totaled 41
acres, comprising
House & Gardens
Fowlers Meadows
Little Staple
Part of Hopgarden
Bush Close
Bush Close
Maiden Croft
Plantation

A
13
7
8
3
6
41

R
2
2
3
1
1
2
0

P
23
38
39
34
16
6
38
36
30

This is the shaded area in Figure 7.17.
Through much of the rest of the nineteenth century, the farm – variously
called Staple Leese and Smeed House – was occupied by the woodward,
grazier George Browning. Gamekeeper Edwad Begent had succeeded
him by 1901. At the end of the century, it was readied for sale by St.
Thomas’s Hospital, however (Figure 7.20), and the northern half was
attached to Little Combe. The new Staple Lees was redefined as a
compact 21-acre unit including property that had, in 1689, been in the
possession of Edward Browning. For the next years, the sales history
combines with that of Little Combe: from the Hospital to Edward W.
Nunn to Donald Macdonald (let to P. Mills) to Joseph Fels to Harold M.
Collinson. In 1941, the National Farm Survey recorded J.T. Lockwood
as the owner-farmer, graded “A.” The soils were medium, and of fair
quality, with good arable and fair pasture. Lockwood also had “about 16
acres of grass on a grazing tenancy from Mrs. Graham, Zig Zag, Wye.”
Later, the property came into the possession of W.P. Graham. In 2000 it
was still in the Graham family’s possession.

The Hashull/Hassel/Hazel Street Farms
Located partly in Combe and partly in Wye, Crundale and Waltham is
the hamlet of Hersole or Hassell Steet. The first occasion it is named
separately in the Wye records is in a survey and rental of 5 Edward II
(1311). In the 1450 survey, the 26½ acre “Half Yoke” of Hersole owed
the services of 1 plough and 2½ averagia (carting services) to Wye
Manor. The details of the tenancies are:
Tenant
Robert Cosyne
“
Gilbert Bette
“
Thomasina Bette
“
“
William Serles
Thomas Fordred

Acreage
7
½
la.½r.
2
3a.1r.
½
½
1r.
1

Former tenants
John Bette
Gilbert Germann
John Bette
Gilbert Germann
John Bette
Gilbert Germann
Richard Combe
his father’s
John Bette

Details
Petdane
“
the Down
the Down
Petdane
the Herst
“
“

At each the four main feast days, the Yoke owed an additional 7d.
The tenants’ names reappear in Hastingleigh history. Thomas Bette of
Fanscombe and William SerIes of Hersole were among the husbandmen
pardoned for participating in Jack Cade’s Kentish rebellion in 1450,
when Sir James Fiennes, who held Aldelose, was killed by the rebels.
There are several properties in the hamlet. A survey conducted for St.
Thomas’s Hospital in the 1560s tells us that William Prowde rented “the
tenement and lands called Harssole” for 13d, plus Little Combe for 2/2,
but a 1616 survey reports that several tenants rented in “a village called
Harsall”:
Humphrey
Philpott
John Pilcher
Edward Marshall
Nicholas Sawkins
Edward Birch

tenement and 24 acres “anciently called Burbitts and was sometime
the land of Betts.”
messuage and 24 acres.
messuage and 2 parcels called Plaistoole.
tenement and 5 parcels in the occupation of John Paine the elder.
tenement and 9 acres.
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The Bette/Philpott property is now Hazel Tree Farm and the Birch
tenement is Hazelgrove Cottage in Crundale.
Several deeds concerning the property called Plaistoole or Playstoole
have survived:
3 Mar. 1714

Alexander Ensett bequeathed the messuage called Playstoole, barns
etc. and 7 acres at “Hastole Street” in Waltham, occupied by Daniel
Godden, to his cousin Thomas Hooke and his wife Margaret.

8 Jan. 1717

Thomas & Mgt. Hooke to Richard Keeler.

28 June 1729

Richard Keeler beq. to his wife Elizabeth.

25 May 1749

The coheirs in gavelkind (i.e. equal shares) of Elizabeth Keeler –
James Curling of Stowting, Robert Curling of East Langden, James
Curling of Aythorne, John Curling of Aythorne, John Curling of
Swingfield, James Curling of Dover and Edward Curling of Dover –
to John Fagg, a cordwainer of Dover. Occup. by Richard Pott.

12 Feb. 1788

The coheirs in gavelkind of John Fagg – brothers William and
Matthew Fagg – in their wills of 9 Feb. 1793 and 16 Jan. 1805, left
to their heirs.

25 Aug. 1806

Releases by Fagg heirs. Occupier John Sherard.

9 Oct. 1807

John Fagg to Martha Blanchard, widow of Waltham. Occupiers,
formerly Richard Pott, then John Fagg and Henry Knowles, now
Thomas Norris.

These deeds are complemented by a dozen deeds, dated between 1365
and 1703, that now are archived in the British Library, relating to the
estates of the Brockman, later the Drake-Brockman, family of
Beachborough in Newington-next-Hythe. They deal in particular with
the property, now called Hazel Tree farm, that was the subject of a fine
early eighteenth-century map by T. Hogben (Figure 7.21). A sketch
taken of the map shows locations of houses by solid dots. The DrakeBrockman farm consisted of six properties along Hassell Street, labeled
A to G, plus an extensive area adjacent to the Earl of Winchelsea’s lands
in Waltham. The Hassell Street fields were:

Figure 7.21.
Sketch taken from T. Hogben’s early eighteenth century map of the
Hassle Street estate of Rev. Mr Ralph Drake Brockman in Hastingleigh and Waltham,
in the occupation of Hammond Keeler.
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A
A
B
C
D
E
F

House Barn Stables Yards & Gardn
Pear Tree Field
Green Field
The Gaggs
Park Field
The Stubs

3
5
5
5
2
23

R
2
2
2
2
2
3

P
15
21
30
20
20
37
23

Land around this estate was owned by Richard Sankey, widow Young,
and the Tournays. Plaistoole, located in Waltham, must have been the
cluster of properties located at the junction of Hassell Street and the track
to Wye.
When the Tithe Survey was taken in 1839, the Hastingleigh farm was in
two ownerships (Figure 7.22):
(a)

“Part of Hashall St. Farm,” owned by Sir John Honywood and occupied by
James Hayward, 15.1.33 acres, viz:
Yards Building
Old Meadow
Garden
Great field

A
1
13
15

R
2
1
1
1

P
22
1
24
26
33

(b) “Part of Hashall St. Farm,” owned by S. Sankey Sr. and occupied by H.
Conley, 9.0.17 acres, viz:
Crafts Meadow
Yard Plot
Yard Garden
Park field
Wood

2
4
1
9

1
2
1
2
-

36
20
3
26
12
17

In addition, Thomas Moon owned and occupied 9 parcels of land totaling
2.3.20 acres, called White Hall Farm (Figure 7.23).

Figure 7.22.
Above. The Hassell Street
farms in 1839. The Sankey farm is lined
and the Honywood farm is dotted. Below.
White Hall farm in 1839 (dotted area), and
its total extent in 1941 (heavy lines).

Figure 7.23.

The former Plaistoole.
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Figure 7.23.
White Hall farm in
Hastingleigh in 1839 (dotted area), and
its total extent in 1941 (heavy lines).

In 1841, James Hayward still occupied his portion of Hazel St. farm, as
he did through 1861. In 1871 John Laker was the occupant, and in 1881
Francis Mills. Richard Hayward had succeeded Conley on the other
section of the farm, and he remained in occupancy through 1891. Other
residents of the hamlet in 1891 were agricultural laborers James and
William Crutcher, stockman Joseph Reed, and George Moon, the
publican at Woodmans Farm. The Hazel St. farmstead had been built in
the fifteenth century (Figure 7.24). What later was called the Parish
farmhouse may well have been contemporaneous. Woodmans was
added in 1698, and for many years it was a public house.
The 1901 census provides these details:
(a)

In ecclesiastical parish of Hastingleigh
Hassle Street
Parish Farm

George Cook farmer
William Cobb farmer

(b) In ecclesiastical parish of Waltham
Woodmans Arms
Hassle Street
Hassle Street

Figure 7.24. Hazel
Tree farm house.

Jesse Cobb
hurdlemaker and publican
Mary Brenchley
widow and waggoner sons
Thomas Norris laborer
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At the National Valuation Survey of 1915, the Hassell St. farm was
owned by R.J. Sankey and occupied by G. Cook. It was described as
comprising a 3-bedroom brick and tile farm house with outbuildings
including wagon lodge, stables, bullock shed and barn. The area was
given as 45 acres 2 roods and the value, allowing for tithes, land taxes,
footpaths etc, was: site, £418; structures, £187 – total, £605.
Figure 7.25 compares the extent of Hazel Tree farm in 1839 with that of
1941. The National Farm Survey recorded that the Hazel, Grove and
Parish Farms, owned by the Gunton family of Peterborough, had been
operated for two years by C.J.R. Long, who was graded “B” because he

Figure 7.25. Hazel Tree farm:
combined extent in Hastingleigh
in 1839 (shaded area), and
boundaries in 1941 (heavy lines).

was “Hardworking, but lacks experience.” There was an array of soils,
of fair quality. The Guntons also owned a Hassell St. smallholding
occupied by laborer F. Richardson, who “rears calves on 2 cows” and
also “works for the Scott.” Woodmans Arms was owned by the Flint Co.
of Canterbury and run by G. Brenchley, who reared calves, worked for
another farmer, and also “keeps a Beer-house.”
Later, the farm was occupied by the Gambrills, Laurences and Langs,
and from 1959-2000 by the Gorell Barnes family. The second farm,
called the Parish Farmhouse, was occupied by the Boxer family in 2000.
The Parish Farm Barn became the residence of the Dunns after a
conversion in the 1990s. Woodmans was the residence of Gerald
Campion in 1980 and in 2000 of the Rainbirds.
Christine Gorell Barnes set down her recollections of her family
experiences at Hazel Tree Farm in a note to Roz Bacon:
“I came to live in Hastingleigh with my husband Mike and three little girls in
February 1959. Juliet was just 5 years old and the twins Caroline and Charlotte
were about to have their first birthday. The church and the village shop were
very much the centers of local life, and George Tappenden was the driving force
of he area. We were given a good welcome by the Tappendens who introduced
us to lots of people and we quickly entered into village life. At that time more
or less everybody in Hastingleigh was employed locally and mainly in
agriculture. It was unusual for Londoners to take up residence. Mike was a
freelance film writer and he found the peace of Hastingleigh ideal for writing
except, of course, when disturbed by his young children. In those days we had
barely heard of supermarkets. They only existed in the United States. We were
more than happy to do most of our shopping at Hastingleigh Stores. It was quite
extensive and, apart from food and wine, we were able to buy Wellington boots,
items of clothing, good china and really nice gifts. Claude Cooper made a
weekly delivery of groceries, milk came daily and several tradesmen called. We
had three more daughters, Luci, Becki and Sophie, and the girls all went to
Ashford School. When Gilbert Finch was rector (?) they were in the Sunday
School run by his wife and also in the church choir. The three youngest girls
were all christened in Hastingleigh church and Sophie by Peter Ford just before
he left the village.
Over the years we restored Hazel Tree to its original state, or as far as we could
do so. It was a big adventure as well as hard work because over the years
fireplaces had been boarded up, beams papered and painted. One of the most
exciting discoveries was an internal lattice window. The original part of the
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house was started in the 15 th Century and was, in fact, a small hall house. The
older children grew up scraping off old wallpaper – great fun! As he left for
London meetings, my husband often begged me not to start on another part of
the house as he was probably fighting a deadline at the time.
We were snowed in most winters in those early days and always kept “snowed
in supplies” in the larder. This was in the days before we all had freezers and
when we felt really cut off if we didn’t have fresh milk. We stored tinned food
and flour for bread making, and relied heavily on all the fruit and vegetables
which we bottled during the summer. The worst hardship was when we had
power cuts and this wasn’t confined to snowy times. Any storm would trigger a
cut and, as so many houses were only gradually being connected to electricity,
we often had to live without ours while this was being done. The winter of
1962/3 was a very severe one, and Becky was a baby at the time. Mike was the
village representative on the Rural District Council and it was one of his duties
to telephone the Ashford schools if conditions on the Downs were becoming bad
and the children should be brought home. There are two occasions which stick
out in my memory. One was when Mike had collected the girls from Ashford
School and had no abandon the car at the bottom of Wye Hill. He and the girls
arrived home like snowmen clutching bottles of milk and supplies! Another
time Julie came back on the school bus which couldn’t reach its usual stop near
us. She was dropped off in Bodsham and stayed the night with some of the
Lilley family.
We built an extension to the house in 1964 and became very entrenched in
village life.
After 1982 we started to run the house as a business. The stable was turned into
a “studio” where we had courses in all sorts of crafts as well as cookery. We
also started doing bed and breakfast and found that there was a need for this in
the area – with English people going across to France and Continentals coming
to England. Sophie has just left home for college and I had five “paying quests”
staying in the house on the night of the 1987 storm. We had extensive damage
to the roof of the house and to the barn and a car was smashed. And like most
people around us we had no electricity or telephone for about a week. The lane
was blocked by fallen trees and Wye Hill impassable. The “blitz spirit” was
revived in my guests and they kept warm by a huge log fire, meals were cooked
on my old solid fuel Aga and eaten by candelight. The barn needed either to be
rebuilt or demolished. I chose the former and gained planning permission for it
to be made into a cottage. Work started in1990 and it has been let ever since
then – either for winter lets or for holidaymakers.”

Crabtree Farm
Crabtree Farm has a long history as a separate tenancy. The farmhouse
was built by Thomas Newport (1721-1803) and the original 16 acres are
clearly delineated on the 1818 survey of Aldelose farm (Figure 6.1). In
1718, it had been part of William Halke’s rental from the manor of
Hastingleigh (Appendix 7), as it had been of an older William Hawke in
1616, when the then-house was called Cox (Appendix 4). In 1563 the
lands were part of the holdings of John and Richard Halke (Appendix 2).
Thomas Newport rented the farm to William Philpott for the period
1780-1800, according to the Land Tax Records. He was succeeded by
his son George Newport, who rented to Hamphrey Philpott in 1810 and
to William Marshall in 1830. The record for 1820 is “late Dennis.”
At the 1839 survey, the farm comprised 19 acres:
House Yards Buildings
Crab tree arable
Long Meadow
Forge Meadow
House Field
Orchard with Pasture
Hopgarden
Wood Meadows
Shaw

A
4
1
3
3
2
2
-

R
1
3
3
2
3
-

P
24
37
21
10
36
26
26
29
11

19

1

20

Figure 7.26. Crabtree farm
house before restoration.
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The census reports the occupant families to have been:
1841-51
1861-81
1891-1901

William T. Marshall
John Wiles
Stoddart Fagg

farmer
farmer of 20 acres
farmer

Figure 7.26. Crabtree farm in 1839
(shaded area) and 1941 (heavy boundary).

Subsequently, the history of the property is:
1900-1920

-

John Stilwell. Sold to Reginald Coward. Reginald Coward sold to
Alf D Wood of Yockletts, Waltham

1921

-

Bought by Alf and Alice Wood. £750. Inherited by Doug Wood who
had a small herd and retailed milk round the villages. Milking parlour
in one storey barn adjoining house.

1982-1994

-

Mr A Harrison (craftsman) restored house.

1994

-

Roz and Chris Bacon incorporated the one storey barn and wooden
shed (blown down – restored after 1987 storm) into the house. They
occupied the farm in 2000.

Figure 7.27 also maps the extent of the farm in 1941, when A.D. Wood
was given an “A” rating by the National Farm Survey. He also rented
the 29-acre Leas (Lees) Farm, and ran the combined 62 acres with the
assistance of one laborer. Crabree’s medium soils were said to be of fair
quality, with good arable and fair pastures.
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Figure 7.28.
farm house.

Lyddendane

Lyddendane (Levendane) Farm
The farmstead now called Lyddendane was built by churchwarden
Thomas Pilcher c.1756 (Figure 7.28) at what had been de Lyuynden in
1292 and de Lyuenedane in 1327. In 1578 Levyn Dane was a rental of
Combe manor. Philippe Lewes was in arrears of rent for land formerly
Gregory Rands. Richard Dallye was in possession of the rental of what
was called “Levendane” from Aldelose manor in 1616, and Thomas
Skelton had one messuage there. On 15 Oct. 1623 there was a Deed of
Feoffment from John Skilton to Clement Court for one messuage called
Lidden Dane and two pieces of land of 2 acres in Hastingleigh, bounded
by the lands late of the Monastery of St. Augustine without the walls of
the City of Canterbury towards the east, to the lands of Christopher Daly
and to the Kings Street leading to Poll Croft towards the south, and to
Shrubbs Wood to the north. Other places mentioned were Western lease,
Broome Close and Barn Close (Centre for Kentish Studies U214, T153).
Both John Skelton and Clement Court appeared elsewhere in
Hastingleigh in Chapter 4.
The Pilchers were tenants of Combe manor in the sixteenth century and
their farm, also called Levendane in the earlier records, was owned and
occupied by Thomas Pilcher in 1689 and Paul Pilcher in 1780. Paul was
succeeded by another Thomas Pilcher, who owned the property through
1830. It was subleased to David Kingsland in 1790, but thereafter was
occupied by Thomas Kidder.
At the 1839 survey, when John Pilcher owned the land and Thomas
Kidder was still the occupant, the farm consisted of
House Yard Garden
Barn Plot
Gardenfield
Hayns Bank
Barnfield
Two acres

A
6
6
2

R
3
1
2
-

P
28
10
26
27
30
18

Six acres
Shaw
Shaw

6
23

1
2
1
3

28
9
30
6

See Figure 7.29, which also shows the extent of the farm in 1941. It is
clear that most of the farm was located outside Hastingleigh parish. The
Pilchers long owned rentals to the nearby manor of Ashenfield.
Nineteenth century censuses provide the following details of occupants
and the farm:
1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891

Thomas Kidder
“
Susannah Kidder
Marsha Woods
Robert Marsh
Thomas Darling

80 acres,
90 acres,
62 acres
63 acres

1 employee
4 employees

In 1901, Albert Roalfe was the farmer.
The 62-acre farm was owned by William Ford Kelcey and Julius Finn
Kelcey before 1920, from 1920 to 1934 by G. Croft, and in 1935 was
purchased by Dr Garlick of Canterbury. She had Jack Link manage the
farm for her, and built Lyddendane Cottage for him. In 1956 he bought
the Cottage with 4 acres, but in 2000 it was owned by Mr & Mrs
Chiverell Hills of The Firs – a house built in the 1970s. The farm was
purchased by a Dr Raye in 1958, B. Moorhead in 1980, and in 2000 was
occupied by the Hooper family.

Figure 7.29

Lyddendane (Leven Den) farm within Hastingleigh in 1839
(shaded area), and full extent in 1941 (heavy boundary).
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Figure 7.30.
farm house.

Cold Blow

Cold Blow (aka Cold Brow) Farm
The farm house at Cold Blow (Figure 7.30) evidently has sixteenth
century origins. The 1689 map shows it in possession of Thomas
Sharpe. The first systematic records we have of the farmstead and of an
accompanying cottage come from the 1780-1831 Land Tax Records,
however, where we learn:
1780
1790-1810
1820-1830

Proprietor
Thomas Wilson
“
Wm. Baldock

Occupant
Wm. Hayward
Richard Rolfe
Wm. Mills

1780
1790-1800
1810
1820-1830

Wm. & Thomas Sharpe
Thomas Wilson
“
Wm. Baldock

Thos Hobday
“
Richard Rolfe
Wm. Mills

At the 1839 survey, the farm consisted of:
Fore field
Garden
Garden
Fore field
Dodds field

A
15
1
2
20

R
1
2
3
0

P
33
30
2
29
1
15

See Figure 7.31. There are no nineteenth century census records for the
farm, and available records jump to 1949, revealing the considerable
extent beyond Hastingleigh parish, and to 1951, when Michael Bowes
(the owner in 2000) bought the property with 38 acres for £4,700. In
1998 volunteers planted 690m of hedge and fenced 390m on this farm at
the top of the North Downs, the majority along the North Downs Way.

Figure 7.31. Cold Blow farm
within Hastingleigh in 1839
(shaded area), and in 1941 (heavy
boundary).
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Staple Farm
Staple Farm dates from the eighteenth century. In 1689 it had been in
the possession of Thomas Sharpe, combined with Cold Blow. The Land
Tax Records 1780-1831 tell us:
1780
1790
1800
1810-30

Proprietor
Mrs Wells
heirs of Jane Wells
Mr Neal
William Kingsland

Occupant
Stephen Tunbridge
Richard Rolfe
“
himself

In 1839, owned and occupied by David Kingsland, the 20-acre
Hastingleigh farm consisted of:
House Yards Garden
Barn field
West Bean
House Plot
Brown Town

A
10
4
4
20

R
1
2
3
2
1
3

P
27
26
6
24
3

See Figure 7.32. Approximately half its extent lay beyond Hastingleigh
parish in 1941, according to the National Farm Survey.
The nineteenth century censuses reveal that the occupants were the
families of William Manuel Manuville in 1851, William Kingsland in
1861 (when Staple Cottage was vacant), Edward Sutton farming 43 acres
in 1871 and 1881 (Elizabeth Mills, receiving parochial relief, in the
Cottage in 1871), and Frederick Marsh in 1891. In the twentieth century
several families have lived there and farmed the property: Walter Brett in
1901, followed by Fishwick, Ashby, Foley, B.W. Leonard from 1932
through World War II, and Professor Waine of Wye College. The
occupants in 2000 were the Martindale family. The 1941 National Farm
Survey praised the wartime owner, B.W. Leonard, for his excellent
management: “This young man is capable of managing a larger area of
land.” The medium soils were of fair quality; the arable was good and
the pasture fair; and Leonard used 3 casual workers, 1 male and 2
female.

Figure 7.32.
Staple farm in 1839 (dotted area),
and in 1941 (heavy boundary).
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Figure 7.33.

Vigo farm house.

Vigo Farm
Vigo farm house reputedly has ship’s timbers from a vessel called The
Vigo in its structure (Figure 7.33). The farm does not appear as a distinct
entity in the records until the censuses 1861-1891, when George Stickels
farmed 50 acres there. In 1839 the land was owned by the Sankeys
(Appendix 8). They still owned the farm in 1915, when it was farmed by
John Marsh, who had succeeded Benjamin Reeves, the occupant in 1901.
The Valuation Survey reported a 3-bedroom farm house and brick slated
granary, cowhouse for 6, bullock shelter, barn, stable for 4, 5-bayed cart
shed, and a pig pound. Value was give as £38 rent less £3 repairs and
insurance and £5.9.9 Tithes, adjusted for sporting rights (£41) and
footpath maintenance (£10), over 22 years, to yield a net value of £680
apportioned £484 to land and £196 to structures.
Figure 7.34 shows the extent of the farm in 1941. The National Farm
Survey recorded G. Ogilvie as the owner, aided by one laborer. Soils
were medium to light, and of fair quality, but both the arable and pasture
lands were fair to poor and there were “too many thistles in place.”
Ogilvie was given a “B”: “This man is trying but needs nursing. His
farm has improved since I inspected it in the spring. Corn crops are fair
and organization of fields better. Progress has been made in cleaning
fallow field.”
Bill Cox was the owner in the 1950s. Sir Charles Jessel acquired the
approximately 80-acre farm c.1960, subsequently selling the farm house
to the Gardners, who were in possession in 2000. The land remained
part of the Jessel estates.

Figure 7.34.

Vigo farm in 1941.
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Leese Farm/Southview
Leese (Leas) Farm was in the possession of James Wood in 1689. A
century later, the Land Tax Records tell us:
1780
1790-1800
1810-1830

Proprietor
Wid. Page
Thos. Stickels
Thos. Stickels

Occupant
Thos Stickels
Frances Pilcher
himself

In the 1839 Survey, the farm comprised:
House Yard Barn
Hawks Den Meadow
Hawks Den Shaw
Upper Hawks Den
House Meadow
House Garden
Wood
The four acres
The eight acres
“ “
Little Den
Leven Den
West Meadow

A
3
3
1
4
3
4
2
1
3
30

R
1
1
2
3
3
3
2
2
3
1

P
11
32
10
1
36
28
20
9
1
24
31
10
22
35

See Figure 7.35, which compares its extent in 1839 with that of 1941.
Three of the lots were sold by Thomas Stickels to Edward Stickels as a
separate property on 10 March 1855:
Land called Westfield
Little Eaven Dane
Woodland called Little Eaven Dane Shaw

3
1

3
2
2

22
10
31

Edward Stickels, “a farmer late of Murton Farm near Canterbury but now
of Mayfield, Sussex” provided a mortgage on the property to James
Stickels of Harbledown 11 October, 1873, when it was occupied by

George Tappenden. On 13 Oct. 1873 James Stickels provided a
mortgage on it to Edward Pillow, a farmer of Harbledown, but on 13
March 1895 it was Miss Francis Mills who gave a mortgage to F. Hughes
Hallet, an Ashford lawyer, who in turn sold it to Arthur Mills of
Hastingleigh on 11 October 1901.

Figure 7.35.

Leese farm in 1839 (shaded area), and in
1941 (heavy boundary).
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Figure 7.36.

South View.

The principal farmstead, subsequently to be renamed Southview, was
constructed during the eighteenth century (Figure 7.36). The Stickels
family remained in residence in the nineteenth century, with Thomas
Stickels succeeded by his son Cubison. By 1891 Cubison Stickels had
been succeeded by his sister Frances Pibus. The main farm was let to
Cubison Tappenden, son of the grocer, and subsequently was purchased
by the Tappendens. In 1941, the owners of Leas Farm were Tappenden
and sons, and P. Sutton of North Elham, but it was farmed by A.D.
Wood of Crabtree. Soils were medium and of fair quality and both the
arable and pasture were fair, but Wood was given a resounding “C”
grade: he had “No incentive. Land has been neglected and [Wood] is
diffident about improving it … Mr Wood states that he does not intend to
keep this land if he can find any better. Therefore the land is not well
farmed. The fields are hilly. Field No. 232 a grass field should have a
dressing of basic slag, the ant hills removed & a crop of hay taken
in1942.”
In 2000 South view was occupied by artist and sculptor Davis.

Figure 7.37. Sweet Apple
Properties in 1839.
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Sweet Apple
Sweet Apple, located on Tamley Lane opposite Crabtree farm, also
appears in the Land Tax Records:
1780
1790-1800
1810
1820
1830

Proprietor
John Stickels
Thos. Stickels
“
“
wid. Stickels

Occupant
Thos. Oliver
John Kingsland
himself
wid. Stickels
“

The Stickels remained in residence when the Tithe Survey was taken in
1839, when the farm comprised:
House Buildings Garden
The Slip Meadow
Meadow
Old Meadow
Gittons Meadow
Garden
Acre Meadow

A
1
2
1
6

R
1
1
2
3
3

P
17
24
38
27
32
25
33
39

See Figure 7.37.
The census reveals that George Stickels occupied the property 1841-51,
but thereafter the land became part of the South Hill estates. In 1861 the
tenant was agricultural laborer William Hogben, and in 1881 Richard
Birchett. Stephen Lewis was in occupancy in 1901. It was sold as part
of the auction of South Hill in 1924 (Figure 7.13, supra), when it was
purchased by Edward Pilcher. Later occupants were Mr Yates, who led
chapel services, and the Aynsley family in the 1970s. The Gunns
occupied the property in 2000.

Other Properties in 1839
Several other properties appear on the 1839 tithe survey and map:
1.

Mill Standard

owned by Sir John Honywood and occupied by
Richard Sankey
A
R
P
Mill Standard
1
3 22
Shaw
1 26

2.

The Bowl

public house owned and operated by Stephen
Hayward
Garden
1

3.

Pt. of Brabourne Coombe
Farm
Note: The Centre for
Kentish Studies has a large
collection of unindexed
deeds and conveyances of
the “Manor of Coombe in
Brabourne and
Hastingleigh.” Names
involved include Scott of
Scott Hall, Duke of
Bedford, Grimston,
Pemberton, Brodnax,
Bridges, Leggett and
Knatchbull.

owned by Sir Edward Knatchbull,
(a) occupied by Philip Gotts (Figure 7.38)
Long 14 acres
14
Kneading Trough
10
“
15
Shaw
“
“
Round 14 acres
13
Part of 7 acres
1
Down
72
The new field
30

2
1
1
3
2
3
3

3

5
3
20
15
1
22
27
11
20
5

(b) retained by Sir Edward Knatchbull
Round Wood
3
1
(c) Part of Bull Town Farm, occ. by Charles Rolfe
(Figure 7.39)
Hilly Field
9
3 10
Waste
2 33
Shaw
3
3
1
4.

David Dodd on Coldbrow
Farm

cottage

-

2

3

5.

Thomas Moon

-

-

16

6.

James Newport of Crabtree

cottage occ. by John
Mills
garden
occ.
by
Richard Sankey

-

1

35
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Figure 7.38. Brabourne
Combe farm properpties
in 1839.

7.

Pilcher’s Land

owned by John Pilcher & occ. by George Hayward
cottage & garden
8
Nabs Croft
1
- 20
Garden
- 13

8.

South Hill Cottages

9.

Forge Premises

occ. by Robert Godfrey &
2
others
owned by Rich. Sankey & occ. by Thomas Sutton
cottage & garden
- 22
Forge meadow
3
Garden
- 16

10.

John Sankey Cottage

11.
12.

-

-

20

William Sanders Cottage

occ. by Thomas Waters &
others
occ. by William Taylor

-

-

13

Thomas Stickells Cottage

occ. by John Vain Shard

-

1

9

Figure 7.39 Portion of Bull Town farm within Hastingleigh in 1839 (shaded
area), and the extent of the farm in 1941 (heavy boundary).
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The Village in 1900
In 1900, the village of Hastingleigh was bounded by Vigo Farm to the
west, Crabtree Farm to the south and Leese Farm (Southview) to the east.
See Figure 7.40. At the core of the village, on “The Street,” were the
pub, The Bowl Inn, and the grocery store, The Shop, with its adjacent
residence, Cleveland (Figure 7.41).
The Bowl Inn was originally built by Thomas Newport, who also built
nearby Crabtree farm, but it was soon in the possession of the Sankeys
(willed by John Sankey in 1744, thence to Richard etc.). Samuel Sankey
leased the property to licensed victualler Stephen Hayward in the 1840s,
but in 1853 they sold it to George Ash. From 1861 to 1881, the publican
was Stoddard Fagg, who retired to Crabtree farm by 1891, succeeded as
publican by John Marsh, and in turn by John Mysted. In 1912 the
publican was a Mr Kerr, who also did business collecting eggs by van

Figure 7.40.

The Village in 1900.

and mule, selling in Ashford Market. By 1941, the Inn and Carpenter’s
Shop were owned by Ash & Co., the John Dane Brewery of Canterbury
and operated by Robt. Ken. The site was valued at £15 and the structures
at £885. In the 1980s the pub was in the hands of the Barretts, and the
Brookes were the licensees in 2000.

Figure 7.41. The Bowl
Inn and The Shop.

In 1841, the village grocer was John Mills, and in 1851 Edward Stickells.
In 1849, George Tappenden arrived in the village by bicycle. He rented
and subsequently bought Cleveland from Thomas Stickels of Leese farm.
George started a shop in the front kitchen of Cleveland, taking over the
grocery business from the Stickels and opening the general store that the
family ran for the next three generations. George was succeeded by his
son Edward and Edward by his son George, who was the active center of
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village life until he died in 1960. After the Tappendens, Cleveland was
owned by Peter and Roz Gooderham from 1973 to 1994, and from 1994
onward by Mrs Helen French. The old barn was destroyed when
Fairlawn (now occupied by the A. Barkaway family) was built in the
1960s.
After George Tappenden passed away, despite the efforts of the Newicks
in the 1970s, the general store’s business waned, although in 2000 Gary
and Tracey Block are attempting to keep it operating. The old
Bakehouse was converted into a separate residence (2000-Waters), as
was the adjacent eighteenth-century Tapp Cottage (2000-Chapman).
Likewise, the garage became a separate business (2000-Farr), and the
Bowl Field – Tappendens’ Land – was converted to residential use in the
1970s. Of the five houses, nos. 3, 4, and 5 have been occupied by the
same families since building (2000: 1-Philips, 2-Farnelly, 3-Kelly, 4Burrage, 5-Voigts).
The other properties in the village in 1900 were the Bishops Cottages,
west towards Vigo, and between Leese farm and Sweet Apple, Rose and
Myrtle Cottages, Red (now White) House, and Sycamore. The three
Bishops Cottages, Rose Cottage and Red House were all part of the
Sankey estate when it was sold in 1924 (Figure 7.16). The Bishops
Cottages were bought by Howard of Ashenfield for his employees
(Mills, Croucher, Hayward, Young), but they were purchased in the
1970s by Larry Brown, the garage proprietor. In 2000 they were
occupied by the Clarke family. Rose Cottage was purchased by Nan
Waystell and was subsequently occupied by the Blackfords, Chandlers,
Cobbs and in, in 2000, the Ethridges. The White House, formerly Red
House, and adjacent Myrtle Cottage, formerly Myrtlcot, the old Bowl Inn
village alehouse, were purchased by F. Mills in 1924, occupied by C.
Mills and R. Stocke, later by the Haywards and Hodgsons, and in 2000
by the Lawsons. Sycamore was the home of Claude and Connie Cooper,
who worked at Tappendens store from 1920-1958. In 2000 it is the
home of woodcarver and calligrapher Rust.

The Village of 2000
The village of 2000 has been filled out with a variety of new residences,
both within its 1900 limits and tucked into corners elsewhere in the
parish. Roz Bacon’s list of Hastingleigh homes c.2000 includes the
following, some of which are older cottages that have been renamed and
renovated:
Property

Built

Badgers
Beckets Close

late 60s
originally 1950s
Council housing

Beriscott
Boundary Cottage
Brambledown
Briars
Crab Apple
Cherry Tree
Elmleigh
Folly Cottage
Follytown
Folly Town Cottage
Gilton Oaks
Hawksdene
Hazelgrove
Hurst House
Lees Cottage
Moonraker
Moorlands
Penang Lodge (Hassell St.)

60s
60
60s
90s
60s
80
20
50
63
20
?
70s
?
?
91
50s

Occupant
in 2000
Senior
1 Cleveland-Relton
2 Turrell and Buckle
3 Southern
4 Hollands
5 Young
6 Collins
7 Vane
8 Hoare
9 Martin
10 Potter
11 Carter and Keeler
12 Phillips
13 White
14 Coulon
15 Coker and Link
16 Scott
Gardner
Homer
Hewes
Block
Cerias
Nixon
Bartlett
Skeet
1. Boxall
2. Panley
Dives and Little
Mose
Gordon
Sage
Smith
Reynoldson
Possniker
Willis
David Gambier-Reeks
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Pilgrims
Primrose Cottage
Rayshaley
Sideways
Stoky’s Gate
Stone Cottage
Tamley Cottage
Treestumps
Trefula
Weldene
Westdown
Westford
Woodside

60s
?
60s
70s
62
1900
20s
60s
60s
60
50s
80s
?

Day
Baker
Helmer
Clarke
Bowes
Fowler
Trevor Wye
Ball
Mike Spoor
Young
Paciorela
Newick
Nichol

Figure 7.42.

Figure 7.43.

Canterbury Cathedral

Dover Castle – late 19 th Century
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8

POPULATION HISTORY AND
SOME LEADING FAMILIES

Many names move in and out of the Hastingleigh records in the years
following the Conquest. For the first five centuries, they are principally
the names of the larger landholders. It is axiomatic among genealogists
that before Henry VIII broke with Rome and the new English church
began to keep Parish Registers in the second half of the sixteenth
century, it is necessary to have ancestors who were at least among the
landed gentry if they are to be traced. Land holding required Inquisitions
Post Mortem and, later, wills, to ensure proper succession, and it is in
such documents that one finds names. Commoners’ lives were seldom
recorded. Only rarely do we find records, such as when a number of men
from Wye and Hastingleigh were pardoned for participating in “the
tanner of Ashford” Jack Cade’s Kentish rebellion against the government
of King Henry VI in 1450. Among the yeomen pardoned for
participating in this small property holders’ protest against high taxes and
prices were Robert Mertyn, John Rose, William London, Thomas Bylick
and John Ourle, along with husbandmen Richard Berbet, William Serles
Sr. and Jr., Stephen Mathew and Thomas Bette. (William Durrant
Cooper, “Jack Cade’s followers in Kent,” Archaeologia Cantiana VII,
1866-7, 233-71). The Martins, Betts and Berbets all held land in the
Combe area, and the Searles held from Combe Lodge. The pardons were
a device to disperse the rebels after they had captured London and
executed the Lord Treasurer James Fiennes, Lord Saye and Sele, who
held title to Aldelose. The stratagem worked and Cade was later
defeated and captured, dying in custody.

The Parish Registers
For most places, then, the late sixteenth century marks a new beginning
for family historians; the new Parish Registers of the English church
recorded most births, deaths and marriages until the initiation of Civil
Registration in the early nineteenth century. But there are places where
Parish Registers have been lost, including Hastingleigh. In Kentish
Village, Mary Harwood comments:
“The Parish Registers are invaluable records of the past; and sad is the parish in
which they are lost. In 1813 the earliest register in Hastingleigh was said to
have dated from 1553, but in 1833 only from 1730…. How much we hope to be
able to trace the mislaid registers which appear to have strayed during or at the
end of the incumbency of Dr. William Welfitt, who, in addition to being Rector
of Hastingleigh and Vicar of Elmsted was also Vicar of Ticehurst, Sussex.”

Alas, the missing registers have not resurfaced. The Institute of Heraldic
and Genealogical Studies in Canterbury has attempted to reconstruct
them using the Archdeacons’ and Bishops’ Transcripts, 1566-1730,
combining them with the contents of the Parish Registers through 1816,
with only limited success. Their compilation provides only a partial
record of those residents of the parish who chose to use St. Mary’s
Church to christen their children, to marry, and to bury their dead. The
reconstruction, available on microfilm from the Institute or at The
Genealogical Library in Salt Lake City, records 47 surnames and 370
“events” – births, deaths and marriages – over 248 years. The average of
less than two events per year is very low, even for a parish that probably
averaged only 100 people over much of the timespan, and accounting for
close family relationships that led some families to use the churches at
Elmsted, Wye, Brabourne, Barton or Crundale. Other researchers using
the same sources have identified more events and more surnames and
feel that the Institute’s compilation leaves much to be desired. Instead of
two events a year, they believe that the number may have been five or
more. The Institute’s summary appears weakest in its listings of
marriages and deaths.
In the absence of a more complete and thorough reconstruction, what we
have to work with are the 47 surnames, however. The numbers of entries
in the reconstructed registers and the timespans of their occurrence are:
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Name
Adams
Amos
Ardern
Austin/Astin
Beane
Brett
Daniel
Elgar
Fagg
Fox
Friend
Gibbs
Hammond
Handville
Hanning
Harvey
Hawke/Halke
Jacob
Johnson
Jull
Kemp
Kennet
Knight
Long
Lushington
Marsh
Martin/Merton
Masters
Mockett
Morris
Mount/Amount
Nethersole
Newman
Norton
Page
Payne
Philpot
Pilcher
Rigden
Rogers
Smith
Smithett
Swan/Swain
Tilden
Tunbridge
Wanstall
Wood

Entries
2
5
3
13
2
1
2
1
6
8
4
10
2
2
2
3
32
1
2
1
1
23
1
3
5
4
3
1
1
3
28
1
2
1
5
14
34
88
2
1
3
2
1
1
4
2
34

Timespan
1569-1572
1802-1807
1578-1589
1578-1793
1595, 1706
1740
1720
1751
1560-1691
1569-1728
1683-1712
1569-1672
1740-1752
1661-1662
1616
1576-1596, 1737
1576-1725
1667
1618-1664
1778
1603
1680-1745
1703
1807
1611-1627
1614-1688
1669-1704
1664
1600
1601-1605
1576-1681
1625
1637-1662
1566
1628-1666
1569-1636
1609-1816
1566-1812
1668-1683
1575
1584-1666
1660-1661
1609
1665
1774-1779
1586-1659
1578-1799

Other names extracted by other researchers include Cloke, Hopkins,
Lancefield and Rolfe. Of the 47 families, only nine have 8 or more
entries, and of these 8, only the Pilchers, Austins and Woods are present
over the entire timespan. Nonetheless, we do note some interesting
associations. In the late sixteenth century, when the names occur
together in deeds, there are marriages among the Gibbs, Payne, Fox and
Mount families, and later among the Philpots, Coveneys and Pilchers. In
the 1560s, Belling girls married into local families:
Jan. 13, 1566/7
Nov. 17, 1575
Dec. 3, 1609

Alys to Henry Norton
Annys to Thos. Rogers
Anne to Wm. Swane

On Sept. 17, 1668 Thomas Crux (in 1682 a tenant of Evington Leeze)
married Mrs Anne Rigden of Ashford. On 18 Sept. 1635, John Pilcher
married Elizabeth Coveney. Typically, commoners’ partners came from
a limited locality: “marriage distances” were short.

Census Records
Although censuses of the population were taken each decade from 1801
to 1831, only the numbers of residents living in Hastingleigh have
survived for these years. It is with the census of 1841 that we first get a
full accounting of the population, and then only through 1901, the last
census to be released for public viewing as of the final editing of this
chapter in 2002. During the nineteenth century, the population varied
between 187 and 233 and the number of households between 37 and 49,
although there was a steady decline in the population per household from
6.3 to 4.6 as birth rates responded to lower infant mortality and family
size entered the calculus of conscious choice:
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CENSUS
1801
1811
1821
1831
1841
1851
1861
1871
1881
1891
1901

POPULATION
152
188
194
216
233
217
198
221
230
187
178

HOUSEHOLDS
37
42
41
44
49
41
39

POPULATION
PER HOUSEHOLD
6.3
5.2
4.8
5.0
4.7
4.6
4.6

Significantly, whereas 55.8% of the population was born in Hastingleigh
in 1851, only 28.6% were so born in 1901, indicating further increases in
the mobility of the population – in earlier years much of the mobility was
among neighboring parishes. The percentage born outside Kent
increased from 1.3% in 1851 to 9.6% in 1891:

PLACE OF BIRTH
HASTINGLEIGH
OTHER KENT
OTHER COUNTIES
TOTAL

1851
CENSUS
121
93
3
217

%
55.8
42.9
1.3
100.0

1901
CENSUS
51
110
17
178

%
28.6
61.8
9.6
100.0

Tables 8.1-8.7 list the household heads in the census 1841-1891, their
occupations, places of residence (where recorded), family members and
other members of their households (principally servants).

Table 8.1
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1841

Amos, Robert
Baysdown, James
Browning, George
Browning, James
Burchitt, John
Cutress, John
Daniels, Edward
Dodd, David
Godfry, Robert
Hawkins, James
Hayward, George
Hayward, George
Hayward, James
Hayward, Stephen
Hogben, William
Holliday, Thomas
Kidder, Thomas
Kidder, Thomas
Manvill, Elizabeth
Marshall, John
Marshall, William
Marshall, William
Mills, Edward
Mills, John
Newport, John
Pilcher, John
Prideaux, Gostwyck
Sankey, Richard
Sankey, Samuel
Sherrard, Thomas
Stephens, Henry
Stickels, Edward
Stickels, George
Stickels, Thomas
Sutton, Thomas
Taylor, William
Vane, Robt.
Waters, Thomas

Age
30
45
45
35
25
60
25
65
60
30
40
30
50
50
40
65
65
40
55
75
45
20
30
30
25
60
40
45
25
40
20
25
30
60
40
40
45
25

Occupation
laborer
grazier
farmer
laborer
laborer
blacksmith
laborer
laborer
laborer
laborer
farmer
farmer
victualler
laborer
ag. laborer
farmer
laborer
farmer
farmer
farmer
farmer
laborer
grocer
miller
laborer
clergy
grazier
farmer
laborer
laborer
carpenter
farmer
farmer
blacksmith
laborer
laborer
laborer

Residence

Little Combe
Smeed Hse.

Street
King’s Mill
Bowl
Street
Lyddendan
New Barn
Court Lodge
Crab Tree
Combe Grove
Street

Rectory
Newhouse
South Hill
Street
Street
Evington Gate
Street

Family
members
2
2
10
8
2
8
3
8
3
5
7
5
9
7
7
8
5
2
8
3
6
5
8
8
5
5
4
2
2
5
3
4
2
4
7
3
5
4

Servants
and Others
2
1
6
1
1
0
2
7
1
7
1
3
5
1
1
1
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Table 8.2
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1851

Birchett, Henry
Brice, William
Browning, George
Browning, George
Browning, James
Cook, William
Crutcher, James
Crutcher, Mary
Crutcher, William
Cutress, Charles
Cutress, John
Hayward, George
Hayward, James
Hayward, John
Hayward, Richard
Hayward, Stephen
Hayward, William
Hogben, William
Holiday, Thomas
Kidder, Thomas
Manvill, David
Manvill, William
Marshall, Edward
Marshall, William
Marshall, William
Mills, John
Pilcher, Grace
Pilcher, Richard
Prideaux, Gostwyck
Raisdown, Margrett
Sankey, Richard
Sankey, Samuel J.
Sherwood, John
Sherwood, Thomas
Stickells, Edward
Stickells, George
Stickells, Thomas
Swinnard, John
Taylor, William
Turney, William
Vane, Robert
Woodland, Richard

Age

Occupation

39
34
23
55
26
44
32
68
28
32
71
50
62
33
31
62
29
53
55
81
29
41
44
32
54
45
67
36
54
64
56
38
25
51
38
40
74
49
49
27
56
30

ag. laborer
farmer 120 ac
grazier
farmer
sawyer
farmer 206 ac
ag. laborer
pauper
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
farmer 62 ac
ag. laborer
farmer 46 ac
victualler
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
farmer 80 ac
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
farmer 214 ac
farmer 414 ac
grazier
carpenter
draper
ag. laborer
rector
Pauper
grazier
farmer 300 ac.
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
grazier
grazier
proprietor
farmer 70 ac
ag. laborer
bricklayer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer

Employees

4

3

1
1

1

8
4

12

1

Residence
Village
King’s Mill
Village
Staple Leese
Smeed Cott.
New Barn
Stokes Lane
Village
Village
Village
Village
Nabs Croft
Hazel St.
Village
Hazel St.
Bowl
Village
Sweet Apple
Village
Levendane
Stokes Lane
Staple Farm
Court Lodge
Combe Grove
Crabtree
Village
Village
Stokes Lane
Rectory
Village
Village
South Hill
Smeed Cott.
Village
Village
Sweet Apple
Evington Gate
Little Combe
Village
Village
Village
Stokes Lane

Family
Members
8
2
4
8
3
9
4
1
4
7
4
6
5
5
3
3
6
5
5
3
5
4
3
4
4
10
2
5
4
1
2
8
4
2
7
2
2
4
3
3
3
4

Servants
and
Others
1
1
2
2
3
5
6
2
3
8
1
1
1
-

Table 8.3
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1861

Birchett, Henry
Browning, George
Browning, George
Butcher, George
Chiltenden, Thomas
Cook, William
Cutress, Charles
Cutress, George
Fogg, Stoddard
Hayward, James
Hayward, John
Hayward, Richard
Hogben, William
Hogben, William
Holiday, Thomas
Kidder, Susannah
Kingsland, William
Marshall, Edward
Marshall, William
Mills, Elizabeth
Mills, James
Mills, William
Newport, John
Pilcher, Grace
Prideaux, Gostwyck
Roberts, John
Sankey, Richard
Sankey, Samuel J.
Sherwood, Thomas
Smith, George
Smith, John
Stickels, Cubison
Stickels, George
Sutton, James
Tappenden, George
Taylor, John
Vane, Robert
Waters, Thomas
White, John
Wiles, John

Age

Occupation

Employees

43
33
66
21
41
53
47
39
38
30
59
41
33
63
65
81
34
56
32
55
29
26
45
78
64
29
68
48
61
31
44
54
46
29
32
31
65
35
37
46

ag. laborer
ag. laborer
grazier 50 ac.
ag. laborer
carter
farmer 20 ac.
3
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
publican
farmer 65 ac.
2
farmer 121 ac.
3
farmer 46 ac.
1
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer.
farmer 90 ac.
4
farmer 45 ac.
3
farmer 216 ac.
8
farmer 420 ac.
8
on relief
carpenter
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
draper
rector
ag. laborer
grazier 4 ac.
farmer 300 ac.
8
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
cordwainer/grazier 17 ac.
farmer 40 ac.
1
blacksmith
grocer/grazier 17 ac.
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer.
bailiff 80 ac.
3
farmer 20 ac.

Residence

Staple
Smeed Farm
Combe Grove
New Barn
Village
Village
Bowl
Hazel St.
King’s Mill
Hazel St.
Old Poor Hs.
Sweet Apple
Village
Liddendane
Staple Farm
Court Lodge
Combe Grove
Staple Cott.
Staple Cott.
Staple Cott.
Village
Vicarage
Village
South Hill
Village
Nabs Croft
Nr. Nabs
Evington
Vigo Farm
Village
Village
Old Poor Hs.
Bishop’s Cott
Village
Little Combe

Family
Members
4
4
4
2
5
3
8
2
4
3
3
5
4
2
2
2
2
5
2
2
7
4
6
2
3
5
2
3
2
4
3
1
7
2
4
7
2
3
7
14

Servants
and
Others
3
2
3
5
2
8
3
5
6
1
2
1
-
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Table 8.4
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1871

Amos, John G.
Birchett, Henry
Birchett, John
Boulding, John
Browning, George
Browning, George
Browning, James
Castle, Frances
Cook, William
Cook, William
Cutress, George
Earl, George
Finn, William
Flagg, Stoddard
Greenstreet, John
Hawkins, Stephen
Hayward, Richard
Hogben, Charlotte
Holiday, James
Howland, John
Kirby, John
Kirby, Richard
Laker, John
Marshall, Marylam
Mills, Francis
Mills, Robert
Mills, William
Pilcher, John
Prebble, Stephen
Prideaux, Gostwyck
Rains, William
Rolfe, John
Sankey, Mary
Sankey, Saml. J.
Stickels, Cubison
Stickels, George
Stickels, John
Sutton, Edward
Sutton, John
Tappenden, George
Taylor, John
Vane, Robert
Wiles, John
Woods, Marsh

Age

Occupation

40
55
24
53
23
75
40
45
42
64
34
29
26
41
49
22
51
41
45
37
36
22
43
40
27
28
34
21
32
74
30
29
70
58
62
60
58
50
61
41
40
72
58
40

farmer 200 ac.
laborer
laborer
laborer
ag. laborer
owner 8 ac.
farmer 225 ac.
laborer wife
farmer
farmer 206 ac.
ag. laborer
laborer
laborer
innkeeper/heder
laborer
laborer
farmer 180 ac.
pamper
laborer
laborer
gamekeeper
laborer
farmer 63 ac.
gamekeeper
laborer
laborer
laborer
laborer.
rector
baker
farmer 540 ac.
annuity
landowner
shoemaker
farmer 45 ac.
laborer
farmer 43 ac.
laborer
grocer
ag. laborer
laborer
farmer 18 ac.
farmer 62 ac.

Employees
8

4

2

5

7

1

1

Residence
Court Lodge Farm
Street
Village
South Hill Vill.
Street
Little Combe
King’s Mill
Little Combe
Village
New Barn
Street
Village
Street
Bowl
Court L. Cott.
Little Combe
Hazel St.
Street
Street
Village
Little Combe
Cottage
Hazel St.
New Barn Vill
Vipers Cott.
South Hill Cott.
Village
Village
Village
Rectory
Street
Combe Grove
Street
South Hill
Village
Vigel Farm
Village
Staple farm
Village
Shop
Street
Street
Crabtree
Lyddendane

Family
Members
1
3
3
7
1
3
2
6
8
3
1
6
2
3
4
4
6
5
9
7
6
1
9
6
2
4
8
3
4
1
4
1
1
6
1
8
1
3
8
6
8
1
11
6

Servants
and
Others
2
2
3
3
5
1
1
2
1
4
1
4
3
1
2
1
2
-

Table 8.5
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1881

Begent, Edward
Bellingham, James
Birchett, Richard
Brenchley, George
Brook, Robert
Browning, George
Browning, George
Browning, George
Burchett, George
Collett, Anthony
Coombes, Alfred
Crutcher, George
Fagg, Stoddart
Finn, Jessie
Finn, William
Hawkins, Arthur
Hayward, Richard
Hogben, Charlotte
Holliday, James
Howland, John
Kirby, John
Marsh, Robert
Milford, William
Mills, Francis
Mills, William
Page, George
Philpott, Thomas
Pilcher, John
Pope, John
Prebble, Stephen
Roberts, John
Rolfe, Lawrence
Smith, Jonathan
Southen, John
Stickels, Cubison
Stickels, George
Stickels, John
Sutton, Charles
Sutton, Edward
Sutton, James
Tappenden, George
Taylor, Henry
Taylor, John
Tickner, Peter
Wiles, John
Wiles, Walter

Age

Occupation

35
50
38
64
63
32
86
54
56
45
28
30
51
61
35
28
61
50
55
48
45
31
40
38
43
26
50
34
48
43
51
37
23
70
75
70
64
48
62
43
53
44
51
47
66
34

gamekeeper
gamekeeper

Employees

ag. laborer.
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
annuit
ag. laborer
gent./annuity
rector
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer

farm 85 ac.

2

ag. laborer
carpenter
gamekeeper
farm 63 ac.
farm 40 ac.

1

farmer 116 ac.

3

ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer

ag. laborer

tractor eng. fitter
farm 42 ac.
farmer 420 ac.
ag. laborer
farm bailiff
farmer 18 ac.

1
6

Residence
Vipers Cott.
Folly Town 2
Sweet Apple
Combe Grove
South Hill Hs.
Little Combe 2
Little Combe 3
Rectory Rd. 1
South Hill Hs.
Rectory
Court Lodge Cott. 2
Cott. 1 Kingsmill
Bowl
Folly Town 3
Bishop’s Cott. 2
Street 3
Hassell St. No. 1
Red House 2
Cott. 2 Kingsmill
Folly Town 4
Little Combe 4
Lyddendane
Bishop’s Cott. 5
Hassell St. No. 2
Bishop’s Cott. 1
Kingsmill
Rectory Rd. 3
Little Combe 1
Court Lodge Cott. 1
Street
New Barn
Bishop’s Cott. 3
Rectory Rd. 4
Folly Town 1
Street 1
Vigo Farm
Rectory Rd. 2
Slip Hill 1
Staple Farm
Court Lodge Fm.
Post Office
New Barn
Old Poor House
Slip Hill 2
Crabtree
Red House 1

Family
Members
8
7
7
4
2
6
2
3
3
1
6
6
2
1
2
5
2
2
8
7
5
3
3
2
8
5
3
5
8
7
5
5
2
4
1
7
1
6
1
8
7
2
8
2
6
6

Servants
and
Others
3
2
2
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
3
2
1
-
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Table 8.6
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1891

Allard, John
Ansley, William
Auster, James
Bean, John
Begent, Edward
Butcher, John
Cobb, William
Cobb, William
Coombs, Edward
Crutcher, James
Crutcher, William
Curd, William
Darling, Thomas
Downes, Alfred
Fagg, Stoddard
File, William
Gombill, George
Haway, James (?)
Hayward, Richard
Hayward, Thomas
Hayward, Thomas
Holliday, James
Hooker, Thomas
Kirby, John
Marsh, Frederick
Marsh, John
Marsh, Robert
Mills, George
Moon, George
Newport, Richard
Norrington, John
Philpott, Thomas
Prebble, Charles
Prebble, Stephen
Reed, Joseph
Smith, George
Southen, Alfred
Southen, Edward
Southen, John
Steeples, George
Stickells, John
Stickels, George
Tappenden, George
Taylor, John

Age
54
45
30
53
45
39
23
56
59
41
70
50
62
32
61
40
54
30
71
39
74
66
56
55
33
33
47
55
61
52
49
50
51
51
38
36
36
40
80
68
44
33
62
62

Occupation
fm. servant
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
shepherd
ag. laborer
bailiff
ag. laborer
farmer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
farmer
gamekeeper
farmer
fm. manager
fm. servant
ag. laborer
farmer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
woodman
farmer
victualler
farmer
ag. laborer
publican
ag. laborer.
miller
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
stockman
ag. laborer
farm laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
Farmer
ag. laborer
Farmer
Grocer
ag. laborer

Residence
Court Lodge Cott

Combe Farm
Street
Combe Farm
South Hill
Parish Farm
Folly Town 1
Hassel St.
Hassel St.
Street
Lyddendane
Vipers Cott
Crabtree
South Hill
Court Lodge Farm
Slip Hill
Hassel Street
Street
Court Lodge Cott
Rose Cottage
Street
Staple Farm
Bowl
New Barn
Woodman Farm
Cubison Villa
Old Rectory
Little Combe
Street
Hassel St.
Folly Town 2
Street
Street
Street
Kingsmill
South Hill
Vigo Farm
Shop
Street

Family
Members
10
5
2
2
9
8
3
3
7
2
3
4
5
4
2
5
3
4
2
7
2
5
2
3
5
4
5
2
2
3
5
5
5
9
2
7
8
5
3
4
1
2
5
3

Servants
and Others
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
-

Table 8.7
HOUSEHOLD HEADS IN 1901

Bayley, Edward
Begent, Edward
Blenchley, Mary
Brett, Walter
Brice, Jane
Clarke, Charles
Cobb, Jesse
Cobb, William
Cook, George
Curd, Jane
Darling, Thomas
Downes, Arthur
Fagg, Stoddart
Goldsmith, Annie
Hayward, John
Hayward, Thomas
Hayward, William
Hogben, Thomas
Hogben, William
Kennett, Richard
Lewis, Stephen
Marsh, Robert
Mejsted, James
Mills, Jane
Norrington, Elizabeth
Norris, Thomas
Philpott, Thomas
Prebble, Stephen
Prebble, Stephen
Rawlins, Arthur
Reeves, Benjamin
Reeves, Henry
Roalfe, Albert
Smith, Henry
Southan, Alfred
Stickells, George
Tappenden, George
Taylor, John
Viall, Samuel

Age

Occupation

Residence

82
55
46
30
71
43
36
67
38
46
72
41
71
37
41
48
30
46
47
34
40
51
76
62
67
58
60
29
61
29
58
36
30
35
47
45
73
71
40

retired
gamekeeper
widow
farmer
widow
farm bailiff
hurdle maker & publican
farmer
farmer
widow
farmer
gamekeeper
farmer
governess
farm laborer
farm laborer
ag. laborer
farmer
waggoner
farmer
dealer & fruiterer
farmer
publican
widow
widow
gen’l laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
ag. laborer
clergyman
farmer
waggoner
farmer
waggoner
ag. laborer
farmer
grocer & draper
ag. laborer
farm manager

The Street
Staple Lees
Hassle Street
Staple Farm
The Street
South Hill
Woodmans Arms
Parish Farm
Hassle Street
The Street
Kingsmill Down
Vipers Cottage
Crab Tree
Vigo Farm
Bishops Cottages
Bishops Cottages
Folley Town
Court Lodge
Court Lodge
Little Coombe
Sweet Apple
New Barn
Bowl Inn
Rose Cottage
Old Rectory
Hassle Street
The Street
Folley Town
The Street
Kingsmill Down
Vigo Farm
Slip Hill
Lydden Dane
Little Coombe
The Street
Kingsmill Down
The Street
The Street
Great Coombe

Family
Members
2
7
6
2
1
5
4
3
4
2
3
7
3
1
9
5
5
4
9
1
2
6
7
3
4
5
4
5
7
1
2
6
5
6
4
8
5
2
6

Servants
and
Others
1
1
1
1
1
2
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Remarkably, only three names in the reconstructed Parish Register 15661816 recur on the census list of 1841 (Amos, Daniels and Pilcher) and
these were gone by 1891. There is little continuity in Hastingleigh’s
population. Men competed to take over the leases of the Hospital’s
estates. Frequently, undertenants cultivated the land. Laborers and
servants were hired for a day less than a year to prevent them becoming
eligible for parish relief, and they regularly moved between jobs and
parishes. No complete population history is possible, but what we can do
is offer vignettes of some of the leading families who have influenced the
course of parish history.
We begin with families who held South Hill farm, the Haulkes/Hawkes,
the Sankeys and the Jessels. Next we deal with the Honywoods of
Evington, a family which, while never resident in Hastingleigh for more
than a couple of years, had an important influence on village affairs.
This is followed by the Pilchers, longtime residents, the Marshalls, who
arrived at Court Lodge in the early nineteenth century, and the
Tappendens who ran The Shop.

The Haulke/Hawkes of South Hill
Among the influential families resident in Hastingleigh were the
Haulkes/Hawkes, with records in the parish registers from 1576 through
1775. John Haulke and Christopher Belling were churchwardens 15527, along with John Pilcher, although the 1563 St. Thomas’s survey shows
a Richard Haulke to be the renter – could he have been John’s father? In
the 1580s, it was John Haulke who leased South Hill from Court Lodge,
and Christopher Belling who leased what then was called Kingman
Down. John Haulke was buried in 1604, following his wife Amye, who
was buried there in 1596/7. Their Brass remains in St. Mary’s Church,
recording that Amye was survived by 4 sons and daughters. Two of their
sons, Richard and William, remained in Hastingleigh and baptized their
children in the church between 1609 and 1622. In 1618 Richard was the
lessee of South Hill Farm and William held land in Aldelose. Richard
was buried in 1624. A second Richard baptized children in 1649 and
1651 (William) and from 1684 to 1695 this William and his wife Sarah
baptized six children in Hastingleigh. A final record is in 1730, when
their son John married Mary Keiler.

The Sankeys of South Hill
We learn from The Memorials of the Family of Sankey 1207-1880, which
can be accessed on the Worldwide Web, that although the Sankeys are
believed to have Anglo-Irish roots, the proven line of the family begins
with John Sankey of Harbletown, Kent (1655-1740) and his wife
Margaret (1663-1726). John and Margaret had a family of nine:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

John (1684- ), m. (1) Sarah Marshall of Brabourne (1695-1731) and (2)
Frances Buckhurst ( -1765)
Thomas of Stouting Court
Edward of Milton Chapel
Samuel of Monk’s Horton
Matthew of Pouldhurst
Elizabeth
Mary
dau. ob. inf.
Sarah

John Sankey of Harbletown made provision for all of his sons, and for
his oldest (“John Jr.”) he acquired the lease of Hastingleigh Court Lodge
and Aldelose. John Sankey Jr. first signed the Parish Register as
Churchwarden in 1717; he had leased Hastingleigh Court Lodge and
Aldelose from St. Thomas’s Hospital in 1713. John and his two wives
are buried in the chancel at Hastingleigh. With his first wife, Sarah
Marshall he had two children:
1.
2.

Margaret (1722-1754), who married Thomas Bridges of Thanet ( -1754)
Richard (1726-1806).

Richard Sankey succeeded his father firmly establishing the family at
South Hill during the time his father leased Hastingleigh Court Lodge.
He died without children in 1806, however, and the family’s properties
passed into the line of his great uncle Samuel Sankey of Monk’s Horton.
Samuel Sankey (c.1697- ), John Jr.’s younger brother, married Elizabeth
Fukes of Stowting. Their family comprised
1.
2.
3.

John (1731- ) of Monk’s Horton, m. (1) Mary Simmons and (2) Jane Rattray
(1741-1810)
Samuel (1732-1820)
William (1734- )
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4.
5.

Thomas (1738- ) m. (1) Dorcas Kidder
Elizabeth (1740- )

John (1731- ) of Monk’s Horton had, with his two wives, a large family:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

John, who inherited Hastingleigh, m. Mary Noble.
Mary
Thomas (1758-68)
William (1760- )
Richard (1761-1786)
Sarah (1769- )
Samuel
Ann
Samuel
Edward
Jane
George

Son John inherited the Sankey’s South Hill properties in Hastingleigh
from Richard in 1806. John and his wife Mary (Noble) had:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Ann m. (1) - Wix and (2) - Pilcher
Samuel of Hastingleigh m. – Basset
John
William
Mary
Frances
Sarah
Richard
Edward, who resided at Brook, Smeeth and Brabourne. His daughter Frances
married Thomas Stickels of Brabourne.

John was succeeded at South Hill by his son Samuel, whose children
were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Frances, m. Geo. Hayward.
Samuel John, ob. 1877 aged 64.
Mary, m. W. Moore.
William, m. Mary Harrison. Lived Sutton Valence.
Richard, m. Mary Rayner. Moved to New Zealand.
John, m. Sarah Worger. Lived Ashford.
Henry, m. Mary Friend. Moved to New Zealand.
George, m. Henrietta Evans. Lived Maidstone.

Samuel John succeeded his father at South Hill. His family comprised:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Richard John, b. 1841 Ashford, d. 1823 Elham, m. Fanny Fox Tomalin 1874.
George Frederick, b. 1842 Ashford.
Thomas James, b. 1847 Ashford.
Anne Elizabeth, b. 1849 Ashford.
William Henry.
John Samuel.

The next in line, Richard John (1841-1923) had:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Leslie Richard, b. 1875 Thanet, d. 1936 Surrey. m. Gladys Winsfred Hales
1908 in Tonbridge.
Hilda Charlotte, b. 1876 Thanet, m. William Henry FitzClerence.
Graham George James, b. 1879, d. 1902 in Pakistan
Nora Klara Harding, b. 1881 Thanet.

In A Time to Remember, Arthur Marsh writes:
“Soon after 1717 the Sankey family moved to South Hill to a large Jacobean
house on a hill to the south west of the Church and south of the village, hence
the name. For two centuries the church and village owed much to their
benefaction. The last of the Sankeys to be buried at Hastingleigh was Leslie
Richard, son of Richard John, in 1936. As one inhabitant said ‘Our Landlord,
Mr. Sankey who farmed at South Hill, owned a lot of local farms and would
walk from farm to farm, carrying a long handled spud (used for removing
thistles) and wearing a pith helmet. He was a good landlord and would loan a
horse to any farmer. Some of these horses had come out of London and were
not used to shafts, also they were not sound on their feet and legs but after
working on the land would become a great asset to a tenant farmer.’ Horses
were shod at the forge at Bodsham until World War II, other forges being at
Wye, Brabourne and Petham. In 1900 it cost 6d to shoe a horse. There were
work horses and horses for pleasure and the Rev. Timins who lived at the
Vicarage at Bodsham had seven horses for pleasure.”

The Jessels of South Hill
Sir Charles Jessel, who purchased South Hill in 1953, has a baronial
lineage that begins with
1.

The Rt. Hon. Sir George Jessel Kt., b. 1824, son of Zadok Aaron Jessel of
Putney. MP for Dover 1868-73. Solicitor General 1872-3. Master of the
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Rolls 1873-83. Vice-Chancellor of London University, 1880. He m. Amelia
Moses in 1856 and had, among others
2.

Sir Charles James Jessel, b. 1860. Created 1 st baronet (Jessel of Ladham) in
1883 in recognition of his father’s services; d. 1928. He m. Edith Goldsmid
in 1890 and had, among others

3.

Sir George Jessel M.C., 2 nd Bt., High Sheriff of Kent, 1958; m. Muriel
(Chaplin) Swetenham in 1923; d. 1977, succeeded by his son

4.

Sir Charles John Jessel, 3 rd Bt., b 1924; m. Shirley Waters in 1956 (d. 1977).
They had
a. George Elphinstone, b. 1957
b. Alastair John, b. 1959.
c. Cornelia Sarah, b. 1963.

Sir Charles writes:
“I purchased South Hill Farm in 1953. It consisted of the farmhouse, three
cottages and approximately 300 acres of land. When I took over the house,
there were chickens living in two of the bedrooms. There was also a smugglers
room, with no windows or doors, with access only from the roofspace above.
The back part of the house appears to be Jacobean; the front, presumably added
by the Sankey family, is Georgian. I was then a bachelor, but married Shirley
Waters in 1956. She had been a fellow student at Northampton Agricultural
College. Subsequently we acquired Vigo Farm in the village (about 80 acres)
and later sold Vigo Farmhouse to Mr and Mrs Gardener. After that we
purchased New Barn Farm (about 130 acres), but not the farmhouse, from Mr
Tom Young.
The village in 1953 included many small farmers. With Alex Gordon from
Waltham I started a farmers discussion group called the Evington Discussion
Group. We used to meet in the Bowl Inn at Hastingleigh, and up to 30 farmers
and those involved through trade with agriculture would attend and listen to
talks. Once a year we would go on day trips by plane to visit farms on the
continent and in the Channel Isles.
With many others I helped to collect money to build a village hall at
Hastingleigh. We would hold carnivals every year in the Bowl Field, before any
houses were built on it, to raise funds for this purpose. With the help of grants,
the hall was eventually erected, and many local people helped with the building
work.
The cooperation and community spirit in those days was immense. In the very
cold winters food for sheep was sometimes dropped from the air by helicopter.

Mr Tappenden, who ran the village stores, was looked on as the Mayor of
Hastingleigh. He always made sure that our village appeared on T.V. when we
were cut off by snow. Our farm took the milk down to Wye by tractor and
trailer, after seeing that the village was supplied. Once, probably in 1962, I
walked over a car on the downs road without realizing that it was buried under
the snow in a 12 ft drift.
My wife died in 1977 and in 1985 my eldest son, George, took over the running
of the farm, and lived at Stoakes Cottage in Hastingleigh. I trained to become a
nutritionist & remained in the farmhouse. In 1987 many of our dairy buildings
were blown away in the great storm. The tiles of the milking parlour now adorn
the lychgate of Hastingleigh church. George increased the farm acreage to 750
and in 2001 purchased Penstock Hall in Brabourne, adding approx 500 acres,
and moved to live there with his wife and two children.”

The Honywoods of Evington in Elmsted
The Honywood family played a significant role at different junctures in
the history of Hastingleigh. “Mr Honywood” Sr. and Jr. leased Court
Lodge and Aldelose 1562-83, as did Sir William Honywood 1692-1713.
Sir John Honywood leased Combe Grove and Smeeds Farm 1794-1815.
Arthur Marsh writes in A Time to Remember:
“– In the valley between Hastingleigh and Elmsted in the midst of rolling
parkland there once stood a large imposing mansion called Evington. This
splendid house built around the beginning of the 19 th century is now reduced to
fragments of masonry, cellars and bare foundations, leaving nothing to stir the
imagination or for anyone to understand what an important establishment this
was. From the existing pictures of the house we see that it was square in shape
and plain in design on the outside and surrounded by trees and lawns which set
it off and gave it an air of serenity. It was a three-storied house with about fifty
rooms requiring a staff of at least sixteen servants to run it, so providing much
needed work for local men and women. Only two cottages of the Park remain
today and are still lived in. The one nearest to Hastingleigh was the ‘Gate
House’ and the griffin’s head (sic – actually a wolf’s head) over the door is the
Honeywood crest. Here, the gate-keeper’s job was to open and close the gates
for the carriages, he being warned of their approach by the sound of the horn.
By the gardener’s cottage just beyond the house another gate went across the
road, blocking off the back entrance to the house and garden. The main entrance
to the house can still be seen where the gate posts stand, beyond which two large
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Wellingtonia trees, which feature in the pictures of Evington, stand guard over
the long-vanished house.
The Honywoods go back in Kentish history for more than 400 years and came to
Evington when the property was bought from Humphrey Gay in the reign of
Henry VII. Among a tapestry of titled names are the Honywood (sic: it was Sir
Edward, 1st Bt.) who lent Charles II £3,000 which was never repaid, and the
third Baronet who was Kent’s High Sheriff in 1732. One cannot pass without
mentioning the remarkable Lady Mary (sic: she was known as Dame Mary)
Honywood who married in the reign of Henry VIII at the age of 16 and died in
the reign of James I at 93, leaving 367 descendants.
Sibton Park, Lyminge, belonged to the Honywoods and it is noted that in 1815
the local Militia was raised on the drive and taken to fight Napoleon. The
banners which were embroidered by the ladies of Sibton Park House still hang
in Elham Church.
In a local newspaper of 1818, Sir John and Lady Honywood had distributed 50
sacks of bread to the poor of the parishes of Elmsted and Waltham, according to
their annual custom.
The original Evington House which stood on Elchin Hill was burnt down at the
end of the 18th century. Sir John Honywood 5 th Baronet 1787-1832 decided to
rebuild a better and more up to date house in the beautiful sheltered valley
below, which stood for over 130 years, the center of a 4,000 acre estate
stretching as far as Petham [Figure 8.1]. (Comment: Elchin Hill was known as
Helchin or Helchinge in early times. The first known owner of the house was
John Dunkyn in 1572 when in his will he described it as “my principle mansion
house and houses called Helchinge.” The Kingsley family were the next owners
when it was described as Helchinge Farm of 70 acres. The Honywoods were
the next owners, but it is believed they never occupied it. The last known
occupier was John Lushington of Helchin son of the lord of the manor of
Elmsted, who died aged 37 in 1770. There is evidence that the house burned
down around the time of John Lushington’s death. All that remains is a lodge
on the corner now owned by George Denny).
The nearby hamlet of Bodsham was very important to the house. Here was the
village school [Figure 8.2: for Elmsted and Hastingleigh] the Smithy, the
Shooting Lodge and Bodsham Farm itself. At the Mill House just beyond, they
did the washing for the house and close by were the kennels where the hounds
were kept. Next to the school was The Timber Batts Ale House [Figure 8.3] the
name later being changed to The Prince of Wales, but reverting to The Timber
Batts in more recent years. The name ‘Timber Batts’ was after the timber yard

next door and the trees from the estate were brought here to be sawn up. One
man stood in the saw-pit, holding one end of the giant saw, whilst another man
stood above holding the other end. This method of sawing was the easiest way
at the time to reduce a tree to workable planks of wood. Also near this pot stood
a small hut where the postman from Ashford came every day. He would walk
up from Ashford leaving the mail on his way. He spent the rest of the day
mending shoes in his hut and later in the afternoon would collect the mail and
walk back to Ashford.
In Shrubs Wood, to the north west of Evington, the last Sir John’s horses were
buried and it is said that Rhododendrons were planted on their graves. Just
above the big house was the ice hole (or ice house). Here ice was stored, which
as the only way in the early days of keeping food fresh. Surrounded by trees, it
was a brick-lined hole in the ground, igloo-shaped with a small opening. Ice
taken from ponds in winter was sawn up and carted to the ice hole to be stored
until the summer, when it was most needed.
In the early days of the house we hear that Jane, Austen, while staying at
Godmersham, wrote in her letters and diaries that Lady Honywood visited
Godmersham on her way back from Eastwell to Evington. She also mentioned
that the Godmersham gentlemen were going to dine at Evington when the
children were away at Goodnestone. So in the polite society of the day, life
moved on unchanged for 100 years or more until financial collapse came to the
last Sir John Honywood … He died a sick and broken man …in Bodsham
Lodge.
The estate was sold … and all the tenant farms and land including two schools
and two public houses were sold into private hands. Sir William Crundall
bought the house and parkland which were leased to a Colonel and Mrs. Irby,
two very popular people who liked amateur dramatics and music. Each
Christmas they gave the children at Bodsham School a party, each receiving a
present from the Christmas Tree.
The Annual Hastingleigh and Elmsted Flower Show was held in the grounds of
the house in two big marquees. Sports were held in the cricket field just beyond
where Evington Animal Feed Supplies is today. The Wye Brass Band provided
background music to these much enjoyed social events. Village cricket matches
were played in the Park every Sunday, ending with tea on the lawn afterwards.
On one memorable occasion all the team went to Church at Elmsted after one of
the matches led by the Rev. Hammond and Colonel Irby. After Colonel Irby
left, the last social gathers at Evington for the two villages were the Silver
Jubilee of George V and the Coronation of George VI in 1937.
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Figure 8.1.

Evington Place.

Figure 8.2.

The School House.

Figure 8.3.

The Timber Batts.

In 1938 the house was partly demolished and soon the sad and final humiliation
came when the roofless empty shell was reduced to a heap of rubble to be taken
away and used for other buildings.”

The Honywood ancestry, as given in Burke’s Peerage and Baronetage,
is:
1.

John Honywood, descended from a family long resident in Kent; m. Agnes
Martin, and had

2.

John of St. George’s Priory, Canterbury, who represented Hythe in
Parliament during the reign of Elizabeth I. He m. Mildreda Hales, and had

3.

John, second son and heir, m. Joanna Perry and had

4.

Sir Thomas Honywood of Greenwich, m. Jane Hales, and had

5.

Sir John Honywood, High-Sheriff of Kent 1607-9 and 1642-44. He m. Mary
Godfrey and d. 1658. They had

6.

Sir Edward Honywood, 1 st baronet, of Evington. He lent £3,000 to Charles II
when he was in exile. This was supposed to be enough to raise, equip and
keep a troop of horse for three years service. Sir Edward, who had
previously been knighted, was made a baronet in 1660 in lieu of repayment
(When James I created the rank in 1611 to raise money for troops in Ulster,
the cost had been £1,095). He m. Elizabeth Maynard and had

7.

Sir William, 2nd Bt., ‘MP’ for Canterbury 1685-98, m. Anna Newman, and
had

8.

William of Cheriton, m. Frances Raleigh, and d.s.p. 1719, leaving

9.

Sir John Honywood, 3 rd Bt., sheriff of Kent in 1752, m. Annabella
Goodenough, and had

10.

William of Malling Abbey, Kent, b. 1731, m. Elizabeth Clark and d.s.p.
1764, leaving

11.

Sir John H., 4th Bt., MP. Sir John raised and was captain of one of the first
troops of the East Kent Mounted Rifles, the Evington Troop, in 1794. It
became the Elham Troop in 1799, presumably under Sir J’s brother, William
of Sibton, who became Lt Col of the regiment, and died in 1818. Sir John m.
Frances Courtenay in 1779, and had

12.

Sir John Courtenay H., 5th Bt., b. 1787, m. Mary Ann Cooper, and had

13.

Sir John Edward H., 6th Bt., b. 1812, m. Mary Hughes-Hallett, and had
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14.

Sir Courtenay H., 7 th Bt., b. 1835, Deputy Lieutenant for Kent, m. Anna
Maria Paynter, and had

15.

Sir John William H., 8th Bt., b. 1857, m. Zaidée Bodychan-Sparrow. Sir John
‘went to pieces’ after his wife’s death, and, with the accumulation of
financial problems (including the loss of his brother’s estate, the severe
depression in farming and the heavy payments required under his mother’s
marriage settlement until her death in 1905), he became very difficult in his
later years. His creditors were only entitled to claim against his life-interest
until his heir, Courtenay, agreed with him to break the entail. It was
Courtenay’s mortgagees who won the right to sell the estate after Sir John’s
death in 1907, when it was bought by Lord Ashburton, who re-sold in 1916,
when the level of rents appears to have been much the same as in 1805!

16.

Sir Courtenay John H., 9th Bt., b. 1880, m. Constance Pixell. He d.s.p. in
1944 and was succ. by his brother

17.

Col. Sir William Wynne H., 10 th Bt., MC, b. 1891 m. Maud Naylor HodgsonWilson. He fought in both world wars, won the Military Cross, was
mentioned in dispatches three times and wounded three times. Their heir was

18.

Sir Filmer Courtenay H. 11th and current Bt., b. 1930, m. Elizabeth Miller.

Microfilm copies of Sir Courtenay Honywood’s Quitrent Accounts for
1852, when he was very young, are available at the Centre for Kentish
Studies. They cover the manors of Claverligh, Bodsham, Elmsted,
Caseborne, Blackhouse, Street, Henbrook, Ashenfield alias Ashmenfield,
and Waltham alias Temple Waltham. Thomas Pilcher was the only
quitrent payer at Bodsham and also was on the rolls for Elmsted. The
three rentpayers at Ashenfield were Thomas Pilcher, David Kingsland
and Samuel Sankey Jr., all of whom had considerable Hastingleigh
estates.

The Pilchers of Lyddendane
The Pilchers were one of the few families who were resident in
Hastingleigh from the sixteenth century, at least, to the twentieth. More
Pilchers appear in the reconstructed parish registers from 1566 to 1810
than any other family, which appears to have been seated initially at
Combe and Fanscombe. Other early records show family members
residing in Crundale (15 Dec. 1513 will of Thomas Pilcher; 17 June 1535

will of his son Richard Pilcher) and in Elmsted (28 Oct. 1535 will of
Richard Pilcher).
John Pilcher was a Hastingleigh churchwarden in 1557. An 8 Feb. 1569
account is recorded relating to the goods of John Pylcher the elder of
Hastingleigh, not administered by John Pylcher the younger his son &
executor, also deceased. Admon to George Pilcher of Elmsted next of
kin of said John Pilcher the elder. Bound with said George John Prowde
of Elmsted, yeoman in £6. Inventory amounted to £4.10s.
A second administration, dated 29 Oct. 1569, relates to the goods of
Emlina Pylcher of Hastyngely, intestate. The admon. to John Pylcher
son of said Emline for his use & for use of John Pylcher & Gregory
Pylcher & Thomasina Pilcher alias Wodley, Edine Pylcher alias Pott,
Joan Pylcher & Elizabeth Pylcher, the other children of said deceased.
Bound with said John, Andrew Pott of Lydd husbandman in £60.
The earliest record in the parish register is for the John Pylcher who was
buried in 1566. Between 1570 and 1600, children were baptized to
families headed by a John and a Thomas Pilcher, and in 1615 and 1620 a
John Pilcher and his wife Elizabeth were buried. A John Pilcher leased
22 acres on Harshall St. from St. Thomas’s Hospital in 1618, and an
Edward Pilcher had 4 acres, called Grasslye, in Fanscombe. Henry, son
of Thomas, married in 1601 and Pilchers named John married Mary
West in 1620 and Elizabeth Coveney in 1635. Seven children were
baptized to John Pilchers before John Pilcher, “an old man,” was buried
in 1646. On 19 Dec. 1632 John Pilcher had adm. of the goods of his
brother Thomas, who was buried 30 Nov. 1632 in Hastingleigh. John
Pilcher the elder of Hastingleigh died 8 Jan. 1646. His will mentions his
son John, daus. Elizabeth (w. of Anthony Barnstable), Mary (w. of
Mathew Newman), Ann (under 20). Wm. Martin of Waltham, yeoman,
and wife Ann were exrs. John Pilcher, husbandman and widower, had
married Ann Hilles, aged about 30, on 30 Oct. 1633 in Canterbury.
Son John was presumably the John Pilcher of Hastingleigh who was
buried 16 Feb. 1667/8. His 24 Feb. 1667 mentions his wife, son John
and daughters Hester, Margaret and Ann. John Pilcher married Bennet
Byrch in 1674 and eight children were born to them before they were
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buried in 1696. In the same year, a Thomas and Ann Pilcher baptized
two children.
The next household to appear in the records is that of Benjamin and
Susannah, with six children baptized before the parents were buried in
1707. From 1716 to 1727, a Thomas Pilcher baptized four children. In
his will of 1 Aug. 1730, William Pilcher of Hastingleigh left one fourth
of his estate to the three daughters of Jeremiah Settatree, another fourth
part to the children of his daughter Mary, wife of William Ovitt, one
fourth to his daughter Sarah, wife of Thomas Pilcher, and a fourth to
Robert Court, husband of his daughter Jane, he being the exr. One of the
witnesses was John Honywood.
From 1746 to 1756 the church records baptisms of the children of Mary
Pilcher, and from 1758 to 1773 the records relate to the family of Paul
and Susannah. Paul Pilcher was a churchwarden in 1767/8. Thomas
Pilcher the elder of Hastingleigh died 27 Oct. 1762, and his will was
proved by his son Paul at Maidstone 16 Dec. 1765. The summary of the
record is:
Thomas Pilcher the elder of Hastingleigh yeo. Several parcels of woodland nr.
Elmsted in a wood there called Bowley Wood abutting to lands of Sir John
Honywood towards N. E. and W. and other lands of Sir John Honywood and
Thos. Page and Richard Sankey towards south to son Paul Pilcher for life, after
his dec. the estate to grandson Thomas Pilcher one of the sons of my sd. son
Paul for life after the determination of that estate to John Crafto of Petham
blacksmith during life of grandson Thomas Pilcher in trust. Then to son and
sons of sd. grandson Thomas Pilcher in default to John Pilcher (another son of
Paul) and then in default to Paul Pilcher (of my son John Pilcher). Residue to
son Paul, he the exor.

Between 1782 and 1788 we encounter the family of Francis Pilcher and
his wife Ann, and in the 1790s children of Isaac and William are
baptized. John Pilcher and his wife Grace Hawkins appear in the records
from 1805 and continue through 1826. The Land Tax records tell us that
in the years 1790-1800 Francis Pilcher occupied land owned by Thomas
Stickels, and in 1810-20 land of Thomas Pilcher. In 1830, “Mr. Pilcher”
owned land that had been occupied by “the late wid. Pilcher.”

In 1841 the census tells us that the only Pilcher household remaining in
Hastingleigh was that of the 60-year old laborer John Pilcher, with 5
other family members (John and Grace had ten children b. between 1805
and 1826: Ann, Martha, Elizabeth, Mary, John, Richard, Grace, Francis,
William and Thomas). “Pilcher’s land” at the Commutation of Tithes in
1841 was later called Nab’s Croft. John Pilcher was gone by 1851, when
one household of 5 members was headed by his son Richard, and another
of two members by his 67-year old widow Grace, a draper. She was also
recorded by the 1861 census, a widowed draper, age 78. In 1871 and
1881 the only household is that of a young John Pilcher, born c. 1850,
and living at Little Combe.
From the Court Baron of Sir Courtenay Honywood Bt. held at
Ashenfield 11 July 1859 we learn:
Homage David Kingsland (Foreman), John Brice, as agent for Messieurs
Pilcher.
Presented that Thomas Pilcher who held land in Wye by rent of 2s. and also a
messuage and 20 acres in Hastingleigh at 2s.10d. halfpenny has died. His will
devised the said properties to his four sons William, John, Stephen and Richard
Pilcher. Two Reliefs became due, which were paid in Court, and the said four
sons were admitted as tenants.

At the later Court Baron of Sir John William Honywood held at
Ashenfield 9 Dec. 1889 and adjourned to the Lord Nelson Inn, Waltham:
Presented that John Samuel Wanley Erle Drax held by rent of 2d., Heriot and
Relief a piece of meadow land called West Binn containing 5 acres in
Hastingleigh; also by 4s.1d. a messuage, barn, garden and 10 acres in
Hastingleigh and Wye: also by 2s. several pieces of land in Wye, formerly the
estate of Stephen Pilcher; also by 2s.2d. halfpenny [sic] a messuage and 24 acres
in Hastingleigh, formerly the estate of Stephen Pilcher.

The Marshalls of Court Lodge
John Marshall took over the lease of Court Lodge farm in 1807,
succeeding Thomas Kidder who had been the lessee from 1764. John
(1765-1846), the son of Mark and Martha (Harvey) Marshall and
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grandson of Hezekiah Marshall, was born in Brabourne and married
Elizabeth Kidder, 18 May 1789. She was born in 1771, and was
probably Thomas Kidder’s daughter. Their children, most born in
Brabourne, were:
Mary, bp. 1789
Thomas, bp. 16 September, 1791
John H. b. c.1793
Harriet, Susanna, b. 1794
William T. bp. 20 Dec. 1796
Mark, bp. 1798
Edward, bp. 1806
Sarah, bp. 1809

m. John Sutton, 28 Mar. 1807
bur. 4 June 1836
m. Thomas Sutton, 18 Aug. 1821
m. Elizabeth Sayer, 24 Aug. 1818 in Pethara
m. Sarah
m. Mary Ann
m. Edward Stickells, 24 Dec. 1836

John Jr. leased Coombe farm 1831-1836. John Sr.’s son William T.
occupied Crabtree farm in 1841 and 1851, and became Hastingleigh
Parish Clerk. A younger William Marshall, born c.1819 and probably
William T.’s son, was the lessee of Coombe farm 1836-1869.
Evidently, John Sr. was financed by his father Mark when he acquired
the Court Lodge lease. He became a Hastingleigh churchwarden, and
helped his family members as they acquired other Hastingleigh leases.
Elizabeth Kidder’s brother Thomas (1770-1853) and his wife Susannah
(1780-1862) became the subtenants of Aldelose (New Barn) farm, which
was part of John Marshall’s Court Lodge lease. John died 26 December
1845; his will was proved28 February 1846. Thomas Marshall his son
and Thomas Sutton, his son-in-law and also his nephew, were executors
of his estate. The gravestones in St. Mary’s churchyard read:
Sacred to the memory of
John Marshall
of this parish
Who died Dec. 26 th 1845
Aged 80 years
Left surviving
Elizabeth, his wife
4 sons, and 2 daughters
Also the above Elizabeth
his wife
Died Dec. 23 rd 1850
Age 82 years

Two years after John’s death, a gazetteer written in 1847 shows son-inlaw Thomas Sutton occupying Court Lodge farm. However, when the
1851 and 1861 censuses were taken, the lessee was John’s son Edward
Marshall.
The Hastingleigh Parish Register has a handwritten burial record that
was pasted in the front and signed by Gostwyck Prideaux, Rector, and
John Marshall, Churchwarden, that lists members of the allied families of
Marshall, Browning, Sayer, Kidder, and Stickells by age and where each
person was living at the time of death.
Name
George Browning
James Browning
William Browning
Martha Browning
Francis Marshall
John Sayer
Thomas Marshall
John H. Marshall
John Francis Marshall
Henrietta Sayers
Susannah Marshall
Martha Marshall
James Browning
Thomas Weeks Kidder
John Marshall
Martha Browning
John Marshall
Catherine Sayer
Elizabeth Marshall
Henry Marshall Stickells
Thomas Kidder
Susanna Kidder
Edwin Henry Mark Marshall
Edward Marshall
Mary Anne Marshall
Mark Marshall

Residence
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Crundale
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Elmstead
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Upper Hardes
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Wye
Whitestable
Elmstead
Elmstead
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Hastingleigh
Kennington
Kennington
Kennington
Stelling

Date
May 2, 1820
May 20, 1820
July 8, 1820
Dec. 13, 1820
Nov. 18, 1823
Aug. 27, 1833
Apr. 11, 1836
June 4, 1836
Apr. 29, 1837
June 11, 1837
June 28, 1837
Jan. 23, 1841
Mar. 17, 1842
Sep. 19, 1843
Dec. 31, 1845
July 20, 1846
Jan. 31, 1849
Oct. 18, 1850
Dec. 30, 1850
Dec. 24, 1851
Apr. 27, 1853
Jan. 20, 1862
Nov. 6, 1878
Dec. 19, 1879
June 1, 1882
May 3, 1884

Age
61 years
73 years
4 months
72 years
55 years
76 years
3 years 5 months
43 years
19 years
11 years
16 years
46 years
41 years
32 years
80 years
83 years
28 years
92 years
82 years
14 years
83 years
82 years
22 years
75 years
50 years
85 years
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The Tappendens of The Shop
Samuel Bagshaw’s two volume History, Gazetteer and Directory of the
County of Kent, published in 1847, lists the farmers, shopkeepers and
artisans resident in Hastingleigh in that year:
Hayward Stephen, vict. The Bowl
Offin Edward, grocer
Prideaux Rev. Gostwyck, rector

Brice Wm
Browning George
Golder Chas., New Barn
Hayward James

Stickles Cubison, shoemaker
Stickles Edward, carpenter
Sutton James, blacksmith

Farmers
Kidder Thomas
Marshall Wm, Coombe
Marshall Wm T., Sankey
Rd, grazier

Sankey Samuel John, South Hill
Sutton Thos., The Court
Swinard John

The Tappenden story begins soon thereafter. It is told most elegantly by
Arthur Marsh in A Time to Remember:
“The story goes that George Tappenden arrived in Hastingleigh on a bicycle
some time in 1849 and later started a shop at Cleveland in the front kitchen.
From 1857 to the present day the shop, including three generations of
Tappendens, has served the village faithfully across the years and is valued even
more so today when village stores are having to close with the steady advance of
town and city cut-price supermarkets. The first George Tappenden who died in
1905 was followed in business by his two sons, Edward who lived at Cleveland
and farmed the land behind and Cubison who lived at South View (formerly
Lees Farm). In 1957 George Tappenden, grandson of the first George
Tappenden, proudly celebrated with the village the centenary of the General
Store.
Notes from the Parish Meeting held on 3 rd February 1910 record that it was
suggested that the hours of Post Office business be shortened from 8 a.m. – 8
p.m. to 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. In 1911 £100 worth of household goods were insured for
2/- at the Sun Insurance office which Edward and Cubison ran in the Stores and
for which the business still holds the agency today.
Mr. Edward Tappenden would pay one shilling (5p) for each wasp nest brought
to the shop. Said one lad “Most of us were stung while killing the wasps with
short fir branches and digging at the nests with sharpened stocks, but the comb

was placed on the shop counter and with one shilling we were able to buy eight
bars of Sharps Creamy Toffee at 1½d each.”
Coal was delivered in 1918 by horse and van for 1/6d a cwt. One ton of coal
was pulled up from Wye Station by two or sometimes four horses. Pigs were
collected from local farms, which were killed at Tappenden’s Slaughter House
behind the shop. The pork sausages retailed at 6d per lb. The man who did the
carrying to and fro earned 15/- a week and the man who killed the pigs got a
quart of beer besides his wage for the work.
Newspapers came from Ashford and were taken off the bus at Brook. This
meant that someone had to walk down Chalky Land to Pickersdane to collect
and bring them to the village, for which he was paid 6d. The local telegraph boy
delivered telegrams from the shop.
Under George Tappenden the business expanded to serve 500 families and there
was a staff of eleven at one time. In the late 1930’s the Shop had expanded to
incorporate the two cottages next door and it had a store-room above it, as well
as a number of sheds and outhouses. Can we imagine the work that went into
serving the local population, as far a field as Stelling Minnis, Petham, Wye,
Brook and Stowting. In those days nothing was pre-packed and a lot of time
went into “doing up” sugar into 1 lb packets of “Blue Royaling” paper, packing
the flour from Pledge’s Mills, Ashford, in 3 lb or 7 lb bags, blending the tea,
grinding the coffee, packing up the butter from 28 lb into 1 lb (but in World War
II making it into 1 oz, 2 oz and 3 oz pats), weighing up lard and margarine,
sawing up the block salt and wrapping it in newspaper, ladling out syrup from
barrels and cutting up the huge cheeses (each household would have 2 or 3 lb a
week). They sold 4-5 sides of bacon a week, paraffin, oil lamps, bread and
cakes baked each day in the bakery behind the shop, seed potatoes, farmers’
seeds, patent medicines, ginghams, unbleached cottons, wool, hob nailed boots,
trousers, shirts, underwear and later on, electrical and garden things.
A memory from one of the assistants:
“At Michaelmas when labourers changed jobs, if I saw a cart loaded with
furniture, I had to get on my bike and follow it and see that we got their
custom.”

The Canterbury Cathedral Archives has the Tappendens’ account books
(U352).

Glossary 311

Glossary
Aid , a feudal due paid by a tenant to his lord, for example when the lord’s oldest son was
knighted.
Amercement, penalty for an offence levied at a manorial court.
Arm
Ar
miger , esquire, one entitled to display and bear a coat of arms.
Assart, a piece of land brought into cultivation after woodland is cleared.
Assize, periodic regulation of weights and measures.
Attainder
Attai
nder, forfeiture of property and loss of civil rights of a person sentenced to death or
outlawed.
Attaint, to punish by attainder.
Averagia, feudal carting services.
Bailiff, a manorial lord’s local manager.
Baron , fifth rank in the peerage. See Peerage and Lordship.
Benefice, the income from an ecclesiastical office.
Bill of Indictment, as issued by a grand jury, could be handed down either billa vera (a true
bill) or ignoramus (we don’t know).
Bordar, a smallholder typically holding 15 acres or less, usually living on the outskirts of a
manor.
Bote, the right to take timber from the waste.
Bovate, one eighth of a ploughland. Also called an oxgang.
nd

Candlemas, February 2 ; the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. See
Festivals and Feast Days.
Capite, a tenant in capite was one holding land by feudal tenure directly from the King.
Caput, the home manor of a tenant-in-chief, or a mesne lord.
Cartulary, a register of estates and liberties granted to owners by charter, together with the
charters.

Carucate, as much land as an 8-ox team could maintain in cultivation. Also called a
Ploughland, Yoke or Hide. Varied in acreage.
Churchwarden, chief lay officer of a parish.

Common, rights of common: rights enjoyed by householders living on a manor to use
manorial open space by virtue of the messuage they held.
Coniger, a rabbit warren.
Copyhold, also known as customary tenure, dictated by manorial custom. Tenure for
manorial land in return for agricultural services or, later, money payments. A new tenant
paid a Fine, and on the tenant’s death his family had to pay a Heriot . Tenure was recorded
in the manorial Court Rolls, and could only be transferred by surrender to the lord and
admission of a new tenant. A copy of the Court Roll entry served as a deed. Abolished 1
January 1926.
Cottar, the tenant of a cottage. Usually had little land, and had to work as an agricultural
laborer.
Court Baron, manorial court dealing with property matters.
Court Leet, manorial court dealing with criminal offenses.

Replaced by the Courts of

Assize.

Croft, land adjoining a house, often enclosed.
Curia Regis, the King’s Court.
Costumal, record of a manorial estate, listing customs and rents.
Custos, guardian or jailer
Deforciant, literally, a defendant; the grantor in a property transaction.
Demesne, manorial lands retained by the lord of the manor.
Deodand, that which brought about a person’s death.
Devise, to leave land by will.
Disseisin, forcible eviction.
Dominical, pertaining to a demesne.
Enfeoffment, entrustment of land to trustees, who would execute a decedent’s last will.
Entail, when a land owner ties up land to a particular family, with each successor only
enjoying a life interest, with passage to heirs by primogeniture.
Escheat, to revert to a superior lord.
Essoin, excuse for absence from a manorial court.
Exigend, writ issued when an indicted felon did not appear in court.
Extent, detailed survey and valuation of a manorial estate.
Fee, a heritable estate held of a superior lord.
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Feet of Fines, a judgment providing record of title after a purchase, in a form of legal action
pitting querentes (plaintiffs) against deforciantes (defendants).
Feoffee, a trustee.
Festivals and Feast Days. There was continuity between the cycle of pre-Christian
celebrations and those of the Christian calendar, and these is turn provided order to the
rhythms of life in agrarian England. The basic format was that of the equinoxes and
solstices, and four “quarter days” midway between them (the Celtic names for the quarter
days are Imbolc, Beltane, Lughnasadh and Samhain):
Pre-Christian
1st February. Imbolc. Offering
of cakes. Beginning of spring
ploughing

Christian
29 January. Santi Thoma Apostoli
2 February. Candlemas: Festival of Light (Purification
of the Virgin Mary)

21st March. Spring Equinox.
Planting and new growth

Sunday before Easter. Palmarum (Palm Sunday)
Easter: first Sunday after the full moon on or next after
March 21.
25 th March. Lady Day: Annunciation of the Virgin Mary.

1st May.
Beltane.
Fertility
festival: Mayday dances around
Maypole, a phallic symbol. The
German Walpurgisnacht.

37 days after Easter. Rogation. 3 days before
Ascension. Churchwardens direct “Beating of the
bounds.”
40 days after Easter. Ascension.
7th Sunday after Easter. Pentecostes: Whitsuntide

21st June. Summer Solstice.
Celebration of longest day at
midsummer.

24 th June. Trinity: Navitatis Sancti Johannis Baptiste

1st
August.
Lughnasad.
Celebration of “first fruits” of
harvest.

1st August. Lammas: Loaf mass. First loaves from new
grain.

21st September.
Autumn
Equinox Harvest festivals.

29 th September.
Michaelmas: Sancti
Archangeli: Tenancies became due.

Michaelis

st

31 October. Hallowe’en: eve of All Saints Day

st

25 December. Christmas
6 January. Epiphany
13/14 January. Hilary

31 October. Samhain. End of
harvest. Time for “blood month”
– killing of animals not to be
overwintered. “Day of the Dead”
21 December. Winter Solstice.
Yule: shortest day and rebirth of
the sun

st

th

Fine, a money payment made by a feudal tenant on a special occasion as when transferring
the rights of tenancy.
Frankpledge, system by which every man was obliged to be a member of a group of ten or
twelve, called a Tithing, who were collectively responsible for each other. Manorial Views
of Frankpledge were held to ensure that all men and boys were members of such groups.
Was one of the functions of the Court Leet.

Gang Week, rogationtide, so-called because this was the week for ‘ganging’ round the
parish to perform the perambulation of its bounds.
Gavelkind, division of a man’s land equally between his sons, and failing sons, between his
daughters.

Gentleman, one who ranked between a baron and a yeoman.
Glebe, the land held by a beneficiated clergyman.
Grange, before the dissolution, land belonging to a monastery, but too far away to be
worked by the monks.
Hallmoot, the manor court.
Haybote, the right to cut wood for fences.
Hayward, the manorial official responsible for maintenance of hedges.
Heriot, fine paid by a villein, and later by a copyholder, to his lord on inheriting land.
Hide, see Carucate.
Honour, a large estate, usually a number of manors, held by a great lord.
Housebote, the right to take wood for house maintenance.
Hundred, administrative division of a county, originally containing a hundred families,
fighting men, or hides.
Infangnethef, right of a manor court to judge a thief caught within its boundaries.
Inquisition Post Mortem, Ipm. Report of an Escheator who took possession of a deceased
tenant-in-chief’s lands and recorded them, their values, the services by which they were
held, and the identity of the heir. The report was recorded in Chancery. If the heir was a
minor, the king became his guardian.
Intestate, death without a will.
Kentish Land Measurement:
Sulung (Solin)
Yoke
Virgate
Acre
Rood
Daywerk
Perticate or Perch
Rod or Pole

Two yokes.
A ploughland, size varies.
1/4 Yoke.
An area 40 rods x 4 rods.
1/4 Acre; 40 square rods.
1/40 Acre; 4 perches.
1/160 Acre; 1 square rod.
Linear measure, about 16 feet in Kent. Elsewhere 16 ¼ feet.

Knight, originally, one who held land (a Knight’s Fee) from a tenant-in-chief in return for
performing military service. The service could be commuted by paying Scutage (shieldmoney), which enabled the king to employ soldiers. The obligation was ended in 1646,
confirmed in 1662. Today, knighthoods are awarded as lifetime honors for distinguished
service; see Peerage and Nobility.
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Knight of the Shire, member of Parliament for a rural area.
Lay Subsidy, from the end of the thirteenth century, a tax on movables.
Leas, meadowland.
Leywrite, a fine due from a villein to his lord if his unmarried daughter became pregnant.
Livery of Seisin, giving or taking of possession.
Manor, an agricultural estate held by a lord of the manor from the king as a tenant-in-chief.
Manumission, the granting of freedom to a villein by his feudal lord.
Mark, a monetary unit, worth 13s 4d.
Merchet, payment by a villein to his lord upon marriage of a child.
Messuage or Mese, a dwelling house with grounds and outbuildings.
Mesne Lord, a lord of the manor who held of a superior lord but himself was the superior
lord of a lord holding one or more of his manors.
Michaelmas, 29 September. The feast of St. Michael the Archangel. Day when tenancies
became due. See Festivals and Feast Days.
Moiety, one of two equal parts.
Muniment, evidence of rights or privileges.
Neif, a female villein.
Noncupative, By word of month.
Oxgang, one-eighth of a ploughland. Also called a bovate.
Pannage, the right to feed pigs in the woods of a manor.
Parceners, joint heirs.
Patent Rolls, registered copies of Letters Patent issued by the royal Court of Chancery.
Peerage and Nobility. Hereditary titled ranks in the United Kingdom are listed in order of
importance. The five ranks of Duke through Baron constitute the Peerage.
King , Sovereign Monarch.
Prince, son of the King, the oldest Prince becoming the heir to the throne.
Duke, first reserved for members of the royal family, and granted sparingly. The first

non-royal creations were by Richard II during his reign between 1377 and 1399.

Marquess, taken from the custodianship of marches or borders, it was instituted after

French example by Richard II in 1385 when Robert de Vere was created Marquess of
Dublin.
Earl, derived from the Saxon and Danish office of responsibility for a shire [county].
The wife of an Earl is called Countess
Countess.
Viscount, is a title derived from the Latin term vice-comes, responsible for a county.

The first Viscount was created in Ireland in 1478, based on French example.
Baron [Lord X] is of Norman origin. From the reign of William the Conqueror to the
middle of the 13th century, the dignity of Baron in England was attached to territorial
possessions: barony was in capite by tenure; i.e. for holding an honour comprising a
number of lordships or manors in return for services to the Crown. Barones majores
were the King’s principal tenants, with their titles named for their principal seats or
caputs. Before 1265 they were the only Barons summoned to Parliament. After
1265, however, individuals had to be summoned to Parliament as Barons by Writ,
and a writ was necessary to be considered one of the barones majores who
thereafter had the hereditary right to be seated in the House of Lords. Barones
minores were these who were summoned by the sheriffs for the counties as Knights
of the Shire, to sit in the precursor to the House of Commons. This continued to be
the practice until the reign of Richard II, who in 1388, introduced the creation of Baron
by Letters Patent, which became the only method by which a person was summoned
as a Peer to Parliament. Thus, Feudal Baronage predates Parliamentary Peerage by
as much as two centuries. Most Barons by Tenure, like Scottish and later Irish
Barons, were minores because they did not sit in the House of Lords. The hereditary
right of Barons to sit in the House of Lords was eliminated in the Parliamentary
reforms of 2000 and 2001.
Baronet [Sir X] is a hereditary order of knighthood founded in 1611 by James I to
provide funds for the settlement of Ireland. The original intention not to exceed 200
was soon broken, and there were lavish creations, mainly to raise money, in the
Stuart period. An order of Irish and of Scottish Baronets subsequently was
established, merged in 1707 into the Baronets of Great Britain, and in 1801 into the
Baronets of the United Kingdom.
Lord [of X] is the title that applies to the ruler of the smallest unit of government, a

townland or manor.
There are, in addition, lifetime “Honors
Honors”.
Honors The ranks are:
Life Peer . A life peer became a baron and sat in the House of Lords on conferment of

peerage. This honour may be abolished as part of the reform of the House of Lords.
Knight . Knighthood is a dignity which has its origins in Saxon times. Knights are
styled “Sir” (except for clergymen) and their wives “Lady”. Women receiving the
honour are styled “Dame”. The categories of knighthood are:
(1) The Order of the Bath
Bath. The Order of the Bath is an order of chivalry that was
founded in 1725 for service of the highest caliber. The order has a civil and military
division and is awarded in the following ranks: Knight Grand Cross (GCB), Knight
Commander (KCB) and Companion (CB).
(2) Order of St. Michael and St. George
George. This Order was founded by King George
III in 1818 and is awarded to British subjects who have rendered extraordinary and
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important services abroad or in the Commmonwealth. Ranks in the Order are Knight
or Dame Grand Cross (GCMG), Knight or Dame Commander (KCMG or DCMG) and
Companion (CMG).
Honour. This is awarded for service of conspicuous
Order of the Companions of Honour
national importance and is limited to 65 people. Recipients wear the initials CH after
their name.

(3)

(4)
Empire. King George V in 1917 created these honours
Orders of the British Empire
during World War 1 to reward services to the war effort by civilians at home and
servicemen in support positions. The orders are now awarded mainly to civilians and
service personnel for public service or other distinctions and have military and a civil
division. Ranks in the Order are Knight or Dame Grand Cross (GBE), Knight or
Dame Commander (KBE or DBE), Commander (CBE), Officer (OBE) and Member
(MBE).

Royal Victorian Order. By 1896, prime ministers and governments had
increased their influence over the distribution of awards and had gained almost total
control of the system. Therefore, Queen Victoria instituted The Royal Victorian Order
as a personal award for services performed on her behalf. Today this honour is still
awarded in recognition of services to the royal family. The ranks are Knight or Dame
Grand Cross (GCVO), Knight or Dame Commander (KCVO or DCVO), Commander
(CVO), Lieutenant (LVO) and Member (MVO).
(5)

Perambulation, procession around the parish boundaries carried out by the clergy, parish
officers and children at Rogationtide.
Perch, a unit of area 30¼ square yards; a square pole.
Pipe Rolls, accounts rendered annually by sheriffs to the Exchequer.
Plea, an action at law between parties.
Ploughland, see Carucate, Hide.
Plough Team, eight oxen.
Pole, a linear measure, 16 to 16½ feet. A rod.
Primogeniture, descent via the oldest legitimate male heir.
Quarter Days, days when rents were due, typically Lady Day (25 March), Trinity (24 June),
Michaelmas (29 September), Christmas (25 Dec.), although other dates might be
substituted by local custom. For example, in the manor of Wye in 1450 rents and services
were due on Sancti Thoma Apostoli (29 Jan.), Palmarum (Sunday before Easter), Navitatis
Johannis Baptise (Trinity, 24 June) and Sancti Michaelis (29 Sept.). See Festivals & Feast
Days.
Quarter Sessions, courts of. Assemblies of the Justices of Peace of a county, riding or
borough held at Easter, Trinity, Michaelmas and Epiphany (see Festivals). Dealt with
matters of civil administration and maintenance of public order. Felonies were referred to
the Assizes.
Querelent, literally, a plaintiff; the grantee in a property transaction.

Quia Emptores, a 1290 statute that prevented the loss of feudal obligations when a mesne
lord granted a fee to a purchaser of the land.
Quindene, the day falling a fortnight after a church festival.
Quit Rent, an annual rent releasing a tenant of services to his lord.
Reeve, the foreman of the villeins and later of the copyholders of the manor.
Regnal Dating. Until well into the seventeenth century, most documents were dated by the
year of a monarch’s reign. Thus 1 William I was 1066, 2 William I was 1067, etc. The
beginning calender years for each reign are:
1 William I
1 William II
1 Henry I
1 Stephen
1 Henry II
1 Richard I
1 John
1 Henry III
1 Edward I
1 Edward II
1 Edward III
1 Richard II
1 Henry IV
1 Henry V
1 Henry VI
1 Edward IV
1 Edward V
1 Richard III
1 Henry VII
1 Henry VIII
1 Edward VI
1 Jane
1 Mary I
1 Philip & Mary
1 Elizabeth I
1 James I
1 Charles I
1 Charles II
1 James II
1 William & Mary

1066
1087
1100
1135
1154
1189
1199
1216
1272
1307
1326/7
1377
1399
1412/13
1422
1460/1
1483
1483
1485
1509
1546/7
1553
1553
1554
1558
1602/3
1625
1648/9
1684/5
1688/9

Rod, a unit of length, about 5½ yards; a pole.
Rogationtide, the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday before Ascension Day. See Gang
Week.
Sad et Soc, the privilege of holding courts.
Scutage, annual money payment to a feudal lord in lieu of military service.
Seisin, legal possession with occupation.
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Serf, landless peasant whose body belonged to his lord; de facto slave.
Serjeanty, feudal tenure in which land was held in return for a specific service.
Sherman (Shearman), a wool shearer.
Socage, feudal tenure in which land was held in return for a money rent.
Solar, an upper room or loft.
Steward, the senior administrator of a manor. Often a lawyer, he presided at manor courts
if the lord was absent.
Subinfeudation, division of fees among subtenants. The process was ended by the Statute
of Quia Emptores in 1291. A mesne lord’s feudal obligations always passed to his subtenant.

Tenancy in Dominico, land held by the person who farms it.
Tenancy in Servicio, land held but sublet to others.
Tenant-in-Chief, a person holding feudal land directly from the king.
Tenement, a holding of land and buildings in manorial terms.
Terrier, a written description of a landed property by acreages and boundaries.
Toft, a plot of land with a building that had manorial rights of common.
Trinodas Necessitas, t he three feudal obligations attached to landholding: military service,
maintenance of roads and bridges, and upkeep of castles.
Turbary, the right of a villein to cut turf.
Useful Latin:

antea
apud
baptizatus (bapt.)
bosci
circa (circ.)
coelebs
copulati sunt
debet
de hac parochia
decessit sine proles (d.s.p.)
dimidian
dominus
duxit
ejus
eques
et alii (et al.)
filius (a) (fil.)
gallinam
innuba

before
near
was baptized
woodland, timber
about
bachelor
were married
owed
of this parish
died without progeny
half
lord
led
his or hers
knight
and others
son, daughter
chickens
unmarried woman

in matrimonia juncti sunt
item
mensis
miles
nothus
nuper
nupti fuerant
obit (ob.)
olin
puella
quondam
renatus (a)
sepultus (a) (sep.)
solutus
subcripta
terra
testes
ultimo (ult.)
ut dicitur
uterque
uxor (ux.)
videlicet (viz.)
viduus (a) (vid.)
vocatem

were joined in marriage
also, likewise
of the mouth
knight
bastard
formerly
were married
died
once
girl, spinster
formerly
baptized
buried
bachelor
recorded
arable land
witnesses
last
it is said
both
wife
namely
widower
called

Villein, a tenant of manorial land who held 1 to 3 yardlands by agricultural service and was
free except to his lord, and thus was bound to his holding. His land was held hereditarily by
the right of custom of the manor, and he was required to perform regular week work, plus
boon work at such times as harvest. He could not bring suit in the lord’s court; nor could he
marry without permission. After 1500, villeinage was transformed into copyhold tenure.
Waywarden, surveyor of roads.
Yardland, unit of land, about 30 acres.
Yeoman, freeholder who ranked beneath a gentlemen but above a smallholding
husbandmen.
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Appendix 1
Ancestral Connections to Hastingleigh & Aldelose

Among Janet Berry’s ancestors are (in bold face) the de Couens and de
Hautes, who were lords of the manor and the Beaumonts who were
tenants-in-chief of Hastingleigh, plus the de Says, who held Aldelose.
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Appendix 2
Terrier and Rental of Manors of Hastingleigh and
Aldelose, 1563
Transcript and Translation by Janet Gyford for
Brian Berry, July 2001

Folio 321 - page 1
The manors of Hastingleigh and Aldelose.
A terrier or bounder of all the Dominical lands, meadows, leas, woods and pastures
th
belonging to the same manors, made the 20 day of the month of May in the fifth year of
the reign of our sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of god Queen of England, France,
and Ireland, defender of the faith etc., by the Survey of James Bacon (Treasurer), Richard
Colston and Thomas Pierson (Governors) for Saint Thomas’s
Thomas’s Hospital.
The site of the manor of Hastingleigh
First, the site of the same manor with the courtlodge or dwelling house standing upon the
same, containing two acres and one half acre. And it boundeth to the lands of the same
manor called Glorydane east, to the churchyard there south, to the lands of the same
manor called Westfield west, and to the lands of the same manor called Culv[er]hill north.
Sum – 2 acres and a half
Lands called Goddishill and Courtpike
Item, two pieces of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the names of
Goddyshill and Courtpike, containing 24 acres, lying together to the site of the same manor
and to a croft of land of th[e h]eirs of David Forstall west, to the King’s highway leading from
the com[m]on of Evyngton unto Eleham north, to the King’s highway leading from the
messuage of one [Christ]opher Belling unto Canterbury, and to a sheep pasture, parcel of
the same manor, called Kingmandowne east, and to another piece of land parcel of the
same manor called Glorydane south.
Sum – 24 acres

Folio 321v - page 2
A piece of sheep pasture called Kyngmandowne
Item, a sheep leas called and known by the name of Kyngmandowne, parcel of the sam e
manor, containing 26 acres and a half, and lieth to the King’s highway leading from the
messuage of the said [Christ]opher Belling to Canterbury east, to a piece of land, parcel of
the same manor, called the Mead, and to a wood belonging to the same manor called
Herstewodd south, to the lands aforesaid called Glorydane and Courtpyke, and to another
parcel of land belonging to the said manor called the Nine acres west and north.
Sum – 26 acres and a half
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A piece of land called the Meade
Item, a croft of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of the
Meade, containing six acres and a half, lying to the King’s highway leading from Braborne
to the messuage of the aforenamed [Christ]opher Bellynge east, to the lands of the said
[Christ]opher Bellynge south, to the aforesaid wood called Herstewodd west, and to the
aforesaid sheep pasture called Kyngmandowne north.
Sum – 6 acres and a half
A piece of woodland called Herstewodd
Item, a piece of woodland called and known by the name of Herstewodd, parcel of the
same manor, containing six acres one rod, lying to the croft aforesaid called the Meade
east, to the lands of John Halke south, to a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called
Lamberdes leas west, and to Kyngmandowne aforesaid north.
Sum – 6 acres one rood
A piece of land called Lamberdes leas
Item, a piece of land called and known by the name of Lamberdes leas, parcel of the same
manor, containing 38 acres, lying to the said wood called Herstewodd east, to the lands of
the said John Halke south, to a wood of the same John Halke, to a wood, parcel of the
same manor, called Lynche wodd, and to another piece of land parcel of the same manor
called Westefelde west and north, to a parcel of land called the Playstoole, to a piece of
land called the Nyneacre, parcel of the same manor, and to Kingmandowne aforesaid
north.
Sum – 38 acres

Folio 322, page 3
A piece of land called the Playstoole
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Playstoole, containing two acres, lying to Lamberdes leas aforesaid south, to the said piece
of land called the Nyne acre east, to the Churchyard and to the site of the same manor
north, and to the aforesaid piece of land called Westefeld west.
Sum – 2 acres
A piece of land called the Nyne acres
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of the Nyne
acres, lying to Kingmandowne aforesaid east, to the said piece of land called Lamberdes
leas south, to the said Playstole west, and to a piece of land called Glorydane, parcel of the
same manor, north.
Sum – 9 acres
A piece
piece of land called Glorydane
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Glorydane, containing 13 acres, lying to Kingmandowne aforesaid and the said Nyne acres
east and south, to the site of the same manor west, and to the aforesaid piece of land called
Goddyshyll north.
Sum – 13 acres
A piece of land called Westfeilde
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Westfelde, containing 34 acres, lying to the Churchyard, the site of the same manor, and to
a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called Culv[er]hyll east, to a piece of land, parcel
of the same manor, called the Lynche and to the aforesaid wood called Lynchwodd south,
to a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called Tomlyndane, to the lands of the said
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heirs of David Forstall, to the lands of Richard Halke late Cockes, to the lands of
[Christ]opher Amounte[?], and to another piece of land. parcel of the same manor, called
Amyottescrofte west, to the lands of the said Richard Halke late Busshoppes, and to a
piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called Haymerland north.
Sum – 34 acres

Folio 322v - page 4
A piece of land called Lynchedon with a wood called Lynchewodd
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Lynchdowne alias the Lynche and a piece of wood lying to the same called and known by
the name of Lynchewodd containing two acres and a half, bounding to a Church way
coming from South hyll south, to Lamberdes leas aforesaid east, to the glebelands
pertaining to the parsonage of Hastingleighe called the Parson’s downe west, and to the
aforesaid piece of land called West felde north.
Sum – 2½ acres
A piece of land called Tomlynland
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Tomlynland containing nine acres, and it lies to the said lands called the Parson’s Downe
south, to the King’s highway leading from South hyll aforesaid unto Haym[er] west, to the
lands of the said heirs of David Forstall north, and to the lands of the same manor east.
Sum – 9 acres
A piece of land called Amyettes crofte
Item, a croft of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of Amyettes
crofte, containing two acres, lying to the Church way of Hastinglighe leading from Mountes
crosse south, to the lands of the said Richard Halke late Busshoppes west and north, and
to the said piece of land called Westfelde east.
Sum – 2 acres
A piece of land called Haym[er]land
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Haymerland, containing six acres, lying to the lands of the said Richard Halke late
Bushhoppes called Gylton[?] west, to a com[m]on called Evyingtons[?] leas north, to the
lands of the said David Forstall late Borh[a]ms east, to a piece of land, parcel of the same
manor, called Culv[er]hill and to the said field called West felde south.
Sum – 6 acres

Folio 323 – page 5
A piece of land called Culv[er]hill
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, called and known by the name of
Culv[er]hyll, containing six acres, lying to the site of the said manor south, to parcel of the
said piece of land called Goddyshyll, unto the land of the said heirs of David Forstall east,
and to the lands, parcel of the same manor, called by the names of Westfelde and
Hamerland aforesaid west and north.
Sum – 6 acres

Sum of all the acres of the land and wood }
belonging to the manor of Hastingligh } 177 acres one rood
aforesaid }
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The Bounds and number of acres
acr es of all the Dominical lands and woods belonging to the
manor of Aldelose
The site of the manor of Aldelose whereon sometime the mansion house stood, together
with a pasture field called Mylfelde with two crofts to the same adjoining
First, the site of the same manor, whereon sometime the mansion house stood, now being
decayed, containing one acre, a field called Mylfeilde, parcel of the same manor, containing
thirty-seven acres, and two crofts of land to the same adjoining, lying to the lands of
Thomas Scott esquire called Braborne downe east, to a sheep leas, parcel of the same
manor, called Aldelose downe and Aldelose Busshes south and west, and to a shireway
leading from Aldelose Busshes aforesaid to South Hylle or to the Braborne downe north.
Sum – 38 acres

Folio323v – page 6
Two pieces of sheep pasture called Aldelose downe and Aldelose busshes
Item, two pieces of sheep pasture, p[ar]cell of the same manor, lying together, com[m]only
called and known by the names of Aldelose downe and Aldelose busshes, containing forty
acres, lying to Braborne downe aforesaid east, to a highway leading from Braborne unto
Cooclescombe[?] south, to the lands of th[e h]eirs of Sampson Moone, to the lands of the
manor of Hampton, and to the lands of Thomas Smethe late Fordredes north, to the said
piece of sheep pasture called Mylfeld, and unto two other pieces of land, parcel of the sam e
manor, called the Reeds and Bekysfelde east.
Sum – 40 acres
A piece of bushy and rough[?] land called the Reedes
Item, a piece of land, parcel of the same manor, being bushes and rough[?], commonly
called and known by the name of the Reedes, containing eight acres, lying to a wood parcel
of the same manor called Aldelose wood east, to the said Shire way leading from Aldelose
busshes to South hyll or to Brabone downe south, to the said piece of land called Aldelose
busshes west, and to the aforesaid field called Bekysfeilde north.
Sum – 8 acres
A piece of land or field of pasture called Bekysfield
Item, a piece of land or field of pasture, parcel of the same manor, commonly called and
known by the name of Bekysfelde, containing forty acres, lying to the lands of the said
Richard Halke and John Halke east, to the lands of the same Richard Halke, and to a wood,
parcel of the same manor, called Aldelose wood, and to the aforesaid piece of land called
the Reedes south, to the lands of the same manor called Aldelose Busshes and to the
King’s highway leading from West Brabone to Stonehepe upon Ashem[er]felde hethe west,
and to the lands belonging to the manor of Combe called Greate Cowe leas and Lyttle
Cowe leas north.
Sum – 40 acres

Folio 344 – page 7
A piece of woodland called Aldelose wood
Item a piece of woodland or wood called Aldelosewood, parcel of the same manor,
containing nine acres, lying to the lands of the aforenames John Halke east, to the said
Shireway leading from Aldelose busshes unto Southe Hyll or to Brabone downe south, to
the lands aforesaid called Bekysfelde and to the Redes west and north.
Sum – 9 acres
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Sum of all the acres of land and wood }
belonging to the manor of Aldelose aforesaid } 135 acres
Sum total acres of land and wood both of the }
manor of Hastinglighe and of Aldelose } 312 acres 1 rood
Rental of Hastinglygh and Aldelose
First, from John Scot, knight for his rent per annum
From Humfrey Gay for his rent per annum
From Richard Halke for the old rents of his own per annum
From the same for land late of William Cloke

18s. 11d.
9d.
12s. 11d.
2s.4d.
whence

For a little tenement
From Richard Belling for his rent per annum
From the same for land late of Alice Williams per annum
From Sampsone Cloke for his rent per annum

1d.
6s.4d.
6d.
3s.8d.

whence
For a fee farm
From the same for a messuage and land late Geffereis
From David Gorh[a]m for land late of Thomas Dalyes per annum
From the relict of Christopher Fordered for her rent per annum

4d.
11d.
11½d.
17d.

Folio 344v – page 8
From the same for land late of James Dalis per annum
From William Forstall for his rent per annum
From the tenant(s) of the land of Joan Baker for their rent per annum
From the heir(s) of Geoffrey Mone for their rent per annum
From William Amownte for his rent per annum
From Thomas Dalye for land late of Thomas Basyleis per annum
From rent of the same of the field called Great Cowlease per annum
Sum total 57s.7½d.

6d.
3s.4d.
21d.
3d.
4d.
3d.
2s.2d.

Cockerels and hens owned to the manors of Hastingleigh and Aldelose
First, from Thomas Dalie per annum
From Richard Belling per annum
Sum of cockerels: 3½

1 cockerel
2½ cockerels

From Sampsone Cloke per annum

5 hens
whence

From the messuage of Geffereis
From Richard Belling per annum

1 hen
5 hens
whence

From land late of Alice Williams
From the heirs of Geoffrey Mone per annum
From William Forstall per annum
From the heirs of Joan Baker per annum
Sum of hens: 13 hens

1 hen
1 hen
1 hen
1 hen
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Appendix 3
The Rents of the Manor of Combe due at the Feast
of the Purification of Our Lady, c.1560-70.
Henry Gybbes for lands late his fathers ………………………………………….
“
“
“ “
“ Enges ………………………………………………………..
John Enge for his own lands ……………………………………………..
William Prowde for the tenement and lands called Harssole …
“
“
“ “
“
“
“
“ Litlecombe …….
Thomas Bet for his own lands …………………………………….……………………….
“
“ for lands late Barbetts ……………………………………………………..
“
“ “
“
“ Rickthornes ………………………………………………..
John Pilchar for land late his fathers ………………………………………………..
“
“
“ lands late Soxtens (Sextens?) and Cofyns …….
Richard Martin for land late John Sexten ……………………………………….
Sum … 10/3

2/4
3 ½d
8d
13d
2/2
10d
8d
4d
9 ½d
8d
5d

The above is followed by very similar lists for Midsummer and Michaelmas and then
by the “customs” for the same lands:
William Proude for land late John Serls ………………………………………….
A share pice ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
and 4 hens and 44 eggs ………………………………………………………………………..
John Pilchar for Gages …………………………………………………………………………..
“
“
“ Coult’s ………………………………………………………………………………
David Forstall for lands sometime Philip Deus …………………………..
Thomas Bett for Collyar’s ……………………………………………………………………..
Sum – 5/1, 4 hens, 44 eggs.

2/3
12d
6d
6 ½d
4 ½d
5d

Then follows a list “Hens belonging to the manor of Combe,” in the same order as
the rents.
Henry Gibbes for the chappell rent …………………………………………………
Richard Churchman for his lands bought of Enge ……………………

2/2 ½d
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Appendix 4
Survey of St. Thomas’s Hospital’s manors,
1616 and 1618
Transcript of sections concerning Combe, Grove, Fanscombe,
Hastingleighe and Aldelose manors (folios 54 to 66), by Janet
Gyford for Brian Berry, April 2001

Folio 54 (pencilled page number 131):COMBE
A survey of the tenants of the said manor with what lands they hold and by what yearly
rents and services, there made and taken the seven and twentieth day of August in the
sixteenth year of King James of England &c., 1618
Humphrey Philpot
Humphrey Philpot holds freely a tenement and four and twenty
acres of land more or less thereunto belonging, lying all together in
Crundall and Waltham parishes, in a village called Harsall, and the
said Philpot doth now dwell in the said tenement which was of
ancient time called Burbitts and was sometimes the lands of Betts,
and the yearly rent is 5s.8d. and four hens, and the lands belonging
to the said tenement abut to the lands of Thomas Twisden esquire
on the part north, and the lands of John Pilcher and of Thomas
Pilcher (now Edward Birches) east, the King’s street south, and the
lands of Nicholas Sawkins and to certain lands of this manor of
Combe west
Henry Berrye
Henry Berrye holds a croft of and containing by estimation three
acres more or less called Stopes, sometimes Forstalls, lying in the
parish of Wye, betwixt a close called Richards Land and another
close called Willowes Hooks, parcel of the demesnes of the manor
of Combe east, north and west, and to a common highway leading
from Wye to Elmsted south, and the yearly rent is 4½d. & a heriot

A tenement & 24
acres of land

Rent 5s.8d. & 4
hens

A croft of land
cont[aining] 3
acres called
Hopes
Rent 4½d. Heriot

Folio 54v (pencilled page number 132):John Pilcher
John Pilcher holds of this manor a messuage lying in Harsall street
and two and twenty acres of land more or less to the same
belonging, and the lands do lie all together in the parish of Waltham
Crundall and Hastingley, and abut upon the lands of Humphrey

A messuage & 22
acres of land
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Philpott west, the lands of Thomas Twisden esquire and of Nicholas
Sawkins gent[leman] north, east and south, and the yearly rent is
5s.10d.
Edmond Marshall
Marshall
Edmond Marshall holds of this manor freely one messuage called
Plaistoole lying in Harsall street, and two parcels of land to the same
belonging, lying in the parishes of Hastingleighe and Waltham,
some of it abutting to the Kings Highe streete there north, to the
lands of Nicholas Sawkins gent[leman] east and south, and to a
lane there called Mill Lane west, and other part of it called Boyne
acre abuts to the Mill Lane east, and to the demesnes of the manor
of Combe south and west, and to the lands of Paul Spratt north, and
the yearly rent is 12d. and one hen
Nicholas Sawkins
Nicholas Sawkins gent[leman] holds one messuage called Little
Combe and three score and ten acres of land thereunto belonging,
lying in the parish of Hastingleighe abutting to the lands of
Christopher Cock south, to the High Street leading from Hastingley
unto Wye and to the demesnes of this manor of Combe east, and to
the other lands of the said Nicholas now in the occupation of John
Paine and to the lands of Edward Marshall north

Rent 5s.10d.
A messuage
called Plaistoole
and 2 parcels of
land
Boyne Acre
Rent 1s.,
1 hen
A messuage
called Little
Combe & 70
acres of land

Folio 55 (pencilled page number 133):And the said Nicholas Sawkins holds more of this manor a tenement
in Harsall now in John Paine the elder his occupation, and five
pieces of land containing twenty acres by estimation, abutting upon
the lands of Christopher Cock south, the demesnes of the manor of
Combe and to the High street east, and to the lands of Edward
Marshall west

A tenement & 5
parcels of land
cont[aining] 20
acres
Rent for all 7s.

th

38 [year of] Eliz[abeth]
And he holds certain lands called Newlands and Hele containing by
estimation twelve acres arable and pasture, which he purchased of
Henry Gibbs, and the yearly rent is 2s.
Christopher Cock
Christopher Cock holds freely of this manor a tenement called Little
Combe lying in Hastingleigh adjoining to the house now of Thomas
Rigden, and four acres of land more or less to the said tenement
belonging, lying in two parcels, one of them abutting upon the land
of Nicholas Sawkins now in the occupation of John Paine the
younger north, and the other parcel abutteth north on the grounds of
the said Nicholas now in the occupation of John Paine the elder,
and on the King’s highway leading from Hastingleigh to Wye south,
and in part upon the land of Thomas Rigden west, and the land was
sometimes Engeis, and the yearly rent is 2s.4d. & two hens
Thomas Friend
Thomas Friend doth hold freely one parcel of land containing two
acres and an half, lying in Hastingleigh at Paules Crosse, abutting
upon the lands of Henry Berrye towards the east, to the King’s high

12 acres called
Newlands & Hele
Rent 2s.
A tenement called
Little Combe & 4
acres of land

Rent 2s.4d. & 2
hens
2 acres and a half
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street there south and west, and the lands of William Atwood
towards the north, and was sometimes Churchmans, and the yearly
rent is 2½d.

Rent 2½d.

Folio 55v (pencilled page number 134):Thomas Rigden
Thomas Rigden holds freely a tenement called Little Combe lying in
Hastingleigh, and it adjoins to the tenement of Christopher Cock,
and six and twenty acres more or less thereunto belonging and all
the said land (other than a hempland, and orchard and a court
before the door adjoining to the said house) do lie on the other side
of the highway over against the said house, and abut in part (vizt.)
east, south and west, upon the demesne lands belonging to the
manor of Combe and to the lands of Nicholas Sawkins and
Christopher Cock north, and it was sometimes Naball[?] Gibbs, and
before of Henry Gibbs, and the yearly rent is 10s.7½d. and 3 hens
Edward Birch
Edward Birch doth hold freely of this manor a tenement lying in
Harsall street and nine acres of land more or less, to the said
tenement belonging, and the said tenement abuts or adjoins unto
the highway leading from Wye to Canterbury, and the lands abut
upon the land of Humfrey Philpott in part west, and another parcel
upon John Pilcher on the part east, and the foresaid King’s highway
south, and another parcel of land called Gaggs lying upon the
highway from Combe to Canterbury north, and upon the land of
Nicholas Sawkins east and west, and upon the demesnes of Combe
south, and the yearly rent is 2s.3 ½d.
Henry Jupit
Henry Jupit doth hold freely of this manor one parcel of land called
Brownetowne lying in Hastingleigh abutting upon the demesnes of
the manor of Combe south, west and north, and the King’s highway
east, and it was sometimes Dunkins[?], the yearly rent is 4d.

A tenement called
Little Combe and
26 acres

Rent 10s.7½d.
3 hens
A tenement & 9
acres of land
Gaggs

2s.3½d.

Brownetowne
Rent 4d.

Folios 56 and 56v are blank
Folio 57 (pencilled page number 137):GROVE
A survey of the tenants
tenants of the said manor with what lands they hold
and by what yearly rents and services, there made and taken the
seven and twentieth day of July in the sixteenth year of King James
of England &c., 1618
[10d. to Mr Crux[?] as to Aldelose] [this probably added later]
Thomas Owden
th
th
nd
rd
5 [year of] H[enry] 8 was Mounts; 2 & 3 [years of] Mar[y];
th
th
29 [year of] Eliz[abeth]; 38 [year of] Eliz[abeth]
Thomas Owden holds freely of this manor one messuage in
Hastingleighe and one acre more or less, called Crouch Croft,
abutting upon the land of Henry Berrye west and to the lands of

1 messuage & 1
acre of land called
Crouch Croft
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Lusshington north, and to the King’s street east and south, and the
yearly rent is 2¼d. and it is heriotable
Roger Eppes
28th [year of] H[enry] 8 it was John Bulfinches land; 29th & 32 nd
[years of] H[enry] 8; 2nd & 3rd [years of] Mar][y]; 29 th, 38 th
[years of] Eliz[abeth]
Roger Eppes holds of this manor freely one close called Mabb
Close containing by estimation three acres and a half of land, lying
next the manor of Combe towards the north, and the street towards
the south and east, and lyeth at Cowlescrosse and it was
sometimes Thomas Owdens, and the yearly rent is 4½d. Heriot
when it occurs, and suit of court
Henry Jupit
Unpaid and denied to hold this land of any other manor, but of
the manor of Ashmansfield [this added below the name,
probably later]
17th, 26th [years of] H[enry] 8; 1st, 21st, 26th years of]
Eliz[abeth]
Henry Jupit doth hold freely certain lands in Hastingleigh called
Stapull lying in Stapull, whereupon a tenement is now built, but of
ancient time a barn was only thereupon, which is yet standing, and
abuts east upon John Potts’ land, and upon the land of Thomas
Sharp south, and the King’s high street west, and the demesnes of
the manor of Combe north, by fealty and the yearly rent of 12¾d.,
and it is heriotable. This land was sometimes Dunkins and before
Smiths and before that Avis Fordred

Rent 2¼d. Heriot

One close called
Mabb close & 3
acres & a half
Rent 4½d. Heriot

Certain lands
called Stapull

Rent 12¾d.
Heriot

1710 June 9th
By the acknowledgem[en]t of John Browning the present
ten[ant], the field out of which this rent issues is called Flock
Field, and cont[ains] about three acres
[later addition]

Folio 57v (pencilled page number 138):[This is denied] [probably added later]
John Skelton
[Unp[ai]d] [probably added later]
th
th
st
th
5 , 26 , 31 [years of] H[enry] 8; 26 [year of] Eliz[abeth
John Skelton holds freely [a messuage in] [deleted] certain lands in
Hastingleighe and twenty acres more or less, of ground thereunto
belonging, the house and orchard abutting upon the King’s high
street towards the west, and the lands of Christopher Dallye towards
the south, and the lands do lie together and abut upon the
demesnes of the manor of Combe towards the south, and upon
Christopher Dallie’s land towards the west, and a common highway
going through the said lands, and were sometimes the land of
Rands and after Bakers, and after of Lewis, and the yearly rent is
17d., one hen and a quarter of a hen, and seventeen eggs, and it is
heriotable

p3
A messuage & 20
acres of ground
Rent 17d. 1 hen &
a quarter & 17
eggs
Heriot
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William Atwood
5th, 29 th, 31st [years of] H[enry] 8; 12th [year of] James
William Atwood holds freely a parcel of land containing four acres
more or less lying next Grovedowne or Grovedane, and the yearly
rent is 4½ d., and it is heriotable, and it abuts ? [query is in the
original]
Henry Berrye
Henry Berrye doth hold freely of this manor one tenement
sometimes Forstalls and before Borhams, and it is called Heymer
and it lieth in Hastingleigh adjoining to the King’s highway leading
from Wye to Elmestead, and another highway is west to the said
house, and there are eight acres more or less of land which are
holden of this manor belonging to the said tenement, in one parcel
of which the said tenement doth stand, and abuts upon the house
and land of James Owdye in part, and upon the lands of --- [blank in
original] Lusshington in part, another parcel thereof adjoins south
upon the King’s highway leading from Elmestead to Wye

4 acres of land
Rent 4½d.
Heriot
One tenem[en]t
called Heymer & 8
acres of land

Folio 58 (pencilled page number 139):and adjoins upon the lands of --- [blank in original] Lusshington
east, and another parcel contains four acres or thereabouts and
joins to the parcel aforesaid, and to the King’s highway west and
north, and to the lands of --- [blank in original] Lusshington south
and east, and another parcel containing an acre and a half adjoins
upon the King’s highway leading from Elmestead to Wye south, and
to the lands of Thomas Friend south and west, and to Ashenfields
lands on the north, and to the lands of Thomas Skelton east, and
the yearly rent is 2s.3d., two hens, and five and twenty eggs, suit of
court, and heriot

Rent 2s.3d., 2
hens & 25 eggs
Heriot

Folios 58v, 59 and 59v are blank
Folio 60 (pencilled page number 143):FANSCOMBE
A Survey of the tenants of the said manor with what lands they hold and by what yearly
rents and services, there made and taken the seven and twentieth day of July in the
sixteenth year of King James of England &c. 1618
Sir Timothy Thornhill
th
th
th
16 [year of] H[enry] 8; 16 [year of] Eliz[abeth]; 7 [year] of
James
Sir Timothy Thornhill, knight, doth hold freely of this manor one field
called Fanscombe field, holden of this manor by fealty, suit of court,
and the yearly rent is 4s.9d., and it abuts towards the east in part
upon the demesnes of the manor of Fanscombe and the lands of
Roger Dawson, and of the demesnes of the manor of Wye and of
John Dewse south and in part east, and to the lands of the manor of
Wye west, and to the other lands of the said Sir Timothy Thornhill
towards the north

One field called
Fanscombe field

Rent 4s.9d.
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21st [year of] Eliz[abeth], 29 th [year of] Eliz[abeth]
And the said Sir Timothy Thornhill holds also freely two acres of
land more or less in Fanscombe, which was sometimes Hamonds,
and it abuts in part upon Fanscombe field towards the east, to the
lands of the manor
of Wye south and east, and upon the lands of John Dewse north,
and the yearly rent is 3d.
John Deuse
9th [year of] H[enry] 8; 2nd [year of] E[dward] 6; 5th [year of]
Eliz[abeth]; 38 th [year of] Eliz[abeth]
John Dewse holds freely of this manor seven acres and half more or
less in Wye lying in two several parcels, the greater parcel abutting
to the demesnes of the manor of Fanscombe toward the south and
east, and to the lands of the manor of Wye and the lands of Sir
Timothy Thornhill to the west, and to the lands of Roger Dawson to
the north, and the smaller parcel abuts to the lands of Sir Timothy
Thornhill to the north, east and south, and to the lands belonging to
the manor of Wye to the west, and the yearly rent is 11½d.

2 acres

Rent 3d.

7 acres and a half

Rent 11½d.

Folio 60v (pencilled page number 144):Edward Pilcher
10th, 16th, 38 th [years of] Eliz[abeth]
Edward Pilcher holds freely four acres of land more or less called
Grasslye lying upon the demesnes of Combe south and west, and
the demesnes of the manor of Wye towards the east and north, and
the yearly rent is 6d., and it was sometimes Hewitts
23rd, 33rd [years of] H[enry] 8, 38 th [year of] Eliz[abeth]
And the said Edward holds also two acres more or less in Wye and
it is called Le Reede and adjoins to Petstreete north, and upon the
leaze of John Pilchard an infant, son of Thomas Pilcherd deceased,
south and west, and the yearly rent is 3d. and it was sometimes
Cozens
Roger Dawson
th
st
nd
9 [year of] H[enry] 8; 21 , 22 [years of] Eliz[abeth]
Roger Dawson holds freely two acres of land more or less,
sometimes Martin and before Beverleys, and it lies in Fanscombe
next the land now of Sir Timothy Thornhill sometimes Mr Kempes
called Great Fanscombe west and north, and the land of John
Dewse south, and towards the east upon the lands of the manor of
Fanscombe, and the yearly rent is 3d.

4 acres of land
called Grasslye
Rent 6d.
2 acres called Le
Reede
Rent 3d.

2 acres of land

Rent 3d.
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Folios 61 and 61v are blank
Folio 62 (pencilled page number 147):HASTINGLEIGH
A Survey of the tenants of the said manor with what lands they hold and by what yearly
rents and services, there made and taken the eight and twentieth day of July in the
sixteenth year of King James of England &c. 1618
William Atwood
1st [year of] Eliz[abeth]; 12th [year of] James
William Atwood doth hold freely of this manor two crofts, the one
called Tomplenlane, the other called Melcroft, the croft called
Tomplenlane abutting upon the lands of this manor east and south,
and to the Kings high street leading towards Braborne west, and to
the land of William Hawke north, and the other croft containing two
acres or thereabouts abuts upon the demesne lands of this manor
east south and west, and upon the King’s street north, and the
yearly rent is 11½d. and heriot and was sometimes Forstalls
And the said William holds also a tenement in Hastingleighe
sometimes Forstalls, now in the occupation of William Sturdye, and
lies next to the house of Henry Berrye and adjoins or abuts upon the
common highway, and the yearly rent is threepence and heriot
This messuage was Phillip Dewse his messuage, and [in
the] 17th [year of] Henry 7 he paid 21d. for a relief after the
death of his father, whereby it appears the rent is 10½d.
but not heriotable, and after that Forstall bought it
Richard Haulke
Richard Haulke holds freely two messuages with their
appurtenances called Southill in the parish of Hastingleighe, and the
said tenements doe lie together against the parsonage house of
Hastingleighe on the other side of the highway there, and one
hundred and twenty acres of land, more or less, to the same
belonging lying in several and distinct fields, and abut in part upon
the lands of Mr Edward Scot, and some upon the demesne lands of
this manor, and in part upon the lands of John Searle gent[leman]
and the yearly rent is 15s.3½d. and five hens

2 crofts
1 called
Tomplenlane
2 Melcroft

Rent 11½d. Heriot

A tenement

Rent 3d. Heriot
2 messuages
called Southill &
120 acres of land

Rent 15s.3½d. &
5 hens

Folio 62v (pencilled page number 148):John Searle
John Searle gent[leman] holds freely a messuage and certain lands
called King meadow, the said messuage lying in Hastingleighe
abutteth upon the highway leading from Braborne to Canterbury,
and there is three score acres of land, more or less, thereunto
belonging which is also holden of this manor, and do lie together the
[sic] demesne lands of this manor and of Richard Haulkes on the
part west, and the lands of Mr Edward Scott in part south, and the
other lands of the said John Searle called Woodmanspit on the east,
and the yearly rent is 9s.2½d., five hens, two cocks and a half, this
th
th
is heriotable as appears by the rolls of 5 [year of] Henry 8, 38
th
[year of] Elizabeth, 12 [year of] James

A messuage &
certain lands
called Kingmandowne & 60 acres

Rent 9s.2½d. 5
hens 2 cocks & an
half. Heriot
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Elizabeth Lisshington
Elizabeth Lisshington wife of Simon Lisshington doth hold freely of
this manor one messuage and twenty acres of land, more or less,
lying in Hastingleighe, and the house is called Heymer and lieth at
Heymer Sole or Pond, and the lands that be holden of this manor do
lie on the backside of the said house, and the yearly rent is
3s.11½d. and it is heriotable
William Hawkes
William Hawkes doth hold freely one messuage lying in Hastingleigh
abutting upon the street called Foxstreete east, and the house is
called Cox, and twenty acres of land, more or less, is thereunto
belonging, two fields parcel thereof lying upon the east side of the
said street, abutting in part upon the said street and in part upon the
highway running along the Leez called Eventons Leez, north, and
another close lying against the foresaid house gate and upon the
highway west, and upon Mount Sayers north, and upon the
demesnes of Hastingleighe east, and upon the lands of William
Atwood south,

A messuage and
20 acres of land.
Heymer.
Rent 3s.11½d.
Heriot

A messuage
called Cox & 20
acres of land

Folio 63 (pencilled page number 149):and four fields more lying together upon the Kings highway leading
from Southill to Eventons Leez and from that way to Heymer, north,
and west upon Little Cowe Leez and other lands called Barkefielde,
and upon the lands of Richard Haulkes south, and the yearly rent is
2s.3d., and it is heriotable, for where the rent was anciently 4s.,
Elizabeth Lisshington for her part thereof payeth 9d.
Elizabeth Lisshington
Elizabeth Lisshington wife of Simon Lisshington holds freely of this
manor one parcel of a croft in Hastingleighe anciently called Grove
Dane and was parcel of the lands abovesaid and now called
Haulkes Dane, and lyeth to the Kings high street in Hastingleigh
south, to the lands of Henry Berrye west and north, and upon the
other lands of the said Lisshington to the east, and the yearly rent is
9d. and heriotable
Mount
Alice Mount widow, late the wife of John Mount, holds for term of
her life two cottages or small houses lying near together, and there
is two acres and a half or thereabouts of land to the same belonging
and abuts upon the Kings highway leading from the demesnes of
the manor of Hastingleighe toward Wye and upon another highway
leading from Eventonleez to Southill lands of William Haulke, south,
and the demesnes of this manor upon the east, and the yearly rent
th
is 4d. and it is heriotable as appears by the rolls of 5 [year of]
th
th
Henry 8, 5 [year of] Elizabeth and 26 [year of] Elizabeth

Rent 2s.3d.
heriotable
A parcel of a croft
called Grovedane
and Hulkes Dane
Rent 9d.
Heriotable
2 cottages or
small houses and
2 acres and a half
or land.

Rent 4d. Heriot
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8 June 1710
Total of these rents
2 cocks & hens ½ at 8d.

£

s

d

1
0
2

13
08
01

01
04
05

[later addition]

Folios 63v, 64, 64v are blank
Folio 65 (pencilled page number 153):ALDELOSE
A survey of the tenants of the said manor with what lands they hold and by what yearly
rents and services,
services, there made and taken the eight and twentieth day of July in the
sixteenth year of King James of England &c., 1618
Edward Scott
Edward Scot holds of this manor certain lands freely but which in
particular the same be not yet known unto the homage, the yearly rent
is 10s.11d., suit of court, and it is heriotable
John Bull
33rd [year of] H[enry] 8; 1st, 4th, 5th [years of] Eliz[abeth]
John Bull, son and heir of John Bull, holds of this manor two several
parcels of land in Hastingleighe, sometimes one parcel of pasture of
Sheepeleaz, containing by estimation eighteen acres abutting upon
the demesnes of Aldelose east and north, and west against a Shere[?]
way upon Hampton Downe, and the yearly rent is 3d. and a hen, and it
is heriotable, which lands were sometimes Moones, anciently called
Moones Downes

Rent 10s.11d.
Heriot

18 acres called
sometimes
Moones
Downes
Rent 3d.
Heriot

Folio 65v (pencilled page number 154):Richard Dallye
5th [year of] H[enry] 8; 3rd [year of] Eliz[abeth]; 12th [year of]
James
Richard Dallye doth hold of this manor one parcel of land called
Levendane and one parcel of wood called Shepwood, all lying in
Hastingleighe, and the said parcel called Levendane abuts upon the
land of John Skelton towards the west, and south upon the demesnes
of the manor of Combe, and north upon the Kings highway, and east
upon Eventons [corrected from Eventoas] Leez, and the wood called
Shepwood contains one acre or thereabouts, and abuts south upon
the lands late of Simon Lisshington, and north upon the demesnes of
the manor of Combe, and west upon the lands of old John Skelton,
and east upon Eventoas Leez, the yearly rent is 3d. and one cock, and
it is heriotable
Thomas Skelton
th
th
th
26 [year of] H[enry] 8 Baker; 26 [year of] Eliz[abeth]; 5
th
Eliz[abeth]; 12 [year of] James
Thomas Skelton doth claim to hold one messuage lying in Levendane,
wherein the said Thomas doth now dwell, lying near the highway
leading from Eventoas Leez to Powll[?] Cross, and there is fifteen

Levendane and
Shepwood
Shepwood
containing one
acre
Rent 3d. 1 cock
Heriot

A messuage &
15 acres of land
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acres or thereabouts which is belonging to the said messuage and
holden of this manor, and it lies westward from the said messuage and
adjoins upon the highway south, save that a small parcel of land
belonging to Richard Dallye shoots in betwixt the said lands so that the
said lands of Thomas Skelton abut in part south, north, and east upon
the said Richard Dallies lands, and the yearly rent is 21d. and one hen
and it is heriotable

Rent 21d. & 1
hen. Heriot

Folio 66 [pencilled page number 155):Robert Sharpe
Robert Sharpe holds freely of this manor one messuage in the parish
of Wye near Point Parles, and is called Point Parles, and eighteen
acres or thereabouts of land thereunto belonging (which in the court
rolls of 1st [year of] Eliz[abeth] and 38th [year of] Eliz[abeth] are called
Harrolds and Mabbs Croft), and are divided into three parcels of land,
and the lands do lie in Hastingleighe abutting to the Kings highway
east and south, and the lands of Sir Edward Radcliffe west and south,
and to the lands of Henry Jupit north, and to another highway leading
up the hill from Point Parles to Stapell Crosse, the yearly rent is 2s.2d.,
and it is heriotable as appears by the court rolls of 1st [year of]
Eliz[abeth], 38 th [year of] Eliz[abeth] and 9th [year of] Eliz[abeth]
purchased by John Sharpe of Thomas Smith
William Hawke
William Hawke doth hold freely of this manor --- [no other information]
8 June 1710
Total of these rents
3 cocks & hens at 8d.
[later addition]

£

s

d

0
0
0

15
02
17

4
0
4

One messuage
called Point
Parles & 18
acres of land

Rent 2s.2d.
Heriot
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Appendix 5
Lease from St. Thomas’ Hospital to Thomas Crux
10th Sept. 1678
THIS INDENTURE made the Tenth Day of September Anno Dni. 1678 And in the Thirtith
yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord /Charles the Second By the grade of God of
England Scotland France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith etc. BETWEENE the
Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens of the Citty of London Governors of the possessions
revenues and goods of the Hospitalls of Edward late King of England the Sixte of Christ
Bridewell and St. Thomas Th’apostle of the one part And Thomas Crux of Hastingleigh in
the County of Kent Gentleman of he other part WITNESSETH That for and in consideration
of the sum of Three Hundred pounds of lawfull money of England to the said Maior and
Cominalty and Cittezens Governors aforesaid in hand before th’ensealing hereof well and
truly paid And in consideration of the Rent and Covenants herein mentioned and comprised
They the said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid HAVE demised
graunted and to farme letten And by these presents Doe demise graunt and to farme lett
unto the said Thomas Crux ALL that the scite of the Mannor of Hastingleigh aforesaid
otherwise called Hastingleigh Court Lodge in the County of Kent aforesaid And all that the
scite of the Mannor of Aldelose in the parish of Hastingleigh aforesaid And all houses
edifices barnes stables outhouses yards orchards gardens lands meadows pastures
easements commons commodities and appurtenances whatsoever to or with the said scites
of the said Mannors or either of them belonging used demised or enioyed (Interlinear
insertion: And all that parcel of ground lately purchased of John Bull with the barn
thereupon.) now in the tenure or occupation of the said Thomas Crux or his undertenant or
undertenants EXCEPT and always reserved out of this present lease and demise unto the
said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors All
manner of courts suits services wayfes estraies herryotts releifes escheats fines
amerciaments and all other perquisitts and proffitts of courts whatsoever to the said
Mannors or either of them belonging or in any wise appertaining And alsoe all woods
underwoods timber and trees now or hereafter standing growing and being I or upon the
said premises or any part thereof Together with free way and passage for men with horses
carts and carriages for the felling and carrying away the said woods underwoods timber and
trees at all times meet and convenient during the terme hereunder graunted TO HAVE AND
TO HOLD the said scites of the said Mannors and all other the premises in and by these
presents mentioned or intended to be demised with th’appurtenances (except before
excepted) unto the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns from the
feast day of St. Michael Th’archangell which was in the years of our Lord One Thousand
Six Hundred Threescore and Seaven unto the full end and terms of Twenty and One yeares
from thence next ensuing and fully to be compleate and ended YEILDING AND PAYING
therefore yearely during the said terme unto the said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens
Governors aforesaid and their successors or to their Hentgatherer officer or assigns to the
use of the said Hospitall of St. Thomas Thapostle at or in the Compting house thereof
situate in Southwarke in the County of Surrey the yearely rent or sum of fifty pounds and
tenn shillings of lawfull money of England at two feasts or termes in the yeare (that is to
way) at the feasts of Th’annunciation of the blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michaell
Th’archangell or within forty daies next after every of the said feast daies by even and
equall portions And the said Thomas Crux for himselfe his executors administrators and
assigns doth covenant and graunt by these presents to and with the said Maior and
Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors in manner following (that
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is to say) That he the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns at his
and their owne costs and charges shall and will well and sufficiently repaire sustain and
report make scoure amend and maintaine as well all the houses and buildings as all the
hedges diches pales gates railes fences and inclosures of and upon the above demised
premises in by and with all manner of needful and necessary reparations whatsoever from
time to time as often and whenas need shall require during the terme aforesaid or at the
furthest within six monthes next after warning given for the doing thereof and in the end or
other sooner determination of this present lease and demise (Which first shall happen) shall
and will lease and yield upp the said demised premises unto the said Maior and Cominaly
and Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors well and sufficiently repaired
supported sustained paled clensed fenced and amended together with all doores lockes
keies bolts glasse and glazed windowes and other necessaries whatsoever nor or hereafter
fixed or fastened unto the said premises or any part thereof whole and undefaced And
alsoe that he the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns at his and
their owne like costs and charges shall and will from time to time after every felling of the
woods or underwoods before excepted (the same being once fenced and inclosed by such
person or persons as shall buy the said woods or underwoods) well and sufficiently
maintaine and keepe the said hedges ditches fences and inclosures and the springs of the
said woods and under woods shall and will preserve from hurt by cattell or otherwise during
the terme aforesaid AND further that it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Maior
and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors and to and for their
Steward Rentgatherer officer and assigns once very yeare during the terme aforesaid to
enter and come into and upon the said demised premises as well to keep courts there and
to survey the same as to view and see the state of the repairations of the same and that at
every such time he the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns at his
and their owne costs and charges shall and will provide find and freely give within the said
Court Lodge of Hastingleigh aforesaid unto the said Governors Steward officers and
servants competent and sufficient meat drinke lodging and entertainment and meat and
provinder for their horses for and during two daies and two nights together And moreover
that hee the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns shall and will
every yeare during the terme aforesaid collect and receive all rents of assize and other
rents and duties and seize all waifes estraies and other casualties belonging to or
happening within or upon the Mannors aforesaid which he or they may lawfully gett or come
by without suite in law and of the said rents of assize and other rents and duties shall make
a true accompte and payment unto the said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors
aforesaid and their successors Rentgatherer officer or assigns in and at the comptinghouse
aforesaid yearely att the feast of St. Michael Tharchangell or within forty daies after without
fraud or delay And of the said waifes estraies and other casualties shall alsoe make a true
accompte and payment unto the said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors
aforesaid and their successors Rentgatherer officer or assigns at every next court after
there to be holden AND lastly that he the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators
and assigns shall and will from time to time during the terme aforesaid Maintaine and keepe
most commonly inhabiting and abiding in and upon the premisses the number of eight
persons at the least uprising and down lying that shall keepe hospitality there AND the said
Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid doe covenant and graunt for them
and their successors to and with the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and
assigns by these presents in manner and forme following (that is to say) That it shall and
may be lawfull to and for the said Thomas Crux his executors administrators and assigns to
have and take from time to time as often as need shall require during the terme aforesaid
competent and sufficient rough timber upon the said premises by the assignment of the
said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors or
assigns within convenient time next after request in that behalfe to be made for the
necessary repairations of the houses and buildings posts pales gates bridges and railes of
the said premises and alsoe competent and sufficient ploughboot cartboot etherboot
stakeboote and fireboote to be used and spent in and upon the said premises and not

344 Hastingleigh 1000-2000 A.D.
elsewhere without assignment And alsoe that the said Thomas Crux his executors
administrators and assigns shall or lawfully may peaceably and quietly have hold possesse
and enjoy all and every the said demised premises with the appurtenances (except before
excepted) for and during all the foresaid terme of twenty and one yeares without any lawfull
lett suite trouble expultion eviction or interruption of or by the said Maior and Cominalty and
Cittizens Governors aforesaid or their successors or of or by any other person or persons
by their act meanes title consent or procurement PROVIDED always That if the foresaid
yearely rent shall not be well and truly paid according to the reservation aforesaid or if the
repairations of the premises shall not be made and done from time to time according to the
tenor of these presents or if all assignment of this present lease and all meane leases of the
said premises shall not be made by the Clerke of the said Hospitall of St. Thomas
Thapostle for the time being the said Clerke of the said Hospitall of ST. Thomas Thapostle
for the time being the said Clerke taking reasonable fees for the doing thereof That then
and from thenceforth it shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Maior and Cominalty and
Cittizens Governors aforesaid and their successors or to their Rentgatherer officer or
assigns in their name and to their use into the said demised premises wholly to re-enter and
the same to have againe retaine and repossess as in their former estate anything herein
contained to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding IN WITNES whereof to the
one part of these present indentures with the said Thomas Crux remaining the said Maior
and Cominalty and Cittizens Governors aforesaid have caused their common seale to be
putt and to the other part of them with the said Maior and Cominalty and Cittizens
Governors aforesaid remaining the said Thomas Crux hath sett his hand and seale the day
and yeare first above written.
Signed by Thomas Crux. Seal tag but no seal remains.
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Appendix 6
1689 Terrier of the Demesne Lands
of Hastingleigh Court and Combe Grove Farms

Hastingleigh and Aldelose Farms
in the Parish of Hastingleigh:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.

Hastingleigh Court with the Barns,
Stables, Yards, Orchards, Outhouses, etc.
The Pastole
Court Peake
Gudish Hill
Tomlines Field
Glory Down
Kings Mill Down Pastor
The Meades
Hurst Wood
Lamberts Leys
Lynn Wood
Ammets Field
West Field
Hames Land
Culver Hill

Aldelose Farm and other Lands:
q.)
r.) Mill Field 29-1-18
s.)
γ)
δ)
π)
t
v
x
*
y
z

Beake Field 46-2-12

Aldelose Wood
Aldelose Field
Beake Field
A Close and Barn
Beake Wood
End Peake Field
Aldelose Down

These comprising:
Woods
Arable
Downs

A

R

P

4
2
9
17
5
31
28
10
8
43
3
31
9
7
10
222

2
2
2
1
3
1
1
3
1
3
3

25
35
7
30
20
16
30
10
13

(19
( 4
( 5

1
2
2

0
0
18

(29
(11
(11

1
1
2

24
34
34

10
6
5
5
7
118
55
395

3
2
3
2
3

17
16
10
9
22

33
306
55
395

3
3
0
3

32
30
22
22
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Combe Grove and Fanscombe
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

The site with house etc.
Beastway to Many Wethers
Barn Field
Mill Down Pasture
Mill Down East adjoining
Many Wethers Field
Pole Field
Hurst Wood
New Croft
Combe Down
The Little Mount
Gill Nash
Gill Nash Wood
Culver Hill Wood
Red Field
Greene Culver Field
Culver Hill Field
Crow Hill Wood
Red Field Ruff
The Nickels
Cane Dane
Conney Knole
Thistley Field
Richards & Birds Reed Wood
Upper Richards Dane Field
Lower Richards Dane
The Willoks
Block Hole
Hops Field
Roberts Dane
Dane Sole
Red Stone
Staple Leys
Staple Leys divided from aforesaid
Little Staple Leys
Upper Ermins
Fowlers
Lower Ermins
Long Fowlers
Combe Acre
Pole Croft
Little Cow Leys
Haynes Field
Wood
Nachetts Field
Fanscombe Down
Downe

These comprising:
Woods
Arable
Downs

A

R

P

4
2
28
21
8
4
10
8
5
26
5
35
13
14
8
4
10
7
6
4
21
11
6
20
8
14
6
6
7
8
11
4
21
2
7
10
3
1
2
1
10
4
17
3
5
445
26
74
555
67
337
100
555

2
1
3
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
1
3
2
1
2
1
3
2
1
1
1
1
3
2
1
1
3
2
2
2
1
2
2
2

15
26
12
10
11
20
3
22
26
35
20
20
24
24
10
10
32
3
1
17
36
27
124
3
5
14
30
17
11
15
26
26
25
15
26
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Appendix 7
Rental Belonging to the Manor of Hastingley and
Aldelose near Wye in Kent, March 1718 Hastingley

All these lands are Herriotable:
Herriotable

Rent

Later amendments

00
00

00
04

10 ½
08 ½

Sr. William Honywood
and 3 hens
) Robert Jacob

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

01
01
00
00
00
00
00

08
10
09
03
08 ½
05
09 ½

00

00

06

and 1 ½ cocks)
William Halke
and 1 cock Richard Bowen
William Stickles for …? formerly O…?
William and Thomas Tunstall
Thomas Tunstall
and 3 hens Elizabeth and Mary Cullen
late Edw. Harvey esq.
John Rolfe

00

02

01

and 2 hens Tho. Wood late Frederick
Coathman (?)

now Owden now John
Sankey
Newport
Jbez Marshall W. Sankey
now Stickles
now Thos. Stickles
Now Paige
Richard Sankey
Robert Chambers, now
Stickles
Jbez Marshall W. Sankey

Aldelose.
All these lands are Herriotable

Rent
00

07

07

?
?

?
?

?
02

?
?
?

?
?
?

?
?
?

George Scott Esq. in hands (?) of Sr.
Wm. Honywood
Thomas P …?
Thomas and William Sharp late
Thomas Sharp
Robert Godden …
Wm. Deeds
Thomas Waterman late John Bull and
Waterman

Sir Brook Bridges,
Brabourne Combe
now Wilsson
now Isbel Deeds
now John Sankey
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Appendix 8
Maps of Principal Landownerships in Hastingleigh in
1839
1. St. Thomas’s Hospital
2. Samuel Sankey Sr. and John Sankey
3. Sir Edward Knatchbull
4. Sir John Honywood
5. Rev. Gostwyck Prideaux
6. John Pilcher
7. Thomas Stickells
8. George Stickels
9. James Newport
10. William Baldock
11. David Kingsland
12. Martha Browning
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Appendix 9
Maps of Principal Occupancies in Hastingleigh in 1839
1. John Marshall
2. William Marshall
3. Samuel Sankey Jr.
4. Elizabeth Manuville
5. St. Thomas’s Hospital Woods
6. John Swinyard
7. James Hayward
8. Henry Conley
9. George Browning
10. Thomas Kidder
11. Thomas Stickells
12. George Stickells
13. David Kingsland
14. John Mills
15. George Hayward
16. Philip Gotts
17. Charles Rolfe
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Appendix 10
Sales Prospectus: The South Hill Estate, 1924.
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32
31
30
29
28
27

Robert de Beaumont & Isabel de Vermandois
Robert de Beaumont & Amice
Hanise de Beaumont & William of Gloucester
Amice of Glocester & Richard de Clare
Gilbert de Clare & Isabel Marshall
Richard de Clare & Maud de Lacy

21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Sir Thomas de Couen & Lora Moraunt
Sir Nicholas de Haute & Alicia de Couen
William de Haute & Joan Woodville
Sir William de Haute & Joan Horne
Sir Thomas de Haute & Isabel Frowick
Margery Haute & William Isaac
Edward Isaac & Margery Whetehill
Mary Isaac & Thomas Appleton
Samuel Appleteon & Judith Everard
Samuel Appleton & Hannah Paine
Judith Appleton & Samuel Wolcott
Hannah Wolcott & William Burnham
Hannah Burnham & Jeremiah Curtiss
Sarah Curtiss & Noah Gridley
Elisha Gridley & Lydia Dutton
Curtiss Gridley & Anna Warner
Clarina Gridley & William Shapley
Roswell Shapley & Almera Talmage
Harvey Shapley & Mary E. Papus
Loyd Shapely & Frances S. Cobernan
Janet Shapely & Brian J.L. Berry
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33
32
31
30
29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7

Willaim I “The Conqueror” & Matilda of Flanders
Henry I & Matilda of Scotland
Matilda & Geoffrey Plantaganet
Henry II & Eleanor of Aquitaine
John (Lacklanes) & Isabella d’Angoulême
Henry III & Eleanor of Provence
Edward I & Eleanor of Castile
Gilbert de Clare & Joan Plantagenet “of Acre”
Hugh de Audley & Margaret de Clare
Ralph, Lord Stafford & Margaret de Audley
Sir John de Stafford & Margaret
Ralph de Stafford & Maude de Hastang
Sir Nicholas Beke & Joan de Stafford
Sir Robert de Swynnerton & Elizabeth Beke
Sir John Savage & Maude de Swynnerton
Sir John de Dutton & Margaret Savage
Sir William Booth & Maud de Dutton
Sir George Booth & Katherine Montfort
Sir William Booth & Ellen Montgomery
Sir Thos. Holford & Jane Booth
John Bruen & Dorothy Holford
John Bruen & Anne Fox
Obadiah Bruen & Sarah
John Baldwin & Hannah Bruen
Samuel Baldwin & ???
James Baldwin & Debrorah Porter
Stephen Warner & Phobe Baldwin
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29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17

Geoffrey de Say & Hawise de Clare
William de Say & Beatrice de Mandeville
Geoffrey de Say & Lettre Maminot
Geoffrey de Say & Alice de Chesney
William de Say & Sibyl
William de Say & Elizabeth
Geoffrey de Say & Idonea de Layburn
Geoffrey de Say & Maud de Beauchamp
Sir John de Clinton & Idonen de Say
Sir Baldwin de Montfort & Margaret de Clinton
Sir William de Montford & Margaret Reche
Sir Baldwin de Montfort & Joanna de Vernon
Robert Montfort

Appendices 325

21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Sir Thomas de Couen & Lora Moraunt
Sir Nicholas de Haute & Alicia de Couen
William de Haute & Joan Woodville
Sir William de Haute & Joan Horne
Sir Thomas de Haute & Isabel Frowick
Margery Haute & William Isaac
Edward Isaac & Margery Whetehill
Mary Isaac & Thomas Appleton
Samuel Appleteon & Judith Everard
Samuel Appleton & Hannah Paine
Judith Appleton & Samuel Wolcott
Hannah Wolcott & William Burnham
Hannah Burnham & Jeremiah Curtiss
Sarah Curtiss & Noah Gridley
Elisha Gridley & Lydia Dutton
Curtiss Gridley & Anna Warner
Clarina Gridley & William Shapley
Roswell Shapley & Almera Talmage
Harvey Shapley & Mary E. Papus
Loyd Shapely & Frances S. Cobernan
Janet Shapely & Brian J.L. Berry

